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INSIDE

Tough 
to build 
without 
workers

Although California’s hous-
ing crisis remains a major 
economic threat, the lack of  
construction workers makes 
it difficult to build enough new 
homes, a top economist told 
Sonoma County business and 
political leaders on Friday.

“We don’t have enough people 
to build the houses,” said Jer-
ry Nickelsburg, director of  the 
UCLA Anderson School of  Man-
agement’s forecast service. 

Nickelsburg 
spoke at the 
annual state 
of  the county 
breakfast at 
DoubleTree by 
Hilton Hotel 
Sonoma Wine 
Country in 
Rohnert Park, 
offering his 
economic as-
sessment and outlook.

Overall, the local economy re-
mains relatively strong with low 
unemployment, despite the risk 
of  a U.S. recession sometime 
in the future, he said. His local 
forecast called for solid gains 
in personal income from 4% to 
4.7%, but slower employment 
growth at less than 1%. 

The economist predicted 
the county economy will slow 
during the second half  of  2020, 
before rejuvenating next year.

The county’s economy is 
helped by a 2.4% jobless rate as 
of  December 2019 that mirrors 
much of  the surrounding Bay 
Area, where unemployment in 
some of  the counties is less than 
2%. The U.S. jobless rate was 
3.5% last month. 

The county’s tight labor 
market, however, also presents 
challenges, Nickelsburg said, 
alluding to the difficulty area 
companies have hiring.

“Where do you get people to 

COUNTY ECONOMY » Top 
expert says housing need 
too great for workforce
By BILL SWINDELL
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Trump imposes quarantines over coronavirus

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration on Friday dra-
matically escalated its response 
to the fast spreading coronavi-
rus epidemic by announcing 
quarantines and major travel re-
strictions that officials said were 
meant to limit contagion.

The measures, which could af-
fect thousands of  people around 
the world, represented a marked 
expansion of  the federal govern-
ment’s response after initially 

downplaying potential risks.
The White House declared a 

“public health emergency” and 
— beginning on Sunday at 5 p.m. 
— will bar non-U.S. citizens who 
recently visited China from en-
tering the United States, subject 
to a few exemptions. Shortly af-
ter a White House announced the 
new restrictions and said there 
were six confirmed U.S. cases, a 
seventh case was confirmed in 
Santa Clara County.

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar also said BEN MARGOT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A masked woman walks a street in the Chinatown 
district of San Francisco on Friday. 

By ERICA WERNER, YASMEEN 
ABUTALEB AND LENA H. SUN
WASHINGTON POST
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IMPACTS FELT 
EVERYWHERE

 ■ 7th US case 
of coronavirus 
found in Santa 
Clara man / A10

 ■Dow drops 603 
points over virus 
fears and slowed 
economic growth 
in nation / B8

 ■Delta, Ameri-
can and United 
suspending 
flights between 
US, China / B8

Republicans block witnesses

LOYALTY TO PRESIDENT
Trump’s control of the GOP is nearly 
complete, as Senate choices show / A7

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate brought President Donald 
Trump to the brink of  acquit-
tal on Friday of  charges that he 
abused his power and obstruct-
ed Congress, as Republicans 

voted to block consideration of  
new witnesses and documents 
in his impeachment trial and 
shut down a final push by Demo-
crats to bolster their case for the 
president’s removal.

In a nearly party-line vote af-
ter a bitter debate, Democrats 
failed to win support from the 
four Republicans they needed. 
With Trump’s acquittal vir-
tually certain, the president’s 
allies rallied to his defense, 
even as some conceded he was 
guilty of  the central allegations  

against him.
The Democrats’ push for 

more witnesses and documents 
failed 49-51, with only two Re-
publicans joining Democrats in 
favor. A vote on the verdict is 
planned for Wednesday.

As they approached the final 
stage of  the third presidential 
impeachment proceeding in 
American history, Democrats 
condemned the witness vote and 
said it would render Trump’s 
trial illegitimate and his acquit-
tal meaningless.

