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JUDGE RULES: Suspected 
NorCal Rapist ordered to 
face trial for 15-year series 
of attacks that began in 
Sonoma County / A$

INSIDE

Doctor’s murder trial begins

After years watching her moth-
er’s addiction grow, Sonoma County 
resident Jaidene James confront-
ed the doctor writing her mother’s 
prescriptions for the strong opiate 
oxycodone, she testified in court 
Wednesday.

In an exam room beside her 
mother, Andrea Flocchini, James 
told Santa Rosa pain doctor Thom-
as Keller she feared the drugs were 

making her mother lethargic and 
clumsy, sometimes causing her to 
suddenly fall unconscious, she said 
from the witness stand in Sonoma 
County Superior Court. James said 
she repeatedly found her mother 
unresponsive on the floor in their 
home, sometimes forcing her to re-
vive her with CPR and call 911. 

“I explained she was abusing the 
pills, hurting herself  and couldn’t 
stop,” James, 28, said.

On the first day of  trial in an un-
usual case of  a doctor accused of  kill-
ing four patients by overprescribing 
opioids, state prosecutors said Keller 
continued prescribing strong pain 
medication to Flocchini for at least 
another year after that exam room 

encounter. Flocchini died after over-
dosing on the medication on July 18, 
2014 — two days after she received 
120 pills of  oxycodone prescribed by 
him, according to court testimony. 

“This case is about betrayal,” 
Deputy Attorney General Meghan 
Anderson said during opening state-
ments to the jury. “The evidence will 
show the defendant betrayed his 
patients time and again by turning 
them into drug addicts.”

Keller, 72, was arrested in August 
and stands accused of  second-degree 
murder in the deaths of  Sonoma 
County residents Tripo Nelson, Ash-
lee McDonald, Dean Rielli and Jerri 

SR physician accused of 
overprescribing opioids 
that led to patients’ deaths
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Santa Rosa pain doctor Thomas McNeese Keller, left, 
awaits the start of his trial with his attorney, Johnathan 
Cox, in Sonoma County Superior Court on Wednesday. 

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County park rangers speak with a homeless man on Wednesday about his plans to relocate from the Joe Rodota Trail in Santa Rosa. The 
county hopes to have all residents off the trail in Santa Rosa by Friday so the land can be cleared of debris from the six-month encampment.

Campers get warnings
JOE RODOTA TRAIL ! County park rangers hope to avoid arrests, 
hand out boxes, bags to homeless people as evacuation deadline looms

Sonoma County authorities 
began easing homeless 
campers o! the Joe Rodota 

Trail in Santa Rosa on Wednes-
day with verbal warnings that 

will transi-
tion to cita-
tions and, 
potentially, 
arrests by 
week’s end, 

o"cials said.
County representatives 

said they hope no arrests are 
necessary  — that when the 
Friday deadline hits, more than 

two weeks after campers were 
notified of  the county’s intent, 
those who have been living 
along the public trail will leave 
on their own, as they have with 
previous sweeps.

The county hopes to have all 
residents o! the trail by then 
so they can begin cleaning the 
parkland of  debris and filth 
that accumulated during the 
six-month encampment.

But there is enough clear 
resistance among those re-
maining at the camp that at its 
height was home to 250 people 
that a voluntary exodus is not 
guaranteed.

By MARY CALLAHAN 
AND NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ONLINE See a 
gallery of photos at 
pressdemocrat.com

Irma Castanon packs up her belongings, including a bumper sticker 
that says “Sassy Since Birth,” as she prepares to vacate the homeless 
encampment along the Joe Rodota Trail.
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SACRAMENTO — State 
lawmakers have failed to pass 
the most ambitious proposal yet 
to combat California’s growing 
housing crisis, voting down 
legislation Wednesday that 
would have overridden local 
zoning laws to let developers 
build small apartment buildings 
in neighborhoods reserved for 
single-family homes.

Senate Bill 50 was meant to 
address an estimated shortage 
of  3.5 million homes that has 
driven up rents and contribut-
ed to a growing homelessness 
problem. It was authored by 
Sen. Scott Wiener, a Democrat 
from San Francisco, home to 
some of  the highest housing 
prices in the country.

