
Air quality 
improving 
in Calaveras 
County, though 
subject to change

By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

With Calaveras County’s latest 
major fire, the Salt Fire near Salt 
Spring Valley Reservoir, 100% con-
tained after burning nearly 1,800 acres 
and with firefighters making good 
progress on the 2,800-acre Moc Fire 
in Tuolumne County, air quality has 
notably improved as of Wednesday. 

“Air Quality is much bet-
ter than it has been over the past 
week,” said Lisa Medina, Interim 
Administrator for the Calaveras 
County Environmental Management 
Agency, who reported that the Air 
Quality Index (AQI) in the coun-
ty has fallen to the “Good” to 
“Moderate” range in most areas. 
“Angels Camp AQI is satisfacto-
ry and air pollution poses little or 
no risk. All other locations includ-
ing San Andreas, Murphys and 
Calaveritas have Moderate AQI and 
although acceptable may still pose 
some risk for some people that are 
sensitive to air pollution.”

One of the main contributors to 
poor air quality over the past week 
was the Moc Fire, which is now 
60% contained. According to the 
Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (Cal Fire), the eruption of 
more than 700 new wildfires since a 
lightning siege began on Aug. 15 has 
burned over 1.32 million acres state-
wide – an area collectively larger 

than the State of Delaware. 

“The current weather system has 
been able to alleviate some of the 
wildfire smoke. However, current 
fires burning in the northern region 
including the Santa Clara and Salinas 
fires may affect our air quality as the 
wildfire smoke migrates towards our 
region,” Medina said. “Please keep 
in mind that air quality can change 
rapidly at different times of the day 

due to wind shifts and therefore it 
is important to monitor the smoke 
throughout the day and make outdoor 
plans accordingly.”

If the smoke returns, Medina recom-
mends taking the following precau-
tions to limit exposure:

• Stay indoors with the windows and 
doors closed, if possible.

• Do not run fans that bring smoky 
outdoor air inside – examples include 

swamp coolers, whole-house fans, 
and fresh air ventilation systems.

• Run your air conditioner only if 
it does not bring smoke from the 
outdoors. Change the standard air 
conditioner filter to a medium or 
high efficiency filter. If available, 
use the recirculate or recycle setting 
on the unit.
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Hazy skies begin to give way to the wild blue yonder as smoke from various wildfires throughout the region begins 

to subside on Tuesday.
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By Davis Harper
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Two measures to increase 
taxes in local fire districts in 
Calaveras County each fell 
short by about 3% in Calaveras 
County’s Aug. 25 special elec-
tion. The elections office will 
continue to count any ballots 
received between now and 
Friday, but Clerk-Recorder 
Rebecca Turner said she 
doesn’t expect any additional 
ballots to change the results of 
the election. 

Less than 42% of eligible vot-
ers in each district turned out. 

With the latest results, fire 
protection districts in San 
Andreas and West Point join 
Central Calaveras Fire and 
Rescue Protection District 
in failing to find funding 
through a proposed special tax 
increase in recent years. The 
percentage of votes received 
on measures in all three dis-
tricts were around 63%, just 
3% shy of the two-thirds of 
voters needed to pass.

Measure A, which would 
have established a special 
annual tax of $300 on property 
owners in the San Andreas 
Fire Protection District, has 
garnered 532 “Yes” votes – 
just 63.6% of the 836 vot-
ers participating. There are 
approximately 2,174 regis-
tered voters in the district.

The district was seeking an 
additional $560,000 per year to 
sustain staffing levels at its sta-
tion, along with the equipment, 
facilities, training program, 
insurance and other systems 
“necessary to protect lives, 
homes and businesses.”

Without new funding, 
the district will be unable 
to maintain its current lev-
els of service. The district 
has strived to staff at least 
three firefighters at the sta-
tion in San Andreas, but now, 
“we’re not going to be able 
to sustain that,” said Board 
Vice President Dana Nichols. 
“It breaks my heart that we 
might not be able to respond 
to a call one day.”

Nichols said he was grate-
ful for how many people 
supported the campaign with 
phone calls, sign postings 
and donations.

Part of the challenge in get-
ting broad support for the tax 

Measures 
A, C fail 
in special 
election
Votes fall short 
for fire district 
ballot measures 
in San Andreas, 
West Point

see Measures, A7

By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Calaveras County businesses might have been 
dealt more than they can handle with California’s 
mask mandate. 

Jason Hauer, co-owner of Arnold Ace Home 
Center, says a recent altercation between an employ-
ee and a customer over the mask mandate “could 
have gotten ugly” when the disgruntled patron 
reportedly placed his hand on his sidearm while they 
were arguing in the parking lot. 

A report of the Aug. 12 incident was filed with the 
Calaveras County Sheriff’s Office, in which it was 
alleged that the employee asked the customer to wear 
a mask upon entering the store and subsequently pro-
vided him with one. However, after walking around 
the store the customer reportedly threw the mask 
down at the register and told the employee to “come 
outside,” threatening to engage in a physical fight.  

“The subject had an open carry on his thigh,” the 
Sheriff’s Office reported. Once outside, he placed his 
hand on the gun but did not pull it out.

According to the employee, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, a crowd had gathered in the parking lot, 
some videotaping the argument, which he believes 
caused the suspect to leave without further incident. 

On Wednesday, the Sheriff’s Office stated that the 
department has obtained video footage from the busi-
ness and is working to identify the suspect.

But the investigation isn’t enough for Hauer, 
who believes that local authorities have placed 
business owners “at the tip of the spear” in a battle 
to uphold the statewide mask mandate, ordered by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom on June 18 to combat rising 
COVID-19 cases.  

“It’s really a thankless job that our employees go 
through and have to deal with. People are at their 
absolute worst right now,” Hauer told the Enterprise. 

“Why can’t our government leadership lead the 
charge on this – like our sheriff, etc.? Why is it left 
to mom-and-pop stores to enforce this?”

Hauer disagrees with Calaveras County Sheriff 
Rick DiBasilio’s decision to issue a statement that 
his department would not be enforcing the mandate 
by issuing citations or making arrests. 

“It is up to individuals and businesses to enforce/
comply with the order and a business can enforce 
the order or ask the person to leave. If the person 
refuses to leave the business, we will address the 
trespass issue separately,” DiBasilio wrote in a June 
18 Facebook post, joining a scattering of municipal 
governments across the state who came out against 
the order. 

The following day, Tuolumne County Sheriff Bill 
Pooley put out a similar message stating that his posi-
tion was to “rely on education” as an enforcement 

By Noah Berner
noah@calaverasenterprise.com

Editor’s note: This is part 
one in a multiple-part series 
taking an historical look at the 
Spanish flu pandemic in 1918.

While there is nothing in 
the county’s history quite 
like the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, the Spanish flu 
of 1918-20 provides some 
interesting parallels.

Scholars still debate where 
the Spanish flu first appeared, 
but many believe that it arose 
in Kansas in March of 1918 
after passing to humans from 
a bird species.

Aided by the massive move-
ment of troops during World 
War I, the virus quickly spread 

around the world, infecting an 
estimated one in three people. 
The pandemic killed an esti-
mated 50-100 million people 
and between 3-5% of the 
world’s population. 

It wasn’t just the high death 
toll that alarmed people at the 
time. While most influenza 
epidemics tend to kill the 
young and old, the Spanish 
flu more commonly killed 
those in the prime of life. 

Today, experts believe that 
the high death rate among 
those aged between 16 and 40 
was due to a massive response 
of the immune system that 
killed in an attempt to cure.

Those who perished in 
this manner died quickly, 
and sometimes with bizarre 

symptoms like turning blue 
and coughing up blood that 
led the public to fear that they 
were witnessing a return of the 
Black Death. 

At the time, there were 
no effective treatments 
for influenza or the result-
ing pneumonia, which was 
usually the cause of death. 
Though certain viruses had 
been identified, the world’s 
leading scientists knew very 
little about them. Over the 
course of the pandemic, most 
members of the scientific 
community believed that a 
bacterium was responsible 
for the Spanish flu.

In North America, the pan-
demic hit in three major waves 
beginning in the spring of 

1918, the fall of 1918 and the 
winter of 1918-19. The first 
wave was relatively mild, the 
second extremely virulent, and 
the third intermediate between 
the two.

The first wave of the 
Spanish flu in the United 
States was mostly limited to 
military facilities and nearby 
urban areas. But the second 
wave swept over the entire 
country, leaving almost no 
community untouched. 

Even as the flu raged 
through U.S. cities and mili-
tary camps in September 
of 1918, the county’s local 
newspaper, the Calaveras 
Prospect, was silent on the 
issue. However, this was not 
unusual. During the war, the 

belligerent countries feared 
that reporting on the pandemic 
would decrease morale and 
incite a panic.

Through government cen-
sorship or self-censorship, 
most newspapers in Europe 
and the U.S. reported lit-
tle, if at all, on the out-
break at first. The pandemic 
became known as Spanish 
Flu because Spain was neu-
tral during World War I and 
its newspapers extensively 
reported on the crisis in that 
country beginning with the 
first wave.

As the second wave of the 
virus spread, the silence of the 
press did more to stoke fear 

History repeating? 
A look back at Spanish flu outbreak in Calaveras County
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Local businesses struggling to enforce state’s mask mandate
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Public Safety payroll and new learning 
hubs for children of specific essential work-
ers in the county were given first priority 
for federal COVID-19 relief funding by the 
Calaveras County Board of Supervisors in an 
Aug. 18 meeting.

The county will receive $4.59 million from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act between now and December. 

Over $3.7 million is already spoken for with 
the latest approval from the board. $3.5 million 
will be allocated to public safety payroll to offset 
General Fund expenses.

The amount is a conservative estimate, as 
safety payroll expenditures through December 
30 will be higher than $4.6 million, Deputy 

County Administrative Officer Christa Van 
Lotta told supervisors.

Another $200,000 was approved to sup-
port the Calaveras County Office of Education 
(CCOE) in funding childcare and learning hubs 
for children of essential workers. That specifi-
cally includes employees of the county, hospital/
healthcare industry and school districts. 

The hubs, which officials are aiming to open 
after Labor Day (Sept. 7), would function as 
places for essential workers to drop off their kids 
grades kindergarten through eighth to participate 
in distance learning, according to Health and 
Human Services Director Kristin Stranger, who 
has been working with CCOE on the project.

