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In a city known for its lights, LED ushers in a
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LAS VEGAS
Bernie Sanders won a command-

ing victory in the Nevada presidential
caucuses Saturday, marshaling a
broad multi-ethnic coalition to solidi-
fy his stance atop the still-large Demo-
cratic field.

While Sanders’ victory was no sur-
prise — Vermont’s senator was the

heavy favorite to pre-
vail in the caucuses —
his huge margin and
depth of support deliv-
ered a strong jolt of mo-
mentum after two less-
than-overwhelming
performances.

Former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden was
running a distant sec-

ond, setting up a high-stakes competi-
tion Saturday in South Carolina,
where the two will compete for black
voters poised to usher the winner into
a crucial blizzard of balloting on
March 3, Super Tuesday.

Sanders — his wife, Jane, at his side
— greeted supporters in San Antonio,
Texas, one of the Super Tuesday
states, as they cheered wildly and
waved blue and white “Bernie” signs.
Ignoring his Democratic rivals, he
took aim at President Donald Trump.

“The American people are sick and
tired of a government which is based
on greed, corruption and lies,” Sand-
ers hollered. “They want an adminis-
tration which is based on the princi-
ples of justice. Economic justice, so-
cial justice, racial justice and environ-
mental justice.”

SEE NEVADA • A8

SANDERS
GETS SOLID
WIN IN NEV.
DEMOCRATIC
CAUCUSES
Biden places second as
hopefuls seek momentum
for S.C., Super Tuesday
BY MARK Z. BARABAK 
& SEEMA MEHTA

Bernie
Sanders

Nothing could go wrong.
For months, a robust coalition of

business, labor and community lead-
ers had been raising hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to get a measure on
the ballot that would not only bankroll
a long-sought expansion of the San
Diego Convention Center, but also
raise money to help the homeless and
repair roads.

Then everything did go wrong. 
The measure, which called for an

increase in the city’s hotel tax, fell
short of the signatures needed to
make the November 2018 ballot, and
Mayor Kevin Faulconer’s urgent pleas
to advance the initiative anyway were
rebuffed by the City Council. Momen-

VOTERS WILL
WEIGH IN ON
HOTEL ROOM
TAX INCREASE 

BY LORI WEISBERG & GARY WARTH
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Measure C would fund
bigger convention center,
aid homeless, repair roads

Managua, NICARAGUA

B
árbara never thought she would leave Nicaragua.

But early one morning, she kissed her sleeping son goodbye. She had

spent the night watching him in his bed. It was almost his 10th birthday.

“Fue el peor momento de mi vida,” Bárbara said. It was the worst moment
of my life.

It had been nearly a year since Bárbara had been left for dead outside her clothing

store, a victim of the Nicaraguan government’s bloody campaign to silence pro-

democracy protests that rose up in 2018.

She knew she had to flee, but she didn’t think she could protect her son on the

notorious migrant trail. She wasn’t willing to risk him.

At her one-bedroom apartment in Tijuana, Bárbara, a Nicaraguan citizen, puts on her makeup before heading
to work. She is living in Tijuana while waiting for her asylum case to be heard in U.S. Immigration Court.

RETURNED
Navigating the U.S. asylum system:

the journey of one Nicaraguan woman
STORY BY KATE MORRISSEY  • PHOTOS BY NELVIN C. CEPEDA

This series
The first in an occasional
series in which the Union-
Tribune explores the asylum
system through the eyes of
people who experience it
firsthand, with drastically
different outcomes.

VIDEO: To view a video that
corresponds with the first
part of this series, go to
sandiegouniontribune.com/
returned-nicaraguaSEE ASYLUM • A17

A horrific scene unfolded on the
side of a rain-slicked Interstate 15
Saturday morning when a charter
bus rolled down an embankment in
a violent crash that killed three
passengers and injured 18 others.

The bus, carrying a mix of
adults and children, had departed
from the Los Angeles area and was
headed to San Ysidro, with a final
stop planned in Tijuana, said Cali-

One woman who died was
pinned under the bus, and it took
several hours for crews to recover
her body. The two other fatalities,
also women, were pulled from in-
side the bus during the initial res-
cue effort but were pronounced
dead at the scene, Latulippe said.

They had not yet been identi-
fied as of Saturday night.

Eighteen others were trans-
ported to hospitals — Palomar
Medical Center in Escondido, Te-

fornia Highway Patrol Officer
Mark Latulippe. 

It was raining about 10:20 a.m.
when the bus driver swerved and
lost control in the southbound
lanes of the freeway, just south of
state Route 76. The vehicle slid
down an embankment and landed
on its roof, said Latulippe.

Several victims were ejected
from the wreckage, while others
were trapped inside. Some were
able to crawl out on their own, au-
thorities said.

3 DEAD, 18 INJURED IN I-15
BUS CRASH IN N. COUNTY

A charter bus on Interstate 15 heading to San Ysidro rolled
down an embankment off Interstate 15 in North County Sat-
urday morning, killing three people and injuring 18 others. 

DON BOOMER

Some passengers were trapped and had to be extricated from the wreckage
BY PHIL DIEHL
& KRISTINA DAVIS
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History put up an air ball.
The San Diego State basket-

ball team — the No. 4 Aztecs,
the previously unbeaten Aztecs,
the positioned-to-be-a-No.
1-seed in the NCAA Tourna-
ment Aztecs, the piquing-
America’s-interest Aztecs —
faced its mortality. 

For the first time in 27
games, it blinked. 

UNLV hijacked the hysteria
Saturday during a stunning,
66-63 script-changer at Viejas
Arena. The loss to a .500 team
San Diego State had beaten in
16 of the last 17 meetings deliv-
ered skepticism directly to
doubters’ doorsteps.

Many have argued this team
was a paper tiger, roaring in a
balsa-wood conference. Many
refused to buy in, to bite, to
believe the 26-0 record coming

in was built of sound, lasting
timber.

Were they right? After losing
at home to a league rival they’d
bullied for so long, the question
intrigues.

“We tasted defeat for the
first time — and it didn’t taste
very good,” Aztecs coach Brian
Dutcher said. “... Now, we’ll see
how we respond to it.”

So much, bruised in a blink.
Potentially, the No. 1 seed. For
sure, the chance to become the
first to sprint through the
Mountain West unbeaten. With-
out doubt, a dimming spotlight
so rare at a place like Monte-
zuma Mesa. 

Credit the team sharing the
ball, hitting clutch shots, de-
fending like a mother bear,
hustling like it was the one 

B RYC E M I L L E R Columnist

Chasing perfection comes to an end for Aztecs

SDSU’s Matt Mitchell looks on after a turnover in the first
half during the team’s 66-63 home loss to UNLV on Saturday. 

CHADD CADY
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