
B4 THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE MONDAY • OCTOBER 26, 2020

BY

COLLECTION

TH E

INTRODUCING

Refresh Your Home
New WindowsWith

EXCLUSIVELY FROM

PAYMENTS
AS LOW AS

/MO.**
$99+ZERO

INTEREST
ZERO
PAYMENTS

FOR UP TO 12 MONTHS*
OR

*On approved credit, not all applicants will qualify. 12 month promo period with no payments required followed
by 84 amortized payments based on the balance at the end of the promo period. Interest charge to account is
waived if entire purchase balance is paid before the end of the promo period. No prepayment penalty. APR in loan
agreement is fixed for the life of the loan. Minimum financing of $2,500 and proof of income required. **6 month
promo period beginning at approval with up to 6 interest only payments followed by 78 amortized payments
based on balance at end of promo period. No prepayment penalties. Your APR is fixed at 7.99% for the life of the
loan. On approved credit, not all applicants will qualify. Call for details. Offer Expires 10/31/2020. CSLB# 778326.

#1 WINDOW REPLACEMENT
COMPANY IN CALIFORNIA

CALL NOW
(858) 263-0473

“Revolutionizing the
Home Improvement

Industry, One
Customer at a Time.”

619-567-6435
Or visit bestofferssd.com

Lic # 947147

858.309.8950
or visit BestOffersSD.com

Wholesale Kitchen Cabinets! Free Estimates &
Financing! No Interest For 6 Months! O.A.C

kitchen
emporium

COMPLETE KITCHEN

$6,750*

I N S TA L L E D
BONUS: FREE 18 Gauge Sink

with Kitchen Purchase
*Price is based on 20 linear feet up to 42" wall and 36" base
cabinets. Additional footage will be adjusted accordingly.

UNBELIEVABLEVALUEUNBELIEVABLE
VALUE
GRANITE
COUNTERTOP
Prefabricated,
42 sq ft with a
choice of 7 colors

6" BACKSPLASH
with 5/8" OR 3/4"
plywood & overmount
sink cut

SOLIDWOOD
CABINETS
with several colors
and styles to choose
from, NO PARTICLE
BOARD

JEWISH
BURIAL
SPACES

Competitively Priced
at Mt. Sinai Lawn in El
Camino Memorial Park.
Wall crypts & niches (for
cremated remains) at

Cypress View Mausoleum
at greatly reduced prices.

619-871-4160
ssimmons@cbisd.org

CEMETERY LOTS

760.966.0111
SeaStarBurials.com

Dignified
Scatterings
at Sea

MISC. SERVICES

message from near his
Rosarito beach house,
where he lived some of the
time.

Weekswent by, Izquierdo
claims, before investigators
began taking the case seri-
ously and only after the case
gained traction in the U.S.
mediaandLosAngelesMay-
or Eric Garcetti announced
at a news conference that
the city would “work tire-
lessly” to ensure Aguilar’s
safe return.

“This is a living night-
mare,” said Izquierdo. She
said it is especially hard not
knowing whether the father
of her two children is alive.
“Since this happened, we’ve
been meeting all these fam-
ilies inMexicowho have also
been searching for their
loved ones for years and

have been left without an-
swers.”

Though two people have
been arrested for Aguilar’s
“forced disappearance,” his
whereabouts remain un-
known. “I believe that every
single hour after his disap-
pearance was valuable. ... A
lot of time was wasted with
peoplewhodidalmost noth-
ing,” Izquierdo said this
week.

BajaCalifornia investiga-
tors dispute that, saying
theyworked the case harder
than most — not just be-
cause themissing party was
an American, but also be-
cause there were immediate
and obvious signs of foul
play at Aguilar’s residence,
such as missing vehicles, an
apartment left in disarray
andbloodat the scene.