CCOE looked at existing infrastructure, cre-
ated a community survey for parents employed 
by the aforementioned entities, and identified 

three locations for the hubs across San Andreas, 
Valley Springs and along the Highway 4 cor-
ridor, potentially in the Angels Camp area, 
Stranger said. They could serve over 100 
youth, she said.

The funding request will accommodate extra 
hires for CCOE to “orchestrate distance learn-
ing” with children in the hubs through the end 
of 2020, Stranger told supervisors.

She added that CCOE is looking for other 
funding sources as well. 

Up to 12% of county staff have been on 
leave since March 19 due to COVID-19-related 
issues, according to the CAO’s 90-day report.

District 5 Supervisor Benjamin Stopper said 
he was supportive of the request, but that it 
needs to be done carefully. He referenced some 
county employees having to take administrative 

leave due to their kids catching COVID-19 or 
being exposed to someone who has it.

District 2 Supervisor Jack Garamendi made 
the motion to include funding for the request, 
citing the need to support county employees 
who are parents during challenging times.

“This is important,” Garamendi said. “We’re 
asking our employees to do extraordinary 
amounts of work. ... They have to show up 
and they’re having a really hard time. If we’re 
going to ask people to do extraordinary things, 
we have to meet them halfway. I would sup-
port this.”

The board voted unanimously in favor of the 
proposal. That leaves approximately $900,000 
of CARES funding in contingencies that super-
visors can determine allocations for after pass-
ing the final budget Sept. 22.

CARES funding spent on public safety payroll, learning hubs for kids of essential workers

increase was likely due to 
financial challenges for a 
community with many people 
living on limited incomes, 
Nichols said.

The board will meet in 
mid-September to determine 
next steps.

“We’re going to work 
together to do the best we can,” 
he said.

In the West Point Fire 
Protection District, Measure C 
would have increased the exist-
ing special parcel tax by $180. 
The measure, which would 
have raised approximately 
$350,000 annually to main-
tain current staffing levels on 
the district’s single fire engine 
and allow an adjustment of 
up to 3% annually to account 
for inflation, failed with about 
63% voter approval.

There are 1,486 eligible vot-
ers in the district, but only 592 
ballots were received.

With the measure failing, 
District Boardmember Kirk 
Smith said the district has been 
left with some “tough decisions.”

“If you don’t have adequate 
resources to comply with cur-
rent laws and regulations, there 
are things you have to do so 
you operate in a safe fashion,” 
Smith said, with reference to 
complying with minimum 
wage and hour laws. “To not 
do so would be negligent.”

The news is especially dis-
concerting given the number 
of wildfires currently burning 
around the state, Smith said.

Two fire engines out of 
West Point are assisting on 
fires outside the district, but 
without additional funding, 
that may not be a possibility in 
the future, he said.

“What do you do going for-
ward when you can’t even man 
one engine?” Smith said.

He said the only alternative 
for fire agencies is to consider 
how to consolidate resources 
with each other or the state to 
see if there’s a “minimalist” 
response possible.

“We’re left with a small 
dime, and we’re going to try to 
do the most we can with it to 
serve the public, but we know 
it’s not enough to continue cur-
rent levels of service.”

The third measure on the 
ballot passed with approval 
from 23 of 27 property owners 
in the Lynn Park Community 
Services District. With 
Measure B, the district was 
seeking $15,000 of annual 
funding for road maintenance.

Final results will be posted 
to the county website Friday, 
and the elections office will 
likely certify the election Sept. 
5, Turner said.

Measures
continued from A1

than to quell it, and newspapers 
increased their coverage.

The Prospect first reported on the 
second wave of the Spanish Flu in a 
short article on Oct. 5.

“The call for the entrainment of 
seven soldiers from Calaveras county 
on October 7th has been called off by 
the Adjutant General on account of the 
epidemic of influenza that is spreading 
throughout the training camps,” the 
article reads. “The army doctors have 
evidently found a remedy for the dis-
ease, and have it under control now.”

Missing from the article was the 
news that the entire round of the draft 
had been canceled across the country, 
and that the pandemic was not even 

close to being contained.

By Oct. 19, the optimism of this initial 
report had proven to be unwarranted.

“The nation-wide epidemic of 
Spanish influenza has hit this State 
and is now spreading over the inte-
rior towns,” a Prospect article reads. 
“In San Francisco and Stockton the 
health authorities have ordered all 
schools, churches, theatres and places 
of amusement closed. It is reported 
that the city of Sonora has placed 
itself in quarantine as there are sev-
eral cases there. Reports come from 
Angels that there is one case there.”

The Stockton Daily Evening 
Record reported on the situation in 
Copperopolis on Oct. 24.

“School has been closed for the 
week on account of Spanish influ-
enza,” an article reads. “There are 
several cases of the disease in town 
and precaution is being taken by Dr. 

Cooper, the mine physician, to pre-
vent its spread.”

The next day, the Record carried 
news from Mokelumne Hill.

“Acting under orders from headquar-
ters the postmistress and telephone girl 
in this place are now wearing ‘flu’ masks 
while attending to their office work,” an 
article reads. “The material has also been 
ordered for masks for all of the pupils of 
the public school. While there are cases 
of influenza all around us, so far this 
place has been immune, but an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

The following day, the Prospect 
printed an article titled “Wear Your 
Mask Now.”

“Have you got your ‘flu’ mask 
ready for immediate use?” it reads. 
“San Francisco has passed an ordi-
nance making it a misdemeanor with a 
punishment of 10 days in jail or $100 
fine for not wearing a mask. Governor 

Stephens has requested that everyone 
wear a mask. It is better to meet with 
the request now than have to wear one 
later on – one put on by the old boy 
with the big scythe that won’t come 
off. It should be universal. A strict 
quarantine and a careful living up to 
the rules and regulations of the health 
officials will do more to keep the epi-
demic down than any other measure.”

By Oct. 26, the school had been 
closed and no public gatherings were 
being held in Mountain Ranch.

“We miss the sound of the school 
bell,” a Prospect correspondent wrote. 
“No Flu, but no chances.”

Though few flu cases in the county 
were reported by the Prospect, by the end 
of October the situation had become suf-
ficiently alarming that the City of Angels 
unanimously passed an ordinance requir-
ing the wearing of face coverings while 
in public, and two days later, the county 

board of supervisors followed suit.

“Every person appearing within the 
townsite limits of any town, or in any 
public place where two or more persons 
are congregated except in homes, in the 
County of Calaveras and every person 
engaged in the sale, handling, or distribu-
tion of foodstuffs, liquors, refreshments 
or wearing apparel shall wear a mask 
or covering, except when partaking of 
meals or refreshments, over the nose 
and mouth,” the ordinance reads. “Every 
person who shall violate any of the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed 
Fifty Dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
County Jail of the County of Calaveras 
not to exceed Fifty days, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment.”

Sources: “Pale Rider” by Laura 
Spinney; “The Great Influenza” by 
John M. Barry

Flu
continued from A1

• Limit outdoor exertion and 
physical activity.

• Leave the smoke-impact-
ed areas until conditions 
improve if possible.

• Reduce unnecessary driv-
ing. If traveling through 
smoke-impacted areas, be 
sure that your vehicle’s ven-
tilation system is on recir-
culate.

• Do not smoke, vacuum, fry 
food or do other things that 
will create indoor air pol-
lution.

• If you have asthma, take 
your medications and fol-
low your asthma manage-
ment plan.

• Non-HEPA paper face 
mask filters and bandana-
type face coverings may 

be helpful (in) reducing the 
spread of germs and viruses, 
but they are not capable of 
filtering out extra fine par-
ticulates which are much 
smaller in size. Therefore, 
they will not be helpful in 
protecting individuals from 
smoke-related impacts.

• The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has also recom-
mended the availability of 
cleaner air shelters for at-
risk individuals. However, 
COVID-19 has complicated 
the process of setting up 
overnight and extended-
period shelters. 

According to the CDC, 
“Wildfire smoke can irritate 
your lungs, cause inflamma-
tion, affect your immune sys-
tem, and make you more prone 
to lung infections, including 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
cause(s) COVID-19. Because 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
preparing for wildfires might 
be a little different this year.”

In its interim guidance for 
setting up cleaner air shel-
ters, social distancing, the use 
of face coverings and alter-
native sites for symptomatic 
and asymptomatic individuals 
were just a few recommen-
dations listed by the CDC. 
To read additional guidance 
regarding wildfire safety dur-
ing the pandemic, visit the 
CDC website.

In Calaveras County, there 
are no current plans for imple-
menting cleaner air shelters, 
according to Medina. 

“However, the Calaveras 
Air Pollution Control District 
(APCD) and Office of 
Emergency Services (OES) 
are working collaboratively 
to provide regular updates 
regarding wildfire smoke to 

our community by posting 
information on our websites,” 
she said. “We will also con-
tinue to monitor near-surface 
smoke forecasts through the 
National Weather Service and 
all other air quality monitor-
ing data. We will continue to 
share and provide advisories 
in order for our community 
members to be able to make 
informed decisions for their 
safety and health.”

Regarding the threat 
of additional blazes ignit-
ing in the region, Cal Fire 
Asst. Deputy Director Daniel 
Berlant advised residents on 
Wednesday morning to stay 
prepared. 

“Weather conditions con-
tinue to improve compared 
to last week. A strong marine 
layer has returned, which has 
helped raise relative humid-
ity and lower temperatures in 
some areas. However, with 

a strong marine layer comes 
a strong onshore flow espe-
cially in the afternoon. Gusty 
winds can be expected of 
15-20 mph,” Berlant stated. 
“This can make firefighting 
conditions challenging dur-
ing those times for the next 
couple days. Warmer condi-
tions are expected over the 
weekend. Isolated thunder-
storms are still possible in 
the upper portion of north-
ern California and the Sierra 
Nevada Mountain Range. The 
rest of California will experi-
ence a return to a warm and 
dry weather pattern.”

Recommendations include 
preparing an emergency sup-
ply kit, developing an evacu-
ation plan and knowing your 
neighborhood exit routes. 

Learn more about prevent-
ing and preparing for wildfires at 
readyforwildfire.org.

strategy and to work closely with 
health officials. 

In Amador County, Undersheriff 
Gary Redman instructed employees 
not to respond to complaints of indi-
viduals not wearing masks, due to the 
absence of “a law” requiring their use. 

Notably, under the California 
Emergency Services Act, if the gover-
nor declares a state of emergency, he/
she may “make, amend, and rescind 
orders and regulations” and “the orders 
and regulations shall have the force 
and effect of law.”

