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Iowa caucuses results delayed
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A work crew contracted by the Sonoma County Transportation & Public Works department removes a homeless dwelling on Monday along the 
Joe Rodota Trail near North Wright Road in Santa Rosa.

Trail cleanup underway
SANTA ROSA » County officials estimate it will take until March to clear  
hundreds of tons of debris from former illegal homeless camp, restore site   

When Jon George came home from 
work Monday, he saw his wife, 
Tara George, crying in the front 

yard. 
She was doing yard work and when he 

asked her what was wrong, she told him 
she was crying “tears of  joy.” 

“I can’t remember the last time I was 
able to do this uninterrupted,” she said. 

It would have been before October, when 
the Joe Rodota Trail near the Georges’ 
Brittain Lane Santa Rosa home became 
ground zero for the largest homeless en-

campment in Sonoma County history. As 
many as 250 people crowded into a 2-mile 
stretch of  the bike and pedestrian trail, 
creating a nuisance for neighbors and 
a public health crisis for those living in 
squalid conditions on the trail. 

Friday marked the end for trail camp-
ers, as Sonoma County Parks and other 
officials, along with Santa Rosa Police, 
evicted those still lingering on the 8½-mile 
trail between Santa Rosa and Sebastopol. 
Many were moved to shelters, including 
a new, county-sanctioned camp at Los 
Guilicos Juvenile Justice Center in east 
Santa Rosa. 

By Monday, workers with industrial 

cleanup firm Ancon Services wore pro-
tective clothing as they picked through 
campsites along the trail near South 
Wright Road, the westernmost edge of  the 
encampment. 

Sonoma County Public Works Director 
Johannes Hoevertsz said cleanup is slated 
to take two weeks, and involve removing 
everything from camping gear to propane, 
human feces and used syringes. County 
officials estimated several hundred tons of  
debris remain strewn on the trail. It will 
take two additional weeks for restoration 
work, including reseeding the grassy 

Senate hears closing arguments in Trump trial

WASHINGTON — Arguments 
for and against President Donald 
Trump’s ouster ended Monday in the 
Senate impeachment trial, with the 
House managers calling the president 
a danger to democracy because of  his 
actions toward Ukraine and Trump’s 
legal team arguing that impeach-
ment, not Trump’s conduct, is the real 
threat.

Two days before Trump’s expected 
acquittal, the two sides summarized 

their arguments and pleaded for 
agreement before a chamber that had 
largely made up its mind. Democrats 
have nowhere near the two-thirds of  
the Senate needed to remove Trump 
from office, and the only remaining 
drama centered on a few possible 
swing votes from each party, partic-
ularly the handful of  Democrats who 
would hand Trump a messaging victo-
ry if  they join Republicans on the final 
votes.

In a floor speech, Sen. Joe Man-
chin, D-West Virginia, declined to 
announce his decision, but he asked 
his colleagues to consider censuring 

Trump, a rebuke less severe than re-
moval from office that few senators 
were willing to pursue. Sen. Doug 
Jones, D-Alabama, said he remains 
undecided about how he will vote.

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alas-
ka, condemned the House’s probe 
while also calling Trump’s behavior 
“shameful and wrong.” But she said 
she could not vote to convict.

Meanwhile, House impeachment 
manager Adam Schiff, D-Burbank, ar-
gued that senators who believe Trump 
will change in his approach to the 
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Eric Rhodes, center, of Dubuque, Iowa, shows his support for presidential 
candidate Pete Buttigieg during the Democratic caucus at the Tri-State 
Independent Blind Society in Dubuque on Monday.

DES MOINES, Iowa — A night 
that was supposed to bring clar-
ity to the Democratic presiden-
tial contest turned into a long 
ordeal of  confusion and delays 
Monday, as the Iowa Democrat-
ic Party failed to report results 
from more than a handful of  
precincts for hours after the 
state’s famed caucuses began.

