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California has recorded more new cases of
COVID-19 in the past 48 hours than any other
two-day period of the pandemic, after another
day of widespread infections detected across
the state.
On Tuesday, county health departments com-

bined to report 16,730 new cases of the virus —
more than any other day prior to Monday, when
the state reported a record 20,000-plus new cases
— plus an additional 110 lives lost due to CO-
VID-19, according to data compiled by this news
organization.

CORONAVIRUS

Cases, hospitalizations
continue to explode
California records highest daily death
toll in a month; county cases pile up

ByAlexandra Jaffe
The Associated Press

WILMINGTON,DEL. » In a time of plague and raw
division, President-elect Joe Biden appealed for
unity Wednesday in a Thanksgiving-eve address
to the nation asking Americans to “steel our
spines” for a fight against the coronavirus that
he predicted would continue for months.
But even as he implored Americans to join in

healing and common purpose, President Donald
Trump asserted that the election should be over-
turned, a futile call but one that stokes the divi-
sions Biden is trying to overcome.
With COVID-19 cases surging nationwide,

Biden called on Americans to take precautions
to try to stem the tide of the virus, by wearing
masks and practicing social distancing.While he
said the federal government has “vast powers” to
combat the virus, “the federal government can’t
do it alone.”
“Each of us has a responsibility in our own

lives to do what we can to slow the virus,” he said
in remarks in Wilmington.
Biden said that, until there’s a vaccine, wearing

masks, social distancing and limiting the size of
gatherings “are our most effective tools to com-
bat the virus.” But he pledged that from the start
of his presidency, “we will take steps that will
change the course of the disease,” including in-
creasing testing, providing more protective gear
and clearer guidance for businesses and schools
to reopen.
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Movies are at a critical junc-
ture in 2020; nontraditional
platforms and service provid-
ers filling the gap. PAGE B1

ENTERTAINMENT

Pandemic is forever
changing Hollywood

ByHannahHagemann
hhagemann
@santacruzsentinel.com

DAVENPORT » The morning
light lifts above Cascade
Ranch in Davenport and
scatters across a thick blan-
ket of ash and charredmetal
pieces — remnants of a his-
toric building burned in the
CZUAugust Lightning Com-
plex fire.
Eight Native Steward-

ship Corps, a conservation
crew made up of Amah
Mutsun Tribal Band mem-
bers, gather in a circle.
They all wear yellow fire-
resistant work uniforms
and start the day with a
prayer, asking for safety
and protection. The crew
is preparing to light a pre-
scribed burn on Año Nuevo
State Park grounds.
But long before Califor-

nia State Parks existed, long
before Cascade Ranch was
erected, the Mutsun peo-
ples were lighting purpose-
ful, methodical fires, across
the Central California Coast.
“My ancestors were do-

ing burns for thousands of
years,” native steward Ga-
briel Pineida said. “They
knew how to manage the
land, they knew where to
burn, and the right times
when to burn.”
The Indigenous people

of California practiced cul-

tural burning for centuries
to keep catastrophic mega-
fires like the CZU Complex
fire from igniting. The Mut-
sun peoples also lit these
fires to manage the land,
grow foods, medicines and
materials.
Now, the Amah Mutsun

Tribal Band is working to
put fire back on the land-
scape, to heal it.
The ancestors of the

Tribal Band — the Awasas
and the Mutsun-speaking
peoples — lived across the
greater Monterey Bay. They
inhabited lands near Año
Nuevo, west into the Santa
Cruz Mountains, south in
the Pajaro watershed, and
east, in areas known today
as San Benito and Santa

Clara counties.
The Awasas and the Mut-

sun-speaking peoples would
divide landscapes in up to
seven segments based on the
different species of plants,
trees, and animals, ex-
plained Valentin Lopez, the
Amah Mustun Tribal Band
chairman. Those Amah
Mutsun ancestors would
burn one swath of land per
year, sparking low intensity
fires.
“When you burn at that

frequency you avoid a huge
buildup of fuels, that be-
come so dangerous when
those fires burn, they burn
hot and sterilize and kill
everything around them,”
Lopez said. “That’s what
happened in the Santa

Cruz fires.”
Usually, flames don’t grow

higher than a foot and a
half in cultural burns and
the fire moves slowly across
the landscape. The prac-
tice creates a checkerboard
of burned and unburned
swaths of land, Lopez said.
Indigenous burns prevent
blazes from becoming disas-
trous and cultivate a more
fire-resistant landscape.

