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BY SAM MORGEN
smorgen@bakersfield.com

After months of preparation, 
Kern County’s homeless shelter 
will begin accepting its first clients 
today.

While the facility, named the 
M Street Navigation Center, will 
eventually serve 150 individuals, 
operator Community Action Part-
nership of Kern plans to accept 
up to just 25 clients initially to 
ensure the health and safety of the 
community.

“We’re new to the scene,” said 
CAPK Project Administrator Sheila 
Shegos. “We’ve been providing 
services to the homeless in indi-
rect ways, but this will be direct. 
So we’ll take our time to open and 
do this right, and to really help our 
neighbors understand that we’re 
truly here with compassion and 
services to help them take those 
steps forward.”

Supported by state funds desig-
nated by Kern County, along with 
a contribution from the city of 
Bakersfield, the Navigation Center 
is low barrier, and will welcome 
“anyone in any condition.” The 
center is meant to serve individ-
uals who otherwise do not use 
the existing shelters because they 
could be separated from what 
homeless service providers refer 
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opening 
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INSIDE TODAY
THE LATEST ON CORONAVIRUS 

 � Kern County reported 27 
new cases of COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, bringing the 
total to 1,353. Page A2

 � Kern County announced it 
will assist skilled nursing 
facilities with a new state 
requirement to test all 
residents and workers for 
COVID-19. Page A2

 � The city began to reopen 
tennis and pickleball courts 
Wednesday, bringing back 
one more option for those 
seeking recreation amid the 
pandemic. Page A4

 � America faces the “darkest 
winter in modern history” 
unless leaders act decisively 
to prevent a rebound of the 
coronavirus, a government 
whistleblower says. Page B1

Flyover recognizes front-line health workers

ALEX HORVATH / THE CALIFORNIAN

The 144th Fighter Wing Flight flew over a large part of California Wednesday morning in recognition of front-line health care workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. Four F-15C 
Eagles took off from Fresno at 10 a.m., heading north through Madera and Stockton before going east toward San Francisco and then moving south down the coast. At Santa 
Barbara, the jets returned to the Central Valley, passing over Bakersfield just before noon. “The rumble is what gets me,” local aviation enthusiast Richard Bettley, 32, said after 
Wednesday’s flyover. He was among a number of spectators who watched the jets while standing atop buildings downtown.

BY QUINN WILSON
qwilson@bakersfield.com

C
arol Craig and her husband, Jack, 
began donating funds to the Ba-
kersfield Police Department’s K9 
Unit in 2014.

Following Jack’s passing in 2016, the 
unit decided to name Carol’s most recent 
donation in his honor.

Meet K9 Jack, a 13-month-old German 
Shepherd, in his second week of training 
with BPD’s K9 Unit.

“You can understand that I was very 
emotional when they arrived at my 
house after picking him up to let me 
know they wanted to name him after my 
husband,” Carol Craig said.

K9 Jack was purchased from a vendor 

in San Diego but spent the first part of 
his life in Guadalajara, according to Se-
nior Officer Chad Haskins, head of BPD’s 
K9 Unit.

Carol Craig said she got the idea to 
donate her third K9 to the department in 
November. The timing was perfect, as it 

ALEX HORVATH / THE CALIFORNIAN

Bakersfield Police Officer Noe Ramirez and new police dog Jack visit with Carol Craig at the K9 Unit’s Truxtun Avenue 
training facility Wednesday. See more photos at Bakersfield.com.

Meet Jack BPD’s newest police dog 
comes via special donation

Please see JACK | A3

BY JOHN COX
jcox@bakersfield.com

California’s primary oil-regu-
lating agency has kicked off an 
effort to standardize buffer zones 
between oil facilities and sen-
sitive receptors such as schools 
and homes.

The initiative has been op-
posed by oil interests but sup-
ported by environmental justice 
activists who see it as a public 
health issue.

Public comment is being ac-
cepted until June 10. A series of 
online “community input meet-
ings” has been scheduled, along 
with a computerized survey and 
other means for gathering input.

The California Geologic Energy 

Management Division, formerly 
known as the Division of Oil, Gas 
and Geothermal Resources, said 
the initiative reflects its “recently 
strengthened mission to protect 
public health, safety and the 
environment.”