“They investigated day
and night,” said Enrique
Méndez, a spokesman for
the Attorney General’s Of-

fice inBajaCalifornia.
Two suspects were ar-

rested on Oct. 8, in pos-
session of Aguilar’s stolen
credit cards. A judge briefly
released them from custody
afewdays later.BajaCalifor-
nia officials say the suspects
—Santos “N,” 27, and Fanny
“N,” 32 — are now back in
custody,beingheldonsuspi-
cion of being involved in his
“forced disappearance.”
(Defendants in Mexico are
only identified by their first
names unless they are con-
victed of a crime, in order to
protect their civil rights.)

“It is incredible how hav-
ing the evidence, having the
audios, looking at photo-
graphs, lookingathowthese
criminal groups do very se-
vere damage to society, but
just because of technicali-
ties, because of details of in-
terpretations and personal
criteria, (the judges) let
them go free,” said Isaías

Bertín, a top federal law en-
forcement official in Baja
California.

Oscar Armenta, a former
San Diego police sergeant
who worked extensively in
Mexico on SDPD’s border li-
aison team, says that in his
experienceBajaCalifornia in-
vestigators are very talented,
although they are often op-
erating under very difficult
circumstances, includinglim-
itedresourcesanddangerous
workingconditions.

“I can personally tell you
they’re outstanding at in-
vestigations,” saidArmenta,
who now works as a private
investigator, often on cases
with a cross-border empha-
sis.

U.S. lawenforcementoffi-
cials say Americans who
don’t get involved in crimi-
nal activity in Mexico are
rarely targeted because
their disappearances can
bring unwanted attention
southof theborder.

Criminal groups “don’t
want the political backlash
or the law enforcement
backlash,” said Seiver. Ar-
menta said it’s “very rare
that American tourists just
walking down the street in
Baja California will be just
randomly kidnapped off the
street.”

Still, there have been sev-
eral high-profile robberies
and homicides of American
citizens in Baja California
this year, such as the killings
inAugustofawell-knownSo-
lanaBeach couplewho had a
vacation home near San
Quintin, a small coastal town
about three hours south of
the border near Ensenada.
Ian Hirschsohn, 78, and Ka-
thy Harvey, 73, surprised a
robber in the house, investi-
gators said. The robber later
admitted tokilling the couple
anddumpingtheirbodiesina
well southof SanQuintin, ac-
cording to Hiram Sanchez,
theprosecutor.

When U.S. citizens go
missing in Mexico, relatives
or other loved ones often
start off looking for help

northof theborder.
San Diego-area law en-

forcement agencies are re-
quired by state law to im-
mediately take a report
about a person’s disappear-
ance— nomatter where the
person lives or where they
wentmissing. But policewill
then forward the report to
the agency that has jurisdic-
tion over the missing per-
son’s case. If the person is
believed to be in Mexico,
they typically work through
their border liaison unit to
alertMexicanauthorities.

“We don’t actively go
looking for people in Mexi-
co,” said Chula Vista police
Lt. EricThunberg.

Mexican local law en-
forcement agencies usually
donottakeacasebasedonly
on paperwork from another
agency. Family members
have to physically go to the
jurisdiction where their
loved one ismissing tomake
a report inMexico.

“We tell people all the
time: If you think your loved
one is inMexico, go toMexi-
co,” explainedSeiver.

Cases involving Ameri-
cans missing in Mexico can
draw extensivemedia atten-
tion, but their numbers are
relatively low.TheSanDiego
Police Department cur-
rently has 10 open missing-
persons cases where detect-
ives believe the person may

be inMexico. Since 2013, the
Chula Vista Police Depart-
menthasdocumentedseven
unsolved cases where the
missingperson isbelieved to
be inMexico.

The San Diego County
Sheriff ’s Department
doesn’t publicly share its
numbers of missing persons
believed to be in Mexico for
investigative reasons, but a
homicide lieutenant said
thosenumbersarealsocom-
paratively small.

In at least some of those
cases, the missing party
does not want to be found,
police said.

“You’re talking about a
grown person, so you know,
the first question is always:
Are they really missing or
are they partying?” said Ar-
menta.

But the alternative can
begrim. In someyears,more
Americans are killed in
Mexico than in all other for-
eign countries combined.
Travel to several Mexican
states is listed asmore dan-
gerous than traveling toSyr-
ia orAfghanistanby theU.S.
StateDepartment.