The bill failed to pass Wednes-
day by three votes. However, the 
Senate voted to give it “reconsid-
eration,“ meaning lawmakers 

could vote on it again on Thurs-
day. The deadline for the bill to 
pass is Friday, but the state Sen-
ate is not scheduled to meet that 
day.

“We’re going to do everything 
in our power to pass SB 50 to-
morrow,” Wiener told reporters 
after the vote.

Wiener had been working on 
the measure since last year, say-
ing lawmakers “have a responsi-
bility to take bold action to make 
people’s lives better by ensuring 

we have enough housing for ev-
eryone who needs it.”

“Restrictive zoning puts a 
hard cap, full stop, on our ability 
to build enough housing to get 
out of  this crisis,” Wiener said.

But he was unable to overcome 
strong opposition from local 
governments, including the 
influential League of  California 
Cities, that said the bill would 
“greatly undermine” their 

State Senate’s housing bill fails — on first try
By ADAM BEAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Lawyer 
offers 
blanket 
defense

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s legal team 
o!ered a startling defense 
Wednesday as senators debat-
ed his fate in the impeachment 
trial, arguing 
that a president 
could do near-
ly anything so 
long as they 
believe their 
reelection is in 
the public in-
terest.

The assertion from Alan Der-
showitz, one of  the attorneys 
representing the president, 
seemed to take GOP senators by 
surprise, and few were willing 
to embrace his argument. At the 
same time, Republican lawmak-
ers were sounding increasingly 
confident about defeating a vote 
expected Friday over calling 
new witnesses in the trial, an is-
sue that has consumed the Sen-
ate for the past several days.

Dershowitz made his com-
ments as the Senate launched 
into a question-and-answer ses-
sion in the second week of  the 
third presidential impeachment 
trial in U.S. history. Following a 
model established during Pres-
ident Bill Clinton’s impeach-
ment, senators wrote their 
questions on slips of  paper that 
Senate pages passed to Chief  

Trump legal team says 
almost any action OK 
in pursuit of reelection
BY ERICA WERNER AND  
KAROUN DEMIRJIAN
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO DEFENSE ! PAGE A!

IMPEACHMENT

INSIDE
Trump’s lawyers 
say they were 
unaware of 
contents of 
Bolton’s 
dra" / A"

Ted Appel
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TODAY IN HISTORY

!"#$: During World War II, a 
Soviet submarine torpedoed the 
German ship MV Wilhelm Gustl-
o! in the Baltic Sea with the loss 
of more than ",### lives, most of 
them war refugees; roughly $,### 
people survived.
!"%&: The Tet O!ensive began 
during the Vietnam War as Com-
munist forces launched surprise 
attacks against South Vietnamese 
towns and cities
!""': Los Angeles inaugurated 
its Metro Red Line, the city’s first 
modern subway.
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LOTTERY GAMES

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29, 2020, DRAWS
DAILY 3 (MIDDAY) 6 6 9
DAILY 3 (EVENING) 4 7 6
DAILY 4 8 1 7 2
FANTASY 5 17 23 25 31 33

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29, 2020, DRAW
Super Lotto Plus Jackpot $9 million

 Mega 

FEB. 1, 2020, JACKPOT: $10 MILLION

282622 29 36 04
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Powerball Jackpot $394 million

 Power 

FEB. 1, 2020, JACKPOT: $40 MILLION

151209 31 60 02

TUESDAY, JAN. 28, 2020, DRAW
Mega Millions Jackpot $141 million

 Mega 

JAN. 31, 2020, JACKPOT: $155 MILLION

473617 51 62 21
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In that case, county park 
rangers will be prepared 
to make arrests, Sonoma 
County Parks Director 
Bert Whitaker said.

“The spirit of  this is 
certainly that it’s our 
absolutely last resort, (but) 
we’ve made arrangements 
to be able to do so, and 
park rangers have the au-
thority to do so,” he said.

Notices posted on trail
County o!cials an-

nounced about three 
weeks ago that they would 
clear the trail by the end 
of  January during a flurry 
of  emergency discussions 
about how to resolve 
the unsafe, unsanitary 
encampment that sud-
denly grew out of  control 
starting last summer and 
now extends along about 
2"miles of  the paved trail.

