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NORTH COUNTY
The election for the 76th

Assembly District pits a
Democratic incumbent
against a Republican chal-
lenger to represent a North
County coastal district
where voter preferences
have shifted in recent years.

Democratic Assembly-
woman Tasha Boerner
Horvath is running for re-
election against Melanie
Burkholder, a mental
health counselor and for-
mer Secret Service agent.

The district encom-
passesEncinitas, Carlsbad,
Oceanside, Vista and

Camp Pendleton. Once a
solidly Republican area,
the district now shows
Democrats with a 6-point
advantage in voter regis-
tration.

As recently as 2016, Re-
publicans had a nearly 7-
point advantage over
Democrats. And less than a
decade ago, in 2012, no
Democrat even ran against
the GOP candidate.

The shift benefited
Boerner Horvath, who won
the 2018 race with 55 per-
cent of the vote over anoth-
er Democrat, adding to her
rapid electoral ascent.
Boerner Horvath was first
elected to the Encinitas

City Council in 2016.
In the March primary,

Boerner Horvath captured
57 percent of the vote to 42
percent for Burkholder.

The race presents a
clear choice between two
approaches to governing,
Burkholder said.

“I’m an advocate for

lower taxes and personal
freedoms and individual
liberties, protecting our
constitutional rights and a
free market,” she said. “We
cannot be further apart on
how we think the world
works.”

As the incumbent,
Boerner Horvath is build-
ing on her achievements in
the Legislature as well as
her connection to the Enci-
nitas community. She said
“experience and getting
things done” distinguish
her from her opponent.

“I was a planning com-
missioner and a City Coun-
cil member,” she said. “I
have the experience and

track record of getting
things done for the dis-
trict.”

That includes several
bills signed by Gov. Gavin
Newsom at the end of the
recent legislative session,
including AB 1426, which
bans new infrastructure
projects from encroaching
onSanOnofreStateBeach.
For years that area has
been the focus of a struggle
between environmentalists
and transportation agen-
cies eyeing an extension of
state Route 241. The bill
codified a legal settlement
struck several years ago.

Boerner Horvath also
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Incumbent Boerner Horvath, a Democrat, faces GOP challenger Burkholder in the rapidly changing 76th District
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BAJA CALIFORNIA
When Karla Izquierdo’s

ex-husband, Francisco
Aguilar, disappeared in
Rosarito, she unwillingly
joined a group no one wants
to become amember of: the
tens of thousands of families
searching across Mexico for
theirmissing lovedones.

But the case is a relative
rarity in one sense because
Aguilar, a 20-year veteran of
the Los Angeles Fire De-
partment, is an American
citizen.

Each year, millions of
Americans visit Mexico
without incident. Still, 324
American citizens have van-
ished since 2006 and not
been found, according to the
Mexican federal govern-
ment’s official tally of the
missing. That compares
withmore than 70,000 miss-
ingMexicans.

The Aguilar case high-
lights some of the frustra-
tions Americans face when
forced to confront the weak-
ness of theMexican criminal
justice system, where even
whencriminals confess tovi-
olent crimes, they are often
acquitted. Law enforcement
officials in theUnited States
say it can be frustrating for
family members when they
realizeU.S.policehaveno ju-
risdiction in Mexico and
have to relyon theirMexican
counterparts to investigate
cases ofmissingAmericans.

“People can be shocked
to find out that the Ameri-
can law enforcement system
doesn’texist inMexico,” said
Lt. Thomas Seiver, who is
with thehomicideunit of the
San Diego County Sheriff ’s
Department.

Asked to comment, an
FBI spokesperson said in a
statement, “While the FBI
doesnothave jurisdictionon
missing persons overseas,
weare always ready to assist
our international partners.”

Aguilar was last heard
from on Aug. 20, when he
sent his family a WhatsApp

SEARCH
FOR U.S.
CITIZENS
HARD IN
MEXICO
Families of missing
Americans run into
jurisdictional hurdles
BYWENDY FRY
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St. Paul’s PACE program staff members (from left) Nicole Zaidi, Alisa Isumi and Lizette Galindo load donated items into the back of a
van Saturday as they collect donations during a drive-thru, socially distanced event at the Elm Street Medical Center in San Diego.
The donations were for the PACE program, which cares for San Diego’s most frail and low-income seniors. The event coincided with
the National Make a Difference Day. The PACE program will continue to collect items through Dec. 15. Each year, the campaign is
meant to encourage San Diegans to donate essential-need items or small gifts to local seniors in need.