Yet officials are still debating if 
and how the mask mandate should be 
enforced, as well as who should be 
enforcing it. 

In response to an inquiry from the 
Enterprise, the Calaveras County 
Sheriff’s Office on Monday issued the 
following statement:

“The Sheriff has not told anyone to 
not wear a mask and has encouraged 
the mask wearing. He stated he was not 
in favor of issuing citations or making 
arrests for not utilizing a mask. The 
Health Department is responsible for 
enforcing the order.”

Between March 24 and Aug. 22, 
the Sheriff’s Office has received 
roughly 25 calls for service involving 
the mask mandate.

Calaveras County Public Health also 
receives calls from community mem-
bers about noncompliant businesses 
and notifies those businesses of their 
failure to comply, according to Health 
and Human Services Agency Director 
Kristin Stranger, but a citation has 
never been issued by the department. 

On Tuesday, after much delibera-
tion, the county Board of Supervisors 
voted not to enforce COVID-19 guide-
lines, lamenting a lack of direction 
from the state among many other con-
cerns in holding businesses legally 
accountable for noncompliance.

“This is not one of our finer days,” 
Chairperson Merita Callaway said 

after the resolution failed to pass.

According to District 2 Supervisor 
Jack Garamendi, the proposed resolu-
tion was aimed at local businesses that 
have been continually noncompliant 
with state and county rules. 

Garamendi said that a handful of 
businesses including the Murphys 
Historic Hotel “thumbing their nose 
at us” are setting unfair standards for 
businesses that choose to comply.

Thus, the brunt of mask enforce-
ment continues to weigh upon the 
shoulders of rule-abiding businesses, 
big and small, who bear the burden 
with varying levels of enthusiasm.

According to Murphys Business 
Association President Michelle 
Plotnik, some local businesses, like 
Arnold Ace Home Center, were requir-
ing masks prior to the governor’s exec-
utive order while others have shied 
away from the task, and a few oppose 
the rule altogether. 

Plotnik thinks businesses with high 
foot traffic, like hardware and grocery 
stores, have had the most trouble with 

noncompliant customers. For others, 
signs erected by business associations 
in visible parts of town and a general 
knowledge of the statewide mandate 
have made the transition to masking-up 
relatively smooth, such as at Plotnik’s 
Murphys-based architect office, where 
she meets clients by appointment only.  

Some business owners and managers 
have agreed that the governor’s order 
made mask enforcement easier, dissuad-
ing visitors from assuming rural California 
towns are mask-free zones. However, 
co-owner of Arnold Ace Home Center, 
Gary Hauer, says that the sheriff’s public 
statement against mask enforcement has 
provided fuel for dissent. 

“I continually hear from people, 
‘The sheriff’s not enforcing it. Why 
are you enforcing it?’ They misquote 
him. … I’ve broken up fights between 
customers that have a difference of 
opinion,” Hauer said. “If they believe 
the sheriff is not in favor of this then, 
obviously, they feel like they have a 
powerful person in their court.”

At Young’s Payless Market IGA 

in Copperopolis, owner Kevin Young 
“didn’t think it was worth our safety” 
to require employees to enforce the 
mask mandate, according to Manager 
Tammy Andrada.

Andrada echoed that the sheriff’s 
vocal position regarding the mandate 
“did not help” the situation. 

“People say, ‘What are you going to 
do? You’re not going to arrest me. … 
You just don’t even want to go there 
with some people,” Andrada said. “We 
have a sign outside respectfully (ask-
ing) that you wear a mask in the 
building. We don’t tell them they can’t 
come in if they don’t have one on.”

Yet Andrada hopes that customers 
choose to wear a mask, for her own 
safety and that of her employees. 

“My dad is 83. I want to be able 
to see him,” she said. “People just 
need to have compassion for other 
people. We’re all out on the front-
lines having to deal with it, day in 
and day out, following the rules. We 
just ask that people follow the rules 
like everyone else.”

Air
continued from A1

Masks
continued from A1

Enterprise photo by Dakota Morlan

A sign in downtown Murphys lists ways for visitors to help reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19, including wearing 

a face covering to protect others.
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Enterprise photos by Davis Harper

Calaveras Consolidated Fire Protection District Chief Rich Dickinson overlooks a pond that’s been polluted with oil. Forty-six 

five-gallon buckets and a 55-gallon drum of oil were dumped into a stormwater drain in Valley Springs on Aug. 26.
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By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Five COVID-19-related deaths have been con-
firmed at Avalon Health Care, a convalescent 
home in San Andreas. So far, the outbreak has 
infected 56 total residents and staff members. 

In an update uploaded to their website 
Wednesday morning, Avalon Health informed 
family members of the scope of the outbreak, 
which was first announced by Calaveras County 
Public Health on Aug. 21. 

“Despite our best efforts to prevent COVID-
19 from being introduced into our facility, we 
can confirm that we have had a total of 36 
residents test positive for the virus. Of these resi-
dents, 11 are being cared for at another skilled 
nursing facility on its COVID unit, six are being 
cared for at the hospital, one discharged, and 13 
have recovered. Decisions regarding transfer of 
residents to the hospital are made in consultation 

with the hospital, the resident’s physicians, and 
the resident’s family. We are saddened to report 
that five COVID-19-positive residents have 
passed away. Our deepest condolences go out to 
the family and friends of these residents.”

The health care provider told the Enterprise 
on Wednesday that the virus is believed to 
have been introduced to the facility through an 
asymptomatic staff member. 

“All residents and staff at the facility are 
currently being tested weekly,” Avalon Health 
Care Management, Inc. Legal Vice President 
Allison Griffiths said in an email.  “The facil-
ity is following all CDC and state guidance 
regarding COVID-19 and infection control and 
has had multiple infection control surveys since 
the beginning of the pandemic. We are working 
closely with the state and county health depart-
ments as well. The health and safety of our 
residents and staff is our number one priority as 
we fight this historic battle against COVID-19.”

Administration at the San Andreas facility 
state that there have been no additional clusters 
of three or more residents or staff with respira-
tory symptoms within the last 72 hours. 

Other COVID-19 cases
On Tuesday, Public Health confirmed 21 new 

cases of COVID-19 in Calaveras County, includ-
ing eight new cases at Avalon Health Care.

County Health Officer Dean Kelaita, MD, 
advised residents to practice extreme caution 
during Labor Day weekend. 

“As a reminder, being around people who 
aren’t part of your household puts you at risk 
for COVID-19. Within weeks of Memorial Day 
and July 4th celebrations areas of the state saw 
an increase in cases and hospitalizations. It’s 
important to find ways to celebrate the holiday 
while protecting yourself, your family, or your 
community from the spread of COVID-19,” 
Kelaita said. “Practice physical distancing, wear 
a face covering, get tested, wash your hands 
often, stay home if you are sick, and avoid any 
gatherings where physical distancing and mask-
ing is not being followed.” 

With the addition of five deaths at Avalon 
Health Care, there have been seven COVID-19 
related deaths in Calaveras County. 

To date, Public Health has reported 257 
confirmed cases of COVID-19. Of those cases, 
214 cases have since recovered while 41 remain 
active and two are currently hospitalized.

36 residents infected, 5 dead in COVID-19 outbreak at local convalescent home

BUSINESSES SEEK CLARIFICATION
Businesses throughout Calaveras County 
are seeking clarity in what can and can’t 
be done under California’s new four-tier 
COVID-19 reopening system.
Business, A4

Board decides 
against levy of 
fines against 
non-compliant 
businesses

By Davis Harper 
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

The Calaveras County Board 
of Supervisors in an Aug. 25 
meeting picked apart a resolu-
tion that would have autho-
rized punitive measures for 
enforcing state public health 
orders during the COVID-19 
emergency. Then they failed to 
garner the votes to pass it.

The county has received 
several complaints from com-
munity members about local 
businesses not following state 
protocols by not wearing 
masks or holding large gather-
ings, among other violations.

What does current 
“enforcement” look like in 
Calaveras County?

After receiving a complaint, 
Health and Human Services 
sends a letter to the business 
notifying them of the complaint 
and providing informational 
resources for how to operate 
safely and in compliance with 
state directives, Deputy County 
Administrative Officer Christa 
Von Latta told the Enterprise 
in an email Tuesday.

No citations have been 
issued to date.

The goal of the resolution 
taken up by the board in the 

Aug. 25 meeting was to define 
specific enforcement protocols 
and assign roles to county staff 
to implement them.

Chairwoman Merita 
Callaway and District 2 
Supervisor Jack Garamendi 
were the only two to support 
the resolution, but neither were 
happy with it. 

One of a few main points 
of contention addressed in 
the meeting was that County 
Counsel would be the lead 
agency for enforcement, and 
would be granted authority 
to issue cease-and-desists to 
revoke business licenses in the 
most extreme cases. 

Civil enforcement, which 
would involve taking busi-
nesses to court over violations, 
would be a costly and time-con-
suming option, said Callaway. 

Callaway told the Enterprise 
Tuesday she has heard several 
complaints about a select few 
businesses along the Ebbetts 
Pass corridor not following 
state guidelines by hosting 
gatherings for concerts.

Code Compliance would 
have been the better enforce-
ment agency, Callaway said 
in the meeting, since officers 
would be able to respond to 
complaints quickly by issu-
ing notices of violation as they 
would with other issues like 
electrical hazards that could 
result in fining.

The other issue, which 
Garamendi voiced concern 
over, was that the county 
would not be able to act on 
complaints issued prior to the 

Supervisors: 
County will not 
enforce directives

By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

Authorities located 46 five-gallon buckets and a 55-gallon 
drum of what appears to be motor oil upturned and flowing 
into a stormwater drain north of the Vista del Lago Way and 
Highway 26 intersection in Valley Springs Aug. 26. 

At the site of the illegal dump, off Vista del Lago Way and 
Woodgate Road, a river of dark oil-like liquid running down 
the asphalt toward a drain on the corner was dammed up with 
absorbent mat rolls and gravel around noon on Aug. 26.

Across the street, a murky, viscous pool was visible in the 
stormwater catch basin.

“There’s crawdads, there’s animal life in here – they’re 
all gonna die,” said Calaveras Consolidated Fire Protection 
District Chief Rich Dickinson, standing in the catch basin. 
“The frogs, whatever’s out here.”

