
Most law enforcement officers go their 
entire careers without ever firing their 
gun in the line of duty. In fact, accord-
ing to a recent national survey of nearly 
8,000 cops across 54 cities and coun-

ties, only 27 percent said they have ever used 
their service weapon on the job.

Yet in just 15 years of working for the Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff ’s Office, Deputy Jeremy 
Rogers has been involved in three shootings, all 
of them fatal. The first resulted in a wrongful-
death lawsuit. The second prompted allegations 
of excessive force. The third remains under 
investigation.

Rogers, it seems, has a knack for putting him-
self in the middle of the action. In 2017, he helped 
evacuate hundreds of people trapped at Camp Whittier 
by a fast-moving wildfire, which earned him an award for 
bravery.

But earlier in his career, he also inadvertently caused a 
head-on collision during a wrong-way DUI pursuit that 
killed two people, maimed another, and led to a negligence 
claim that cost Santa Barbara taxpayers $4.8 million.

Rogers remains on active duty with the Sheriff ’s Office, 
and it is unknown if he has ever been disciplined for any of 
the aforementioned inci-
dents. The department 
won’t say. The Sheriff ’s 
Office would also not dis-
close what specific assign-
ments and posts Rogers 
has held, where he is cur-
rently stationed, or if any 
other public complaints 
have been lodged against 
him. 

“Your questions are 
outside of the scope of 
what I can release,” said 
Sheriff ’s Office spokesper-
son Raquel Zick. Rogers 
did not respond to direct 
requests for comment.

The information in 
this article was obtained 
primarily through a Cali-
fornia Public Records Act 
request filed by the Inde-

pendent in June, following the death of George Floyd and 
amid renewed scrutiny over how and when law enforcement 
officers use physical force against civilians. 

Whether Rogers is ultimately a sinner or a saint is a matter 
of debate. Policing is stressful, challenging, and traumatic 
work, and his deeds may indeed be justifiable. What deserves 
equal consideration, however, is that such lethal behavior by 
Rogers and others is in fact trained, protected, and vigorously 
defended by American law enforcement culture.

Santa Barbara sheriff ’s deputies, like 
many of their counterparts across the 
country, are given a wide latitude when 
deciding in the heat of the moment to 
use lethal force. They must “reasonably 
believe,” the department’s policy manual 
says, that they or others are facing an 
“imminent threat” that would result in 
serious injury or death. The local law 
enforcement bodies that scrutinize 
shootings — the Sheriff ’s Office Shooting 
Review Panel and the District Attorney’s 
Office — use equally broad discretion in 
deciding what was “reasonable” at the 
time and how “imminent” the threat 
truly was.

Sheriff Bill Brown stands by Rogers 
and his record. “Deputy Jeremy Rogers 

continues to serve the people of Santa Barbara County 
honorably and courageously,” he said in a prepared 
statement.

“His duty to protect the community has placed him 
in harm’s way on numerous occasions. The three 
shootings he has been involved in, while tragic, 
were all precipitated by the actions of criminal 
suspects. All three shootings were meticulously 
investigated. Two of them have been deemed to 
be within Sheriff ’s Office policy, and a Shooting 
Review Panel will convene later this month to 
review the last shooting. Each shooting was also 
independently reviewed and found to be justifi-

able under the law by the District Attorney.”
Rogers, 40, was born in Oklahoma and went to col-

lege in Texas, where he worked as a jail guard for three 
years. He then spent two years as a correctional officer at 
the federal prison complex in Lompoc before joining the 
Sheriff ’s Office. During his training, superiors noted he had 
difficulty following directions and managing his impulses. 

In an interview with detectives following his second 
shooting, Rogers briefly talked about his motivation for 
becoming a peace officer. “My cousin was killed by a wrong-
way drunk driver,” he said. “That had an effect on why I chose 
this profession.”

