
SANTA ROSA
High 51, Low 43
THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Business B8
Comics B6

Crossword B7
Editorial A6
Horoscopes B5

Lotto A2
Movies D4
Nation-World B1

Nevius C1
Obituaries B3
Sonoma Feast D1

SMALL PLATES, BIG FLAVOR: Invite friends, 
family over for a wine-pairing party with 
dishes that are perfectly portioned / D1

©2020 
The Press 
Democrat

z

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2020 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SURVEY SAYS » $71B wine industry is undergoing 
massive change when looking at 2020 market.  B8

MOVING ON UP » Santa Rosa High School football 
team approved to join NBL-Oak Division.  C1

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

Sonoma County is hiring a 
law firm to advance its legal 
case against PG&E for the Kin-
cade fire, the county’s largest- 
ever wildfire, which dealt an es-
timated $620 million economic 
blow to the region, according to 
a new analysis.  

The county plans to seek com-
pensation for taxpayer losses 
from PG&E in U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, where the utility is in ne-
gotiations to pay off liabilities 
from its role in sparking earli-
er wildfires, including the 2018 
Camp fire and the 2017 firestorm 
that took a massive toll on Sono-
ma County. 

The move comes as Cal Fire 
continues its work investigating 
the Kincade fire’s cause. PG&E 
reported to state regulators that 

it found a broken jumper cable 
from a transmission tower in 
the Mayacamas Mountains of  
northeastern Sonoma County 
where the Kincade fire start-
ed. The fire eventually burned 
across more than 120 square 

miles, forcing the evacuation of  
nearly 200,000 people as a mas-
sive firefighting force battled the 
blaze on the outskirts of  Wind-
sor, Healdsburg and northeast 

County builds its case
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The path of the Kincade fire on Nov. 4. Sonoma County is hiring legal 
counsel to press its claim against PG&E in the wake of the Kincade fire. 
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Attorneys being hired 
to argue in court to get 
back $620M in costs

China trade deal 
protects US firms

WASHINGTON — The trade 
deal that President Donald 
Trump will sign Wednesday in-
cludes commitments by China 
to curtail practices that Ameri-
can firms complain put them at 
a disadvantage and force them 
to hand over valuable intellec-
tual property to Chinese firms, 
according to several people with 
knowledge of  the deal.

Those concessions, along 
with China’s agreement to buy 
$200 billion worth of  American 
goods and to allow greater ac-
cess to its markets, are expect-
ed to be announced at a White 
House ceremony for the signing 
of  the long-awaited trade deal.

As part of  the agreement, 
China has promised to punish 
Chinese firms that infringe on 

or steal cor-
porate trade 
secrets, satisfy-
ing a concern 
of  American 
b u s i n e s s e s . 
China will also 
refrain from di-
recting Chinese 
companies to 
obtain delicate 

foreign technologies through 
acquisitions, including halting 
purchases by state-owned enter-
prises that “harm” American in-
terests. U.S. officials say Beijing 
has used the practice to leap to 
the forefront of  advanced indus-
tries, like semiconductors.

Another primary concern 
of  American companies — a 
requirement that they turn over 
technology as a condition of  
doing business in the country 
— is also addressed in the 
deal. China has agreed not to 
force companies to transfer 
technology, which it has done 

FIRST STEP » American 
companies won’t have to 
turn over technology
By ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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The homeless encampment along Joe Rodota Trail fronts the Casa del Sol townhouse complex Tuesday in Santa Rosa.  The camp, which is home to about 220 homeless people, stretches 
along 2 miles of the trail linking Santa Rosa to Sebastopol. It has become the most visible symbol of the community’s struggles to solve a homelessness crisis.

Campers shifting east
JOE RODOTA TRAIL » NEW SHELTER NEAR OAKMONT

Sonoma County supervisors 
on Tuesday voted to relo-
cate dozens of  residents in 

the sprawling homeless camp 
in west Santa 
Rosa to county 
land on the east 
side of  the city, 
across from 
the Oakmont 
senior commu-
nity, setting up 

a showdown with vocal neigh-
bors who fiercely objected to the 
move.

