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SHOWING LOVE—At left, 
Henry Sapien of Oxnard kisses 
a Los Angeles Lakers flag at a 
makeshift memorial for Kobe 
Bryant set up outside Mamba 
Sports Academy in Newbury 
Park on Sunday. Below, Sapien 
holds his sons, Bryan, 10, and 
Bryant, 3—both of whom 
he named in tribute to the 
NBA superstar, who died Jan. 
26 along with eight others, 
including his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna, in a helicopter 
crash in Calabasas. The group 
was bound for the sports 
complex for a noon game.

Sports complex at center of Bryant tragedy
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L.A. ICON—Kobe Bryant, with daughter 
Natalia, celebrates the Lakers’ 2010 NBA 
world championship during a parade in 
downtown Los Angeles.

 Travel team 
suffers loss of 
three players, 
two coaches in 
helicopter crash

By Kyle Jorrey
tonewstip@theacorn.com

 Mamba Sports Academy in 
Newbury Park offered up-and-
coming basketball players and their 
parents what few other athletic 
venues could: the chance to brush 
with greatness.
 Kobe Bryant, whose moniker 
from his playing days was added to 
the title of the training facility after 
he became an investor, wasn’t there 
seven days a week, but he was there 
enough to heighten the excitement 
of any athlete who stepped through 
the doors of the facility on Rancho 
Conejo Boulevard north of the 101 
Freeway.
 “The aura of it, it just got so 
much bigger,” said Eric Rosenthal, 
a Newbury Park basketball coach 
and successful sports blogger, of 
Bryant’s 2018 arrival (Sports Acad-
emy opened in 2016). “You play a 
game in Ventura or the L.A. area, 
it’s just another game. When you’re 

playing at Mamba Sports Academy, 
it’s a big deal. It brings everything 
to a whole new level.”
 Such was the case Sunday 
morning as travel teams of boys 
and girls ages 6 to 13 from up and 
down California—and even out of 
state—battled in the Mamba Cup, 
a series of tournaments developed 
by Bryant himself. 
 While coaches demanded full 
attention, players and those in the 
audience eagerly awaited the arrival 
of Bryant and his daughter Gianna, 
13, whose eighth grade team was 
scheduled to play a noon game 
against a team from Texas coached 
by fellow NBA great Jason Terry.
 The Newport Beach residents 
were traveling from Anaheim to the 
Camarillo Airport aboard a rented 
Sikorsky S-76B helicopter—just as 
they’d done the day before—along 
with two teammates, Alyssa Altobel-
li and Payton Chester, both 13; their 
parents, John and Keri Altobelli, and 

Crash investigators remain on scene
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Council will seek bids  
for trash-hauling contract Bad weather may 

have been a factor
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By Ian Bradley
ianbradley@thacorn.com

 Investigators have begun 
the difficult task of trying to 
understand what caused the 
Jan. 26 helicopter crash in 
Calabasas that killed nine 
people, including NBA leg-

end Kobe Bryant, 41, and his 
13-year-old daughter, Gianna. 
 Safety experts said this week 
that, among other concerns, the 
craft lacked a key piece of terrain 
awareness monitoring equip-
ment. The National Transporta-
tion Safety Board investigated a 
similar crash in 2004 and made a 
recommendation that this type of  
helicopter carry the equipment.
 The Sikorsky S-76B private 

helicopter owned by Fill-
more-based Island Express 
Holdings Inc. crashed about 
a mile east of Las Virgenes 
Municipal Water District head-
quarters on Las Virgenes Road 
during a heavily overcast day 
in which even Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department 
helicopters were said to be 
grounded due to the fog.

Our Lifestyle  
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distribution  
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PICK US UP

By Becca Whitnall
becca@theacorn.com

 For the first time in the city’s 
history, multiple waste haulers 
will compete to win the rights to 
Thousand Oaks’ annual trash and 
recycling contract, a deal worth 
an estimated $20 million a year.
 The City Council voted 5-0 
Tuesday to initiate a bidding 

process, also known as a request 
for proposal or simply an RFP.
 The time, some said, had 
come to test the free market. 
 “I lean toward needing to find 
out what the open market holds 
to be able to turn to the citizens 
in town and say we did our due 
diligence to find out exactly what 
the market is, and I don’t know 
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