It is the latest in a years-long 
series of regulatory efforts that 
have inhibited oil production in 
the state.

Studies have come to differ-
ent conclusions but many show 
there are health impacts such 
as respiratory ailments from liv-
ing or working near oil and gas 
activities.

Environmental justice activists 

State begins process of 
creating oil buffer zones

Please see OIL | A3

BY STEVEN MAYER 
smayer@bakersfield.com

Walter Charles Grogg Jr. was 
not faster than a speeding bullet. 
He was not able to leap tall build-
ings at a single bound. Or short 
ones, either.

But for nearly five decades, 
the pudgy, gentle, childlike man 
who lived with his mother and 
then his sister for most of his life, 
could be spotted at parades and 
official events, county libraries, 
and on the streets of Oildale and 
downtown Bakersfield wearing 
his Superman costume, making 
friends and planning to save the 

Resident who shared his 
Superman alter ego dies

CALIFORNIAN FILE PHOTO

Walter Grogg, appearing as 
Superman, signs autographs for 
shoppers in this undated photo. 
Grogg has died at age 84.Please see SUPERMAN | A3
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Program Manager Laurie Hughey offered a tour of the sleeping facility at the new M Street Navigation 
Center, which is owned by Kern County and operated by the Community Action Partnership of Kern. The 
M Street Navigation Center will open starting today to serve people experiencing homelessness.

to as the Three Ps: pets, partners 
and possessions.

Aside from a tent-like structure 
that houses bunk beds for sleep-
ing, the facility has a place for in-
dividuals to store their belongings, 
a place for pets, shower and re-
stroom facilities, a kitchen where 
three meals a day will be served, 
and even private counseling and 
medical offices.

With some flexibility, individ-
uals will be allowed to stay for 
around 35 days, with staff working 
throughout the stay to ensure 
clients are able to exit into stable 
circumstances.

“This is just a small piece of 
the puzzle that will help alleviate 
homelessness in the community,” 
CAPK CEO Jeremy Tobias said 
during a press tour of the facility 
on Wednesday. “It doesn’t answer 
all the questions, but it’s an im-
portant part of making that a re-
ality here in Bakersfield and Kern 
County.”

Located at 2900 M St., on a lo-
cation that once was a storage site 

for Kern County Parks and Recre-
ation, the Navigation Center will 
be guarded by 24-hour security 

and individuals will be searched 
before entering. As long as the 
COVID-19 pandemic lasts, clients 

will also receive personal pro-
tective equipment and a health 
screening.

Program Manager Laurie 
Hughey described herself as posi-
tive, but nervous, for the opening.

“It’s something that’s much 
needed,” she said of the site.

With homelessness on the rise 
in Kern County and the state as a 
whole, local experts hope a new 
facility can address the limited 
capacity of existing shelters. Add-
ing more beds to the total in Kern 
has been brought up numerous 
times throughout the shelter’s de-
velopment as a primary point of 
emphasis.

“Back about six months ago, 
I addressed the Kern County 
Board of Supervisors about de-
veloping this facility, and about 
our homeless problem in general 
in our community,” Tobias said. 
“And we discussed the fact that 
we’re going to need a bigger boat. 
Well here we stand today, in this 
partnership with the city and 
the county of Kern, and we’re 
helping to build a bigger boat for 
our community to help solve this 
problem.”

You can reach Sam Morgen at 661-
395-7415. You may also follow him 
on Twitter @smorgenTBC.

SHELTER
Continued from PAGE A1

coincided with BPD preparing to 
retire another dog.

Ironically, Craig said she’s 
always been a cat lover and cur-
rently owns four. She said donat-
ing police dogs is “just my thing.”

“The community is such a giv-
ing community, and I guess this 
was our way of giving back,” she 
said.

Jack has been paired with Offi-
cer Noe Ramirez, who will serve as 
the dog’s new handler, trainer and 
roommate. Ramirez described it 
like having a partner — besides 
the fact they live with you — in 
the sense that officer and dog are 
learning about each other.

Ramirez is new to the K9 Unit 
after spending the previous five 
years with BPD. He’ll train with 
Jack four to five days a week.

Jack will go through 10 weeks of 
training, five dedicated to patrol 

training and the other five for nar-
cotics training.

