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We’re lucky. This time of  
the year around here, 
charitable all-you-

can-eat crab feeds are nearly as 
ubiquitous as Starbucks.

Shouldn’t that be Starbuck-
ses?

Regardless, the seasonal 
proliferation of  nonprofit 
Dungeness feasts has some of  
us debating which are the best, 
or the most worthy. 

There are folks in metropoli-
tan Sebastopol, I am aware, who 
contend that No. 1 is the crab 
feed conceived by late banker, 
hardware man and community 
angel Mark Sell. He and his 
Rotary Club members started 
a feed to help teachers who too 
often spend their own money 
for classroom essentials and 
extras, or go without.

One thing unusual about the 
Sebastopol Rotary feed, which 

takes place with two seatings on 
Saturday night, is that the club 
buys live crabs from The Tides 
in Bodega Bay, not crabs that 
have been cooked and cracked 
and boxed.

It’ll be a major production 
Friday when a truck full of  
crabs pulls up and the Rotari-
ans set to boiling them.

The spirit of  Mark Sell, you 
can be sure, will be present.

Mark came to Sebastopol 
in the early 1980s to manage 
the town’s Bank of  America 
branch. Among the things he 
came to love about west Sono-
ma County were the country 

cornucopia of  merchandise and 
the clientele and the vibe of  
Sebastopol Hardware.

Mark’s friendship with pro-
prietor Jack Jones led him to 
leave BofA and become a part-
ner in the store. He came to no-
tice the teachers who shopped 
at the store for supplies that 
one might assume would be 
provided by their schools.

Conversations with teachers 
impressed on Mark that they 
need help to pay not only for 
materials, but for potentially 
valuable educational activities 
and opportunities for which 
there is no budget.

He said once, “Teachers have 
the ability to provide creative 
programs and wonderful 
education, but often the thing 
that holds them back is money. 
We recognize this need and are 
doing something about it.”

“We” was his Rotary Club, 
which 14 years ago created 
the Mark Sell Rotary Teacher 
Grant program and began 
funding it with proceeds of  the 
club’s crab feed.

To date, Rotarians have 
granted teachers $299,317.

Mark, the Sebastopol Cham-
ber of  Commerce’s 2007 Citizen 
of  the Year, was just 66 when 
he died in 2017. His mission to 
boost local schools and the crab 
feed that funds it lives on.

See more at sebastopolrotary.
com.

THE OTHER FÚTBOL: As 
Herman J. Hernandez pre-
pared to visit family in Mexico, 
the community titan from 
Guerneville packed enough 
49er championship caps and 
shirts and other paraphernalia 
to outfit a team.

The goodies assure that Her-
man, founder of  the youth-serv-
ing Los Cien Sonoma County, 
will be very popular at what 
might well be the biggest Super 
Bowl party in all of  León.

Herman, named 2018 Citizen 
of  the Year by the Santa Rosa 
Metro Chamber, said football 
doesn’t excite people in Mexico 
like fútbol, or soccer, does.

“In the Mexico City airport,” 
he said from León, “I was the 
only one who had a 49er cham-
pionship cap on.”

He expects that during the 
game the tamales his sister-
in-law and nieces made will go 
well with his contribution of  
Carlos Chavez Cellars wines 
from Healdsburg.

You can reach Staff Writer Chris 
Smith at 707-521-5211 or chris.
smith@pressdemocrat.com.

Among all of our crab feeds, Mark Sell’s has a leg up
CHRIS SMITH
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A homeless man known as Snoop sits among his belongings beside Stony Point Road after being forced by authorities on Saturday to vacate his 
encampment along the Joe Rodota Trail in Santa Rosa. While some of the homeless people have shelter, others wonder what comes next.

In the cold and fog Saturday morning, 
Danae Hayworth gazed absently at 
traffic passing by on Sebastopol Road, 

her legs bouncing restlessly though she 
was exhausted from hauling all her stuff.

She sat on the edge of  a wheeled dolly 
stacked neatly with bins and folded 
bedding, resting on the sidewalk near the 
southwest Santa Rosa post office. She had 
just run out of  steam transferring her 
belongings from a self-storage business on 
Lombardi Court, where she had bedded 
down the previous night.

