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Stanislaus County had a
tough battle with the COVID-19
epidemic in July. 

But leaders insist they are not
sitting on their hands as the
grueling pandemic continues
into August.

Along with assistance prom-
ised by the state last week, coun-
ty government is trying to expand
contact tracing and expects to
roll out a mobile testing service
as early as next week.

The county does not have a
silver bullet for reducing the
spread of coronavirus in hard-to-
reach neighborhoods in Modesto,
where infections spread rapidly

last month. But it is teaming up
with community organizations to
work on solutions.

A surge of infections believed
to have started in mid-June ex-
ploded with 5,427 confirmed
cases in July and the positive test
rate soared to a state-high 23
percent, putting strain on local
hospitals and the health system.
Sixty county residents lost their

lives to COVID-19 last month,
raising the death toll to 104.

County leaders are feeling the
pressure to get the epidemic
under control, so students can
safely return to school campus-
es and business operations can
resume.

They’re also dealing with a
population that is not nearly
100 percent compliant with face

coverings and social distancing
advice. Last month, the rate of
new infections swelled in the
county’s nine cities and unin-
corporated towns. As of Sat-
urday, Stanislaus County had a
total of 9,061 cases of coro-
navirus since the outbreak be-
gan, according to state data.

Pat Burns, administrative fire
captain for the Salida Fire Pro-
tection District, said at a virtual
municipal advisory council
meeting last week that at least
half of the district’s calls are
medical assists for people with
COVID symptoms or people
who previously tested positive.

He said crews decontaminate 

Stanislaus Co. leaders tout
efforts to contain outbreak
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

SEE CHALLENGES, 12A

WASHINGTON
Lawmakers participating in

rare weekend talks on a huge
coronavirus relief measure re-
ported progress on Saturday, as
political pressure mounts to
restore a newly expired $600-
per-week supplemental unem-
ployment benefit and send
funding to help schools reopen.

“This was the longest meeting
we had and it was more produc-
tive than the other meetings,”
said Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. “We’re
not close yet, but it was a pro-
ductive discussion – now each
side knows where they’re at.”

Schumer spoke alongside
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif., after meeting for three
hours with Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin and White
House chief of staff Mark
Meadows.

The Democratic duo is eager
for an expansive agreement, as
are President Donald Trump and
top Republicans like Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky. But perhaps one half
of Senate Republicans, mostly
conservatives and those not fac-
ing difficult races this fall, are
likely to oppose any deal.

Prior talks yielded little pro-
gress. The administration is will-
ing to extend the $600 jobless
benefit, at least in the short term,
but is balking at other Democrat-
ic demands like aid for state and
local governments, food stamp
increases, and assistance to rent-
ers and homeowners.

Pelosi mentioned food aid
and funding for voting by mail
after the negotiating session
was over. She and Schumer
appeared more upbeat than they
have after earlier meetings.

“We have to get rid of this
virus so that we can open our
economy, safely open our
schools, and to do so in a way 

Small
progress 
on new
relief deal 
BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press

SEE CONGRESS, 4A

Following the Money: This is
the first in a series of investiga-
tions by The Bee into how tax-
payer-funded Paycheck Protec-
tion Program money is being
distributed and used in the Cen-
tral Valley. 

As hundreds of millions in
taxpayer dollars meant to help
small businesses stem losses
from the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic stream into the Cen-
tral Valley, dozens of well-
known agricultural companies,
manufacturers and medical
providers are among those re-

ceiving the most money locally.
According to data recently

released by the Small Business
Administration, 44 businesses
in Stanislaus County and the
surrounding area received the
top tiers of funding from
$2 million to $10 million each
in public money through the
ongoing Paycheck Protection
Program. That totals to be-
tween $103 million and
$245 million, though an exact
number is not available due to
the SBA only providing dollar
ranges for its largest recipients.

Among the notable PPP ben-
efactors in the region are a
Modesto construction company

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Workers harvest green kale at Ratto Bros. farm, west of Modesto, Calif., on July 24. The produce grower received between $2 million to
$5 million in PPP taxpayer-backed funding.

