
562.263.6455
Open 10 a.m.- 7 p.m.

WE ARE OPEN FOR TAKEOUT AND DELIVERY!
Take a break from cooking and let us cook for you. Grab a meal that will 

put a smile on the entire family's face. With our generous portions of your 
favorite comfort food, your family will be happy and well fed for days. Our 

entire menu including beer are available for to-go or by delivery through our 
website, Postmates, Uber Eats, Doordash and Grubhub.

ElTepayacCafe.com

See EL RANCHO page  12

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

As with cities across the Southland, 
Bellflower held a peaceful demonstration 
on Wednesday June 3rd. City officials 
quickly realized that in order to ensure 

the safety of residents, businesses and 
protestors, a meeting needed to be held.  A 
zoom meeting was set up that included the 
organizers; Bellflower Mayor Juan Garza, 
and city council; Planning Commission 

GEORGE FLOYD PROTESTS IN AREA DRAW THOUSANDS

L. CAMPBELL, Senior Pastor of the Secret Place Church, spoke to over 200 young 
men and women that were present at the protest in Bellflower.

13 YEAR-OLD LA MIRADA RESIDENT GRADUATES COLLEGE

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

Wearing his college cap and gown... 
and flip flops 13 year-old Jack Rico  
accepted his diploma with pride. 

Although this would seem to be a 
normal college graduation in the time 
of a pandemic, it wasn’t.  Jack Rico is 
only 13 years old.

Rico is the youngest person in the 
107 year history of Fullerton College to 
earn not only one, but four associate’s 
degrees in just two years, making 
headlines all over the country. The 
young scholar’s engaging story has 
given many people something to smile 
about, his accomplishments have been 

See BELLFLOWER page  14

JACK RICO accepted his diploma from Fullerton College at a private drive by 
celebration on Escalona Drive in La Mirada on May 27th. 

See RICO page  6See WATER page  4

Asm. Cristina Garcia 
Takes Thousands From 
Companies Who Thirst 
for Central Basin Water 
Receivership
BY BRIAN HEWS

“Whiskey is for drinking, water is 
for fighting.” ~ Mark Twain 

This past week, Hews Media Group 
was first to report that Assemblywoman 
Cristina Garcia (D-Bell) co-sponsored SB 
625, a bill that would place Commerce-
based Central Basin Municipal Water 
District, a public agency with elected 
officials, into receivership.

The bill would dissolve the current 
board of directors and cancel the November 
2020 election.

The agency has its problems but they 
are not endemic; directors who were 
appointed under Garcia’s AB 1724, passed 
in 2016, are not allowing the agency to 
move forward with its regular business.

The appointed directors have banded 
together with Garcia, elected Director Bob 
Apodaca, three CB employees, and water 
purveyors inside CB’s boundaries in an 
attempt to eliminate and transfer the assets 
of the agency.

The directors and employees leave 
meetings, refuse to write checks to cover 
crucial expenses - all while cutting payroll 
to themselves. 

Garcia wants receivership despite the 
fact that there are no safety issues with the 
water, the agency has the revenue to cover 
expenses, boasts $8 million in reserves 
and owns an $8 million building free and 
clear.

But an HMG investigation could stop 
all that and cause Assembly and Senate 
officials to think twice about Garcia’s bill 
and stop the attempted privatization of Los 
Angeles’ water system.

An examination of several campaign 
finance documents on Follow the Money and 
the California Secretary of State’s website 
Cal-Access has revealed a complex web 
of relationships and monetary donations 
related to elected officials favoring CB’s 
take over.

The investigation found that Garcia 
took thousands from water purveyors 
inside Central Basin Municipal Water’s 
boundaries, the same purveyors causing 
problems inside the agency itself.

HMG-LCCN EXPOSÉ 
RESULTS IN LANDSLIDE 
RECALL OF TWO EL RANCHO 
UNIFIED BOARD MEMBERS
BY BRIAN HEWS

An long-running investigation and 
expose by Hews Media Group has resulted 
in a landslide recall of El Rancho Board 
Members Jose Lara and Leanne Ibarra.

The seven article expose started with 
outlining the corruption and pay-to-play 
politics involved with the El Rancho 
School Bond and went from there, 
resulting in  Bond Construction manager 
Jaime Ortiz and ERUSD Superintendent 
Karling Forts's resignations and the 
eventual recall getting started.

The investigation also triggered an 
audit by the Fiscal Crisis and Management 
Assistance Team, FCMAT, which is 
ongoing.

Of the nearly 4,000 votes, over 91% 
were in favor of removing Lara from 
office and 86% were in favor of removing 
Ibarra.

El Rancho board and committee 
member Joe Rivera, who won over 69% 
of the mail-in ballot vote, will take one 
seat and Esther Mejia who won nearly 
31% of the vote, will take the other seat.

The El Rancho Unified School 
District (ERUSD) recall, a recall started 
after HMG-LCCN published a series of 
investigative articles that revealed graft 
and corruption at the highest levels of the 
school board, will go forward.

Lara and Ibarra kicked people out of 
meetings for their criticism during public 
comment while inviting non-residents 
from their radical organization Union del 
Barrio to intimidate them. 