SHOOTING #1
Donald George had recently undergone surgery to remove 
a brain tumor when he was shot and killed by Rogers and 
two other deputies on March 6, 2008. The procedure, which 
didn’t go well, left the 64-year-old retired engineer and Viet-
nam veteran highly compromised and severely depressed. 
He had difficulty speaking, could barely hear, and used a 
four-wheeled walker to get around.

At 7:44 a.m. that morning, George’s wife of 40 years, Carol, 
frantically called 9-1-1 because he’d retrieved the loaded 
handgun he kept in his truck and was threatening to com-
mit suicide. “I don’t want to live like this,” he told her after a 
restless night of little sleep, according to the Sheriff ’s Office 
final report. “I’m going to be a vegetable.”

But the wrongful-death lawsuit that Carol filed in federal 
court paints a very different picture of events than the Sher-
iff ’s narrative. It states that when Donald saw how distressed 
Carol was, it softened his resolve. “This is a beautiful day,” 
Donald told her as he guided both of them to the backyard 
of their stately home off San Antonio Creek Road. “Let’s just 
sit and have a nice day.”

ONE DEPUTY,
FIVE DEATHSDEATHS

Does Jeremy Rogers Look  
for Trouble, or Does Trouble  

Find Him?

 C O V E R  S T O R Y

by Tyler Hayden

ALL ANGLES:  
Investigators have 
interviewed and 
photographed 
Deputy Jeremy 
Rogers after each 
of his deadly 
shootings.

UNSTEADY:  Donald George, recently 
disabled by brain surgery, was standing 
at his walker and holding a gun when 
he was shot.
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Deputies Rogers, Jarrett Morris, and Joseph Schmidt, all 
of whom had been with the department for less than three 
years at that time, soon arrived armed with AR-15 rifles. 
Carol went to meet them at the front door, but the deputies 
blew right past her.

“They did not ask her any questions,” the lawsuit 
says. “They did not interview her. They did not assess 
the situation. They did not evaluate the physical layout 
of the property. They did not wait for properly trained 
deputies or for their supervisors to arrive at the scene.” 
Instead, Rogers and his partners fanned out over the 
property. As they took their positions, Carol begged 
them not to scare Donald. 

Rogers was supposed to watch the front of the house, but 
he left his post, walked along a side path to the backyard, and 
suddenly confronted Donald, who was standing at his walker 
on a small bedroom patio. He was holding a small silver pistol. 

The deputies ordered Donald to drop the gun. He 
refused, saying something like “No you won’t,”  and then 
pointed it at them, the deputies told investigators. They 
fired 11 rounds, and Donald fell. The bullets struck his 
chest, thigh, and forearm and shattered his right femur.

Rogers then jumped onto the patio, “stood over [Don-
ald], and fired a round, point blank, through his face.” 
Rogers told investigators he did so because Donald 
appeared to “manipulate” the gun and lift his head to 
look at him.

Carol’s attorneys argued Donald was likely convulsing 
from the trauma and glancing around in shock and panic. 
Rogers described Donald’s eyes as “very large, like he was 
in a hurry.” Just before the gunfire erupted, Carol said she’d 
heard her husband, who wasn’t wearing his hearing aids 
that day, loudly call her name.

The following afternoon, Sheriff Brown told reporters 
the deputies had acted appropriately. They were forced to 
make a split-second decision in a life-or-death moment, 
he said. The District Attorney’s Office deemed the killing 
a justifiable homicide, citing George’s alleged decision to 

threaten deputies with a loaded pistol and calling it a clear-
cut example of “suicide by cop.”

County attorneys fought tooth and nail for the next five 
years to quash Carol’s lawsuit. They argued Donald died 
because of his own “negligence and misconduct.” Federal 
judges, however, ruled the civil matter should be allowed 
to proceed to trial because of significant discrepancies in 
the deputies’ statements to investigators, including which 
of them spotted Donald first, whom exactly he pointed the 
gun at, which deputy fired first, and so 
on. None of the deputies’ audio-video 
recorders were turned on at the time.

The judges also noted that Donald was 
shot even though he had not committed 
a crime; he was not resisting arrest or 
trying to flee; the domestic disturbance 
had apparently ended by the time depu-
ties arrived; and he was entitled by the 
Second Amendment to possess a loaded 
firearm on his property.