Data reveals which Central Valley
businesses received PPP Loans 

BY KRISTINA KARISCH AND
MARIJKE ROWLAND
kkarisch@modbee.com
mrowland@modbee.com

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Crystal Creamery received between $5 million to $10 million in PPP
taxpayer-backed funding.SEE LOANS, 10A
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Covenant Care Hospice is a non-profi t, accredited, Medicare certifi ed 
and faith-based organization. Our mission is to promote the well-being of 
individuals in their homes. Your tax-deductible contributions ensure that 
hospice care will continue for families, regardless of their ability to pay.
Make a gift today and we will release a butterfl y in honor of your loved one at 
our Heavenly Butterfl y Release. 

The Heavenly Butterfl y Release 
Saturday, July 18 at 11 am
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC • Calvary Baptist Church 
700 E. Monte Vista Avenue • Turlock, California
To make a donation, call (209) 664-2550.

Gift  Information This donation is made in memory of or as a living 
tribute to the following person(s):

Your Information

Name
Address
City
State
Zip Code
Phone

Email
Please fi nd enclosed gift of:

$25 $50  $100 $200
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Payment Information

Check (Payable to CovenantCare 

Hospice)

MasterCard  Visa  Discover

Card#

Exp. Date

Security Code

Name on Card

Address

Signature

Name of Honoree
Memory Living Tribute
Veteran
Please send acknowledgement to:

Name
Address
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Memory Living Tribute
Veteran
Please send acknowledgement to: 

Name
Address

Name of Honoree
Memory Living Tribute
Veteran
Please send acknowledgement to: 

Name
Address

Name of Honoree
Memory Living Tribute
Veteran
Please send acknowledgement to: 

Name
Address

125 N. BROADWAY, SUITE 1A 
TURLOCK, CA 95380

that received from $2 mil-
lion to $5 million to retain
a reported 18 jobs, a major
regional McDonald’s
fast-food restaurant fran-
chise owner and two ma-
jor Modesto medical or-
ganizations.

These 44 businesses are
some of the largest in
Stanislaus County, and
span across a diverse
array of industries that
serve as testament to how
widespread the impact of
the COVID-19 crisis has
been on the region. About
31% of the largest recip-
ients were agriculture or
agricultural-related busi-
nesses, followed by 20%
in construction, 18% in
manufacturing, 11% in
medical and the rest a mix
of retail, transportation,
food services and profes-
sional services industries.

Based on the SBA data,
the 44 organizations re-
ported retaining some
9,920 Central Valley jobs.
In July, according to the
most recent report from
the state Employment
Development Depart-
ment., Stanislaus County
has roughly 174,900 total
employees in the work-
force.

But the largest recip-
ients represent a small
fraction of the some 5,880
companies to receive PPP
funding for any amount in
the region, according to
the database’s most re-
cent information, which
was last updated July 2.
Nationwide, the program
has been authorized to
spend $659 billion in
taxpayer-backed coro-
navirus aid, and applica-
tions are still being pro-
cessed.

Designed as loans to
help small businesses
(generally of 500 workers
or less) keep those em-
ployees on their payroll,

program money does not
need to be repaid and will
be forgiven if used on
qualifying expenses. Oth-
erwise the loans must be
repaid at a rate of 1%
interest.

In Stanislaus County,
the five companies in the
highest tier of funding,
from $5 million to
$10 million, were Central
Valley Specialty Hospital
(a Modesto long-term care
medical facility, which
said it retained 439 jobs),
Crystal Creamery (a Mo-
desto dairy plant which
said it retained 500 jobs),
Gould Medical Group (a
Modesto physicians or-
ganization affiliated with
Sutter Health, which said
it retained 459 jobs), Pa-
cific Southwest Container
(a Modesto packaging
company, which said it
retained 500 jobs) and
Northern Refrigerated
Transportation (a Turlock-
based freight company
that said it retained 372
jobs).