On the lawn several yards behind her 
was an upright grocery buggy packed with 
her tent and other belongings, its tires flat. 
Her bike lay on the sidewalk beside her. 

Her purse, she said, fell off her bike the 
night before while leaving her campsite 
along the Joe Rodota Trail. “Some girl ran 
off with it,” she said. Inside was the debit 
card that allowed her to access her Social 
Security funds. She had forgotten the pass-
code for her phone, and she hadn’t been 
able to call and put a stop on the card, 
which worried her.

Like scores of  other unhoused individu-
als who in recent months had made their 
homes on a popular public trail stretching 
west from Santa Rosa, Hayworth, 50, finds 
herself  once again in limbo — aimlessly 
wondering where to go next, now that the 
county has closed the unsightly camp that 

took root on the trail late last summer and 
just kept growing.

“I’m glad the kids have the trail back,” 
Hayworth said brightly. “The kids need 
it.”

Sonoma County officials estimated as 
many as 250 people had taken up resi-
dence along about 2 miles of  the 8½-mile 

trail linking Santa Rosa and Sebastopol 
by the time authorities cleared everyone 
off Friday. County officials declared the 
sprawling, rat-infested encampment a 
humanitarian crisis in which there were 
open drug sales and drug use, inadequate 

Where will they go now?
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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An estimated 100 homeless people scatter, some to nearby neighborhoods

A homeless man pushes carts containing his belongings down Stony Point Road on Saturday.

Board 
may 
sanction 
doctor

The state medical board has 
filed a disciplinary complaint 
against a Santa Rosa doctor 
accused of  improperly grant-
ing medical exemptions that 
allowed three children to avoid 
state-required vaccinations.

Dr. Ron Kennedy, a board- 
certified doctor since 1975 who 
works at an anti-aging clinic on 
Guerneville Road, could face 
revocation or suspension of  his 
license if  regulators uphold the 
allegations in the complaint 
filed Wednesday by Christine 
Lally, interim executive director 
of  the Medical Board of  Califor-
nia.

A woman who answered the 
phone at both Kennedy’s clin-
ic and home on Saturday night 
said the doctor had no comment 
on the charges.

Under state law, children 
must be vaccinated against 
10  preventable infectious dis-
eases — including measles, 
mumps, rubella, chickenpox 
and whooping cough — to at-
tend public schools, unless they 
are exempted by a doctor for 
medical reasons.

Until 2016, the state allowed 
parents who believed vaccines 
were harmful to reject vacci-
nations for their children. The 
Legislature ended the so-called 
“personal belief” exemption in 
2015, one year after a measles 
outbreak was traced to unvac-
cinated children visiting Disne-
yland.

Medical exemptions for vac-
cines more than tripled after 
passage of  the 2016 law, prompt-
ing state lawmakers to enact an 
even more stringent law in 2019 
designed to cut down on frivo-
lous waivers sought by parents 
who did not have a legitimate 
medical basis. The new law re-
quires state medical officials to 
review exemptions from doctors 
who submit five or more exemp-
tions annually or schools with 
an immunization rate of  less 
than 95%.

Kennedy began issuing  

SANTA ROSA » Kennedy  
charged with negligence 
in vaccine exemptions 
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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SEEKING VOLUNTEER MEDICAL
PROVIDERS AND NURSES

“The clinic lifts me up. It’s such a wonderful
opportunity to give. I feel lighter every time I

drive home after an afternoon or evening clinic!”
--JCFC Provider

The JCFC provides completely free
medical care and social services to anyone
in need, regardless of religion, always in

an atmosphere of respect and compassion.

SAVE THE DATE: APRIL 5, 2020
Works of Heart Art Show and Dinner

Reflecting Democracy, Openness, and Inclusivity
Art Applicants and Volunteers Needed

50 Montgomery Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Call us at 707-585-7780
www.jewishfreeclinic.org
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sanitation, fire hazards 
and many other public 
health and safety threats.

But even after funneling 
$2 million into a tempo-
rary village of  tiny homes 
for 60 residents fresh off 
the trail, and persuading 
several dozen other res-
idents to accept emer-
gency shelter elsewhere, 
stakeholders estimate 
100 or more people were 
scattered to the winds. 
All were ordered to leave 
the trailside encampment 
with whatever property 
they could salvage before 
the chain-link fencing was 
chained shut.