The case went all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which denied a petition 
by the county to have it dismissed on 
immunity grounds. A trial date was scheduled for 2015 in 
Los Angeles. But before opening statements could begin, 
Carol accepted a $650,000 settlement from the county 
that released the deputies and the government from any 
official wrongdoing. 

Carol, a retired schoolteacher, might have been able 
to secure a larger payout if the litigation had continued, 
but that wasn’t her priority, those with knowledge of the 
case have said. She cared more about improving training 
for sheriff ’s employees who encounter disabled and men-
tally ill people in high-stress situations. No departmental 
reforms, however, were stipulated in the final agreement.

THE DOUBLE-FATAL CRASH
A year and a half after the death 
of Donald George, in the early-
morning hours of November 
8, 2009, Rogers was on duty in 
Goleta when he overheard a radio 
callout of a wrong-way driver 
on Highway 101. The California 
Highway Patrol has jurisdiction 
over such incidents, but Rog-
ers decided to respond anyway, 
in apparent violation of Sheriff ’s 

Office protocol. Rogers had also not been trained on how 
to safely manage an oncoming wrong-way driver.

According to court records, Rogers entered the Glen 
Annie/Storke Road on-ramp and, seemingly confused 
about how to proceed, slowed to a crawl as he merged 
onto the highway. He failed to signal or put on his over-
head lights and siren to indicate there was an emergency.

Eighteen-year-old Marcos Arredondo was driving south 
along the 101 with his two teenage sisters and a family friend. 

They were on their way home from a wedding in Lompoc. 
His mother and father were traveling in another car a short 
distance ahead. 

Arredondo had to quickly change lanes to avoid hitting 
Rogers, the records show, which put him directly in the 
path of the oncoming suspect. Arredondo and the family 
friend, 58-year-old Macrina Ocampo, were killed in the 
ensuing crash. His parents saw the whole thing in their 
rearview mirror, while his sisters Yessika and Karina in the 
backseat suffered severe head trauma and spinal damage. 
Yessika still uses a wheelchair today.

Arredondo’s surviving family filed a negligence lawsuit 
against Rogers and the Sheriff ’s Office, alleging his “breach 
of protocol” and “reckless behavior” caused the collision. 
“By exceeding Department jurisdiction, traveling at a dan-
gerously low rate of speed, merging into Plaintiffs’ lane 
without signaling, and compelling them to change their 
course of travel, Rogers created a hazard to Plaintiffs that 
did not exist before,” the claim says.

The county, which represents the Sheriff ’s Office and 
individual deputies in such liability cases, faced up to $15 
million in potential damages from the lawsuit. It opted to 
settle with the Arredondo family for $4.8 million with no 
admittance of guilt. The family’s attorneys said they were 
happy with the outcome, explaining that Yessika and Karina 
desperately needed the funds for their long-term medical 
care.

Sheriff Brown takes issue with the suggestion that Rog-
ers carries any responsibility for the deaths and injuries 
that occurred that night. “The Independent’s assertion 
that Deputy Rogers ‘caused a collision during a vehicle 
pursuit that led to a lawsuit’ is erroneous,” he continued 
in his prepared statement on Rogers, which he requested 
be printed in full. “There was no vehicle pursuit. Deputy 
Rogers responded to the report of a vehicle traveling the 
wrong way on a freeway. That vehicle ultimately crashed 
head-on into another car. The collision was caused by the 
highly intoxicated driver of the wrong-way vehicle, whose 
reckless actions took the lives of two innocent people and 
resulted in life-altering injuries to another person. This 
heartbreaking incident was also thoroughly investigated, 
and it was determined that Deputy Rogers’s actions did not 
violate department policy. The reason a lawsuit was filed 
against the county and the Sheriff ’s Office was because the 
county had deep pockets, while the suspect in the case had 
no financial assets. The county settled the case as a business 
decision in order to end litigation, but it did so without 
admitting any guilt. That’s because the guilt belongs to the 
suspect in the case, Richard Rodriguez, who pled guilty to 

C O N T I N U E D >>>

RIPPLE EFFECT:  Marcos 
Arredondo’s parents 
witnessed his death from 
their own car, and his sister 
Yessika was paralyzed in the 
crash.