For many businesses,
the PPP loans made it
possible to weather the
first months of the pan-

demic.
“Our facility would

have at the very least been
on the verge of bankrupt-
cy or have been forced to
close down without these
funds,” said Central Val-
ley Specialty Hospital
Chief Financial Officer
Tammy Thompson. “We
have continued to struggle
even with the help of this
program.”

The Bee attempted to
contact all 44 companies
that received taxpayer-
backed payouts of more
than $2 million in the
region. But more than half
of the largest local PPP
recipients provided no
comment or did not reply.
Eight companies both
confirmed their loans and
agreed to talk publicly
about them. Eleven con-
firmed the loans and then
provided a limited written
statement or declined
additional comment. And
the remaining 25 busi-
nesses either refused
comment altogether or
did not return repeated
requests for comment to
The Bee.

Data about the PPP loan

recipients was unavailable
for months, leading to
speculation about who
was benefiting from the
loan program. The Bee
spoke with a number of
small businesses in and
around Modesto about
their experiences with the
program, but could not
ascertain how many busi-
nesses in Stanislaus Coun-
ty had applied for and
received a loan until early
July.

PPP LOAN DATA
RELEASED IN TWO
PARTS, BUT ERRORS
REPORTED

Then the SBA released
some of the PPP loan
data, which The Bee has
been working to assess.
The data is released in
two parts: loan recipients
who received less than
$150,000 and those
whose loan was above
that threshold. 

For the first group, all
businesses are listed
anonymously, but the
exact amount of their
loans is reported. The Bee
found that in Stanislaus
County, 4,891 businesses

received loans under
$150,000 totaling
$108.6 million. Addition-
ally, at least 995 busi-
nesses received loans
above $150,000, but their
amounts were listed in
dollar ranges. 

U.S. Rep. Josh Harder
(D-Turlock) said he felt
the money in Stanislaus
County went to the busi-
nesses and industries that
most needed it. Though
he recognized the initial
rocky roll-out of the pro-
gram meant that early on,
more connected compa-
nies were able to get loans
faster, he said that ulti-
mately, those who needed
the assistance were able
to apply for and receive
funding.

“If you look at the busi-
nesses in our area that
benefited, I think it was
the folks that really need-
ed the money,” Harder
said. “We see a lot of this
support go to dairy and
agriculture, which is crit-
ical in our area especially
when the price of milk has
gone down by more than
40% since this crisis be-
gan, as well as logistics
businesses, or restaurants
and the like. I think that is
very much in the spirit of
what we were trying to
do.”

Harder’s father, an
optometrist in Modesto,
was a PPP loan recipient.
Mark Harder’s optome-
trist office received
around $50,000 in fund-
ing, he confirmed, which
helped secure the jobs of
their five employees dur-
ing an eight-week period
where their office was
closed due to the pandem-
ic.

In analyzing the data,
The Bee confirmed that it
contains errors. As has
been previously reported,
some companies errone-
ously show up in the data-
sets even though they
withdrew their loan appli-
cations and never re-
ceived any PPP funding,

as was the case with a
number of tech companies
in Silicon Valley. Errors
like this occur because the
banks or lenders, not the
businesses themselves,
report the data to the SBA. 

In Stanislaus County, at
least one business report-
ed to have gotten over
$2 million in funds did not
finish its application for
the loan, The Bee found.

FIVE STANISLAUS
COUNTY BUSINESSES
GOT OVER $5 MILLION
EACH

Pacific Southwest Con-
tainer was among the five
Stanislaus County busi-
nesses to receive over
$5 million each. The pack-
aging company was most
recently in the news last
September for agreeing to
settle a wage theft lawsuit
at its Modesto plant for
$2.3 million. The lawsuit
was filed in January 2018
by a single employee, and
then court documents
identified 1,489 current
and former hourly em-
ployees, including tempo-
rary workers, who are
subject to the settlement
which covered Jan. 23,
2014, through July 16,
2019.

In an emailed comment,
PSC CEO John Mayol said
the funding was to “miti-
gate the impacts of CO-
VID-19 and avoid team
layoffs” and that it was
“proud of the courage
demonstrated by our team
members, and our ability
to continue supporting the
Modesto and Visalia com-
munities in which we
operate.”