Estimated 150 gallons of oil illegally dumped in Valley Springs

Dangerous 
spill

By Noah Berner
noah@calaverasenterprise.com

Editor’s note: This is part two in a 
multiple-part series taking an histori-
cal look at the Spanish flu pandemic 
in 1918.

Though the county board of super-
visors passed an ordinance requiring 
the wearing of masks in public 
on Oct. 28 of 1918, some local 
residents had already begun wearing 
masks voluntarily.

The day that the ordinance was 
passed, a Calaveras Prospect corre-
spondent in Murphys reported, “There 

is quite a scare of the epidemic, and 
yesterday quite a few donned the flu 
masks. There are a few cases of influ-
enza but they are very light. … The 
school has been closed for the present.”

On Oct. 31, the Stockton Daily 
Evening Record carried a dispatch from 
Mokelumne Hill.

“Although there are no cases of influ-
enza in town so far, still the public 
school was closed Monday last as a 
precaution. Now the next thing in order 
is for the parents to keep their children 
at home and not let them roam around 
on the public street,” an article reads. 
“Quite a number of people have passed 

through town during the last few days, 
leaving the places where the influenza 
was prevalent, and going up into the 
mountains above us.”

In the Nov. 2 issue, the Prospect 
reported on the first case of influenza in 
San Andreas.

“Postmaster Geo. H. Treat is the first 
case to break out in San Andreas with 
the Spanish influenza,” an article reads. 
“While at this writing his condition is 
not alarming he is to be closely watched 
and kept in bed.”

The same issue carried a short mes-
sage from the Prospect’s Mokelumne 

Hill correspondent.

“The Red Cross ladies in this 
place have been engaged for the past 
four days in making ‘flu’ masks,” 
it reads. “They charge five cents 
apiece for them.”

The American Red Cross expanded 
dramatically over the course of the war 
– from 107 chapters to 3,864 chapters – 
and played a leading role in responding 
to the pandemic.

It was reported that a Calaveras 
Union High School graduate, Gordon 
Keith, had been commissioned an 

Historical enforcement
County supervisors passed mask-wearing ordinance in 1918 pandemic

see Flu, A7

see Spill, A7see Enforcement, A7
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resolution passing.

He said not pursuing enforcement of non-
compliant businesses would be unfair for those 
that have followed the rules and taken an eco-
nomic hit for it, with specific reference to the 
Hotel Leger closing down while the Murphys 
Hotel stays open.

Supervisors argued back and forth on the 
particulars, with District 1 Supervisor Gary 
Tofanelli stating that new complaints would 
come in after the resolution was passed anyway. 

District 4 Supervisor Dennis Mills was con-
cerned that verifying on a complaint-driven 
basis would incentivize businesses to call in on 
their competitors and, more generally, with staff 
capacity to enforce the resolution. 

Tofanelli and Mills, along with Calaveras 
County District 5 Supervisor Benjamin Stopper, 
eventually voted against the resolution, which 
was put forth on a motion by Callaway and a 
second by Garamendi.

Early in the meeting, Stopper said he wouldn’t 
support enforcement through fining or revoking 
business licenses due to a lack of clarity from the 
governor on reopening businesses. 

Three days after the meeting, the state released 
a new four-tiered system for determining how 
and when certain types of businesses can open 
depending on where their county falls on the list. 
That replaces the County Data Monitoring List, 
the state’s previous system.

As of Wednesday, Calaveras County was 
listed as having a “substantial” risk level, since 
it’s seen at least four to seven new cases per 
100,000 residents daily.

That means only some non-essential indoor 
business operations, such as bars and concert 
venues, are required to be closed. Schools are 
closed for in-person instruction, but can open 
for in-person instruction if the county remains in 
this tier for two weeks.

“Substantial” is the second highest tier, or risk 

level, behind “widespread,” which would indi-
cate that several non-essential indoor business 
operations should be closed. 

Stopper told the Enterprise Monday that 
although he hasn’t had a chance to thoroughly 
review the state’s new tiered system, he oppos-
es fining or litigating against non-compliant 
businesses when there’s no proof that they’ve 
spread COVID-19. 

“There should be a clear path of proof that the 
person’s actions did something wrong,” he said.

Stricter enforcement could lead to more busi-
nesses “thumbing their nose” at the county and 
continuing unsafe practices, Stopper said, with 
reference to El Dorado County, where two non-
compliant cafes opted to stay open even after 
the county rescinded their public health permits.

Stopper also said case data for Calaveras 
County shows that the novel coronavirus is 
mostly spreading from individuals traveling out-
side of the county for work or shopping, rather 
than from a local place of business. 

Based on data compiled by the Calaveras 
Public Health Department through contact trac-
ing, this is partially true, in that most transmis-
sion is occurring between family members in 
households, rather than businesses.

But household transmissions have been 
observed between family members that leave 
the county for work as well as those who don’t, 
leaving no “preponderance” of data to give a 
strong indication of whether visitors or com-
muters are the ones primarily infecting others, 
County Health Officer Dean Kelaita, MD, told 
the Enterprise in an email Tuesday. 

Those “suspected” of getting infected from 
sources outside the county make up 24% of total 
cases, Kelaita said. The sources of infection 
for about 28% of cases are unknown, while the 
remaining 48% of cases have been linked back 
to individuals residing in the county. 

Transmission in the workplace, typically 
between co-workers in a retail establishment or 
office setting, has also been identified, but less 
commonly, he said.

Thus far, businesses or sectors that have 

experienced an outbreak either that occurred 
internally, or that spread to a member of 
the public, have “engaged in collaborative 
continuous quality improvement efforts with 
Calaveras Public Health.”

Kelaita added that, to date, the department 
has not identified outbreaks in any businesses 
or sectors that were “ignoring all state protocols. 
Local businesses have been good partners … in 
preventing COVID-19 transmission in an effort 
to stay open and do the right thing.”

Tuesday afternoon, the department reported 
21 new cases of COVID-19, eight of which were 
linked to residents of Avalon Health Care San 
Andreas, a skilled nursing facility.Avalon Health 
reported that five of those residents had died.

What are other counties doing to keep busi-
nesses accountable?

How California counties hold businesses 
accountable for violating state COVID-19 direc-
tives has varied greatly. Some Bay Area coun-
ties have levied fines for health order violations, 
such as not wearing a mask or gathering in large 
groups, per NBC Bay Area. 

Rural counties in the Mother Lode, however, 
have predominantly opted to take an education-
based approach, offering no enforcement “teeth” 
to ensure businesses follow the state’s rules. 

Law enforcement leaders in Amador, 
Calaveras and Tuolumne counties have publicly 
opposed enforcing the directives.

Tuolumne County, in particular, has chosen 
to offer financial incentives of up to $2,000 
for businesses that comply with state direc-
tives, rather than litigate or levy fines on those 
who don’t. 

Its business education and compliance divi-
sion, created in July, is focused on “reviewing, 
researching and understanding the (ever-chang-
ing) guidelines and health orders so we can go 
out and give the (relevant) information to busi-
nesses,” said Cori Allen, deputy director of the 
Department of Social Services, who is serving as 
the new division’s chief. 

The division has authorized $26,548 of a 
$250,000 pot for reimbursements for 19 dif-

ferent businesses to offset costs of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) purchases. The 
funding, all from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act, can also 
cover other business-specific needs to stay com-
pliant, including umbrellas for outdoor seating, 
for instance, Allen said. 

In cases where businesses are repeatedly not 
following directives, county staff conduct site 
visits, send letters to the business and, if deemed 
necessary, loop the relevant state regulatory 
agency in for enforcement, but that’s been an 
infrequent occurrence.

Regarding the potential for Calaveras County 
to launch a similar initiative, about $4.9 million 
in CARES funding is expected to be received 
piecemeal, but most of it will likely be used to 
reimburse the county’s public safety payroll to 
offset General Fund costs due to the pandemic 
between March and December, Callaway said. 

A laundry list of expenses include Zoom 
accounts, reimbursed costs for inmates that can’t 
be transferred from county jails to a state facil-
ity, cleaning offices, installing filters on HVAC 
units vents at county facilities, providing staff 
equipment to be able to work from home, staff 
time and more, Callaway said.

She said about 15 county employees have 
caught COVID-19. 

So far, the board has allocated $200,000 
of the CARES funding for learning hubs for 
children of essential workers that work for the 
county, school districts or in the hospital/health-
care system. 

Amador County’s Environmental Health 
Department has been responsible for field-
ing complaints and working with businesses 
to come into compliance, according to Diana 
Evensen, public information officer with the 
county’s public health department. 

Evensen said she didn’t know of a resolu-
tion that has come before the board of super-
visors to establish formal enforcement pro-
cedures, but added that the Amador County 
Chamber of Commerce has helped secure PPE 
for area businesses.

Dickinson spotted the cans and drum overturned and 
spilling out near an oil-stained tarp in the middle of the 
street earlier in the morning. He said a witness said they 
heard a loud noise in the area around 2 a.m., as if someone 
had hauled them in on a flatbed truck and peeled out for 
a quick getaway.

About 150 gallons were spilled, Dickinson estimated.

“It’s a HAZMAT cleanup that has to be taken care of,” 
Dickinson said. “Obviously we don’t have storm runoff 
and luckily it’s in that catch basin, but it’s going to affect 
animal life. Any little critters that get in there, they’re 
gonna get it on them. It’s going to percolate down into the 
soil. Where it goes from there, we don’t know. … 

He said he’s never seen an illegal dump of this magni-
tude during his time in Calaveras County.

Additional agencies that have been in contact are 
the County Environmental Management Agency and 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the 
latter of whom is conducting the investigation into 
who was responsible.

Patriot Environmental Services, Inc., an environmental 
services provider, has been contracted to do the clean-up, 
the costs of which Calaveras County Office of Emergency 
Services Director John Osbourn estimated to be in the 
multiple thousands of dollars.

A hazardous materials crew responded within hours to 
categorize what the fluid is, clean it up, and rehabilitate 
the drain system by removing as much of the product as 
they could from the drain.

The county is fronting the bill, and will hope to recoup 
costs if a suspect is identified.

Osbourn said that although COVID-19 may have made 
it more difficult for auto shops to find open sites taking 
petroleum products, illegal dumping is not the solution.

“It’s important that people dispose of their used 
oil appropriately,” Osbourn said. “I realize that has 
become more cumbersome during COVID, because 
a lot of the reception sites that would normally take 
petroleum products may not be open. But this is not a 
sound alternative. Not only does it tie up our resources 
that have been engaged in active fire fights for eight or 
nine days straight now. It’s environmentally unsound, 
and it’s just plain wrong.”