Deputy Jeremy Rogers continues to serve the  
people of Santa Barbara County honorably  
and courageously. His duty to protect the  
community has placed him in harm’s way  

on numerous occasions.
—Sheriff Bill Brown
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gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated, with three 
special allegations of causing great bodily injury or death, 
and was sentenced to 13 years in state prison.” 

SHOOTING #2
It was July 2, 2012, when a Los Olivos woman caught Matthew 
Berg burglarizing her home. He’d stolen watches and jewelry, 
including her deceased husband’s wedding ring, before lead-
ing authorities on a winding high-speed chase along Highway 
101 and side streets, at times on the wrong side of the road. 
Rogers again sprang into action.

By the time Rogers caught up to Berg, Berg had shaken the 
other pursuing deputies and CHP officers and stopped on the 
south side of the Santa Ynez River Bridge. He was standing, 
shirtless and shoeless, next to the open trunk of his turquoise 
Saturn and peering over the edge. It looked as if he were about 
to toss his loot into the riverbed below.

As Rogers approached, Berg turned his head, and the two 
locked eyes, according to Rogers’s statement to investigators. 
Berg ran back to his car, which was facing Rogers. Rogers 
came to a quick stop, jumped out and drew his gun, and yelled 
at Berg to surrender. Rogers failed to put his cruiser in park, 
and it started rolling toward Berg. 

Rogers’s training should have told him to either box in 
Berg between his cruiser and the railing or stop farther back, 
take cover behind his car, and wait for backup — not exit his 
rolling vehicle in the middle of the road.

It appears from Rogers’s dash-cam video that Berg then 
attempted to steer around the deputy’s driverless car on the 
narrow two-lane bridge, but Rogers claimed in his interview 
with detectives that Berg was headed right for him. “He would 
have run me over and possibly killed me,” he said. “I believe 
that’s what he was trying to do.” Berg, 47 years old and from 
Santa Maria, had a long rap sheet of arrests and jail stints, 
though never for any violent crimes.

Rogers also told investigators that as Berg came closer, he 
seemed to reach for a weapon. Berg was in fact not armed. 
Rogers opened fire, putting eight quick rounds through the 
Saturn’s windshield and hood and hitting Berg in the face, 
shoulders, and chest.

Rogers’s dash-cam clearly cap-
tured the shooting, though the 
Sheriff’s Office initially told the 
Independent the shooting had 
occurred outside of the camera’s 
view. Only after being pressed by 
the Independent did the depart-
ment provide the video. That 
copy, however, blurs out Berg for 
the entirety of the incident and 
ends shortly after Rogers stops 
firing. The Sheriff ’s Office has 
not explained why the video was 
edited. (Recently released dash-
cam videos that the department 
provided to the Independent of 
other law enforcement shoot-
ings, including those of Michael 
Ledesma and Bryan Carreño, 
were not edited.)

In 2012, Berg’s sister, Deb-
bie Quisenberry, watched an 
unaltered version of the foot-
age obtained by her attorneys 

when she was con-
sidering filing an excessive-force lawsuit against 
Rogers. In a letter previously published by the 
Independent, Quisenberry claimed Berg’s arms 
were raised when he was shot.

Quisenberry also wrote how she was struck 
by the “complete lack of regard for human life” 
displayed by Rogers and his colleagues as Berg’s 
head lolled back and forth and he bled out in his 
seat. “The officers were clearly happy with Rogers’s 

performance,” she said. “They are seen slapping Rogers on 
the back for a job well done, and Rogers is seen strutting with 
pride over his kill.” None of them, she said, made any effort 
to save her brother’s life.

“That day, Matt had committed a crime,” Quisenberry 
said, “but he did not deserve to die.”