Bringing fire back to
where it once was

Pineida and his fellow
Native Stewardship Corps
members are not only
trained inwildland firefight-
ing, but also in forestry and
plant ecology. They gear up
for the day, putting on hard-
hats, grabbing goggles, and
gathering hoes and shovels.
The native stewards

drive five minutes up High-
way 1 to meet a California
State Parks crew at Cascade
Field, a coastal prairie north
of Año Nuevo Point. Golden
grass hisses and whips in
the wind, as crews discuss
burn plans.
This coastal prairie is one

of the largest left untouched
by farmers in Santa Cruz
County, Tim Hyland said,
a senior environmental sci-
entist with California State
Parks.

ENVIRONMENT

AMAH MUTSUN TRIBAL BAND
REIGNITES CULTURAL BURNING

Members of the Amah Matsun Land Trust, get instructions
during the morning briefing from California State Parks
Natural Resource Management before conducting a
prescribed burn in Año Nuevo State Park on Nov. 19.

PHOTOS BY WILL DUNCAN — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

Natalie Pineida, a member of the Amah Matsun Land Trust, torches along the coastal trail of Cascade Field in Año Nuevo
State Park during a prescribed burn on Nov. 19.

Cade Hall and Derrick Deese
Jr. have keyed SJSU to a 4-0
start, stand near top of Moun-
tain West stat charts. PAGE B4
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1789
Americans observed
a day of thanksgiving
set aside by President
George Washington to
mark the adoption of
the Constitution of the
United States.

1917
The National Hockey
League was founded in
Montreal, succeeding
the National Hockey As-
sociation.

1950
China entered the
Korean War, launch-
ing a counteroffensive
against soldiers from
the United Nations, the
U.S. and South Korea.

1973
President Richard
Nixon’s personal secre-
tary, Rose Mary Woods,
told a federal court
that she’d acciden-
tally caused part of the
18-1/2-minute gap in a
key Watergate tape.

1992
The British government
announced that Queen
Elizabeth II had volun-
teered to start paying
taxes on her personal
income, and would take
her children off the
public payroll.

2000
Florida Secretary of
State Katherine Harris
certified George W.
Bush the winner over
Al Gore in the state’s
presidential balloting by
a 537-vote margin.

Birthdays
Impressionist Rich
Little is 82. op musician
John McVie is 75. Actor
Scott Adsit is 55. Actor
Tammy Lynn Michaels
Etheridge is 46. Singer
Lil Fizz is 35. MLB All-
Star Matt Carpenter is
35. Actor/singer Aubrey
Peeples is 27.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Mystery writer’s
Marin mansion
listed for $4.4M
The former home of
“Gorky Park” au-
thor Martin Cruz
Smith is for sale for
$4.395million. The
3,605-square-foot
Victorian farmhouse
in San Rafael has five
bedrooms and five
bathrooms, including a
one-bedroom, one-
bathroom cottage. The
property was built in
1879but has been fully
renovated maintaining
period details includ-
ing crown mouldings,
built-ins and etched art
glass. It also features
a media room, chef’s
kitchen with butler’s
pantry and an expan-
sive lawn with fruit
trees and vegetable
gardens.
— Bay Area News Group