The company did not
respond to further re-
quests for comment on
how the money was used
or the exact amount of its
funding. 

Crystal Creamery,
which recently launched a
revamped line of ice
cream from its Modesto 
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JULIAN A. LOPEZ jalopez@modbee.com 

Northwest Refrigerated Transportation received a loan between $5 million to
$10 million from the Payment Protection Program.
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plant, issued a statement
saying it applied for the
loan because of the pan-
demic’s impact on its
business which “almost
overnight” saw its cash
flow affected by the stay-
at-home order. The state-
ment went on to say the
PPP funding was “critical
to helping us maintain
jobs, production and dis-
tribution of our dairy
products.” An exact dollar
amount for its funding
was not provided, nor was
there a response to addi-
tional requests for in-
formation.

The two medical organi-
zations to receive the
largest loans locally, Cen-
tral Valley Specialty Hos-
pital and Gould Medical
Group, both said the coro-
navirus pandemic has
disrupted their work sig-
nificantly as people put off
elective and routine serv-
ices due to fear of CO-
VID-19 infection.

Central Valley Specialty
Hospital confirmed it has
received $5,069,700 in
PPP funding, which have
been used almost exclu-
sively for payroll expenses
in addition to some oper-
ating costs. In an email
interview, hospital CFO
Thompson said because of
the pandemic’s impact,
the program was the “best
option” for them to stay
afloat. Even with the
funding it has been diffi-
cult because of a slow-
down in claims payments
due to remote work, in-
creased cost of PPE and
many supply shortages.

Thompson said the
money covered approxi-
mately 2 1/2 to 3 months
of its payroll expenses.

Gould Medical Group
President Dr. Martin Pric-
co said in a written state-
ment that the pandemic
“significantly decreased”

patient volumes, which
negatively impacted the
group’s finances. The PPP
loan was “an important
resource” to help retain
doctors and clinical staff
while remaining focused

on the community’s CO-
VID-19 related and other
medical needs. 

In late May, Sutter
Health, which is affiliated
with Memorial Medical
Center in Modesto, re-

ported that ER visits from
January to March dropped
by 43 percent at its hospi-
tals in the Central Valley
and Bay Area and saw a
$1 billion first quarter loss
for the Sacramento-based

nonprofit.
Northern Refrigerated

Transportation confirmed
it received a loan through
CFO Dan Watson, but he
declined to state a specific
amount or elaborate on
what the money was being
used for. The company,
based out of Turlock, got
between $5 million and
$10 million in funding.

FROM MCDONALD’S
OWNER TO VEGETABLE
GROWER, MILLIONS 
GO OUT IN VALLEY

In the next tier of fund-
ing, from $2 million to
$5 million each, compa-
nies ranged from a local
McDonald’s franchisee
with 24 restaurants in the
valley and foothills, one of
the region’s largest auto
dealership groups and
several major agricultural
producers in the region. 

Karen Monschein, the
owner of Riverbank-based
counter-top and cabinet
manufacturer Monschein
Industries, confirmed her
business received
$2.4 million in PPP fund-
ing.

Because of the loan, she
secured the jobs of her
246 employees, she said.
She said the loan was
“instrumental” in helping
her business weather the
pandemic, which has
resulted in a drop in busi-
ness and unforeseen ex-
penses.

At Ceres-based Gras-
pointner Management
Inc., owner Dennis Gras-
pointner runs 24 McDo-
nald’s locations from
Livingston to Ripon. He
said he applied for PPP
funding because of initial
business drop-off at the
start of the stay-at-home
order of about 30 percent.
He declined to state the
exact amount of his loan,
but records show it was
between $2 million and
$5 million. He said before
coronavirus, his company
employed about 1,200
workers, which dropped to

800 as the crisis started.
He is now at 1,350 staff
members across his res-
taurants. 

