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parents at two community meetings held in January. The
option to house K-2 at Solana Highlands and third grade at
Skyline creates the least impact on the educational program
with enough space for discovery labs for all students and
enough room for specialty programs.

The drawbacks for the option include sending students
outside the Solana Beach zip code and Zimmer said some
parents voiced concerns about having their younger
students transported by bus. Zimmer said they also heard
feedback that there would be too many transitions for the
second graders: In three years students would be attending
Solana Highlands, then back to Solana Vista for a year and
then go on to Skyline.

A second option would instead move second and third
grades to Skyline and kindergarten and first grades to
Solana Highlands. This option would provide less
transitions for second graders and keep more kids in Solana
Beach but discovery labs for all students would be impacted
by space and time issues—Zimmer said students would
have less time in STREAM programs such as science,
technology, engineering, art and music.

The district is exploring having a 15-minute buffer
between the school schedules for Solana Vista students to
lessen the impact on traffic during pick-up and drop-off.
They will also be offering transportation for Solana Vista
students going to Carmel Valley with potential bus stop
locations at Lomas Santa Fe Plaza, San Dieguito Park and
Skyline.

The board will make a decision on the interim housing
configuration at its Feb. 13 board meeting and SBSD Vice
President Debra Schade wanted to ensure that the district is
addressing parent concerns and that the board has received
enough feedback to have confidence making its decision.

About 36 people attended the January workshops and
Brentlinger said the district targeted parents through the
school newsletter, yard signs and phone calls.

Upcoming community meetings for public input are
scheduled for Feb. 3 in the morning and Feb. 7 in the
afternoon at Solana Vista.

FROM SOLANA VISTA, A2

the trees the city wanted them to
remove over the past year.

Garcia’s letter notes that the city
attorney issued an opinion that the
Carmel Valley Precise Plan supersedes
Design Review Board decisions. She
also noted that there are no meeting
minutes or other information available
from the board’s 1982 approval.

But the Olsons’ lawsuit cites a
portion of the plan’s text that says:
“Nothing set forth in the Precise Plan
does, nor is intended to, limit or reduce
the discretionary authority of the

Design Review Board, Planning
Commission or City Council” in terms
of design review or other decisions
within the plan area. Based on that
provision, they allege the 1982 Design
Review Board approval should be
upheld.

“The Olsons have a clear, present,
and beneficial right to the correct
application of the City’s municipal
code,” their attorneys wrote in the
lawsuit, which was filed Dec. 31 in San
Diego County Superior Court.

Thirty-seven years after the Design
Review Board decision city leaders are
calling erroneous, the city’s decision to

order the Olsons to remove the
noncompliant trees was precipitated by
two recent complaints from residents.

The Olsons appealed the order to the
city to no avail. In a 3-1 decision last
October, the City Council upheld the
decision to require the Olsons to abide
by the Restorative Action Plan.
Councilwoman Terry Gaasterland
voted no, and Councilman Dave
Druker recused himself from the vote
due to a business relationship with Ken
Olson.

Ken Olson said he is declining
comment at the advice of his
attorneys.
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which would be a start.
If people are struggling with

depression and/or substance abuse, they
should be able to ask for help, or accept
assistance from someone who has
noticed their difficulties.

“It needs to be okay for someone to be
able to go to his or her boss and say I’m
struggling and I need help and I don’t
want to lose my job,” Zimmerman said.

Zimmerman, who now lives in New
York, has gone back to school to earn a
master’s degree in social work, and she
hopes to continue writing while also
practicing as a social worker.

She will give a presentation and sign
copies of her book 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 11, sponsored by Adventures by the
Book, at 9540 Towne Centre Drive, Suite
150, in the UTC area. Books can also be
ordered at eilenezimmerman.com.

FROM DRUG ABUSE, A8

deliver the energy to local
customers in a CCE program,
which typically provides a higher
percentage of clean and renewable
energy at slightly lower rates,
depending on the particular level
of renewable energy customers
select.

Customers can opt out of the
CEA and continue receiving
power from SDG&E, although
SDG&E plans to discontinue
energy procurement.

According to a report from CEA
interim CEO Barbara Boswell,
other cities or counties within
SDG&E territory are eligible to
join the CEA. Potential new
members would have to complete
a series of steps including a
financial feasibility study and

paying a share of the cost of
launching the CEA before Oct. 1.
Customers in any new member
city or county would begin
receiving service in 2022.

Solana Beach City
Councilwoman Kristi Becker, a
CEA board member, said the
board should first focus on
regulatory steps before forming a
citizen’s advisory committee or
enlisting new members.

“We need to lead by being
successful,” said Becker, a Clean
Energy Alliance board member.

The board will also apply to join
the California Community Choice
Association as an affiliate member,
which would cost $1,500 in
annual membership dues.

The next Clean Energy Alliance
meeting will be held Feb. 20 at 2
p.m. in Solana Beach City Hall.
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