He’s currently the only K9 in 
BPD’s training program. The 
unit consists of 11 dogs with two 
on patrol at all times, although 
Haskins said he would prefer to 
have a few dogs in training at 
once.

“Sometimes we have to pull in 
older dogs in certain situations, 
where a younger dog might not 
have developed the confidence 
yet. It helps to have a couple of 
dogs with more experience,” 
Haskins said.

Much of BPD’s K9 Unit consists 
of Belgian Malinois and German 
Shepherds, Haskins said. All are 
cross-trained to cover patrol work 

and detect narcotics or bombs.
When shopping for their newest 

K9s, Haskins said, BPD purchases 
them “green,” meaning they have 
no prior training.

“When we pick out the new 
dogs, we look for qualities such 
as being very well-mannered. It 
helps for public appearances if 
they’re friendly and approach-
able and can still play and have 
fun and be able to turn work off,” 
Haskins said.

Haskins said that K9 Unit mem-
bers serve more of a supportive 
role while on patrol and don’t usu-
ally get involved in “larger-scale” 
investigations. The dogs assist 
with things such as burglaries 
once a building is cleared of 

any remaining suspects, and do 
sweeps of areas to help locate ex-
plosive devices.

Haskins said the dogs are 
trained to aim for the arms as a 
target area when dealing with sus-
pects, in order to disarm them. He 
added people usually surrender 
when they realize the K9 Unit has 
arrived.

Ramirez said the typical K9 
career span is four to five years 
before retirement. He added that 
he’s most looking forward to all 
of the things he and Jack will do 
together.

“Obviously we’re very grateful as 
a unit (for the donation),” Ramirez 
said. “For myself, I’m very thankful 
for Carol Craig.”

JACK
Continued from PAGE A1

Bakersfield Police Officer Noe Ramirez works with new police dog Jack at the K9 Unit’s Truxtun Avenue 
training facility. See more photos at Bakersfield.com.

PHOTOS BY ALEX HORVATH / THE CALIFORNIAN

Bakersfield Police Officer Noe Ramirez works with new police dog 
Jack in an obstacle course at the K9 Unit’s training facility.

Carol Craig and her husband, 
Jack, began donating funds for 
the BPD’s K9 Unit to purchase 
new dogs in 2014. Following 
Jack’s passing in 2016, the unit 
decided to name Carol’s most 
recent donation in his honor.

have promoted setbacks of 2,500 
feet. Kern County requires oil and 
gas facilities in unincorporated 
parts of Kern be at least 210 feet 
from sensitive receptors. Arvin re-
quires a 600-foot setback.

The Center on Race, Poverty, 
& the Environment sent a mass 
email Tuesday urging supporters 
to file comments with CalGEM.

“If we can flood their inbox, we 
have a chance to pass a ground-
breaking 2,500-foot health and 

safety buffer zone that Califor-
nians need to stay safe,” said the 
email from community organizer 
Juan Flores.

The state says 9,222 active oil 
or gas wells, and 6,511 idle wells, 
lie within 2,500 feet of sensitive 
receptors.

The California Independent 
Petroleum Association trade 
group said California oil produc-
ers operate under the world’s 
strictest environmental standards. 
It said regulations that reduce 
in-state production only increase 
oil activity in places with lesser 
protections.

An industry-funded study 
released in October by the Los 
Angeles County Economic Devel-
opment Corp. looked at potential 
impacts of buffer zones in Los An-
geles. It predicted large taxpayer 
costs from compensating prop-
erty owners for lost revenue, high 
litigation expenses and expensive 
clean-up work.

A legislative analysis last year 
said a bill creating 2,500-foot oil 
and gas buffers, if applied to exist-
ing production sites, would cost 
the state $3.5 billion per year.

Anyone wishing to comment 
on the matter is invited to send 

emails to CalGEM at CalGEMReg-
ulations@conservation.ca.gov. 
Comments can also be mailed 
to this address: Department of 
Conservation, 801 K St., MS 24-
02, Sacramento, CA 95814, ATTN: 
Public Health Near Oil & Gas 
Rulemaking.

An online survey set up to 
gather input is online at survey-
monkey.com/r/calgem-publi-
chealth . Another system for pro-
viding comment is located online 
at sift.ly ; the passcode to enter is 
“calgem”.