“America will remember this 
day, unfortunately, where the 
Senate did not live up to its re-
sponsibilities, when the Senate 
turned away from truth and 
went along with a sham trial,” 
said Sen. Chuck Schumer of  
New York, the Democratic lead-
er. “If  the president is acquitted, 
with no witnesses, no docu-
ments, the acquittal will have no 
value because Americans will 
know that this trial was not a 

GOP Senators virtually 
assure Trump’s acquittal 
as some concede his guilt
By MICHAEL D. SHEAR  
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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A homeless resident pulls a cart loaded with his belongings away from his campsite along the Joe Rodota trail in Santa Rosa on Friday. 

Future uncertain for some 
after encampment cleared

Many residents transported to shelters, others say they have no place to go

Lisa Swaney, 40, has been 
homeless for 28 years. 
And in that time, she’s 

been a rock for countless 
others, making it hard for her 
not to feel the dread Friday 
morning along the Joe Rodota 
Trail.

As authorities finally evicted 
the largest homeless camp 
in Sonoma County history, 
Swaney wasn’t sure where to 
go.

“Just as soon as we started 
feeling comfortable or secure 

and might be ready to finally 
take that next step (to recov-
ery), they come and do this,” 
Swaney said, scanning the 
inside of  a tent she had set up 
along the trail in September. 
“We’re back to, ‘Where are we 
going to stay tonight? Are the 
cops going to come?’ It’s back 
to turmoil.” 

Dozens of  campers hurried-
ly gathered their belongings 
as authorities went tent to tent 
along the 2-mile village. The 
clearing operation repre-
sented the culmination of  a 
monthslong tussle between 

By YOUSEF BAIG  
AND CHANTELLE LEE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SANTA ROSA » JOE RODOTA TRAIL

Sonoma County Park Ranger Darren Davis tries to convince Stephen 
Floyd to pack up his belongings in his camp along the trail on Friday.

Ted Appel
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

FOR THE RECORD

 ■ REO Speedwagon will perform 
tonight at Graton Resort and Ca-
sino in Rohnert Park. A calendar 
listing and photo caption on Page 
D4 Friday contained an incorrect 
date.
If you find an error on our news 
pages, please let us know; call 
526-8585 or email pdnews@
pressdemocrat.com.

TODAY IN HISTORY

2003: The space shuttle Colum-
bia broke up during re-entry, 
killing all seven of its crew mem-
bers: commander Rick Husband; 
pilot William McCool; payload 
commander Michael Anderson; 
mission specialists Kalpana 
Chawla, David Brown and Laurel 
Clark; and payload specialist Ilan 
Ramon, the first Israeli in space.

LOTTERY GAMES

FRIDAY, JAN. 31, 2020, DRAWS
DAILY 3 (MIDDAY) 3 3 3
DAILY 3 (EVENING) 8 0 6
DAILY 4 3 1 8 3
FANTASY 5 3 9 14 18 30

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29, 2020, DRAW
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 Mega 
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WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29, 2020, DRAW
Powerball Jackpot $394 million

 Power 

FEB. 1, 2020, JACKPOT: $40 MILLION

151209 31 60 02

FRIDAY, JAN. 31, 2020, DRAW
Mega Millions Jackpot $155 million

 Mega 

FEB. 4, 2020, JACKPOT: $168 MILLION

333128 57 62 19
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grow? You are not going 
to get them from the oth-
er Bay Area counties,” he 
said. 

The push to hire work-
ers is especially critical 
in the construction sector 
because of  the enormous 
demand for affordable 
housing, which was ex-
acerbated locally by the 
2017 North Bay wildfires 
that destroyed more than 
5,300  homes in Sonoma 
County.

“That’s one of  the chal-
lenges going forward,” 
Nickelsburg said.

There are more than 
900,000 workers in the con-
struction sector in Cali-
fornia. However, the state 
had 950,000 such workers 
during the building boom 
of 2006 before the Great 
Recession, he said.

“This is going to be a 
slow process,” the econ-
omist said of  homebuild-
ing efforts to help allevi-
ate the housing shortage. 