Board Chairwoman Susan 
Gorin, who represents eastern 
Sonoma County, including Oak-
mont, was adamantly opposed 
to use of  the Los Guilicos juve-
nile justice campus off Highway 
12 for a temporary shelter.

But she was outflanked 4-1, 

as the board majority, led by 
supervisors Lynda Hopkins 
and Shirlee Zane, voted to place 
in Gorin’s district the county’s 
lone sanctioned homeless camp. 

“We have to make a decision 
today,” Hopkins said at the be-
ginning of  the board session, 
describing in dark terms the hu-
man suffering that’s rippled out 
from the growing Joe Rodota 
Trail camp in her district. “Or it 
will be another month of  trench 
foot, fires and fear.”

The replacement camp will 
sit on the northern end of  
Sonoma Valley across from the 
affluent Oakmont community, 
about 9  miles from the heart of  
the trail camp in central Santa 
Rosa. 

Within the next two weeks, up 
to 60 of  the more than 220  camp-
ers will be transported to the 

Up to 60 of 220 homeless to be 
relocated to Sonoma Valley site
By TYLER SILVY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Kevin Brown puts on his shoes Tuesday at an encampment along the Joe Rodota Trail just east of Stony Point 
Road in Santa Rosa. County officials have begun notifying camp residents of their intent to relocate them.

INSIDE
Deputies evict 
mothers living in 
vacant Oakland 
house for two 
months  / A5

ONLINE To read more stories about the Joe Rodota Trail, go to pressdemocrat.com/homelesscrisis
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Los Guilicos site, which will of-
fer meals, services and shelter in 
30 fabricated aluminum units. 

The move represents the most 
immediate step to relocate res-
idents of  the swelling encamp-
ment that now stretches along 
2 miles of  the Joe Rodota Trail 
connecting Santa Rosa and Se-
bastopol. 

In recent months, it has be-
come the scene of  repeated fires, 
drug and human waste problems 
and a burgeoning rat infestation 
— amounting to a public health 
crisis and what Hopkins previ-
ously called an “epicenter for 
lawlessness.”

County officials began provid-
ing notice Sunday to trail resi-
dents of  plans to clear the camp, 
marking Jan. 31 as the deadline. 
To legally displace the camp-
ers, however, the county must 
provide sufficient replacement 
shelter, and even after Tuesday it 
appears to be short.

It has 60 available shelter beds, 
60 spaces at the sanctioned camp, 
and up to 24 beds at two proper-
ties the Board of  Supervisors 
formally acted to purchase on 
Tuesday, at a cost of  more than 
$2 million.

Meanwhile, 223 tents stood 
Tuesday along the paved county 
path between Dutton Avenue and 
Wright Road, with many larger 
sites home to multiple campers. 

Nearby neighborhoods, from 
the Roseland Mobile Home Park 
to the Courtside Village, have 
closed off access to the trail with 
fencing, padlocks and even razor 
wire. 

Neighbors in the area have 
complained of  theft, fire and 
other nuisances. They have 
for weeks demanded more ur-
gent action, ramping up pres-
sure even after county leaders 
advanced Dec. 23 a $12 million 
package of  short- and long-term 
housing options, most of  which 
will take months to roll out. 

Michael Hurley said he lives 
close to the trail and used to walk 
along it with his kids. 

“I can’t do that anymore,” he 
said. “We need to do something, 
and it should be done as quickly 

as possible.”
Some trail residents said Tues-

day they would be open to mov-
ing.

 Brenda LaRose, who has lived 
at the trail for the past month, 
said she’d heard about the coun-
ty’s plans to clear the encamp-
ment, saying she would support 
the move if  it came with struc-

ture and safety.
Kellie Jones, who sat petting 

her dog, a fawn-colored pitbull 
named Scooby, said she hadn’t 
heard about the county’s plans 
to clear the trail.

“Instead of  doing that, they 
should find some housing for 
people who want to be housed, 
instead of  moving us to a differ-

ent location,” Jones said. 
The pressure has centered 

mostly on the county, which 
owns the trail within Santa Rosa 
city limits. Supervisor David 
Rabbitt wanted to know whether 
the city of  Santa Rosa, which has 
police jurisdiction over the trail, 
had offered any city-owned prop-
erty to help — or whether county 
staff had even asked for it.