He credits the stimulus
checks and unemploy-
ment benefits with help-
ing to spur the return of
customers en masse to his
fast food establishment,
which have helped him
recover and grow. He said
all of their PPP money
was spent in eight weeks
on payroll. He said with-
out the funding, he would
have had to slash some
250 jobs and close down
some locations. 

“The program was very,
very helpful for my busi-
ness and to the people I
do business with. If you
are a refrigeration compa-
ny, plumbing company, all
these people were able to
keep their business going,
not just mine, with these
funds,” Graspointner said.
“It was a combined wind-
fall for the business and
the economy. All those
jobs were protected. It
made a significant differ-
ence.”

Like Graspointner and
Monschein, many of the
other loan recipients who
spoke with The Bee said
the funding allowed them
to avoid layoffs entirely.
Those include Ceres-
based tanker manufactur-
er West-Mark (which
recorded 232 jobs re-
tained), Hughson-based
commercial nursery
Duarte Nursery (308
jobs), Modesto-based
non-profit hospice care
group Community Hos-
pice (157 jobs), Modesto-
based produce grower
Ratto Bros. (240 jobs) and
Modesto cheesemaker
Rizo-Lopez Foods (259
jobs).

“Without the funds we
may had had to lay off
workers, quite honestly,”
said Ratto Bros President
Frank Ratto. “The un-
certainty of what would 
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Graspointner Man. Co., Inc.
Westmark
Golden State Staffing Services, Inc.
Hogan Mfg., Inc
Duarte Nursery, Inc.
Grower Direct Nut Company, Inc.
Central Valley Specialty Hospital, Inc.
Crystal Creamery, Inc.
Gould Medical Group, Inc.
Pacific Southwest Container, Llc
Central Valley Automotive, Inc.
Central Valley Electric, Inc.
Community Hospice, Inc.
Enviro Tech Chemical Services, Inc.
Hutton Lovewell, Inc.
Modesto Industrial Electrical Co., Inc.
Ngb Construction, Inc.
Process Cooling International, Inc.
     (Applied Process Cooling Corporation)
Ratto Bros, Inc.
Rizo-lopez Foods, Inc.
Storer Transportation Service
Therapeutic Pathways, Inc. (The Kendall Center)
Varni Brothers Corporation (7up Bottling)
Veterinary Service, Inc.
Vistech Manufacturing Solutions, Llc
Superior Truck Lines, Inc.
A. L. Gilbert Company
Mozingo Construction, Inc.
Dk Enterprises, Inc.
Sandair Corporation
Van Groningen & Sons, Inc.
Monschein Industries, Inc.
Burkett's Pool Plastering, Inc.
Flory Industries
Sierra Mountain Construction, Inc.
Northern Refrigerated Transportation, Inc.
Associated Feed & Supply Co.
Creative Alternatives, Inc.
Garton Tractor, Inc.
Gemperle Bros
Marcos Renteria Ag Services, Inc.
Nutrius, Llc
Trinity Framing & Construction, Inc.
Valley Fresh Foods, Inc.

Ceres
Ceres
Escalon
Escalon
Hughson
Hughson
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto

Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Newman
Oakdale
Oakdale
Patterson
Ripon
Ripon
Riverbank
Salida
Salida
Sonora
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock
Turlock

500
232

0
184
308
309
439

not listed
459
500
173
93

157
206
269
200

18
174

240
259
341

not listed
254
231
272

209
218

71
139
249
329
246
198
310

not listed
372
159
261

not listed
242

500
64

321
214

McDonald's franchisee
Tanker manufacturer
Temporary staffing
Steel manufacturing 
Commercial nursery
Walnut processor
Long-term care hospital
Dairy producer
Medical provider
Packaging 
Auto Dealer
Electrical contractor
Hospice care
Cleaning supply maker
Painting contractor
Electrical constractor
Home construction
Refrigeration contractor

Produce producer
Cheesemaker 
Bus company
Autism services
Canning and bottling
Animal product distributor
Auto parts manufacturer
Trucking 
Wholesale feed
Utility construction
Roofing contractor
Freight services
Farming 
Cabinet, countertop maker
Pool contractor
Nut harvesting equipment
Construction contractor
Refrigerated freight
Wholesale feed
Youth residential care
Tractor/farm equipment seller

Egg producer
Labor contractor
Dairy supplments
Residential construction
Egg supplier

Business City Jobs Retained Business Type

Local PPP recipients, $2 million and above
These businesses received over $2 million in funds from the Paycheck 
Protection Program, administered by the Small Business 
Administration (SBA). The below data represents loans approved by 
lenders and disclosed to the SBA.