New encampments of  
10 to 12 people already had 
sprung up Saturday at the 
Piner Road Skate Park 
and on a short stretch of  
road near a cow pasture 
off West Robles Road in 
southwest Santa Rosa, 
though police had stopped 
by both to tell occupants to 
move on.

Up and down Sebasto-
pol Road — on roadway 
shoulders, in parking lots, 
in the alcoves of  commer-
cial buildings — mounded 
shopping carts piled with 
bike parts, wooden pallets 
and bright blue tarps 
offered clues Saturday 
of  the exodus from the 
trail encampment. More 
makeshift wagon trains 
were amassed outside the 
trail fencing on both sides 
of  Stony Point Road, as 
well as on a wide patch 
of  shoulder at Sebastopol 
Road and Brittain Lane.

If  their owners were 
anywhere nearby, they 
generally shared the same 
dazed look — what one 
man described as a “zom-
bie-like” appearance he’d 
observed across the area 
when the trail was official-
ly cleared of  its occupants 
and locked up late Friday. 

Two of  them were Jason 
Chase and Nikki Ell, who 
somehow made their way 
down Sebastopol Road 
with an old metal bakery 
rack they’d found behind 
FoodMaxx one time and 
fixed with new wheels. 

Chase, 31, said he was 
offered shelter but wasn’t 
going to take a place that 
wouldn’t let him be with 
his wife — an option he 
was not offered even 

though co-housing for 
spouses and domestic 
partners is among the 
requirements of  a legal 
settlement reached last 
summer between the coun-
ty, the city of  Santa Rosa, 
homeless advocates and 
several homeless individu-
als moved from a previous 
encampment.

“It’s not like I was 
saying, ‘No, no, no, no,’ 
because I wanted to stay 
on the trail,” Chase said. 
“It’s not the Ritz.”

But given a life already 
filled with trauma, sepa-
ration was not an option, 
he said. So he and Ell 
traipsed down Sebastopol 
Road with their belong-
ings, landing late Friday 
on a wide shoulder near 
Brittain Lane. They set 
the bins aside and spent 
the night sitting up on the 
cold, metal rack, under a 
tarp after it was clear they 
wouldn’t fit on it lying 
down.

“We used hand sanitizer 
to keep us warm, because 
it lights on fire,” Chase 
said, “when other people 
were given hotel vouchers. 
It’s not fair to be either 
subjected to being arrested 

for trespassing or have 
to be separated from my 
wife.”

For residents who live 
in the neighborhood just 
around the corner on Brit-
tain Lane, many of  whose 
homes back up to the Joe 
Rodota Trail, the prospect 
of  random people setting 
up unauthorized camps 
off the trail is concerning. 
They were adamant that 
six people who found their 
way to the end of  their 
road, like Chase and Ell, 
not return, saying one 
man had brandished a 
sledge hammer when a 
neighbor told him to leave.

“I’m still sleeping with 
my eyes half  open,” said 
one neighbor, Lino Musso.

Another neighbor, Jason 
Kindle, said he was look-
ing forward to reclaiming 
a sense of  peace and quiet. 
Like Musso, his home 
backs up to the trail, so 
the decision to clear the 
encampment comes as a 
long overdue relief, given 
the drugs, the rats and 
the trespassing. A few 
days ago, a trail occupant 
threatened to climb the 
fence into his yard and 
burn down his family 
home.

But now, instead of  an 

unsavory mess on the trail, 
Kindle said, “Everybody 
they just shotgun blasted 
within a mile radius of  
the trail is literally in the 
neighborhoods.”

He said his police scan-
ner was buzzing all night 
with calls about unwanted 
trespassers, while the lock 
on the fence at the end of  
Brittain at the trail had 
been cut repeatedly by 
people trying to get back 
into the camp.

Inside the perimeter of  
chain-link fence patrolled 
by Sonoma County Re-
gional Park rangers and 
private security, a team of  
18 workers on Saturday set 
about clearing the trail of  
debris and belongings left 
behind by people unable to 
remove their property in 
the time allotted.