Ensign of Engineers of the 
United States Navy.

“Gordon enlisted in the ser-
vice last fall and is stationed at 
San Pedro,” an article reads. 
“In a letter to his parents he 
states that there has not been 
a single case of the influenza 
at the training camp, and that 
by the enforcement of a strict 
(quarantine) and the wearing of 
gauze masks the place is kept 
free from the epidemic.”

A lengthy article offered 
advice for the care of Spanish 
influenza patients.

“Diet during the Fever 
Period – The patient must 
be induced to eat more than 
his reduced appetite usually 
demands,” the article reads. 
“Liquid, or semi-liquid food 
only must be given at least 
every four hours. The basis of 
the diet is milk, supplemented 
by sugar and starch. The latter 
may be given in toast, starch 

and bread puddings, cereal 
mushes and gruels. Ice-cream 
may be given two or three 
times a day if desired.”

In the Nov. 9 issue, a 
Prospect correspondent in 
West Point reported, “So far 
we have had no cases of the 
Influenza. Everybody is seen 
with a mask on and are doing 
all they can to prevent the 
epidemic getting in our midst. 
I really think the gentlemen 
are finding it a pleasure in 
wearing them, as so many 
looks as though razors are a 
thing of the past.”

In San Andreas, the Red 
Cross was busy preparing to 
ship Christmas boxes to sol-
diers overseas, as well as mak-
ing flu masks.

“The ladies have been busily 
engaged in making ‘flu’ masks 
for the past two weeks, which 
they have disposed of at ten 
cents each,” an article reads. 
“The proceeds go to increase 
the funds of the local branch.”

During the war, the 
Prospect often printed letters 
from local soldiers stationed 

on the Western Front. 

“Our regiment is made up 
entirely of miners, many of 
whom have worked on the 
Mother Lode,” one letter reads. 
“France is a beautiful country 
behind the lines but the dis-
tricts which have seen fight-
ing are pretty badly wrecked, 
but not beyond repair, except 
some of the older master work, 
such as churches or cathedrals. 
However, from all the country 
I have been through, I think I’ll 
choose California for mine.”

Over the course of 
September and through the 
end of the war on Nov. 11, not 
one letter from Europe printed 
in the Prospect mentions the 
Spanish influenza, although 
the soldiers were likely 
painfully aware of it. More 
American soldiers would die 
of the flu than from battlefield 
injuries. The omission was 
likely due to a combination 
of the censorship of soldiers’ 
letters and the young men not 
wishing to worry their loved 
ones back home.

A Nov. 12 letter to the edi-

tor from a reader in Melones 
suggests that the county mask 
ordinance was lightly enforced.

“The authorities appear to 
think that the fact of having 
passed such a law is all that 
was necessary, and that the law 
would enforce itself,” it reads. 
“That law is a dead letter, it 
is a joke. I have this 12th day 
of November, seen a barber 
at his occupation, without a 
mask, several storekeepers and 
numerous saloon frequenters 
passing in and out of saloons 
without masks. The disease 
is spreading. Why not? One 
properly authorized officer 
could make a fine haul for 
the Red Cross in one day. It 
would be no trick to gather in 
one hundred cases in this com-
munity in one day. Let us hope 
that some one will get busy.”

The board of trustees of the 
City of Angels met with the 
board of health in a special ses-
sion on Nov. 13.

“After some discussion it 
was ordered by the board of 
health to have removed at 
once all chairs and card tables 

from all saloons and pool 
and billiard halls until fur-
ther notice as a precautionary 
measure to prevent the spread 
of the present epidemic of 
Spanish Influenza,” an article 
reads. “The City Marshall 
was instructed to enforce the 
order at once.”

On Nov. 16, the pub-
lic school in San Andreas 
reopened after having been 
closed for two weeks, though 
the paper reported one new 
case in town.

“Constable Henry F. Zwinge 
was taken down with the mal-
ady and for several days was 
very low, having a high fever 
most of the time,” an article 
reads. “It is reported that there 
are eight cases at Mokelumne 
Hill, and that a new outbreak 
is running at Sheep Ranch. 
Thursday we were informed 
that City Health Officer 
Weirich reported twenty-seven 
new cases in Angels Camp.”

The Red Cross was busy 
setting up temporary hospitals 
in Angels Camp.

“The Red Cross branch 

has procured quarters and are 
fitting up to handle the new 
cases that are coming in at 
that place,” the article reads. 
“So far as we have been able 
to learn, there has been three 
deaths in the county from this 
cause. By strict observance of 
the ‘flu mask’ law the spread 
of the disease can be kept 
down. A strict enforcement of 
the law will have to be in effect 
if the epidemic continues.”

Just down the road from 
Angels Camp, Melones was 
also being hit hard.

“Reports from the mining 
town of Melones state that 
there are twenty-nine cases of 
influenza in that place,” an arti-
cle reads. “The new outbreaks 
started from ‘Baldy’s’ saloon, 
the proprietor being a victim 
and did not take the proper pre-
caution. The saloons are now 
closed and a strict quarantine 
is being enforced.”

Sources: “Pale Rider” by 

Laura Spinney; “The Great 

Influenza” by John M. Barry
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Enterprise photos by Davis Harper

Forty-six five-gallon buckets and a 55-gallon drum of oil were dumped into a stormwater drain in Valley Springs on Aug. 26. A pool of 

the oil, above, sits in a gutter after being spilled there the night before. The buckets that were overturned, spilling oil, below left, can be 

seen after authorities were alerted to the spill. More oil is seen, below right, in a stormwater drain.
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By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

What’s the county to do with a chain 
from an ocean buoy anchor, bark beetle-
killed trees and a steel spiral staircase 
stripped from a demolished building?

Calaveras County Facilities and 
Grounds Manager Patrick Martin has a 
few ideas.

His latest project includes a waterfall, 
creek and other new landscaping near the 
north-facing set of stairs leading to the 
government center in San Andreas. To be 
built with nearly all repurposed materi-
als, the project is only costing taxpayers 
about $2,000. 

“I’ve got a very talented group of 
guys. I dream up these crazy ideas, give 
them rough sketches, and then they pull 
it off,” Martin said on a Sept. 3 tour of 
the grounds.

The beginnings of what Martin calls 
“Rejuvenation” has raised curiosity in 
county residents and staff. 

“This whole front area, we wanted to 
turn it into a little more than just lawn,” 
Martin said. “So this is what we got.”

An octagonal, concrete foundation 
supports multiple wood posts on the lawn 

across from the site of the county govern-
ment’s annual frog jump. A long piece of 
hollowed-out, 100-year-old redwood juts 
out from a wall of metal bars salvaged 
from the wreckage of the old jail, which 
was demolished in July. 

Built in 1963, the jail was decom-

missioned about six years ago, and had 
been sitting vacant since. The demolition 
provided more than just excess materials 
for government center beautification – 
the county now has roughly 3,000 cubic 

By Noah Berner
noah@calaverasenterprise.com

Editor’s note: This is part 
three in a multi-part series tak-
ing an historical look at the 
Spanish flu pandemic in 1918.

On Nov. 16, 1918, the 
Calaveras Prospect reported 
several deaths from the Spanish 
flu, including the first fatality 
in Sheep Ranch.

“The deceased was 
employed in the Sheep Ranch 
mine and a few days ago vis-
ited the home of his parents at 
Paloma, who recently lost their 
home by fire,” an article reads. 
“While in that town he evi-
dently contracted the disease as 
there were several cases in that 
place. … He leaves two small 
children, besides a widow.”

Four fatalities were reported 

in Tuolumne County, includ-
ing the death of a mother who 
had lost her daughter to influ-
enza a week before.

“This double sorrow is a 
hard blow to the husband and 
father whose home has been 
completely wrecked by the 
cruel invader,” an article reads.

It was reported that a soldier 
from Milton had died “from 
an attack of the influenza” 
while at Camp Fremont near 
Palo Alto.

“The young man was an 
exceptionally bright lad and 
was well liked by all who 
became acquainted with him,” 
an article reads. “He leaves 
to mourn his death a wife, a 
father, a sister and brother.”

The Prospect’s Murphys 
correspondent reported that “no 
meetings are being held by our 
local fraternal organizations 

on account of the influenza.” 
In addition, the semi-annual 
meeting of the Calaveras and 
Alpine Livestock Association 
was “indefinitely postponed” 
due to “the prevalence of the 
Spanish influenza throughout 
the county.”

A short article highlights 
some of the questionable 
medicinal practices that 
were employed in combat-
ing the epidemic.

“An old doctor of European 
training in practice of over forty 
years, had never lost a patient 
with pneumonia: his treatment 
gave immediate and permanent 
relief, and was so simple as 
to be within the reach of all 
without calling in a physician,” 
the article reads. “It was as 
follows: Make a ball of cotton 
about as large as a small mar-
ble, saturate it thoroughly with 

alcohol, then drop about six 
drops of chloroform on it, then 
cover it lightly with dry cotton, 
hold to the mouth and inhale 
the fumes, inflate the lungs and 
it will open and expand every 
lung cell instantaneously.”

In Sonora, the city’s board of 
trustees passed an order “com-
pelling the saloons to close.” 
A mask ordinance had already 
been passed.

“The majority of saloons 
(in) town had paid no heed 
to the warnings of the City 
Board of Health for men not to 
congregate in bar rooms,” an 
article reads. “Since the lum-
ber camps have closed down 
the saloons and street have 
been filled with drunken men. 
The jail was full to overflow-
ing of drunken men who had 
refused to comply with the 
mask ordinance. The closing 

of the saloons (seemed) to be 
the only means of overcoming 
this disgusting state of affairs.”

The paper also carried the 
news that “the great world 
war” had come to an end.

“The news of the signing of 
the armistice by the German 
representatives was received in 
San Andreas early that morn-
ing by telephone,” an article 
reads. “When the morning 
papers were received confirm-
ing the report the ringing of 
the fire bell, church bells and 
school bells were kept up for 
about an hour. Subscriptions 
were taken up and giant pow-
der was purchased for saluting. 
The glad news was received 
with joy. The youngsters car-
ried on the noise making, well 
into the night.”