Struggling to adopt a new 

byzantine process of  tabulating 
results, Iowa Democrats offered 
little explanation for the prob-
lem for hours after the caucuses 
began. Eventually, not long be-
fore midnight on the East Coast, 
a spokeswoman for the state 
party said there was no issue 
with the integrity of  the vote but 
it was taking longer than antic-
ipated to collect and check the 
reported data for irregularities.

“This is simply a reporting is-
sue, the app did not go down and 
this is not a hack or an intru-
sion,” said Mandy McClure, a 
spokeswoman for the Iowa Dem-
ocratic Party. “The underlying 
data and paper trail is sound 
and will simply take time to fur-

ther report the results.”
In the absence of  hard results, 

election watchers in Iowa and 
across the country who had ea-
gerly been awaiting the start of  
the Democratic nominating pro-
cess had to make do with tele-
vised snippets of  scenes from 
caucus sites, many of  them 
playing out in messy fashion 
on college campuses and local 
meeting halls and gymnasiums.

And after anxiously awaiting 
results for much of  the evening, 
the candidates grew impatient 
and, one after another, raced to 
their election night parties to 
address their supporters and 

Democratic candidates 
forced to wait as officials 
sort technical problems
By ALEXANDER BURNS 
AND JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Lisa
Murkowski
Alaska senator 
criticized Trump’s 
behavior but 
said she could not 
vote to convict.

Push 
to take 
over 
PG&E

A Northern California sena-
tor Monday launched a formal 
bid to turn PG&E into a public-
ly-owned utility, a rebuke of  the 
company responsible for a se-
ries of  deadly wildfires and pow-
er shut-offs that left millions of  
Californians in the dark.

State Sen. Scott Wiener, 
D-San Francisco, introduced 
SB 917 that would wrest control 
of  PG&E from its investors and 
create the Northern California 
Energy Utility District, a state-
run electricity and gas provider 
organized geographically into 
districts and governed by an 
elected board. 

Convinced PG&E cannot pro-
vide safe and reliable electric 
service, Wiener proposed that 
taxpayers borrow money to buy 
all shares of  PG&E stock, which 
has a market value of  about $9 
billion, and turn it into a public 
entity subject to open-records 
laws. Local governments would 
have a chance to buy pieces of  
the network to start their own 
municipal power districts.

“PG&E is a failed utility with 
a track record of  prioritizing 
profits over safety,” Wiener said 
Monday during a press confer-
ence outside the state building 
near San Francisco City Hall. 
“It’s time for a new start.”

PG&E has repeatedly object-
ed to suggestions that public 

Legislation seeks to turn 
bankrupt company into 
publicly owned utility
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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areas. 
The trail won’t open again to 

the public until March, at the 
earliest, Hoevertsz said, saying 
he wasn’t able to offer a more 
specific timeline because offi-
cials don’t yet know “what’s un-
der the tarps, under the tents.” 

Some of  the sites, particularly 
those that burned in campsite 
fires, will require soil testing 
and potential excavation. Ancon 
Services, based near the Valero 
Benicia Refinery, touts online its 
expertise in industrial cleaning, 
including toxic oil and gas tanks. 
Ancon has a contract with Sono-
ma County capped at $150,000. 
County parks crews will take 
over afterward, doing final res-
toration work on the trail before 
finally reopening it to the public, 
Hoevertsz said.

“That’s the plan of  attack,” 
Hoevertsz said. 

In many ways, trail resto-
ration will mirror post-fire 
cleanups. They involved an 
initial scan of  the area for 
immediate environmental 
hazards, picking through debris 
for household hazardous waste, 
including propane tanks, then 
more detailed scouring for other 

hazardous waste, including 
chemicals, bodily fluids and 
used syringes. 

Hoevertsz said crews working 
on the trail are being careful to 
capture any potentially toxic 
runoff, with plans to use wattles 
and absorbent membranes 
and saying it’s fortunate that it 
hasn’t rained recently. 