Quisenberry ultimately did not file a lawsuit because she 
couldn’t afford the legal fees. But she said she remains haunted 
that a “trigger-happy” deputy continues to patrol Santa Bar-
bara with impunity. “Rogers still carries a gun and is still out 
there ‘Protecting and Serving,’” she said.

As in the case of Donald George, the Sheriff ’s Office 
determined Rogers had used a reasonable amount of force 
to protect himself and others against what he perceived to 
be an imminent threat. Authorities noted that Berg had put 
many motorists at serious risk during his high-speed chase 
that at times exceeded 100 mph.

In her final report, 
District Attor-
ney Joyce Dudley 
quoted from the 
majority opinion 
delivered by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 
a precedent-setting 
excessive-force case 
from 1989. “We 
must never allow the 
theoretical, sanitized 
world of our imagi-
nation to replace the 
dangerous and com-

plex world that policemen face 
everyday,” the justices wrote in 
Graham v. Connor. “What con-
stitutes ‘reasonable’ action may 
seem quite different to someone 
facing a possible assailant than 
to someone analyzing the ques-
tion at leisure.”

SHOOTING #3
The October 15, 2019, shoot-
ing death of Cameron Ely by 
four deputies, including Rog-
ers, remains an open case. As a 

result, little information is publically available.
Sheriff ’s officials have only divulged that Cameron — the 

30-year-old son of Tarzan actor Ron Ely — stabbed his 
mother to death at the family’s Hope Ranch estate and then 
called 9-1-1 to try to blame the murder on his father. “The 
caller was out of breath, unintelligible, and crying,” a 9-1-1 
dispatcher said in a radio communication to nearby units. 
When the deputies arrived, they found Ron inside unharmed 
and Cameron outdoors.

“The suspect told deputies that he had a gun, advanced 
towards the deputies, and motioned with his hands as if he 
were drawing a weapon,” the Sheriff ’s Office said in a media 
statement at the time. “In response, four deputies fired a total 
of 24 rounds from their service weapons, fatally wounding 
the suspect. When deputies were able to safely approach 
Cameron using a ballistic shield, they found that he had 
feigned being armed and did not have a weapon.”

Two months later, a member of Santa Barbara’s law 
enforcement community leaked an audio recording of the 
encounter to news organizations. The clip begins with the 
deputies — Sergeant Desiree Thome, Deputy Phillip Farley, 
Deputy John Gruttadaurio, and Rogers — first confront-
ing Cameron. “Hey!” Rogers yells. “We got somebody over 
here!”

“Keep your hands up, okay?” another deputy gently says 
to Cameron. “Keep your hands up.” There is no audible 
response from Cameron and no clear indication when he 
told the deputies he was armed.

“You got gloves?” one deputy asks another. Cameron was 
flecked with blood. “We need somebody to glove up … [radio 
cross-talk]. Standby.”

A couple beats of silence pass before a sudden cacoph-
ony of gunfire. “Fuck!” Rogers yells right after. Then, a few 
moments later, he yells again: “He’s still moving! There’s a 
gun under him!”

The lone female-sounding voice, which likely belongs to 
Sergeant Desiree Thome, cuts in. “One person give him instruc-
tions,” she says calmly. Rogers shouts at Cameron to move his 
right hand out from under his body. No response. The order is 
repeated. Again, no response. The recording ends. It’s also not 
clear at what point in the encounter Cameron had “advanced” 

on the deputies.
Cameron Ely attended Harvard University, 

where he played football and graduated with 
a psychology degree in 2012. He worked as a 
security guard for two years before his death. 

 n

 C O V E R  S T O R Y

UNHEARD:  Sheriff’s officials 
said Cameron Ely told 
deputies he had a gun then 
advanced on them. But it’s not 
clear from the audio recording 
of the incident when, or if, 
either of those things actually 
occurred.

—Debbie Quisenberry, sister of Matthew Berg

That day, Matt had  
committed a crime, but  
he did not deserve to die.

