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OROVILLE >> The North Complex 
West Zone fires have not been 
active along many areas, includ-
ing the northeast, and has held 
within much of its western line. 
There is no anticipated growth 
near Lake Oroville.

However, firefighters are being 
challenged to the southeast of the 
fire east of Forbestown Reservoir 
as the fire continues to push west, 
said Cal Fire Deputy Operations 
Section Chief Ron Bravo during a 
press conference Saturday night 
at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds 
in Chico.

NORTH COMPLEX 
WEST ZONE

Evacuation 
warning lifted 
for area near 
Lake Oroville
Spot fire near Forbestown 
Reservoir increases

By Carin Dorghalli
cdorghalli@chicoer.com

From behind her glasses, she 
saw more than the physical world. 
She saw potential. Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
fought for gender equality. She 
breathed one last time on Friday. 
Her passing inspired a candle-
light vigil in her honor.

About 150 people gathered in 
the City Plaza to mourn her death 
and celebrate her life on Saturday 
evening. The event was hosted by 
Women on Reproductive Defense. 
The Notorious RBG elicited spir-
its ready to demand equality.

“She was a trailblazer for 
women,” Sandra Scholten, event 
host said. “I know that people are 
feeling overwhelmed by all of this 
and feeling defeated. We’re going 
to ask you to be like Ruth and dig 
deep in honor of her fight.”

Ginsburg attended Cornell, 
Harvard and Colombia. The fe-
male law student found herself 
as a minority everywhere she 
went. In her college years, she 
met a man who cared more for 
her brain than her appearance, 
Martin Gibsburg. They wed. He, 
too, studied the law.

Being a woman was an imped-
iment to her in finding a position 
at a law firm. Once she gained 
her bearings in the profession, 
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Citing an uptick in violent 
crime amid COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Chico Police Department 
creates a new unit. PAGE A3 

CRIME

Violence Suppression 
Unit formed in Chico

Restrictions on daily life due 
to COVID-19 spurs outrage in 
cities across the globe despite 
recent spike in cases. PAGE B10 

PANDEMIC

Protesters target virus 
measures worldwide

Lack of oxygen in the water 
due to the recent ash fall is 
the cause of fish die-off, ac-
cording to local official. PAGE A6 

WILDLIFE

Fish are reportedly 
dying at Teichert Ponds

NORTH COMPLEX WEST ZONE FIRES

A LIFELINE LEVELED
Berry Creek store impacted not only a family, but an entire community

My restlessness kept me up 
that night. The blaze was still 
raging. The story was unfin-
ished. At 3 a.m. I drove back. 
This time, with a fellow jour-
nalist.

I knew what I would see 
down Bald Rock Road, but 
the foreknowledge didn’t pre-
pare my emotions for the site. 
Embers floated like snow-
fall around me. The road 
was laden with fallen trees 
and power lines. Explosions 
throbbed in all directions.

Mitch Dorghalli, my dad, 
immigrated to the U.S. from 
Syria to build a better life for 
himself and his future family. 
He worked in various stores, 
saving as much as he could. 
In 1993, he purchased Jerry’s 
Market in Oroville. In 2006, 
he purchased Village Market 
in Berry Creek. It’s the only 
store in the entire town. Or 
was.

The sight dizzied me. I’m 
no stranger to disasters. I’ve 
covered more wildfires than 

I wish. But seeing my dad’s 
hard work mutated to lit-
tle more than smoulder-
ing rubble broke me. I paced 
back and forth, breathing 
too deeply the toxic smoke. I 
could no longer tell whether 
my tears were caused by 
flecks of ash or my grief.

All that stood of the small 
market was the gate. Its black 
bars were silhouetted against 
a red haze emanating from 
the center of the property. Be-
hind the gate laid distorted 
counters, shelves and freez-
ers. The roof that once held 
snow in the winter was indis-
tinguishable from the walls.

With that store, my dad 
supported not only his family, 
but an entire town. I didn’t 
know that. My family lives 
in Chico. I only visited Berry 
Creek twice a year or so. Each 
memory I have there, I’m 
fond of. We’d spend the whole 
day in the forested commu-
nity. The people were kind. 

  I called with trepidation, knowing the news I had to break 
could leave my father with tears streaming down his face.

   The Bear Fire had just begun its ravage of 
mountain communities. As a photojournalist 
for the Chico Enterprise-Record, I drove toward 
Berry Creek, but stopped short of the flames. 
Fear kept me from inching forward. I captured 
the apocalyptic sky, then hurriedly escaped. 

GOOD MORNING!

Have a great day, subscriber 
Kurt Gilbertson!

Check out what’s going on in
your neighborhood and the
community. PAGE B4

WHAT’S HAPPENING

DYLAN BOUSCHER — EAST BAY TIMES

Enterprise-Record photographer Carin Dorghalli mourns the loss of her immigrant father’s store, Village Market on Saturday, Sept. 12 in 
Berry Creek. It was the only store in town. 

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Mitch Dorghalli is weary on Sept. 18 in Chico. His store, Village 
Market, burned to the ground. It was the only store in Berry 
Creek. 

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Village Market, the only store in Berry Creek was reduced to little 
more than rubble on Sept. 12 in Berry Creek. 

Carin 
Dorghalli
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