In the meantime, the 2-mile 
stretch, from Roberts Avenue 
to South Wright Road, will be 
closed. 

“We’re trying to work as fast 
as we can with what we have so 
we can restore the trail back for 
people to enjoy,” Hoevertsz said.

County Supervisor Lynda 
Hopkins, in a Facebook post 
over the weekend, said she didn’t 
like using the word “success” in 
describing the now-cleared trail. 
She reiterated her concerns in a 
phone interview Monday, saying 
she’d prefer to focus on next 
steps. 

“I do want to have a conversa-
tion about how we can reinvent 
the trail as a linear park,” Hop-
kins said, referencing the addi-
tion of  other recreation options 
and supposing that keeping the 
trail busy would be one way to 
ward off future encampments. 

Barbie Robinson, the county’s 
top homelessness official, said 
the trail clearance kicks off a 
more deliberative process for 

addressing homelessness in 
Sonoma County. 

Robinson said the county is 
still weeks away from housing 
people in two properties it seeks 
to buy for about $2 million. The 
people have not yet been iden-
tified for the homes on Sonoma 
Avenue in Santa Rosa and in 
Cotati. Former Rodota trail res-
idents are still favored for those 
spots, Robinson said. 

With county officials still 
seeking to close the 60-person, 
temporary Los Guilicos home-
less shelter by April, work is on-
going to secure more permanent 
shelter sites in the county. 

Staff is poring over responses 
for proposals from private enti-
ties seeking to open two indoor/
outdoor homeless shelters that 
would serve up to 40 people 
apiece and include safe parking. 
That $2.8 million project would 
last through 2020, and be paid 
for through the county’s general 
fund. 

Robinson, the county’s health 
services director and recently 
appointed interim Community 
Development Commission exec-
utive director, said her message 
to staff has been simple: The 
work is just beginning now. 

“I am really proud of  the work 
the county staff did to clear the 
trail, and I’m looking forward to 
supporting and leading efforts 

to try to get our head around 
trying to address homelessness 
in a more … strategic way,” 
Robinson said.

As many as 100 former Rodota 
trail campers were left with no-
where to go Friday, after either 
refusing shelter services or not 
being offered services. There are 
about 3,000 people struggling 
with homelessness countywide, 
according to the January 2019 
count. Nearly 2,000 of  those are 
considered unsheltered.

George said he has seen a few 
of  the homeless people who used 
to call the Rodota trail home, but 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic on 
his dead-end street has slowed 
considerably over the weekend. 

“The homeless are now scat-
tered throughout the neighbor-
hood,” he said via text message. 
“I have started a vigilante group 
sharing new locations of  en-
campments popping up.”

Scott Wagner, a longtime 
homeless advocate who works 
with Sonoma Applied Village 
Services, said he has had trouble 
finding people so far, calling 
it unusual in the wake of  past 
homeless encampment sweeps. 

He said his group is hosting 
a volunteer dinner Thursday to 
train people who want to help 
on the next steps. Part of  that 
is attempting to discretely help 
people to avoid attracting police 

or other unwanted attention. 
“Then working with county 

officials to get toilets and sani-
tation services and clean water 
to all of  the significant encamp-
ments in Sonoma County,” 
Wagner said, admitting that he’s 
not sure whether that conversa-
tion can even be broached with 
government officials, who have 
long been against the approach. 

It took months before county 
leaders agreed to allow porta-
ble toilets and hand-washing 
stations at the Rodota trail, with 
county housing officials saying 
such services don’t help get 
people off the streets. 

Wagner, whose group has re-
cently signed several contracts 
with the county to provide ser-
vices for homeless people, said 
he thinks the county is on the 
right track. Some of  his more 
activism-inclined friends say the 
county must do more, pointing 
to the fact that a large portion of  
those cleared from the trail did 
not get into the sanctioned camp 
at Los Guilicos. 