Star report

TUESDAY’S WINNING
NUMBERS
Daily 3Afternoon:
9, 5, 4
Daily 3Evening:
0, 4, 2
Daily 4: 8, 5, 6, 4
Fantasy 5:
6, 7, 13, 21, 30
Daily Derby
1st: 10, Solid Gold
2nd: 7, Eureka
3rd: 11, Money Bags
Race Time: 1:41.95
SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Saturday’s drawing:
8, 12, 16, 21, 41
Mega Number: 20
Wednesday’s estimated
jackpot: $9million
MEGA MILLIONS
Friday’s drawing:
9, 15, 34, 61, 64
Mega Number: 6
Friday’s estimated
jackpot: $214million
POWERBALL
Saturday’s drawing:
51, 54, 57, 60, 69
Mega Number: 11
Wednesday’s estimated
jackpot: $202million

LOTTERY

The average number of
new daily cases each day is
at an all-time high— 13,338
per day over the past week
— and more Californians
have perished from CO-
VID-19 in the past week —
519, or an average of about
77 per day— than any other
since the end of September.
Compared to two weeks
ago, California’s average
daily case count has soared
by 110%, and its daily death
toll has increased by 64%.
In another worrisome

trend,more Californians are
hospitalized with COVID-19
than at any point since Aug.
6, and the state added more
new patients in the past 24
hours than any previous day
of the pandemic, accord-
ing to the latest data from
the California Department
of Public Health. Total ac-
tive hospitalizations had in-
creased by 385 — 7% in a
single day — to 5,844, as of
Monday—a90% increase in
patients from twoweeks ago.
On Tuesday, Los Ange-

les County passed Kings
County, New York — where
Brooklyn is located — for
the highest cumulative

death toll of the pandemic,
according to JohnsHopkins
University. The county re-
corded its highest daily
death toll since September
— 51 — to bring its overall
total to 7,497, atop the mor-
bid leaderboard.
The Bay Area on Tuesday

recorded more than 2,000
new cases for the first time
in a single day, including 500
in Santa Clara County, 399 in
Contra Costa, 227 in SanMa-
teo and 97 inNapa County—
all amongeachcounty’s three
highestdaily totalsof thepan-
demic.Hospitals in theregion
have added 83% more pa-
tients in thepast twoweeks—
just shy of the statewide pace
— and now have more active
cases thananypoint since the
last week of August, a total of
641 as of Monday, according
to state data.
The per-capita infection

rate in the Bay Area is lower
than the average across Cal-
ifornia, and new cases are
growing slower than the
statewide pace. At about
1,381, or about 17.3 daily

cases per 100,000 residents,
the average daily case count
in the region is about 55%
higher than it was two
weeks ago.
California is testing more

than any other point of the
pandemic, but a higher per-
centage of those tests are
coming back positive. Labs
around the state processed
more than 210,000 tests per
day, on average, in the past
week — 45% more than two
weeksago—withapositivity
rate of 5.9%. Two weeks ago,
4.2% of tests returned posi-
tive results, while the rate
wasas lowas2.9%onOct. 31.
Statewide, there were ap-

proximately 33.8 new cases
per day for every 100,000
residents in the past week,
with higher rates in parts of
the Sierra Nevadas, South-
ern California and the Cen-
tral Valley. Over the past
twoweeks, the highest rates
of cases per-capita were re-
corded in Lassen County,
Alpine County, Mono
County, Imperial County,
Tuolumne County, Sutter

County, Kings County and
San Bernardino County.
The 2,366 new cases re-

ported in San Bernardino
County were second only to
LosAngeles County onTues-
day and its second-highest
daily total of the pandemic;
its daily average reached
its highest point yet, about
1,550 per day over the past
week, or 71.1 new infections
for every 100,000 residents.
The 1,546 new cases in