“No,” county General Services 
Director Caroline Judy answered 
to both questions. 

Supervisors were set to con-
sider two remaining options 
Tuesday for a sanctioned camp, 
both on county-owned property: 
the Los Guilicos campus on the 
eastern side of  Highway 12 in 
the shadow of  the Mayacamas 
Mountains, and a piece of  vacant 
land on the county government 
campus in Santa Rosa. 

But Zane, the county’s lon-
gest-serving incumbent, shot 
down the latter site, which sits 
in her central Santa Rosa district 
and abuts a pre-school for at-risk 
kids.

“I know we’ve been asking you 
to act fast, but this is the most in-
appropriate site to have next to 
a daycare and a preschool,” said 
Zane, who faces an election bat-
tle in March.

It was the third time in three 
months that Zane, a champion of  
spending on social services, had 
successfully scuttled a plan to 
house or shelter homeless people 
in her district.

 This week, she also helped 
scrap the purchase of  a $999,000 
home in the West End neighbor-
hood to house trail residents, 
and in December she lobbied 
successfully to shelve a plan to 
shelter homeless people at the 
county fairgrounds. 

Just last week, officials ditched 
another potential sanctioned 
camp location near the county 
airport following public reve-
lations that the site, a chemical 
warfare training ground tied to 
the former Santa Rosa Army Air-
field, contained unexploded mus-
tard gas canisters dating back to 
World War II and would require 
an extensive environmental re-
view. 

After Hopkins moved to rec-
ommend the Los Guilicos site 
on Tuesday, and Zane quickly 
endorsed her motion, Gorin was 

left isolated on the board. She 
warned county staff and fellow 
supervisors of  the criticism that 
would be unleashed should they 
settle on the Sonoma Valley site. 

“The community backlash will 
blow the roof  off,” said Gorin, 
who like Hopkins and Zane, is 
running for reelection in March. 

Gorin said any final selection 
needed to be unanimous while 
calling for consideration of  oth-
er sites outside of  her district. 
She was even willing to break 
the county’s self-imposed Jan. 31 
deadline for clearing the trail. 

“The fear factor is palpable,” 
Gorin said, referring to neigh-
bors’ concerns about rampant 
drug and alcohol abuse within 
the population of  trail campers. 
More than 60% have been diag-
nosed with physical or mental 
health conditions, according to a 
county survey. 

 “I want to make this choice 
very carefully,” Gorin said. “I 
want to find an option that all 
the board can support, even if  it 
takes an extra week.”

But her fellow supervisors 
weren’t persuaded. They also 
balked at ordering staff to an-
swer every email from concerned 
neighbors about the new sanc-
tioned camp and rejected Gorin’s 
request for 24-hour site security 
provided by the Sheriff’s Office. 
A meeting with Oakmont com-
munity members is scheduled 
for Thursday, and Gorin predict-
ed “100% opposition.” A time and 
location for the meeting hadn’t 
been set.

“This is a lousy decision, and 
we’re picking the better of  two 
lousy choices,” said Supervisor 
David Rabbitt. “It’s not staff’s 
fault. This is a city of  Santa Rosa 
and a county of  Sonoma issue, 
and there’s only one jurisdiction 
that’s doing anything.” 

Minutes later, Gorin struggled 
as she read aloud the legal de-
scription of  the county’s actions, 
her voice seeming to catch as she 
cleared her throat several times.

Zane, a clear victor on the day, 
paced in the background before 
offering the chairwoman a cup of  
water and a pat on the shoulder.

You can reach Staff Writer Tyler 
Silvy at 707-526-8667 or at tyler.
silvy@pressdemocrat.com. On 
Twitter @tylersilvy.
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The homeless encampment along Joe Rodota Trail is expected to be 
cleared out by the end of January, according to county officials.

“This is a lousy decision, and we’re picking the better of two lousy choices.”
DAVID RABBITT, Sonoma County supervisor on the decision to relocate people from the homeless encampment on the Joe Rodota Trail
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