“They worry about (the 
others); there’s not an answer 
for them yet — and that’s true,” 
Wagner said. “But this is a 
start.” 

You can reach Staff Writer Tyler 
Silvy at 707-526-8667 or at tyler.
silvy@pressdemocrat.com. 

presidency are mistaken.
“He has betrayed our na-

tional security, and he will 
do so again. He has com-
promised our elections, 
and he will do so again. 
You will not change him. 
You cannot constrain him. 
He is who he is. Truth mat-
ters little to him. What’s 
right matters even less, 
and decency matters not at 
all,” Schiff said.

White House Counsel 
Pat Cipollone argued that 
Trump has done “nothing 
wrong.”

“These types of  im-
peachments must end,” he 
told the senators. “You will 
vindicate the right to vote. 
You’ll vindicate the Con-
stitution. You’ll vindicate 
the rule of  law by rejecting 
these articles. And I ask 
you to do that on a biparti-
san basis.”

Closing statements 
from House managers and 
Trump’s legal team con-
sumed just over four hours 
on the Senate floor, a lei-
surely day reflecting the 
sense on Capitol Hill that 
the trial’s outcome was a 
foregone conclusion.

The Senate voted Friday 
to block witnesses and ev-
idence related to Trump’s 
conduct, barring addition-
al information that could 
sway moderate Republi-
cans and setting up a final 
vote for Wednesday, after 
Trump’s State of  the Union 
address on Tuesday night.

The feeling of  anticli-
max was heightened by a 
shift in the political spot-
light toward Iowa, with the 
first nominating contest of  
the 2020 election Monday 
night. 

The four Democratic 
senators who are running 
for president were prevent-
ed from traveling to the 
early-voting states until af-
ter the arguments conclud-
ed in the early afternoon.

House managers and 
Trump’s legal team crafted 
their remarks with a view 
toward the campaign trail 
— voters will decide the fu-
ture of  his presidency.

“We’re sitting here on 
the day that election sea-
son begins in Iowa,” Cipol-
lone said in his closing re-
marks.

“It is wrong. There is 

only one answer to that, 
and the answer is to reject 
those articles of  impeach-
ment, to have confidence 
in the American people, to 
have confidence in the re-
sult of  the upcoming elec-
tion, to have confidence 
and respect for the last 
election and not throw it 
out.”

Trump is accused of  
withholding military aid 
and an Oval Office meeting 
to push Ukraine’s leaders 
into announcing probes 
of  Democrats, including 
former vice president Joe 
Biden, now a presiden-
tial candidate, and his son 
Hunter. 

The House impeached 
the president in December 
on two counts — abuse 
of  power and obstruction 
of  Congress — related to 
these allegations and his 
response to the investiga-
tion.

Schiff argued that 
Trump lacks the character 
to comport himself  proper-
ly as president, describing 
his behavior as “far more 
destructive” than the ac-
tions of  Presidents Richard 
Nixon and Bill Clinton that 
triggered their impeach-
ment proceedings.

“If  you find that the 
House has proved his case 
and still vote to acquit, 
your name will be tied to 
his with a cord of  steel and 
for all of  history,” Schiff 
told Republicans who have 
called Trump’s behavior 
inappropriate. 

“But if  you find the cour-
age to stand up to him, to 
speak the awful truth to his 
rank falsehood, your place 
will be among the Davids 
who took on Goliath, if  
only you will say enough.”

Lawyers for Trump said 
his conduct was not im-
proper and not impeach-
able.

“However you are to 
define high crimes and 
misdemeanors, there is 
no definition that includes 
disagreeing with a policy 
decision as an acceptable 
ground to removal of  a 
president of  the United 
States,” said Trump attor-
ney Jay Sekulow.

More Senate Republi-
cans have acknowledged 
since Friday that the pres-
ident’s behavior was prob-
lematic, though none is ex-
pected to cross party lines 
and vote to eject him from 
office.