After detailing the celebration 
of the armistice in Mokelumne 

Hill, in which the “old town 
‘whooped ‘er up,’” and “the 
streets were thronged with 
people and the enthusiasm was 
kept up until after midnight,” a 
Prospect correspondent report-
ed on the flu situation.
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Calaveras County Facilities and Grounds Manager Patrick Martin, above, stands next to a waterwheel crafted by county facili-

ties staff from 100-year-old redwood. The wheel will be used in a beautification project being constructed at the Calaveras 

County Government Center. Two spiral staircases, below, from the old county jail will be incorporated into the project as 

water features on either side of the water wheel.
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Not-so masked men
Tragic deaths, Armistice celebrations, overflowing jails cells part of 1918 pandemic

Waterfall and creek to be built in coming months at government center

From trash to treasure

see Project, A5

see Flu, A5

By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

The number of admitted 
patients at Dignity Health 
Mark Twain Medical Center 
(MTMC) in San Andreas is 
currently double its aver-
age, but only two of those 
patients are being treated for 
COVID-19.

“It’s interesting because 
we’re seeing a general uptick 
in census, but not all COVID-
related,” Doug Archer, CEO 
of MTMC, stated during a 
board of supervisors meeting 
on Tuesday. 

Of the 17 total patients cur-
rently being treated at the hos-
pital, six are in the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) and none are 
on a ventilator. 

With an ICU capacity of 
eight beds at MTMC, local 
health officials prepared for the 
worst back in April when it 
was anticipated that as many as 
80 COVID-19 patients would 
require intensive care within a 
span of six to eight weeks. 

Yet emergency room vis-

its to the sole hospital in 
Calaveras County flattened 
out to a typical 25 visits on 
Monday, with nine of those 
visits involving confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19 cases, 
Archer said. Over the last 
month-and-a-half, the emer-
gency room saw a high of 42 
patients in a single day.

In total, about 30 COVID-19 
patients have been discharged 
from MTMC since the onset 
of the pandemic, and one has 
died. However, the death was 
not included in Calaveras 
County numbers due to the 
patient’s residence in San 
Joaquin County. 

Archer said the hospital has 
stocked approximately 100 
vials of Remdesivir, an anti-
viral medication developed 
by biopharmaceutical compa-
ny Gilead Sciences that was 
authorized by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration in 
early May for the treatment of 
COVID-19 patients. 

So far, MTMC has treated 
roughly 10 COVID-19 patients 

Number of COVID-19 
patients remains low at 
Mark Twain Medical

see COVID, A5

JPA will seek alternate sources 
of funding without commitment 
from county officials

By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

In final budget hearings Tuesday and Wednesday, the Calaveras 
County Board of Supervisors mulled a potential $2.6 million 
commitment to issue a loan to fire districts to take over ambulance 
services in the county. 

Earlier in the meeting, the county received their second presen-
tation in recent weeks from the fire chiefs joint powers authority 
(JPA) regarding their intent to bid on the county’s ambulance 
contract for its north and south corridors. 

The districts are estimating they’d be able to generate about 
$1.5 million in reserve funds by the second year, since they 
would be eligible for higher Medicare and Medi-Cal reimburse-
ment rates than the existing private nonprofit provider, American 
Legion Ambulance. The additional funding could be reinvested 
to add new ambulances and paramedics, which could reduce 
response times and ultimately save lives, Altaville-New Melones 

Supervisors mull 
$2.6M seed funding 
for ambulance services

see Funding, A5
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Fire Protection District Chief and JPA spokes-
person John Rohrabaugh told supervisors.

The fire districts are asking the county for a 
commitment of about $2.6 million in seed fund-
ing to get the program up and running, should 
they win the bid, which they would have to 
submit by Oct. 19. They estimate this could be 
repaid within two years.

Rohrabaugh and other fire chiefs in the meet-
ing said they’d continue moving forward with 
their bid and pursue alternative funding if super-
visors opted to not commit funds.

Supervisors said they were in favor of the con-
cept of the fire districts reducing call response 
times by taking over ambulance services.

They discussed using funding from the Butte 
Fire settlement and benefit basins but entered 
closed session before print Wednesday to dis-
cuss whether such an allocation would be legal 
and practical.

The board also made allocations for federal 
COVID-19 relief funding.

The county expects to receive a total $4.59 
million from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act between now 
and December. Coming into the meeting, the 
board had already allocated $200,000 to learning 
hubs for children of essential employees of the 
county, school districts and healthcare industry.

The county has received $1.53 million from 
that pot to date.

Meeting policy minimums for the General 
Fund Reserve and contingencies was of priority 
to supervisors.

“We need to be able to carry from this budget 
significant reserves,” said District 4 Supervisor 
Dennis Mills, with reference to pending reim-
bursements to disaster recovery budgets. “We’re 
not going to know what comes down the road.”

Supervisors opted to reduce the General Fund 
Reserve to $4.1 million – the policy minimum of 
8% of the General Fund – to replenish the empty 
Teeter Fund, tapped into to balance the budget, 
back up to $1.3 million.

The rest of the CARES funding was allocated 
to contingencies for the board to make deter-
minations for at a later date. Callaway told the 
Enterprise in recent weeks that the board will 

likely allocate much of the rest of the CARES 
funding to cover a laundry list of public safety 
payroll expenses incurred due to COVID-19.

The board passed a preliminary budget in 
June that included 5.3% cuts across departments 
due to a number of projected revenue shortfalls 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and associated 
economic fallout. Staff were also directed to 
chill open positions, meaning they would have 
to go through the administrative office to deter-
mine how critical a particular hire may be. 

Talk of a “structural deficit” surfaced again 
during budget discussions.

Year over year, the county’s closing General 
Fund balance has declined, according to Deputy 
CAO Christa Von Latta.

The balance for the new fiscal year was $2.24 
million – down $6.5 million from the previous 
year. The 2019-20 budget for that year was 
down $3.3 million from the 2018-19 fiscal year.

“We are trending in a negative direction,” 
Von Latta said.

The Environmental Management Agency 
requested funding to help replace a boom truck 
for weights and measures. The truck is 33 years 
old, and its crane will be out of compliance with 

the California Air Resource Board by the end of 
the year if it’s not replaced, Interim Agricultural 
Commissioner Mike Boitano told supervisors. 
He said the crane was red-tagged in its last 
safety inspection.

The board asked county staff to come back 
with a funding recommendation on a 3-2 vote, 
with Chairwoman Merita Callaway and District 
2 Supervisor Jack Garamendi dissenting.

“I think this truck is vital for what we’re 
mandated to do,” said District 1 Supervisor 
Gary Tofanelli.

As part of the cuts, the sheriff’s office lost 
about $165,000 in monies previously approved 
for shift differential.

In the hearing, the board granted the sheriff’s 
office one additional corporal position.

DiBasiilio thanked supervisors for “allowing 
the sheriff’s office to move forward.”

The final budget will be brought back to 
supervisors for approval Sept. 22.

For an update on the seed funding for fire 
districts to take over ambulance services, 
visit the Calaveras Enterprise website at 
calaverasenterprise.com.
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Annual Residential Household Hazardous 

Waste (HHW) Collection Events

Department of Integrated Waste Management

https://intwaste.calaverasgov.us

Calaveras County is pleased to announce that the Annual Residential 

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Events have been 

scheduled for September 12th & 13th, 2020.

Saturday, September 12th | 9:00am - 1:00pm

1191 Linebaugh Road, Arnold (County Road Yard)

Saturday, September 12th | 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas (Government Center)

Sunday, September 13th | 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

22412 Hwy 26, West Point (Caltrans Yard)

Please be aware that the HHW collection events are restricted to 

residents only.  Residents will be required to show their ID.  

Businesses are encouraged to contact the County to schedule 

delivery of their hazardous waste at our permanent HHW Building 

at the Rock Creek facility.

“We have been boasting for 
quite awhile that the town is 
100 per cent proof on the Flue 
Epidemic, but now we will 
have to take it back,” an article 
reads. “Dr. Stuckey reports five 
cases of the ‘flue’ in the Davis 
family in this place. The public 

school was opened Monday, 
but the teachers on learning of 
the ‘flue’ cases at once closed 
it down. Constable Ratto has 
given notice that he will arrest 
any one that he finds on the 
street who is not wearing a 
mask and Judge Burce is liable 
to give the offenders the limit. 
Seriously though, the mask 
is almost a sure preventative, 
and for your own protection, 

as well as that of others, you 
should always wear them when 
in public.”

The correspondent lament-
ed that “a great many styles” 
had been adopted in the wear-
ing of masks.

“Some of them wear it 
around the neck, while oth-
ers have it hanging over the 
ear, and still others who only 
cover the nose and leave the 

mouth exposed to the germs,” 
the article reads. “The ordi-
nance passed by the Board 
of Supervisors says you must 
keep the nose and mouth cov-
ered and some of you violators 
had better ‘look a little out.’”

The flu was spreading in 
Copperopolis as well.

“There is quite an epidemic 
of Spanish influenza in the 
Copper City at the present time, 

tho’ no very severe cases,” 
an article reads. “Clarence 
Questo, a young man born and 
reared in this place met his 
death from the ‘flu’ on the 
2nd of this month at the Naval 
Hospital in San Francisco and 
was buried on the 5th from the 
I.O.O.F. hall at this place.”

Like other towns across the 
country, Copperopolis held 
a large celebration when the 

armistice was signed.

“The town was in an uproar 
all day yesterday,” the Prospect 
reported. “The whistles were 
blowing, bells were (rung) and 
every youngster in town that 
could find a tin can was bang-
ing away on it, and in the 
evening the band played, and 
a dance was given at the hall – 
Spanish Influenza being at the 
time forgotten.”

yards of road base to be distributed to 
the General Fund for various projects.

That’ll save the county money and 
keep heavy trucks off the road which 
would normally be hauling road base 
into the county, Martin said.

Also decommissioned with the 
jail, a 150-year-old barn, that was at 
one time used to raise livestock to 
feed hospital residents, made it into 
Martin’s creation as well.

When the barn was transitioned into 
a laundry facility, steel rods were used 
in a pulley system to run industrial 
washers and dryers. 

The facilities crew took those rods, 
shaved them down and used them to 
hang additional, smaller pieces of red-
wood below the long piece at the top of 
the metal bars.

Water pumped uphill will even-
tually fall through the redwood and 
along a buoy anchor chain into a water 
wheel, from where it’ll be delivered 
downslope to recirculate into a holding 
pond just north of the parking lot. 

Martin said the buoy was likely 
included in a military surplus acquisi-
tion, and had been sitting in a yard for 
25 years.