They also fired several long-time 
principals, including one from El Rancho 
High, and demoted others, while installing 
their own cronies to do their bidding.

An eleven page Unfair Practice 
Charge filed against ERUSD, exclusively 
obtained by HMG-LCCN, portrayed 
Lara, VP Orosco, and Ibarra as an 
extremely malicious group, pitting 
administrators and teachers against each 
other, fabricating reasons to terminate 
administrators, demoting and dismissing 
ERUSD personnel without evaluations, 
and harassing parents who spoke at 
Board meetings, all in an effort take over 
the ERUSD, hand their own friends a 

LOS CERRITOS Honor Your Senior With 
an Online Tribute...

On Us!
Details on page 3
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BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

A local eatery and breakfast joint, 
The Nest and owner Antonio Appling 
is providing 25 hot meals per week to 
local residents affected by the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Appling had the desire to provide 
meals to single parent households and in 
a conversation with Bellflower resident 
and patron Victor Sanchez, a distribution 
plan was hatched. 

Lindsey McCombs, Executive 
Assistant for The Nest, told HMG 
“We run our business on four pillars of 
conduct, our mission and our vision is 
one in the same. We put employees first, 
believe in selfless service, support our 
community and serve trustworthy food.”

The restaurant originally began in 
San Francisco as a bar and open mic 
establishment, however Appling sold it 
and opened the business in Bellflower 
with his college roommate, 

He has been serving the community 
since 2006.

In collaboration with Caring 
Connection and Community Family 
Guidance Center, Sanchez identifies 
single parent family households, by 

working with case managers. 
Families are provided menus of top 

selling items and community favorites, 
orders are placed and meals are delivered 
weekly. 

Currently the donations are being 
delivered to eight homes.

Sanchez stated “Antonio and the 
restaurant have committed to donating 25 
hot meals every week for the ‘foreseeable 
future’.” 

“There are people in need 365 days 
a year, not just during an emergency,” 
added McCombs, “this is our way of 
supporting our community year round.” 

She added that selfless services is 
built around the golden rule, Matthew 
7:12. 

"So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law and the Prophets."

Councilmember Ray Hamada added  
“We want to thank The Nest and their team 
for making a difference for Bellflower 
residents in their time of need.”

If you would like to donate to this 
distribution please email Lindsey@
eatnest.com or follow them on Instagram 
@eatatthenest.

THE NEST EATERY IN BELLFLOWER PROVIDING MEALS

HELPING OUT: Nest employees with meals they provide every week to single-
parent households in Bellflower. Nest has committed to 25 per week for the foreseeable 
future.

BY TAMMYE MCDUFF

In a statement released recently, Pier 
1 Imports, Inc. announced that it has 
filed a motion seeking Bankruptcy Court 
approval to begin an orderly wind-down of 
the Company’s retail operations as soon as 
reasonably possible after store locations are 
able to reopen following the government-
mandated closures during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

After almost 40 years of selling some 
of the most unique home décor and 
accessories, Pier 1 is permanently closing 
all retail stores.

Unfortunately, the challenging retail 
environment has been significantly 
compounded by the impact of COVID-19, 
hindering the company’s ability to a buyer. 
As part of the wind-down, the Company 
intends to sell its inventory and remaining 
assets, including its intellectual property 
and e-commerce business, through the 
court-supervised process. 

Legal and financial advisors engaged 
in a thorough analysis of all available 
alternatives prior to deciding on this 
course of action. Ultimately however, 

due to the combination of a challenging 
retail environment and the new reality and 
uncertainty of a post-COVID world, the 
Company and its advisors determined that 
an orderly wind-down is the best way to 
maximize the value of Pier 1’s assets. 

Pier 1 intends to initiate store closing 
efforts and liquidation sales once store 
locations can reopen, in compliance 
with COVID-19 guidelines from local 
government and health officials. The 
Company is currently continuing to serve 
customers through Pier1.com, and orders 
are being processed and filled. 

The Company has proposed July 1, 
2020 as the asset bid deadline, July 8, 2020 
as the auction date and July 15, 2020 as 
the sale hearing date. The Company plans 
to file a Chapter 11 plan and disclosure 
statement. 

Founded with a single store in 1962, 
Pier 1 Imports was the leading retailer 
of unique home décor and accessories. 
The Company’s products were available 
through approximately 541 Pier 1 stores in 
the U.S. and online at pier1.com. 

For more information please visit pier1.
com. 

PIER 1 CLOSING HALF OF ITS STORES

In addition, the documents  showed 
several possible campaign finance 
violations. 

The same water purveyors inside CB 
boundaries that gave money to Garcia 
donated thousands to several political 
action committees (PAC’s), with the 
PAC’s turning around and giving money 
to Garcia.

Finally, the investigation found a 
massive web of donations - from the same 
purveyors and PAC’s that gave to Garcia 
- paid to elected officials who have their 
name on AB 625.

Influential names such as Assembly 
Speaker Anthony Rendon, Ian Calderon, 
and Steven Bradford, who co-authored and 
is carrying the bill.