San Diego County were the
third-most in the state Tues-
day and its highest daily to-
tal of the pandemic, topping
a previous mark set Satur-
day. San Diego County re-
ported 140% more cases
over the past week than it
did two weeks ago, and its
daily average climbed to a
new high Tuesday, about
1,150 per day over the past
week, or 34.4 new infections
for every 100,000 residents.
In Shasta County, the 573

new cases reported Tuesday

were nearly double any pre-
vious single-day total.
Nationwide, the death toll

reached 260,000 onTuesday,
according to JohnsHopkins,
andmoreAmericansare cur-
rently hospitalized with CO-
VID-19 than any other point
of the pandemic, according
to the COVIDTracking Proj-
ect. The active total reached
88,000 Tuesday, a 42% in-
crease in the past twoweeks
and 85% more patients hos-
pitalized than at the start of
November.
Infections also continue

to climb nationally, with
more than 175,000 Ameri-
cans testing positive each
day, on average, over the
past week— 42.5% more
than two weeks ago and
more than double the aver-
age daily cases at the start
of November. In total, at
least 12.6million Americans
have been infectedwith CO-
VID-19, or about one in ev-
ery 26 people in the U.S.

Cases
FROMPAGE 1

• Total cases: 4,198
• Active cases: 957
• Recoveries: 3,213
• Deaths: 28

• Hospitalizations: 217
• Negative tests: 72,096
Source: Santa Cruz County
Health Services

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY BY THE NUMBERS

But centuries ago, grass-
lands were widespread
throughout the Central Cal-
ifornia Coast.
“Because of the tradi-

tional ways of our people
burning, the whole Central
Coast of California was a
coastal prairie, one of the
most biodiverse landscapes
in North America,” Chair-
man Lopez said.
Today, less than 1% of

California’s native grass-
lands remain, according to
the National Park Service.
These prairies are hotbeds
for endemic grasses, plants
and animals.
“Whenourpeople stopped

burning, that coastal prairie
was quickly encroached on
by shrubs and trees,” Lopez
said. “The prairie is hard to
find now, and that biodiver-
sity is practically gone.”
The ancestors of the

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band
endured three brutal waves
of colonization.
From the late 1700s and

into the 19th century the
Indigenous people of Cali-
fornia were forced off their
lands and enslaved at mis-
sions and reservations.More
than 16,000 Native Ameri-
cans were killed in Califor-
nia during themid 19th-cen-
tury. Settlers also outlawed
Indigenous burning.
First, Spanish colonists

banned Indigenous peoples
of California from the prac-
tice, because it impacted
shrubs that cattle grazed on.
But Indigenous peopleswere
still holding burns in some
areas of the state, explained

Alec Apodaca, a UC Berke-
ley anthropology graduate
student and researcher. In
the early 1800sMexican set-
tlers also outlawed cultural
burning. But it wasn’t un-
til later in the 19th century
when American settlers col-
onized California that the
practice was completely re-
moved from the landscape,
Apodaca said.
“Fire exclusion became

more integrated into policy
over time,” according to Ap-
odaca.
When American settlers

began to view to the forest as
a resource, for logging and
recreation, the banning of
Indigenous burning was fi-
nalized. Forests in areas like
Santa Cruz County became
overgrown.
“There’s been a disrup-

tion in the knowledge and
the stewardship practices —
that’s a byproduct of these
colonial enterprises,” Apo-
daca said.

Reconnecting to
cultural burning

That means some native
stewards working this pre-
scribedburn,arelearning,too.
All crew members have

wildland firefighting train-
ing, but for some, such as
Natalie Pineida, it’s their
first time lighting a pre-
scribed burn.
Marcella Luna leads a

line of firefighters with a
drip torch. She’s a long-time
fire practitioner. Other crew
members follow behind, us-
ing hand tools to dig into
the earth. Carefully, she ro-
tates herwrist slightly, pour-
ing liquid drops of fire from
the canister onto the ground.
Every 6 feet, a drop of fire. It

accumulates to form a line.
“I’malways thankful toput

fireontheground,”Lunasaid.
Throughworking as a na-

tive steward, Luna said she’s
able to connect more deeply
with her heritage.
“We’re relearning our cul-