HEAD-TO-HEAD:  When Rogers 
exited his cruiser and drew his gun, 
he failed to put the car in park, and 
it started rolling toward Berg as 
Berg attempted to flee.
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Jeremy Rogers is the only Santa Bar-
bara County law officer to be associated 
with five deaths over the last decade. 

But he is not the only sworn member of the 
Sheriff ’s Office to face allegations of miscon-
duct in the same time period, to cost taxpay-
ers dearly in civil litigation, yet seemingly to 
avoid any professional consequences. 

As part of its records request, the Inde-
pendent asked for information on the largest 
civil settlements against the Sheriff ’s Office 
since 2010. The George and 
Arredondo cases were among 
them.

A third major lawsuit 
came to a close just last year, 
when the county shelled out 
$950,000 to a 29-year-old 
homeless man named Chan-
dler French.

According to court records, 
French was traveling along 
Highway 101 on June 1, 2018, 
when Deputy Anthony Mune-
ton attempted to pull him over 
for driving erratically. French 
led Muneton on a short chase 
before crashing into the 
median and stopping.

Soon after French got out 
of his car, his attorneys said, 
Muneton picked him up and 
slammed him to the ground, 
breaking his back. Muneton 
reportedly told French to “stop 
resisting” as he did so. “Mune-
ton’s voice was monotone and 
flat,” the claim states, “which 
indicated the comments were 
for show and simply pretext 
for the use of excessive force.”

French’s attorneys said 
Muneton then dragged French behind a 
nearby off-ramp, out of view of his dash-
cam, and pummeled him with punches 
and kicks. Muneton had graduated from 
his training academy only a year before the 
incident. Sheriff ’s officials would not com-
ment on the case or say whether Muneton 
was reprimanded in any way.

The fourth big payout came from the 
shooting of Jeremy Bordegaray on October 
6, 2013. Bordegaray, a serial criminal from 
Cayucos, had broken into a Carpinteria area 
beach house. Sergeant Daniel Calderon, 
Deputy Wesley Johnson, and Deputy Sean 
Hampton handcuffed him and locked him 
in the back seat of one of their cars. They 
found a loaded gun in his backpack as well 
as baggies of methamphetamine in his truck.

While the deputies were searching the 
house for more evidence, Bordegaray some-
how slipped the cuffs under his legs, broke 
through the cruiser’s plexiglass partition, 
and wiggled his way into the driver’s seat. As 
he threw the car in gear to make his escape, 
Calderon opened fire and hit Bordegaray in 
the arm and lower abdomen, obliterating 

his intestines.
All three deputies told investigators Bor-

degaray was driving directly toward Calde-
ron when he shot. Dash-cam footage showed 
that wasn’t true. “The deputies colluded and 
conspired to write police reports containing 
false and misleading statements in order to 
cast their actions in a more favorable light,” 
the lawsuit says. Bordegaray sued and won 
$800,000. 

His attorneys also claimed that after the 

deputies pulled Bordegaray from the car, 
they left him “unconscious and bleeding 
on the pavement for an extended period of 
time” before calling an ambulance. When 
they did finally contact paramedics, they 
intentionally reported the incident as a traf-
fic accident, the lawsuit states.

A Shooting Review Panel convened by 
the Sheriff ’s Office found the deputies acted 
“within department policy and procedure.” 
Bordegaray was a desperate, dangerous 
felon armed with a moving vehicle, it said. 
Calderon had every right to shoot. The Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office agreed, determining 
Calderon was reasonably scared for his and 
others’ safety and therefore legally allowed to 
use lethal force.

Bordegaray was ultimately sentenced 
to five years in prison after pleading guilty 
to gun and drug charges. He received his 
payout three years into his term. He has 
since been released.

Sheriff ’s officials would again not speak 
about the case or disclose if any disciplin-
ary action was taken against the deputies. 
 n

OTHER COSTLY CASES

PAID IN PRISON:  Habitual gun and drug offender 
Jeremy Bordegaray received his $800,000 excessive-force 
settlement while behind bars.
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