Signs posted on the 
trail notified campers that 
they were in violation of  
several laws as of  8 a.m. 
Wednesday, leading some 
to believe enforcement 
action might be taken 
immediately. 

Instead, park rangers 
walked the trail Wednes-
day afternoon to remind 
campers of  the need to 
start moving. County o!-
cials handed out bags and 
boxes for campers to pack 
up their belongings, and 
buses arrived to shuttle 
residents wherever they 
wanted to go.

“We know that these 
are people’s lives on the 
trail, so we’re working to 
help them move in a way 
that is respectful of  their 
lives and their homes,” 
said county spokeswoman 
Jennifer Larocque.

By Thursday, park rang-
ers might issue citations 
ordering campers to ap-
pear in court. On Friday, 
they may physically arrest 
those who are not making 
an e#ort to leave, o!cials 
said.

But homeless advocates 
say the county has yet to 
comply with requirements 
established under evolving 
law that protects the right 
of  the homeless to sleep 
in public places when ad-
equate shelter is not avail-
able elsewhere, as well 
as contained in a court 
settlement negotiated last 
summer by the county, 
the city of  Santa Rosa and 
three homeless individuals 
who filed suit against local 
government.

“The reality is that there 
is not enough capacity,” 
said Marcos Ramirez, a 
member of  the Squeaky 
Wheel Bicycle Coalition. 
“The county has done 
a pittance of  what they 
should be doing to support 
folks.” 

Tiny home village
County elected o!cials 

and sta# have spent much 
of  the past six weeks 
trying to work through 
solutions for trail resi-
dents, however, adopting 
a nearly $12 million suite 
of  measures that includes 
construction of  a tempo-
rary tiny home village in 
the parking lot of  the Los 
Guilicos juvenile detention 
facility on Highway 12 in 
east Santa Rosa. 

It has 60 units, 30 of  
them already claimed 
by Tuesday and about 
14"more that county 
personnel hoped to fill 
Wednesday, Sonoma Coun-
ty Regional Parks spokes-
woman Meda Freeman 
said. The camp will house 
residents through April 30.

One of  those who moved 
in Monday, Sandra Austin, 
came back to the trail 
Wednesday to urge others 
to accept a spot if  they 
were o#ered.

“I’m here to tell my 
friends who think it’s a 
concentration camp that 
it’s safe, and they should 
go there before the police 
come,” said Austin, 62, re-
ferring to those who have 
been critical of  fencing 
around the perimeter and 
certain rules governing 

conduct at the Los Guili-
cos site.

Advocates protest move
But critics of  the plan 

to sweep the trail already 
were protesting Wednes-
day, in addition to fighting 
their case in court.

One 64-year-old man, 
who gave his name only as 
Fred, said he was among 
the first people to sign up 
for a spot at Los Guilicos 
but was bypassed and now 
had no where to go. He 
said he wasn’t sure what 
to do and might try to stay 
put on the trail, given his 
understanding of  what the 
court settlement requires.

“I’m just taking it day by 
day,” he said.

Another man, a resident 
of  Sam Jones Hall who 
was helping to clean a 
friend’s encampment in 
preparation for moving 
out, said he knew for sure 
there were people who 
would try to stick it out.

“There’s definitely going 
to be some rebellion,” said 
the man, Sean Baldwin. 
“They just prepare for the 
worst and hope for the 
best.”

Advocates for the home-
less community picketed 
at the trail on Wednesday 
in anticipation of  enforce-
ment action even as they 
awaited a new decision 
from a federal judge as 
to whether the county’s 
enforcement plan com-
plies with last summer’s 
settlement. A small num-
ber also tied themselves 
to a chain on the fenced 
entrance to the trail on 
Stony Point Road later in 
the day. While they knew 
it wouldn’t prevent police 
o!cers from entering the 
camp, they hoped it would 
send a strong message 
to the authorities, said 
27-year-old Michael Titone, 
one of  the protesters.

Advocacy groups argue 
the county has still not 
o#ered adequate shelter 
to everyone on the trail, 
which would violate an in-
junction order from 2019, 
and submitted a letter to 
U.S. District Judge Vince 
Chhabria earlier this week 
that asked him to post-
pone the action on those 
grounds.

Chhabria ruled Wednes-
day that, while concerns 
about the sweep were un-
derstandable, they weren’t 
enough for him to block 
the county from clearing 
the trail.