Two “virtual community meet-
ings” have been set up to discuss 

the proposal.
One, geared toward the Los 

Angeles area, is set for 10 a.m. 
to noon Wednesday. Register to 
attend at bit.ly/CalGEM-May20. 
People without Internet access 
can dial in by phone at 877-
369-5243; the access code is 
0326361##.

Another is scheduled for 1 to 
3 p.m. June 2. Register at bit.ly/
CalGEM-June2. Dial in by phone 
at 877-369-5243, access code 
0333038##.

Follow John Cox on Twitter:            
@TheThirdGraf.

OIL
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world, all in one day.
Grogg, Bakersfield’s own brand 

of Superman, died early this 
month after retiring his cape and 
tights in his declining years. He 
was 84.

“He had a learning disability 
and epilepsy,” said his younger 
sister, Joy Gonzalez, who helped 
take care of Walter for decades.

“He kind of lived in his own 
little world,” she said. “He loved 
animals. Animals loved him. He 
was a gentle soul.”

But Grogg was quite indepen-
dent. He walked for miles and 
was a fixture on local GET buses, 
where he struck up conversations 
with hundreds, maybe thousands 
of locals over his lifetime.

He attended countless sporting 
events at Bakersfield High, his 
alma mater, and at North High in 
his Oildale neighborhood. Later 
he attended classes at Bakersfield 
College, on and off, for close to 
two decades.

“I went to North High but I 
didn’t meet him until after I grad-
uated and was working at Beale 
library,” said Jannette Standridge. 
“I will never forget the first time I 

saw him go in the elevator as Wal-
ter and come out as Superman.”

Victor Swedblom, Grogg’s 
47-year-old nephew, posted on 
Facebook’s “Kern County of Old” 
page about the death of his un-
cle, and was astonished by the 
outpouring.

“I was overcome with joy,” he 
said at the realization that so 
many people knew of and loved 
Walter Grogg.

Hundreds of comments de-
scribed his uncle as a sweet man, 
a great guy, a hero of children, and 
more.

He was independent up to a 
point, but he couldn’t take care of 
himself, Grogg’s nephew said.

“In some ways, he had the mind 
of a 7-year-old,” Swedblom said. 
“He could be annoying.”

In some ways, Walter reminded 
his nephew of the Cuba Gooding 
Jr. character in the movie “Radio.”

But he seemed to have flashes 
of brilliance. He had an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of some of the 
great classical composers, and he 
loved the Big Band era, especially 
band leader Glenn Miller.

Grogg not only loved the Su-
perman persona, he also aspired 
to the character of Superman’s 
alias, Clark Kent, mild-mannered 
reporter for a great metropolitan 
newspaper.

He had a press pass from the 
Bakersfield News Observer, which 
allowed him access to high school 
sports, which he loved.

After he started going gray, his 
sister, Joy, used to dye his hair.

“He didn’t want people to think 
he was getting old,” she said.

But eventually, as his hair 
thinned, he decided it was time to 
enjoy his golden years, she said.

On Tuesday, a small graveside 
service was held at Union Cem-

etery. In the open casket, Walter 
was dressed as Superman.

Had it not been for the corona-
virus restrictions, Grogg’s sister 
believes there would have been a 
crowd of mourners there to cele-
brate the man many simply knew 
as Superman.

“He was a wonderful man,” Bar-
bara Farnsworth commented on 

Swedblom’s Facebook post. “He 
pulled my cousin out of the street 
once and saved him from being 
hit by a car.”

Who knows? Maybe he really 
was a superhero.

Steven Mayer can be reached at 
661-395-7353. Follow him on Twit-
ter: @semayerTBC.

SUPERMAN
Continued from PAGE A1
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It seemed to be a job for Superman, but the Bakersfield Police 
Department and other emergency responders appeared to have 
things pretty much under control when Superman, also known 
as Walter Grogg, showed up to assist the victim of a strong-arm 
robbery at Eye and 21st streets in downtown Bakersfield.

FACEBOOK COMMENTS ON “SUPERMAN”
Cheryl Cook I remember him well! Such a gentle soul. He was at 
almost every one of my daughter’s softball games at BHS. Walter 
was everywhere.

Jannette Standridge I went to North but I didn’t meet him until 
after I graduated and was working at Beale library. I will never forget 
the first time I saw him go in the elevator as Walter and come out as 
Superman.
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