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Deep
cleaning

Volunteer divers remove hundreds
of pounds of trash from Donner Lake

COURTESY OF CLEAN UP THE LAKE

Divers from Clean Up the Lake removed 672 pounds of trash from Donner Lake to kick off a month-long cleanup of areas around all 37 public piers.
Justin Scacco

jscacco@sierrasun.com

A

diver spots a
dark object sitting on the floor
of one of the Sierra’s most pristine lakes —
something that undoubtedly should not be there.
He begins digging at the
sand and rocks surrounding it, clawing with diving
gloves to free the nearly
completely buried object,

and after much work,
brings a 1970’s era BF Goodrich tire to the surface.
It’s one of several tires
found by a handful of volunteers from Clean Up the
Lake during Wednesday’s
dive at Donner Lake. The
morning dive marked their
fourth thus far in Donner,
resulting in roughly 672
pounds of trash being removed from the lake in an
area — along the east side,
less than a quarter-mile in
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length. The clean-up effort
will eventually include all
37 public piers.
“There’s tires and stuff,”
said Executive Director
Colin West on the items
being pulled from the lake.
“But then there are loads
of tennis balls. I’m sure everyone loves tossing tennis
balls off docks for dogs, but
if their teeth pierce it, it
might just sink to the bottom. I think that’s happening a lot.”

West added that each
volunteer has averaged
pulling up between 40 and
60 pounds of litter during
dives. Items found have
included single-use packaging, solo cups, golf balls,
and beer and soda cans.
“There’s a lot of fibers
down there,” added volunteer Meghan Burk. “You
just see these light floating
clumps and that has to
do with towels, clothing,
things like that.”

Appliances, Mattresses, Generators
Lawn and Garden, Exercise Equipment
Please Protect Our Community - Wear a Mask

For heavier and larger
items, the team is pinning
their locations on the floor
in order to return at a later
point and remove them.
During Wednesday’s dive,
the team also discovered a
roughly 25-foot steel boat
that appears to have been
scuttled many decades ago.
With finds that could have
archaeological significance,
West said the team is
marking their locations for
state authorities.

The project in Donner
Lake this summer will not
only result in much waste
being removed, but will also
give the team data in order to
observe where the “hot spots”
of litter are at in Donner
Lake. Through its software
the team will be able to return
to certain locations deemed
problematic, along with going
back to items that were too
heavy to lift by hand.

DONNER LAKE, 11

SHOP LOCAL 4

GREAT SUMMER SAVINGS

12047 Donner Pass Rd.,
12
Truckee
T
530-550-0110
searshometownstores.com

Facebook.com/Sears Hometown Store Truckee CA
Some exclusions apply - see store for details.
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FROM THE COVER & NEWS
NEWS BRIEFS
Tahoe Rim Trail
book re-released

“Tahoe Rim Trail, 4th
Edition” was released
July 7. The book highlights the stunning 165mile trail that circles Lake
Tahoe.
The book is made with
hikers, mountain bikers,
equestrians, anglers who
want to learn in-depth
about the Tahoe Rim
Trail. It’s perfect to throw
in the backpack read
when going on a hike or
adventure.
The author, Tim
Hauserman, uses his
ample trail experience
and trail knowledge
to help guide readers

DONNER LAKE

From page 1

“The thing is, we’re going
to scrape the surface here,”
said West. “This initial
three miles that we’re
going to hit, we hope that
can draw the attention of
the local community and
hopefully get some support
to continue having our
organization keep the lake
clean. That’s our goal.”
The team plans on working along each of Donner’s
37 public piers this month
before heading to the east

LEGAL RELIEF

From page 4

Walsh said his office gave
defendants the benefit of
the doubt, asking to dismiss
cases if the circumstances
were unclear. He added that
defendants not on the list can
request to have their cases
reviewed as well.
According to Walsh, it is
now up to a judge to review
the motion and make orders
to dismiss in each individual
case.
“I expect these will all be
granted,” he said, adding it
could take several months.
“So, say someone has a
felony conviction from 1989
for marijuana for sale,” Walsh
said. “When the court goes
ahead and grants the motion,
that person will no longer
have a felony conviction
on their record — they can
honestly report that they no
longer have a felony conviction. The case will literally go
away.”
Curtis Brenner, convicted in 1990 for cultivating
marijuana and possession for

through the national
forest, wilderness areas
and state parks that
the trail encompasses.
Hauserman was a guide
for Tahoe Tips and Trails
and the Tahoe Rim Trail
Association. The book
includes the geology,
history, flora and fauna
of the trail along with informative leave no trace
principles.
Hauserman has been a
North Lake Tahoe local
since 1960 and was the
11th member of the
Tahoe Rim Trail 165mile club in 1999. As an
avid outdoorist, he has
explored the Tahoe Basin
for several years.