Bradford’s co-authoring of the bill has 
many scratching their head; his district has 
very little to do with CB, unlike Sen. Lena 
Gonzales and Sen. Bob Archuleta who 
command 99% of CB’s area.
Blatant Conflicts

The donations by the individual water 
purveyors and PAC’s to candidates present 
a laundry list of conflicts, implications of 
pay-to-play and possible campaign finance 
violations. 

The purveyors who gave money are 
all inside Central Basin’s boundaries 
including Whittier-based San Gabriel 
Valley Water; Whittier-based Cadway/
California Domestic Water; Downey-based 
Park Water and Liberty Utilities.

One of the most questionable  donations 
was by San Gabriel Valley Water, who 
donated $16,900 to Garcia. 

SGVW is current Garcia-appointed CB 
Director Dan Arrighi’s employer. 

Arrighi,  who is an ally of Director Bob 
Apodaca has been adamant about stopping 
all business at CB, constantly leaving 
meetings and unwilling to negotiate a truce 
brokered by CB’s current attorney Anthony 
Willoughby.

Park Water is based in the city of 
Downey and is on the Assembly record 
supporting Garcia’s bill. 

Park buys water from CB and delivers 
to Downey, Downey’s Assistant City 
Manager is John Oskoui, another Garcia-
appointed director who currently sits on 
the CB’s board.

Oskoui has been even more destructive 
in his efforts to take over CB, pulling 
agenda items involving litigation off closed 
session meetings without informing other 
Directors and nearly defaulting on the 
questionable termination lawsuit filed by 
former CB General Manager Kevin Hunt.

Liberty Utilities counts as one of 
its employees Frank Heldman, another 
dysfunctional Garcia appointed CB 
Director who resigned under a shadow of 
corruption, including filing false 700’s and 
putting his company, Liberty,  in front of 

CB in the merger with Sativa Water.
Individual Company Donations to 
Candidates

Arrighi’s company, San Gabriel Valley 
Water, gave Garcia- 

• $4,700 in 2012
• $4,700 in 2014
• $3,000 in 2016
• $2,500 in 2018
• and just recently gave $2,000 in 

2020.
SGVW gave Speaker Rendon $5,600 

from 2014-2016 and gave Calderon $6,500 
from 2014-2018.

California Domestic Water Company, 
also known as Cadway, is another water 
purveyor in CB’s area; Cadway gave Garcia 
$2,500 in 2016 and $2,200 in 2018. 

But these companies, with already 
questionable connections, did not stop 
at the individual level, donating over 
$128,000 to PAC’s that would eventually 
support Garcia, Rendon, Calderon, and 
Bradford.
Individual Company Donations to 
PAC’s

Three PAC’s were beneficiaries of 
the SGVW, Liberty/Park, and Cadway 
donations: 

• California Water Association
• California Association of Mutual 

Water Companies
• Consumers for Clean Water.
The California Water Association 

was the biggest recipient, garnering 
over $58,000 in donations; second was 
Consumers for Clean Water who took in  
$21,600 from Cadway and $22,100 from 
SGVW. Last was California Association 
of Mutual Water Companies, who took 
in $25,900 from the apparent cash-cow 
Cadway.
PAC’s Donations to Candidates

The CWA, flush with money donated by 
water purveyors who have a clear conflict 
of interest, donated to all the major players 
involved with SB 625. The donations are 
total numbers:

• $7,500 to Garcia (2012, ’14, ’16, ’18)
• $5,000 to Rendon (2014)
• $5,800 to Calderon (2012, ’16,’18)
• $9,000 to Bradford (2012, ’16)
And in what looks like pay-to-play, 

CWA gave Bradford, who is carrying the 
bill, $3,000 just weeks ago.

Next in line was Consumers for Clean 
Water who took in $43,700 from Cadway 
and SGVW; Consumers gave Rendon 
$4,100.

Last was the California Association of 
Mutual Water Company PAC. After taking 
$25,900 from Cadway, the PAC turned 
around and gave Garcia $2,000 in 2016 
and $3,200 in 2018.
The conflicts continue

HMG has obtained the Assembly 
hearing agenda to be conducted in 
Sacramento tomorrow by the Committee 
on Local Government tomorrow.

The lone argument for support of the 
bill is from the city of Downey, and is 
an almost exact copy of what current CB 
Director John Oskoui authored and read 
into the record at a Downey City Council 
meeting.

Also supporting the bill is the California 
Association of Mutual Water Company and 
the California Water Association.

Garcia’s first bill passed in 2016; during 
that year, the companies and PAC’s cited in 
this investigation gave $53,300. 

$10,500 (19%) went to Garcia.
In 2018, the companies and PAC’s cited 

in this investigation gave $54,100; $9,400 
(17%) went to Garcia.

This year, the two authors of the bill 
took $5,000 in donations; Bradford from a 
company who is on the record supporting 
AB 625 and Garcia from a company that 
has an employee on the Central Basin 
Board as a Director who wants to see an 
agency takeover.

Now Bradford and Garcia are paying 
them back. 

GARCIA
Continued from page 1