Stopping at the water wheel, also 
made of beetle-killed redwood, Martin 
said, “these guys fabricated the spokes, 
welded this together – they’ve made 
the entire thing.”

Rock planter beds full of tropical 
plants will line the creek as it runs 
along a gravel path. 

“It’ll be a quiet area to give people 
an opportunity to get away from every-
thing,” Martin said.

Along with the rocks and gravel, 
a steel spiral staircase rises out of 
the ashes of the jail as another water 
feature. Leftover plexiglass from the 
county’s “sneeze guards” installed to 
slow COVID-19 spread will frame the 
sides of two staircases on either side of 
the wheel, and old road signs will close 
off the backs of the stairs.

Martin said all the county has pur-
chased for the project is the cement for 
the structure and the pipe in the ground. 

Repurposing materials to “beautify” 
county property on a minimal budget 

has become somewhat of a side-hobby 
for Martin.

Not too far from “Rejuvenation” 
is a redwood pergola just outside the 
entrance to board chambers installed in 
2018 with beetle-killed trees.

More recently, Martin oversaw 
the renovation of the West Point 
Community Center using Butte Fire 
settlement funds from Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co. 

“I’ve been a builder my whole 
career and I love making the extraordi-
nary out of the ordinary,” said Martin, 
whose “playground” consists of more 
than 1,200 acres of undeveloped coun-
ty land. “This was the perfect environ-
ment for my wild creativity because 
I’ve got such a playground of stuff. I 
love building crazy, cool things.” 

There’s only so much time for the inno-
vative end-of-the-day projects, though, 
especially with COVID-19 requiring 
more than usual of the facilities crew.

“As long as we get our other respon-
sibilities finished, I have guys that 
come out an hour or two here and 
there,” Martin said.

The list of projects undertaken 
by Martin’s team this year includes 
sneeze guards, a complete replacement 
of the county’s 50 antiquated heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) units, new landscaping by the 
elections office and more.

With a price tag of $2.9 million, 
the HVAC upgrade, in particular, will 
save the county hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in energy costs over 10 
years, Martin said.

He said the county normally replac-
es three to five units every year. The 
new units, likely to be installed by the 
end of November, are more efficient 
and safer for curbing COVID-19 trans-
mission due to their capacity for better 
air filtration, Martin said.

Martin said the waterfall project 
should be finished by December, just 
in time to be presented as “his gift in 
the hopes of a better 2021.”

“Tons of people ask questions about 
it, because the concrete structure’s 
been here for about eight months, but 
now with the back structure in, we’re 
going to tarp it and close it in, so we 
can hold the ‘wow’ factor back and 
finish the work inside,” Martin said. “I 
don’t want to give away all my thunder 
until we’re ready.”

with Remdesivir, Archer said. 

Patients have also done “real-

ly well” with convalescent 

plasma therapy, a treatment 

that utilizes blood drawn from 

recovered COVID-19 cases. 

“Convalescent plasma has 

been a really beneficial treat-

ment,” Archer said. 

Following a statewide trend 
of improvement in COVID-
19 cases and deaths, Archer 
said COVID-19 volumes at 
MTMC’s sister hospitals in 
the Dignity Health system 
have “declined quite a bit since 
about a month ago,” allowing 
for supplemental staffing and 
patient transfers, if needed.

A two-step surge plan 

remains in place which can 

increase the hospital’s capac-

ity to as many as 42 beds. 

According to county Health 

Officer Dean Kelaita, MD, 

supplies including 25 beds 

remain “deployed and staged” 

at Calaveras High School in 

San Andreas to be activated in 

the event of a surge. 

Regarding the more than 

50 residents infected with 

COVID-19 at Avalon Health 

Care in San Andreas, the nurs-

ing home has established an 

on-site COVID-19 unit where 

it is now treating many of 

the patients who were initially 

outsourced to other facilities.

Kelaita stated during 

Tuesday’s board of supervi-

sors meeting that the county 

health department is still in 

the process of confirming the 

five COVID-19-related deaths 

reported by Avalon on Sept. 2. 

Also on Tuesday, the health 

department announced 13 

additional cases of COVID-19 

in Calaveras County, with 11 

of those cases linked to the 

outbreak at Avalon. To date, 

253 confirmed cases have 

since recovered in the county 

and two deaths have occurred 

outside of Avalon.

Enterprise report

The “You Are Not Alone” 
(YANA) Program was imple-
mented by the Calaveras 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
2016 to provide support to 
elderly residents at home. 
Now, the sheriff’s office is 
reminding the public of the 
program in the hopes of reach-
ing those who may be strug-
gling during the pandemic. 

“The YANA Program is 
designed to help older adults 
remain independent in their 
homes by providing period-
ic telephone calls or safety 
checks,” the sheriff’s office 
stated in a press release. “The 
Sheriff’s Office receives 
approximately 314 elderly 
safety or welfare checks per 
year. By proactively check-
ing on the elderly we hope to 
decrease loneliness, decrease 
isolation, provide socialization 
and promote elderly safety.”

The program does not pro-
vide medical assistance, drive 
participants to doctor visits or 
perform other errands. 

“Our goal is to provide a 
measure of security with our 
calls and visits,” according to 
the press release. “Volunteers 
will make periodic in-home 
visits and identify any needs 
for special services and pro-
vide referrals to other agencies 
if needed.”

To request phone calls and 
safety visits from the sheriff’s 
office’s volunteer unit, contact 
Sgt. Greg Stark at 754-6500.

Sheriff’s Office 

promotes “You 

Are Not Alone” 

program for 

senior citizens

Project
continued from A1

Flu
continued from A1

COVID
continued from A1

Funding
continued from A1

Enterprise photo by Davis Harper

Currently an octagonal, concrete foundation supporting multiple wood posts 

and metal bars, this structure will eventually feature water falling down spiral 

staircases and through a waterwheel. It’s made up of repurposed beetle-killed 

wood and metal bars from the recently demolished county jail.
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By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Local hospitals and clinics 
have reported an increase in 
patients complaining of respi-
ratory problems, paralleling 
the onset of smoke from 25 
major wildfires that continue 
to burn throughout California.

Although the uptick in 
these visits cannot be defini-
tively distinguished from the 
effects of COVID-19 or other 
illnesses, CEO of Mark Twain 
Health Care District and inter-
nist Randy Smart, MD, says 
he’s seen a notable increase in 
patients at his own practice in 
Valley Springs he believes are 
affected by smoke.

“I can’t give you hard num-
bers. I just know it’s happen-
ing,” Smart told the Enterprise 
on Tuesday.

Passive smoke inhala-
tion exacerbates symptoms 
in patients with pre-existing 
respiratory conditions, like 
emphysema, and increases the 
rate of heart attacks in individ-

uals who are already at-risk, 

Smart said.

While there are currently 

no fires burning in Calaveras 

County, drift smoke from 

across the state has resulted in 

unhealthy levels of air pollu-

tion in the area.

On Monday, Calaveras 

County Health Officer Dean 

Kelaita, MD, and the Calaveras 

County Air Pollution Control 

District issued a joint air 

quality advisory to notify 

the public of potentially 
hazardous conditions.

Kelaita warned of a “com-
plex mixture” of gases and 
small particles made from 
burning organic materials that 

By Noah Berner
noah@calaverasenterprise.com

Editor’s note: This is the 
final part in a four-part series 
taking an historical look at the 
Spanish flu pandemic in 1918.

Large gatherings to celebrate 
the end of the First World War 
in mid-November of 1918, 
coupled with massive move-
ments of returning troops, led 
to spikes in influenza cases 
across the country, from large 
cities to small towns.

On Nov. 18, an article 
appeared in the Stockton Daily 
Evening Record titled “The 
‘Flu’ in Angels Camp Keeps 
Everybody on the Jump.”

“The Red Cross has had to 
open three different places for 
influenza patients as there were 
up to Saturday evening at 8 
o’clock 65 cases in Angels, 
50 in Melones, and the Red 
Cross is trying to take care 
of all,” the article reads. “A 
state health attache came to 

Angels on Saturday evening 
to take charge of the hospitals 
of which there are three in full 
swing. The high and gram-
mar school teachers are acting 
nurses and are commended for 
their efforts. Dr. Weirich, the 
city health officer, is a very 
busy man and is on the go day 
and night.”

With flu cases on the rise, the 
authorities arrested several people 
for violating the mask ordinance.

“Bob Rafolovich of Angels 
Camp was sentenced to ten 
days in the county jail by Judge 
McClory, Friday morning, for 
failing to wear a mask as provid-
ed by law,” a Calaveras Prospect 
article reads. “Constable 
O’Connor brought him down 
this afternoon, and he now lan-
guishes in duress vile. Sheriff 
Cosgrave made a whole-sale 
catch at Copperopolis Thursday 
when he arrested ten violators at 
that place.”

On Nov. 30, the Prospect 
reported that the flu situa-
tion was rapidly improving in 

Calaveras County.

“The prevailing epidemic 
of so-called Spanish influenza 
in this county is pretty well 
under control,” an article reads. 
“Mokelumne Hill reports all its 
cases out of danger and no new 
ones. San Andreas is entirely 
free from the disease. The situ-
ation at Melones and Angels 
Camp is most encouraging and 
the doctors have the epidemic 
well in hand. Copperopolis has 
a few cases. The (worst) place 
now is Campo Seco where the 
malady has taken a new hold 
and there are quite a few cases 
there. The large cities of the 
State have suspended the wear-
ing of masks and no new out-
breaks are reported.”

In the same issue, a headline 
reads “Death Claims Promising 
Young Man At Copperopolis.”

“The death is one of extreme 
sadness in that the young mar-
ried couple had just furnished a 
new cottage at Copperopolis and 
had scarcely moved into the little 
home about eight days ago when 

he was stricken with illness,” the 
article reads. “The young hus-
band had the care of two trained 
nurses and a physician who were 
constantly in attendance, but not-
withstanding all that could be 
done for him, he passed away 
during the night.”

A correspondent from 
Mokelumne Hill chafed at the 
continuing mask ordinance.

“The flu is now a thing of 
the past in so far as this town 
is concerned,” an article reads. 
“The quarantines were raised 
Monday, and the public school 
was opened. We had ten cases 
in the town, but we nipped 
the epidemic in the bud by a 
strict quarantine. We can see 
no (reason) why the board of 
supervisors should not rescind 
the Mask Ordinance in so far 
as this town is concerned.”