CLEANUP
CONTINUED FROM A1

SENATE
CONTINUED FROM A1

LIZ MARTIN / THE GAZETTE

A group of caucusgoers moves into position to show support for Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vermont, during a multilingual 
caucus on Monday at Hoover Elementary School in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

get a few minutes of  live television 
coverage. Without final results, 
none of  them immediately emerged 
as a loser, allowing the candidates to 
project optimism and conceal their 
frustrations.

Pete Buttigieg, the former may-
or of  South Bend, Indiana, was the 
most upbeat, crowing that “we are 
going on to New Hampshire victori-
ous,” though there were no results 
to back up his boast.

By 10:15 p.m. Central time, the 
Iowa Democratic Party acknowl-
edged in an emergency conference 
call with representatives for the can-
didates that there had been difficul-
ties with the tabulation, according 
to a senior official with one of  the 
campaigns. The delay, officials said, 
arose from the new rules requiring 
caucus leaders to report three sets 
of  numbers to party headquarters, 
rather than just the delegate totals 
emerging from the complex caucus 
process.

But when the campaign officials 
grew impatient and asked when the 
results would be disclosed, the state 
party leaders quickly ended the 
discussion, according to two Demo-
crats who were on the call.

While precinct captains across 
the state struggled to report the re-
sults, first with the app and then af-
ter calling and waiting on hold, the 
campaigns vented quiet fury at the 

lack of  clarity about the outcome 
in a contest most of  them had spent 
hundreds of  days and millions of  
dollars to win.

Biden’s campaign hastily dashed 
off a letter to the Iowa Democratic 
Party’s leaders requesting a “full 
explanation” for the failures “before 
any official results are released.”

As the throng of  candidates wait-
ed for the results Sen. Amy Klobu-
char of  Minnesota, an underdog in 
the caucuses, finally broke the si-
lence before a crowd of  supporters 
in downtown Des Moines.

Briefly noting the delays, Klo-
buchar declared, “We do know one 
thing: We are punching above our 
weight.” 

With her actual standing in the 
caucuses unknown, she said she 
would be headed to New Hampshire 
soon to continue campaigning there.

Biden and Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
of  Massachusetts addressed their 
supporters soon afterward, with 
Biden noting that the state party 
was laboring to determine the re-
sults and that he was turning to-
ward New Hampshire’s primary. 

Warren, branding the contest 
“too close to call,” pointed to the 
next round of  contests and said her 
campaign was prepared for “a long 
haul.”

Following them was Sen. Bernie 
Sanders of  Vermont — perceived 
as the candidate gathering momen-
tum in the days before the caucuses 
— who promised his crowd that “at 
some point the results will be an-
nounced.”

When that happens, Sanders said, 
“we’re going to be doing very, very 
well here in Iowa.”

But nobody tried to seize the mo-
ment more aggressively, or perhaps 
brazenly, than Buttigieg, who said 
Iowa had “shocked the nation.”

His attempt to claim a victory 
without any corresponding evi-
dence recalled Bill Clinton’s mem-
orable declaration before the 1992 
New Hampshire primary results 
were fully known that the state’s 
voters had made him “the comeback 
kid.”

The vote-counting delay, though, 
was a deflating moment at the out-
set of  an election Democrats have 
been eagerly awaiting since Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s victory and, 
momentarily at least, denied them 
any hint of  clarity about their presi-
dential primary.

Since the caucuses began 50 years 
ago, Iowa Democrats reported only 
one number: the delegate count 
from each of  the state’s precincts.

But after the razor-close finish 
in 2016, Sanders’ allies pushed the 
Democratic National Committee to 
require caucus states to track and 
report the raw numbers of  how 
many people supported each candi-
date. 

For Iowa, the new reporting stan-
dards meant counting how many 
people backed each candidate on the 
first and second balloting. 

That change, requiring reporting 
of  three separate numbers from 
each of  the state’s precincts, slowed 
reporting the results.

IOWA
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