ThoughBajaCalifornia is
considered less dangerous
than many Mexican states,
more than a dozen Ameri-
cans are killed there each
year. (This year, from Janu-
arythroughJune, therewere
nine deaths.) In 2019, 12 U.S.
citizens were killed in Ti-
juana, data show.

The disappearance of
Americans can bringmuch-
needed law enforcement at-
tention to specific criminal
groups, which helps other
Mexican families searching
for their missing loved ones.
When the remains of the
missing Solana Beach cou-
ple were discovered in a well
south of Ensenada, author-
itiesdiscoveredotherbodies
in the same location.

“We have to wait until
they find an American for
them to look,” said Lupita,
themotherof amissingBaja
California woman, who
asked thather lastnamenot
be used to protect her per-
sonal safety.

Lupita, who is still
searching for her daughter,
saidthedeathsof theAmeri-
can retirees was horrific and
tragic.At the same time, she
hopedmaybe some valuable
informationcouldcomeof it.

“At least now some other
(Mexican) families might
have some answers,” she
said.

Staff writer Alexandra
Mendoza contributed to this
report.

wendy.fry@sduniontribune.com

MISSING
FROM B1

Francisco Aguilar, a
veteran of the Los Ange-
les Fire Department,
disappeared in Rosarito.

COURTESY PHOTO

LEMON GROVE
The Lemon Grove City

Council last week allocated
$100,000 of $162,371 in federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
EconomicSecurityAct funds
to Home Start to help the
homeless.

The city expects to use

$40,000 to $50,000 of that
$100,000foraHomeStartspe-
cialist; the rest will go to a
“FlexFund”programfor indi-
viduals needing hotel vouch-
ers, transportation, reuni-
fication efforts, and emer-
gency items such as food,
blankets and diapers. Funds
canalsobeused tohelp those
on the brink of homelessness
by offering rental and utility
assistance.

Fortheremainderoftheto-
tal federal allocation, the City
Council directed staff to use
$25,000 as part of a twice-

monthly fooddistributionpro-
gram. An additional $22,371 is
earmarked for COVID-19 pre-
ventionneeds for staff andcity
facilities, and the remaining
$15,000will help pay the child-
careneedsofessentialworkers
who want to send their chil-
drentothecity’sfallandwinter
daycamps.

HomeStart already part-
ners with the city to provide
street outreach to homeless
individuals. Every twoweeks,
deputies from the San Diego
CountySheriff’sDepartment
and Home Start personnel

visitnewandknownlocations
where homeless individuals
congregate andgive them in-
formationaboutservicesthey
might need and/or trans-
portationtothoseservices.

Assistant City Manager
Mike James said the city is
looking to strengthen its rela-
tionshipwithHomeStartand
that the fundingwill helppay
for20hoursaweekofwork.

James said the city hoped
that an increase in the fre-
quency of visits by Home
Start personnel will increase
the level of trust homeless in-

dividuals have with them,
which in turn will result in
more acceptance of help. He
saidthe“FlexFund”willallow
for “a tailored portfolio, be-
causenot everyoneneeds the
samething.”

Although the Regional
TaskForce on theHomeless’
“Point-in-Time” count for
2020 tallied just 18 homeless
persons in LemonGrove, the
cityrealizestherearefarmore
persons in need of help in the
region.

CityManagerLydiaRom-
ero said that from July

throughSeptember, previous
CARES Act funding coupled
withtheEastCountyRegions
Allocations of Homeless
Emergency Aid Program to-
taling $15,000helped 119 indi-
viduals. Those funds allowed
the city to distribute 113 hy-
gienekits,107foodpacks,give
40 follow-up assessments for
housing and referrals for
placementandprovide22un-
sheltered individuals the op-
portunity to receive ongoing
services.

karen.pearlman@sduniontribune.com

LEMON GROVE USING GRANT FUNDS TO HELP HOMELESS
$100K allocated to
partner with Home
Start for outreach
BY KAREN PEARLMAN