“The injunction does not 
require the defendants to 
identify and o#er housing 
to every encampment 

resident before initiating 
the process of  clearing 
the encampment; indeed, 
compliance with any such 
requirement would almost 
certainly be impossible,” 
Chhabria said in his 
ruling.

Rather, Chhabria said, 
the county plans to o#er 
a housing alternative to 
each camper before remov-
ing that camper from the 
trail, which would comply 
with the injunction.

After the trail is cleared, 
advocates may file another 
claim if  they believe the 
county violated the injunc-
tion, Chhabria said in his 
ruling.

Making alternate plans
During a 9 a.m. press 

conference Wednesday, 
Ramirez of  the Squeaky 
Wheel Bicycle Coalition 
pointed to the limited 
number of  beds at the Los 
Guilicos site compared 
to the massive e#orts the 
county took during recent 
wildfires, as well as flood-
ing that hit the county last 
winter. 

The county’s response 
to the homeless popula-
tion on the trail was not 
matched, he said. 

“Do not use the lan-
guage of  ‘emergency’ 
when we are not using the 
same definition,” Ramirez 
said.

But county workers say 
a multidisciplinary team 
has spent weeks meeting 

people on the trail, trying 
to determine what kinds 
of  shelter arrangements 
might meet their needs 
while arranging for the 
most vulnerable individu-
als to move to Los Guili-
cos.

The Redwood Gospel 
Mission opened up 30 addi-
tional beds on Wednesday 
to help with the shelter 
needs, county health 
department spokesman 
Rohish Lal said Wednes-
day.

County personnel 
also helped trail inhabi-
tants get to other shelter 
settings and even, in two 
cases, reach the airport 
and a bus station on their 
way to destinations out 
of  town, “so people are 
making alternative plans,” 
Freeman said.

Laura Winkelman, 52, 
has been living on the trail 
on and o# for the last year. 
She started packing up 
her belongings Wednes-
day, hoping to move to a 
shelter. While she praised 
county o!cials for all the 
help they o#ered her, she 
still wasn’t sure where she 
would sleep Wednesday 
night, which terrified her.

“I never thought that 
this could happen to me,” 
she said of  being home-
less. “It’s an enormous 
problem ... You get kicked 
out wherever you go.”

Lisa Swaney, 40, said her 
day would also consist of  
packing her belongings 

ahead of  the county’s 
enforcement action on the 
trail, though her desti-
nation would not be the 
temporary shelter on the 
opposite side of  town. 

“Something is not right 
about it,” Swaney said of  
the Los Guilicos location. 
“Why are they putting 
us out in the middle of  
nowhere? They’re just 
trying to shoo the problem 
elsewhere.” 

She said she has been 
homeless for the better 
part of  the past three de-
cades, including time as a 
resident of  Camp Michela, 
an encampment behind 
the Roseland Dollar Tree 
store on Sebastopol Road 
that swelled to almost 100 
tents. The encampment 
was dismantled by local of-
ficials in mid-2018, forcing 
her to migrate from one 
area to another before set-
tling in at the Joe Rodota 
Trail late last summer. Her 
next move is uncertain. 

“And then what? I’m not 
sure,” Swaney said when 
asked what she’ll do after 
she’s done packing her 
belongings. “I’m pretty 
much taking it minute by 
minute.”

Sta! Writer Chantelle 
Lee contributed to this 
report. You can reach Sta! 
Writers Mary Callahan 
at 707-521-5249 or mary.
callahan@pressdemocrat.
com and Nashelly Chavez 
at 707-521-5203.

CAMP
CONTINUED FROM A!

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER /THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Steven Trabert, center, speaks with Sonoma County park ranger Darren Davis about his plans to relocate from the Joe 
Rodota Trail in Santa Rosa on Wednesday, when signs were posted notifying campers they were in violation of the law.

Pamela Taylor talks with a Sonoma County park ranger from inside her tent about her plans 
to vacate the Joe Rodota Trail camp in Santa Rosa.

“I never thought that this could happen to me. 
It’s an enormous problem ... You get kicked 
out wherever you go.”
LAURA WINKLEMAN, Joe Rodota Trail camp resident, on becoming homelessSave This Ad For
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