The Sonoma County 
Economic Development 
Board estimated last year 
that 1,000 additional con-
struction trades workers 
will be needed here by 
2025 to keep  pace with 
housing demand. 

Nickelsburg credited lo-
cal efforts such as a nearly 
$9 million regional con-
struction trades training 
center planned at Santa 
Rosa Junior College’s Pet-
aluma campus to train up 
to 500 workers annually.

He acknowledged bar-
riers exist in restrictive 
local zoning rules in Cal-
ifornia that have discour-

aged necessary housing 
construction, especially 
since the state needs to 
build 1.3 million homes 
over the next decade to 
meet population needs. 

Efforts to stimulate af-
fordable housing construc-
tion were stymied in the 
state Legislature Thursday 
when the Senate defeated 
a bill (Senate Bill 50) that 
would have overridden lo-
cal zoning rules to allow 
midrise apartments near 
transit stations and make 
it easier to build townhous-
es in single-family neigh-
borhoods.

“In the near term, bills 
like SB 50 are not likely to 
have much impact simply 
because we have building 
capacity constraints like 
not enough construction 
workers,” Nickelsburg 
said. “One needs to think 
of housing policy as long-
term policy, addressing de-
mand issues and supply is-
sues. And only part of the 
demand issues are in the 
regulatory environment.” 

For example, he said it 
would take an estimated 
350,000 more workers to 
produce 200,000 additional 
homes a year in California. 

Those workers also 
would need a place to live 
as well in the midst of  a 
tight housing market.

“Where are you going 
to find them? If  they are 
coming from the outside, 
it means they are bring-
ing families with them. 
They need a place to live. 
They need structures. 
They need schools,” Nick-
elsburg said. “There ar-
en’t quick fixes to it.”

You can reach Staff 
Writer Bill Swindell at 
707-521-5223. 

ECONOMY
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“One needs to think of housing 
policy as long-term policy, 
addressing demand issues  
and supply issues.”
JERRY NICKELSBURG, director of the UCLA Anderson 
School of Management’s forecast service

county officials and home-
less advocates over plans 
to relocate trail campers to 
shelters. In late December, 
Sonoma County supervi-
sors decided to spend nearly 
$12 million on a variety of  
temporary and permanent 
shelters and services. Also, 
they promised the commu-
nity they would clear the 
Rodota encampment by the 
end of January.

Los Guilicos shelter 
The county spent about 

$2 million of  that money 
on a temporary shelter at 
Los Guilicos juvenile jus-
tice campus in east Santa 
Rosa where 60 tiny homes 
were erected in a parking 
lot across from the Oak-
mont retirement commu-
nity. On Friday, 12 more 
people were taken from 
the trail to Los Guilicos, 
filling the last remaining 
spots at the camp expected 
to remain open until at 
least April 30.

County officials had 
called the trail’s burgeon-
ing encampment a human-
itarian crisis in light of  es-
calating public health and 
safety concerns, including 
a rat infestation along the 
trail. At its peak, there 
were as many as 250  home-
less residents living along 
the west Santa Rosa trail.

“This is a commitment 
that we made and I think 
that it’s important that we 
kept to that commitment,” 
said Supervisor Lynda 
Hopkins, whose west coun-
ty district includes the 
Rodota trail, of  clearing 
it. “It’s been a hard day ... 
and I think that, honestly, 
clearing one large encamp-
ment is just a reminder 
that this is only 7% of  the 
homeless population in the 
county and that we just 
have so much work still to 
do to meaningfully address 
homelessness.”

Some camper issues
Friday’s eviction went 

relatively smoothly and 
no one was arrested or 
cited, county spokeswom-
an Melissa Valle said. 
Officials stressed in the 
weeks leading up to the 
sweep arresting homeless 
people was a “last resort” 
they hoped they wouldn’t 
have to do.

Although no one was 
arrested, park rangers 
did have issues with a 
few campers. One man, 
Stephen Floyd, was nearly 
detained after refusing 

to clean up his campsite 
or accept any services 
arranged by the county.

He said he wanted to be 
arrested, that jail would 
be a vacation from his ex-
perience on the trail. Park 
rangers convinced him to 
take the afternoon to clean 
up his site.