NANCEE E. LEWIS

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Two labor union employ-
ees running for office in the
South Bay are getting criti-
cized for theamountofmon-
ey their employer — Labor-
ers’ International Union of
North America, or LIUNA,
Local No. 89 — has put into
their campaigns.

Javier Alvarado, a busi-
ness representativewith the
union, is running for city
clerk inNationalCity.Hehas
received more than $60,000
from organized labor, in-
cluding $20,000 from Local
89 and $40,000 from two po-
litical action committees
connected to organized la-
bor — Laborers Pacific
Southwest Regional Organ-
izing Coalition PAC and
Southern CaliforniaDistrict
Council of LaborersPAC.

Matthew Leyba-Gonza-
lez is an organizer for Local
89 and is running for City
Council in Imperial Beach.
He has received more than
$75,000 from labor, including
a $25,000 donation from Lo-
cal 89 and $50,000 from the
same union PACs that con-
tributed to Alvarado’s cam-

UNION
BACKING
2 OF ITS
WORKERS
IN RACES
BY GUSTAVO SOLIS
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Restaurants nationwide
have been devastated by the
pandemic, but no place has
beenharderhit thanCalifor-
nia, which has led the coun-
try in permanent restaurant
closures sinceMarch.

Earlier thismonth,Mich-
elin Guide announced it
would not release its 2020
guide of California’s best
restaurants out of respect
for the chefs and owners
whose primary concern this
year has been survival,
rather thanwinning coveted
Michelin stars. Unlike in
other states, California
restaurants have beenhit by
the triple-whammy of pan-
demic-related closure or-
ders, a drastic drop in tour-
ismandmassivewildfires.

Of the 76 California
restaurants that heldMich-
elin stars at the end of 2019,
nine have permanently
closed and 50 are only offer-
ing takeout, according to
Michelin officials. Just 17 are
now open for onsite dining,
including San Diego’s only
Michelin-starred restau-
rant, Addison inCarmelVal-

ley, which is offering patio-
only seating.

In place of the California
guide, Michelin officials will
behostinga live eventonline
at 4 p.m. Tuesday at gui-
de.michelinman.com.
Called “The Family Meal,”
the phrase restaurants use
for the communal meals
served to employees, the
event will celebrate the Cali-
fornia restaurant industry,
raise money for California
food banks, and introduce a
new sustainability awards
category that will be exclu-
sive to California restau-
rants, at least initially.

The event will also fea-
ture the unveiling of 20 new
California restaurant “dis-
coveries” that Michelin in-
spectors made during their
secret dining visits before
the pandemic arrived this
year. Among the more than
30 Michelin-starred chefs
scheduled to appear on the
hourlong program are Mas-
simo Bottura, Daniel
Boulud, Michael Cimarusti,
Dominque Crenn, Thomas
Keller, Corey Lee, Wolfgang
Puck, Gordon Ramsay, Eric
Ripert, Carlos Salgado,
Nancy Silverton, Curtis
StoneandAliceWaters.

Nora Vass, director of
food and travel experiences
forMichelin North America,

STATE’S STRUGGLING
RESTAURANTS FOCUS
OF ONLINE EVENT
Michelin Guide hosts
fundraiser featuring
world-famous chefs
BY PAM KRAGEN
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Community relationships grow
stronger when they are built with care
and concern for the good of all people.
When people regularly and persistently
worktogether, theybuild trust,offercom-
fort, and strengthen resilience amongst
one another when times get tough. The
effect isevengreaterwhencommunity re-
lationships are formed across religious,
racial and cultural lines. They help in-
crease mutual respect, understanding
andacceptance.

Noel Becchetti, a member of Commu-
nityCovenantChurch inElCajon, under-

stood the value of community. Two years
ago, Noel accompanied his friend Rabea
Jouja to theAlSalamMosqueonaFriday
dayof service tomeet thereligious leader,
Imam Amir, and start a conversation. It
wasthe initialstepthat ledtobuildingthe
El Cajon Interfaith Coalition, a group of
leaders from various churches and
mosques inElCajon.

To date, the coalition has focused on
serving together in the community,
reaching out to at-risk youth, and foster-
ing interfaith discussions to buildmutual
respect, understanding and community.
In addition to serving the needs of their

Noel Becchetti, shown with his wife Kyle, helped form the El Cajon Inter-
faith Coalition, a group of leaders from churches and mosques in El Cajon.
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SOMEONE SAN DIEGO SHOULD KNOW

GROUP OF CHURCH, MOSQUE LEADERS
AIMS TO HELP E. COUNTY COMMUNITIES
BY LALLIA ALLALI
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