LAURIE McADAM  The Modesto BeeSource: U.S. Department of the Treasury/Small Business Administration

Business

LEGEND

Loan range:

$2-5 million

$5-10 million
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have happened is scary
enough. It’s not just a
matter of hurting our
business, but we feel re-
sponsible for so many
people who work for us.
We’ve never laid people
off in our 115 year histo-
ry.” 

MORE THAN HALF 
THE COMPANIES
REFUSED COMMENT,
NO CALLBACK

The openness about
how the loans have helped
both valley businesses and
the local economy from
some businesses contrasts
strongly with the re-
sponses from others.
When contacted about its
$2 million to $5 million
funding, a person who

answered the phone at
Modesto-based NGB Con-
struction, Inc. confirmed
the loan, but said they
were “too busy” to com-
ment. According to the
SBA database, the compa-
ny retained 18 employees
with the money provided.

Others who confirmed
but declined additional
comment included Cen-
tral Valley Automotive
Group, which runs six car
dealerships in Modesto;
Varni Brothers Corpora-
tion, a Modesto-based
7Up bottler; and Northern
Refrigerated Transporta-
tion, a refrigerated freight
company out of Turlock.

Among the companies
that did not return mul-
tiple attempts for com-
ment was Modesto-based
Storer Transportation
Service. The bus company
is in an ongoing legal
battle with the city. Since

1981, Storer has provided
dial-a-ride services for
Modesto, which gives
seniors and the disabled
door-to-door transporta-
tion. But in April city staff
recommended another
company take over the
service, meaning Storer
could lose the $27.6 mil-
lion, nine-year contract.
According to SBA data,
the company received a
$2 million to $5 million
forgivable PPP loan.

The contract will be
back before the Modesto
City Council the first
week of August. 

Another big question
moving forward to PPP
loan recipients large and
small will be forgiveness
of the funds. The program
will allow companies to
avoid paying back their
funding if certain criteria
are met. But the exact
mechanisms for account-

ability and enforcement
have not yet been fully
detailed by the SBA. Oth-
erwise, loans must be
repaid at the well below-
market interest rate of 1%
over a period of five years. 

Currently, federal offi-
cials are investigating
PPP-related loan fraud,
following public outcry
that large, national busi-
nesses had unfairly taken
advantage of the program.
Among those under in-
vestigation is a Florida
man who was recently
charged with bank fraud
for using a $4 million PPP
loan for personal expens-
es, including clothes,
jewelry and a Lamborghi-
ni sports car.

In a written statement
from a spokesperson,
Modesto painting contrac-
tors Hutton Lovewell, Inc.
(which recorded 269 jobs
retained) said at first the

company was unsure if it
would even receive fund-
ing, and then got its loan
of between $2 million to
$5 million in the second
round. At the time weekly
revenue had “reduced
drastically” and remains
tight, so without the pro-
gram it was “facing mas-
sive layoffs.”

“The timing of this
government program
could have not been bet-
ter. It took a massive
amount of pressure off of
our company,” the state-
ment read in part. “We
have not currently used all
of the funds provided and
do not intend to keep
funds as a loan that are
not used directly for em-
ployee expense. Also,
there are some uncertain-
ties as to the loan forgive-
ness portion of the pro-
gram for us at this time
since the program seems

to be constantly evolving
and the economy itself is
in an unprecedented state
of uncertainty. That said.
overall the PPP has been
overwhelmingly positive
for us.”