ture, tradition and learning
how our ancestors took care
of the lands,” she said.
After the prescribed burn

is finished, the area will re-
semble farther stretches of
the park, where the CZU
Complex fire crept down,
leaving blackened scorched
earth. But grasslands are
adapted to fire, says Don
Hankins, a fire researcher
and professor at Chico State.
When set methodically,

and scientifically, pre-
scribed fires control which
species flourish, and which
are exterminated. Indige-
nous burns maintain native
plants, grasses and animals,
and keep invasive species at
bay, Hankins explained.
Cultural burning is also a

spiritual practice. Practitio-
ners takeaholistic viewof the
land, analyzing howdifferent
grass, plant, shrub, treeoran-
imal species are faring.
“Can I do something for

that plant or animal by
tweaking it in this way?”
Hankins said. “And if I set
fire at this time, it’s going
to correct that and make it
better.”
But, it’s all about timing.

Burns done in summer ver-
sus fall encourage different
types of species to grow. If
done at the wrong time, the
benefits can evaporate, ac-
cording to Hankins.
“I worry that if we’re not

using fire in the same lens,
with the same purposes that
this landscape has evolved

with, then perhaps we’re
just creating another prob-
lem,” Hankins said.
There’s been a reckoning

within fire agencies over the
last decade that to prevent
devastating wildland fires,
prescribed burns need to
be set more frequently. But
Hankins wants to see Indig-
enous peoples leading the
movement to put fire back
on the landscape.
“How do we all get on the

same page?” Hankins asked.
“Andwouldn’t it be awesome
if that samepagewaswritten
by Indigenous practitioners
to say, ‘this is what this land-
scape needs and this is how
we’re going to achieve it.’”
Hankins said that would

mean fire agencies work-
ing with local Indigenous
communities on fire man-
agement plans, for example.

Native stewards
look ahead

In the wake of the CZU
Complexfire, theAmahMut-
sun Tribal Band is working
on securing some essentials
for the native stewards.
Their housing at Cascade

Ranch was damaged in the
blaze, so fornowtheconserva-
tion crew is staying at theBu-
tano Creek Girl Scout Camp,
through an emergency grant
from the Community Foun-
dation of Santa Cruz County.
Finding a permanent head-
quarters for the native stew-
ards and housing is para-
mount, said Sara French, in-
terimexecutivedirectorof the
AmahMutsun Land Trust.
“Tribal members don’t

have land, and don’t have fi-
nancial support, and they live
three or four hours away in
the Central Valley, where it’s

cheaper to live,” French said.
The native stewards are

working to establish them-
selves as a crew that not only
lights cultural burns, but also
responds to wildland fires,
and works prescribed burns,
French said. The conserva-
tion crew is also working
withCaliforniaStateParks to
down Douglas fir trees, and
introduce native plants in
the Quiroste Valley Cultural
Preserve, apartofAñoNuevo
State Park that’s Tribal Band
ancestral territory.
At Pie Ranch, the native

stewards are cleaning and
restoring parts of the prop-
erty that were damaged in
theCZUComplexfire.French
said they’re hoping to con-
tract with more private land
owners inSantaCruzCounty
to do this type of work.
Although the AmahMut-

sun Tribal Band, which has
approximately 600 enrolled
members, is recognized by
California as a tribal gov-
ernment, it does not cur-
rently have federal recogni-
tion. Through agreements
with California State Parks
and other agencies, theMut-
sun peoples can access their
ancestral lands for steward-
ship work and ceremony.
But the Tribal Band does
not officially hold any of
their traditional territory.
For native stewards like

Gabriele Pineida, it’s a far
commute from Fresno to
work in places such as Año
Nuevo, 36 weeks of the year.
But he says, it’s worth it.
“Just being out here in

the fresh air, away from the
city, away from everybody,
away from all the all the
negativity, you’re out here
being free,” Pineida said.
“This is where I belong.”

Burning
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