Several hundred tons of  
debris were estimated to 
remain strewn along the 
path, though crews worked 
quickly to move belong-
ings along several yards of  
trail into neat, segregated 
piles of  trash, wooden pal-
lets and other materials on 
the north side of  the trail 
while raking the southern 
edge.

Steve White, a division 
manager with CPM Envi-
ronmental, said the work 
was difficult and sobering, 
given the number of  used 
hypodermic needles crews 
had found, as well as 
bottles, buckets and other 
receptacles containing 
human waste.

They also had stirred up 
rats among the campsites, 
even though traps line 
the trail. He expected that 
workers would be clearing 
the trail through the week 
before the next phase of  
sanitizing the trail could 
begin.

Many former residents 
tried to return for their 
belongings, a troubling cir-
cumstance for his crews, 
who aren’t authorized to 
provide access, he said.

“We’re just here to do 
our job,” White said.

County officials have 
said the trail will be closed 
for several weeks while it 
is restored for public use.

You can reach Staff Writer 
Mary Callahan at 707-521-
5249 or mary.callahan@
pressdemocrat.com. On 
Twitter @MaryCallah-
anB.
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Corey Gamboa throws a stick for his dog, Teggy, on Saturday at a newly erected homeless encampment in Santa Rosa.

A winter coat hangs on the newly erected fence blocking 
access to the Joe Rodota Trail at the end of Brittain Lane. 

medical exemptions to 
school-aged children in 
2016 after the state re-
pealed the exemption for 
personal beliefs, according 
to the state complaint. The 
following year, the Sono-
ma County Department of  
Public Health Services had 
received “multiple com-
plaints” from schools and 

preschools about Kenne-
dy’s exemptions, according 
to the state filing.

The state medical board 
received a complaint from 
a school nurse in August 
2017 over a vaccine ex-
emption from Kennedy for 
a seventh-grade girl that 
did not appear to be valid. 
The girl previously had a 
personal belief  exemption, 
but after that was eliminat-
ed, presented a permanent 
medical exemption to the 
school. The nurse stated 

the school had no medical 
information that would 
support such an exemp-
tion.

Under a court order, 
the state board obtained 
Kennedy’s records for the 
girl last June. His records 
stated the girl “has always 
enjoyed good health” and 
had no medical condition 
indicating she could be 
potentially vulnerable to a 
vaccine, according to the 
complaint. Her parents 
opposed vaccines and con-

sulted with Kennedy to ob-
tain a medical exemption, 
the state alleged.

In another case, a father 
contacted the state med-
ical board in November 
2017 over an exemption 
Kennedy wrote for his 1- 
and 3-year-old sons with-
out his consent. Under a 
court order, the state board 
obtained the boys’ medi-
cal records and found the 
mother had told Kennedy 
the 3-year-old got sick af-
ter previous vaccinations. 

A physical exam, however, 
found the child was nor-
mal. Kennedy provided 
an exemption to both boys 
based on the mother’s fam-
ily history “of  a variety 
of  events” after immuni-
zations, according to the 
complaint.

Kennedy rescinded his 
exemption for both boys in 
January 2018 after the fa-
ther demanded it.

In the complaint, Kenne-
dy was charged with four 
formal causes of  discipline 

by the state board. Three 
were for gross negligence 
and incompetency for his 
treatment of  the three chil-
dren and one was for inad-
equate record keeping.

Lally requested a hear-
ing on the allegations be-
fore the Medical Board of  
California.

You can reach Staff Writer 
Bill Swindell at 707-521-
5223 or bill.swindell@
pressdemocrat.com. On 
Twitter @BillSwindell. 
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2020 is the year...
you stop hiding your arms

by Board Certified Dr. Eric Culbertson

thanks to theArm Lift

Dr. Culbertson’s Arm Lift discretely addresses excess skin and fat of the upper
arms, restoring tone and proportion. Call for your free consultation today.

STRONG HEARTS ARE BUILT AT THE Y

 Get Physical. Being physically active
everyday is fun and can improve the function
of your heart.

 Shape up those Recipes. Makeover
your family’s favorite recipes by reducing the
amount of salt and saturated fat.

 Play Together. Reduce stress by
spending time together as a family.

Sonoma County Family YMCA
1111 College Avenue 545-9622

scfymca.org

46% of Americans have
high blood pressure
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