The first edition of
“Tahoe Rim Trail” was
released in 2002 after the
trail was just completed.
Hauserman has updated
the book to include new
perspectives of the trail.
“Tahoe Rim Trail” is
available wherever
books are sold, including
bookstores, gift shops,
and online retailers.
Hauserman’s other books
include Monsters in the
Woods: Backpacking
with Children, Gertrude’s
Tahoe Adventures in
Time and Cross-Country
Skiing in the Sierra
Nevada.

side of Lake Tahoe for a
6-mile cleanup in August.

removing trash from the
floors of the area’s lakes,
and is seeking support
from the community to
continue its efforts.
As part of the Lake Tahoe
cleanup, the team is leveraging local businesses to
adopt a mile of Lake Tahoe
for $1,000. Individual donations can also be made
by visiting www.cleanupthelake.org/donate.

72-MILE CLEANUP
SET FOR 2021
Clean Up the Lake had
originally planned on
beginning a project that
would have taken them on
dives around Lake Tahoe.
Due to the outbreak of
COVID-19, West said the
nonprofit made the decision to postpone the project until 2021.
In the meantime,
the team is continuing
to refine its process of

sale, said he had considered
petitioning the court to have
his record expunged.
Brenner noted he had not
had any issues since then,
running a successful business
locally for decades and buying his own house, adding, “I
have no other record except
for that.”
But Brenner, who is moving out of the country, said
it might make some visa
requirements a little easier to
negotiate.
“I think it was a crock, what
I had to go through,” he said.
In Brenner’s view, marijuana was criminalized unnecessarily, when hemp can be
used to manufacture any
number of useful products.
“Think about what our
world would be like if it had
never been illegal,” he said.
For Brian Scott, owner of
T-5 Boxing, his 2012 conviction set him on a better path.
“I am thankful I did get
caught,” he said, citing his
renewed belief in God. “This
allowed me to change my life.
... I hit my knees and I had no
other choice but to look up.

— Cheyanne Neuffer,
Tahoe Daily Tribune

Justin Scacco is a reporter
for the Sierra Sun. Contact
him at jscacco@sierrasun.
com or 530-550-2643.

That’s what really changed
me. It changed me into the
man I am today, a positive
role model giving back to the
community.”
Scott said he did not allow
his conviction to keep him
from achieving his goals, but
acknowledged it held him
back in the past from exploring options like joining the
probation department.
“I know it will feel good,
to have it off (my record),”
he said. “It will be a sense of
relief as far as cleaning up
some of the wreckage from
my past. .. I do feel like it will
be a definite positive.”
That’s the whole point of
the dismissals, Walsh said:
to retroactively give people
the benefit of the change in
the law.
“For some people, this has
held them back,” he said.
“This takes the whole thing
away like it never happened.
This is a good thing for people who deserve that relief.”
Contact reporter Liz Kellar at
530-477-4236 or by email at
lizk@theunion.com.
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The Lounge
at 5817’

Welcome to a working
space that works for YOU
Your dream office is waiting for you,
and it’s available whenever you need
it- WITHOUT having to pay for it when
you don’t. With day rates and multiple
membership options,The Lounge at
5817’ lets you work like a BOSS.

Work
Elevated

DROP IN RATES (MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-5PM ONLY)
• Half day (up to 4 hours)
• Full day
ADDITIONAL AMENITIES
• Mailbox Access
• Video Conferencing
• The Booth Conference Room
• The River Conference Room
• Copy Machine
EXECUTIVE MEMBERSHIP (INCLUDES 24/7 ACCESS WITH KEYLESS ENTRY)
• $500/month/per person
• Allows unlimited access to all work areas with high speed internet
• Includes soundproof phone booth usage, 10 hours of conference
room usage/month, free unlimited coffee, private file cabinet usage,
one mailbox, 500 copies/month and 2 free guest passes/month
• 7 day access
• Work in any area except conference rooms
• Includes free coffee and high speed Internet
*Price includes an annual membership fee of $49
*Truckee Local Membership: $49 annual fee waived (for first year, upon
proof of residency.)

Contact Us!
Schedule a tour and sign up for your personalized
membership by visiting our website or giving us a call!
www.theloungeat5817.com | 530-414-9350
Speak with someone in person at our front desk
Monday through Friday 9am-5pm located at
10008 SE River Street #B,Truckee, California 96161
You can also email us at cm@theloungetruckee.com

Follow us!

@Thelounge5817

@TheLoungeat5817

Get in touch now for pricing & information
Theloungeat5817.com