This story was produced
with financial support from
the Stanislaus Community
Foundation, along with the
GroundTruth Project’s
Report for America initia-
tive. The Modesto Bee
maintains full editorial
control of this work.

To help fund The Bee’s
economic development and
children’s health reporters
with Report for America, 
go to https://bit.ly/
ModestoBeeRFA

Kristina Karisch:
@kristinakarisch
Marijke Rowland:
209-578-2284,
@marijkerowland
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their protective equipment
after every incident.

Hospitals in Stanislaus
County are not disclosing
the number of health care
workers or employees who
have tested positive and
come down with symp-
toms; other hospitals in
the Central Valley are
reporting the data.

Saying that many nurses
are becoming ill, union-
ized nurses at Doctors
Medical Center in Modes-
to plan a picket for
Wednesday. They charge
the hospital’s owner has
not provided them with
proper protective equip-
ment and nurses are re-
quired to use recycled
N95 masks.

The nurses are also
protesting what the union
says are unsafe proposals
to waive state-mandated
nurse-to-patient ratios and

require each nurse to care
for more COVID patients. 

Sutter Health, the pa-
rent organization for Me-
morial Medical Center,
cited privacy in not dis-
closing COVID illnesses
among staff. “Even in
times of emergency, the
responsibility of protect-
ing patient, staff and clin-
ician privacy remains one
of our priorities,” Memo-
rial said in a statement.

Local hospitals have
opened more intensive
care capacity for COVID
patients and other pa-
tients who are seriously ill,
by converting some reg-
ular hospital rooms for
ICU beds.

Dr. Julie Vaishampayan,
the county’s public health
officer, said last week
hospitals can have more
than their licensed num-
ber of ICU beds in an

emergency, if they’re able
to provide qualified nurs-
ing staff. On Friday, local
hospitals were caring for
220 patients with CO-
VID-19 illness, including
53 in ICUs, leaving 7 per-
cent of adult ICU beds
available.

During a Board of Su-
pervisors presentation last
week, Richard Murdock,
county assistant director
of emergency services,
said a local hospital was
severely short-staffed in
the emergency depart-
ment during the surge last
month. Officials consid-
ered the idea of using
ambulance paramedics
and emergency tech-

nicians to assist the hospi-
tal, which was not identi-
fied.

A sister hospital came
through with additional
staff, Murdock said. Ema-
nuel Medical Center in
Turlock asked a state
emergency program in
July to provide some extra
nurses but the request has
not been approved, a
county spokesman said
Friday.

MOBILE TESTING 
IS COMING SOON

The county is working
on an ambulance compa-
ny agreement for using
paramedics and EMTs to
staff a mobile testing

service. The county saw a
temporary drop in daily
tests in late July after
Doctors Medical Center
pulled back nurses that
staffed the large Salida
testing site, Murdock said.

The testing has started to
pick up again. The mobile
service will make testing
available to farmworkers in
the 1,500-square-mile
county. The county is also
working with the state on a
possible shelter for agricul-
tural workers who test
positive and need to be
isolated.

Murdock told super-
visors a fourth stationary
testing site is needed and
staff are seeking a vendor.

In addition, the county is
pursuing a contract with a
firm to add 50 contact
tracers for finding resi-
dents who’ve tested posi-
tive and identifying those
they’ve been in contact
with.

The county’s 75-mem-
ber contact tracing unit,
which was augmented by
25 state workers, has been
stymied by slow testing
results. People who test
positive can’t be reached
quickly to make sure they
and their recent contacts
don’t spread the virus to
others.

As the state and nation-
al lab system catches up
with demand, the county
hopes a new testing site
and scores of additional
contact tracers will make
a difference.

Ken Carlson: 209-578-2321
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CHALLENGES
THE COUNTY IS WORKING ON AN AMBULANCE 
COMPANY AGREEMENT FOR USING PARAMEDICS 
AND EMTS TO STAFF A MOBILE TESTING SERVICE. 
THE MOBILE SERVICE WILL MAKE TESTING 
AVAILABLE TO FARMWORKERS IN THE 
1,500-SQUARE-MILE COUNTY.