“I don’t want to be here,” 
Floyd said. “This path 
has hurt me honestly. But 
it has made me and my 
friends closer.”

The trail section 
between Roberts Avenue 
and South Wright Road 
that had been occupied by 
homeless residents will be 
closed to the public for the 
next few weeks as officials 
clean it.

The sweep began around 
10:30 a.m. on the western 
end of  the encampment. 
Two large vans driven by 
parks staffers led a small 
caravan of  law enforce-
ment agencies conducting 
the sensitive operation.

Santa Rosa police offi-
cers provided security for 
park rangers, Sgt. Jona-
than Wolf  said. Park rang-
ers marked the paved path 
in front of  each campsite 
with one of  three symbols. 
An X signaled a camper 
had yet to move away.

County staffers conduct-
ed needs assessments for 
each camper on the trail. 

Depending on individual 
needs, staffers transported 
people to several shel-
ters around the county, 
including Redwood Gospel 
Mission, Sam Jones Hall 
and Mary Isaak Center in 
Petaluma. 

About 500 plastic crates 
were handed out two at 
a time for campers to 
pack their belongings for 
90  days of  storage on the 
county’s dime.

Not all rehomed
Those still without a 

designated shelter space 
tugged overflowing shop-
ping carts piled several 
feet high with their pos-
sessions, walked east and 
crowded the intersection 
at Stony Point Road. Many 
scattered onto nearby 
sidewalks, traversing the 
busy Highway 12 overpass 
as they searched for some-
where to go. 

Chuck Phillips, who 
has been homeless for 
40  years, sat with his 
arms crossed at a tidy 
spot near Brittain Lane. 
Like dozens of  others who 
didn’t quality for housing 
since eviction notices were 
posted on the trail almost 
three weeks ago, his needs 
were more specific. That 
meant staying at a shelter 
was not an option.

“If  they can’t find me a 

place, I’m going to pop up 
a tent somewhere else,” 
Phillips said.

After about four hours 
of disbanding the home-
less population along the 
Rodota, an eerie calm 
settled over the area of the 
once-bustling encampment. 
All that remained were 
abandoned tents, bicycle 
parts and heaps of trash ac-
cumulated over six months.

Earlier this week, home-
less advocates attempted to 
block the sweep by claim-
ing in a letter to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Vince Chhabria 
that the county hadn’t 
offered adequate shelter 
to everyone living on the 
trial before they starting to 
clear it. Chhabria, how-
ever, denied the request 
Wednesday, clarifying that 
county officials intend to 
offer a housing alternative 
to each homeless camp-
er before removing that 
individual from the trail, 
which would comply with 
a 2019 court order. 

Marcos Ramirez of  the 
Squeaky Wheel Coalition 
disputed that and ques-
tioned why Sonoma Coun-
ty Fairgrounds was off the 
table for an emergency 
shelter when no other new 
temporary shelter space 
besides Los Guilicos has 
been publicly identified.

“That’s where this 
county has previously and 
effectively supported the 
community in emergen-
cies,” Ramirez said. “So 
why have we not opened 
the fairgrounds? I can only 
imagine it’s for political 
reasons and not for hu-
manitarian reasons.”

You can reach Staff Writer 
Yousef  Baig at 707-521-
5390 or yousef.baig@press-
democrat.com. On Twitter 
@YousefBaig. You can 
reach Staff Writer Chan-
telle Lee at 707-521-5337 or 
chantelle.lee@pressdemo-
crat.com. On Twitter  
@ChantelleHLee.
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An ill homeless woman tries to find some rest just an hour before authorities were scheduled to remove the last of the 
campers from their tents in the encampment along the Joe Rodota trail on Friday.

HOMELESS
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Sonoma County Park Ranger Kep Eng walks past piles of garbage in a homeless 
encampment along the Joe Rodota trail on Friday.

Lisa Swaney, right, called “Mom,” packs up her belongings 
in a tent she shares with other homeless women, including 
Zo, who didn’t want to give her last name, before the local 
authorities’ sweep of the homeless encampment.  
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