Most county schools began 
to reopen their doors, but 
the school in Rail Road Flat 
remained closed through the 
end of the year.

“Last Friday the trustees 

decided to keep the school in 
this district closed until after 
the holidays,” an article reads. 
“There have been no cases of 
influenza among us yet, and we 
are taking every precaution to 
not have any.”

On Dec. 5, the Spanish flu 
claimed another victim, Grover 
Fischer, a 33-year-old man with 
a wife and two small children.

“Grover died at the Angels Red 
Cross hospital,” an article reads. 
“(He) was a trusted employee of 
the Utica Mining Company of 
Angels and was stationed at the 
Ross Reservoir, one of the sta-
tions on the big water ditch.”

The Prospect carried a report 
from State Health Officer Edward 
A. Ingham on the flu situation in 
Angels Camp on Dec. 7.

“The influenza situation in 
Angels Camp has improved 
rapidly during the past week 
and City Health Officer, 
Weirick, has had no reports 
of new cases for three days,” 
Ingham wrote. “At a meeting 
of the City Board of Health, 

Wednesday night it was decid-
ed that in view of the improve-
ment in conditions the bars 
should be allowed to open.”

On Dec. 13, Angels Camp 
rescinded its mask ordinance, 
though the board of health still 
“recommended that the mask 
shall be worn by all person 
at public gatherings in closed 
rooms,” and ordered the pro-
prietor of the Angels Theater to 
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Calaveras had several hospitals ‘in full swing’ at height of 1918 pandemic
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By Davis Harper
davis@calaverasenterprise.com

A long-awaited habitat conserva-
tion plan for threatened Central Valley 
steelhead on the Calaveras River was 
approved by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) 
Monday. Conservation groups say the 
plan was pushed through with mini-
mal restrictions on Stockton East Water 
District (Stockton East), whose opera-
tions on the river have impacted fish 
populations for decades.

The plan, required in the district’s 
application for an Incidental Take Permit, 
addresses the anticipated “take” – kill-
ing, injuring and capturing, among other 
actions – of any endangered or threatened 
species as a result of activities or develop-
ment. It also lays out solutions for how to 
minimize or mitigate those impacts. 

NOAA Fisheries has authorized a 
50-year Incidental Take Permit to allow 
Stockton East to operate and maintain its 
facilities on the river in compliance with 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). That 
includes the impoundment and non-flood 
control operations of water from New 
Hogan Reservoir, along with operation of 
the Old Calaveras River Headworks facil-
ity, Bellota Diversion facility and instream 

flashboard dams. Also protected from alle-
gations of ESA violations under the permit 
are operations and improvements of pri-
vately owned diversion facilities, channel 
maintenance on instream structures and the 
district’s fisheries monitoring program.

The first to be completed by NOAA 
Fisheries in the Central Valley, the plan 
has taken 13 years to come to fruition 
following negotiations among compet-
ing water interests. 

Stockton East says the plan will protect 
threatened steelhead in the Calaveras River 
while meeting the needs of agricultural and 
municipal water users through 2070.

With a service area spanning approx-
imately 143,000 acres between the 
counties of San Joaquin and Calaveras, 
Stockton East serves 358,000 water users 
in the greater Stockton urban area and 
about 6,373 agricultural parcels. 

Stockton East requested a “small 
amount of annual take” of federally listed 
fish that may incidentally be harmed by 
its operations on the lower Calaveras 
River from New Hogan Reservoir to its 
confluence with the San Joaquin River. 

In return, the district has committed to 
various conservation activities to benefit 
fish populations over that period, with 
semi-annual, annual, five-year, 10-year 
and 15-year benchmarks to meet.

Stockton East, since 2001, has volun-
tarily implemented various fish passage 
improvements, some of which include 
fish ladders, temporary fish screens and 
barriers to prevent juvenile entrainment 
(where fish end up outside their normal 
habitat, such as an irrigation canal). 

Per the plan, the Calaveras River can 
support a “viable” steelhead population in 
optimal spawning habitat between New 
Hogan Dam and the Bellota Weir, a flash-
board dam that pools water to be diverted 
for irrigation. Taken down annually for 
seasonal fish migration, the weir has his-
torically been a large obstacle for fish to 
navigate on their journey upstream – when 
there is a stream. River diversions for com-
peting consumptive uses during drought 
years inhibit anadromous fall run salmon 
and steelhead that migrate between the 
ocean and freshwater habitat for spawning.

Although the plan is primarily focused 
on conserving steelhead populations, 
opportunistic Chinook salmon may also 
benefit from various improvements.

Still, the Calaveras River’s “utility 
as a salmon-supporting stream is highly 
limited” due to the district’s operations in 
the Mormon Slough flood control chan-
nel, Old Calaveras River channel, and its 

Steelhead conservation plan on Calaveras 
River draws concern from fisheries advocates

see Fisheries, A5

Employees cite 
negligence in 
handling of 
COVID-19 
outbreak

By Dakota Morlan
dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Employees at Avalon Health 
Care in San Andreas have 
alleged negligence in the pre-
vention and management of an 
ongoing COVID-19 outbreak 
that has infected more than 
half of the nursing home’s 100 
residents and left 11 dead.

The two employees, who 
wish to remain anonymous, told 
the Enterprise that most staff 
members at the facility have 
displayed a “nonchalant” atti-
tude toward the use of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 
before and during the outbreak.

Both sources believe the 
recent deaths at the facility could 
have been prevented.

“People are dying and suf-
fering unnecessarily,” the 
first source said. “How much 
longer could they have made 
it, as healthy as they could be, 
if it wasn’t for the negligence 
of staff members bringing 
corona to them?”

Salt Lake City-based 
Avalon Health Care Group 
maintains that its facilities 
have been following state and 
federal COVID-19 guidance, 
including that of the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). However, 
the San Andreas facility and 
others managed by the private 
health care company have 
come under scrutiny in recent 
weeks due to concerns about 
preventative practices.

One Avalon-managed vet-
erans home in Hilo, Hawaii 
is under federal review at the 
request of U.S. Senator Brian 
Schatz (D-Hawaii) due to a 
COVID-19 outbreak at the facil-
ity that has claimed the lives of 
14 residents. A U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs disaster 

response team is expected to 
arrive at Yukio Okutsu Veterans 
Home later this week. 

In a letter to Avalon Health 
Care Chairman Charles “Randy” 
Kirton, obtained by the Hawaii 
Tribune Herald, Schatz urged 
the company to review staffing 
and infection control practices 
at each of its facilities, which 
provide care to more than 6,800 
patients throughout the Western 
United States. 

At Avalon’s San Andreas 
facility, sources say the past 
few weeks have been “one big, 
nonstop violation” of COVID-
19 safety guidelines.  

According to Avalon admin-
istration, it is suspected that 
an asymptomatic staff mem-
ber introduced the virus to the 
nursing home – a situation 
which would not have occurred 
with proper use of PPE, the 
first source said. 

The source also stated that she 
observed a staff member feeding 
a resident “with her (face shield) 
up and her mask down,” while 
telling another staff member 
that she herself was experienc-
ing COVID-19 symptoms and 
“probably has it.”

According to the second 
anonymous source, N95 masks 
were first distributed in early 
September to employees during 
the peak of the outbreak, which 
has infected at least 58 residents 
and 21 staff members. The source 
stated she has witnessed staff 
members working with their N95 
masks dangling from their faces.

The source also recalls watch-
ing a staff member stow a protec-
tive gown required for contact 
with COVID-19-positive patients 
in a resident’s personal clothing 
drawer for later reuse, which is 
reportedly against protocol.

Both sources say a lack of 
PPE training has left them feel-
ing inadequately prepared dur-
ing the outbreak. Most infor-
mation regarding COVID-19 
protocol and the general situ-
ation at the facility has been 
received informally “by word 
of mouth” and through the 
news, they said.

San Andreas 
nursing home 
death toll rises

see Avalon, A5

see Air, A5

Poor air quality taking a toll on Calaveras residents
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Safety concerns raised with 
local administration before 
and during the outbreak were 
allegedly disregarded, dis-
couraging the two employees 
from taking further action.

Yet their anxiety increased in 
early September as COVID-19 
patients who were initially out-
sourced to other facilities were 
returned to a dedicated COVID 
unit at the San Andreas loca-
tion. Some of those patients 
were placed back in a non-iso-
lated wing after being deemed 

“recovered,” though a few still 
displayed symptoms, they said.

Residents who test positive for 
the virus or display strong symp-
toms are being placed under iso-
lation with their roommates prior 
to being moved to the designated 
unit, the sources said. Yet when 
the infected patient is removed, 
the remaining occupants are no 
longer under quarantine.

The sources believe weekly 
COVID-19 tests performed on 
all residents and staff have been 
largely ineffective in preventing 
the spread of the virus due to 
a several-day lag in receiving 
results. Meanwhile, staff mem-
bers move between isolated and 
non-isolated rooms, dispensing 

used protective gowns in a uni-
versal laundry bin. 

“One resident in my wing, 
who shared a room with a posi-
tive case and is currently a sus-
pected case, got in a wheelchair 
and spent all day wandering up 
and down the hallway, talking to 
everybody with no mask (on),” 
the first source said, adding that 
she was recently coughed on 
by another symptomatic patient 
who was not in isolation.

In response to these allega-
tions, Avalon Health Care has 
stated that CDC guidance is 
being followed in clearing mild 
to moderate COVID-19 patients 
as “no longer contagious” 10 
days after the onset of symp-
toms, rather than implementing 
a test-based approach. 

“Facility leadership has 
conducted a review of pro-
tocols and has not identified 
any instances where staff were 
failing to properly follow 
PPE guidelines. However, we 
encourage any staff that thinks 

there are areas for improve-
ment to talk with their team 
leaders so it can be addressed. 
The safety of our residents 
and staff are paramount and 
we will do everything we can 
to keep them safe,” Avalon 
spokesperson Allison Griffiths 
wrote in a Sept. 16 email. 

Presently, Avalon Health Care 
has reported COVID-19 cases 
among residents at more than half 
of its 10 facilities in California, 
resulting in at least 29 fatalities. 
An Avalon facility in Sonora has 
reported six cases, five of whom 
tested positive upon admission 
and were transferred back to their 
original facility.

On Tuesday, Calaveras 
County Public Health con-
firmed the three latest deaths 
of residents from Avalon’s San 
Andreas facility, though the 
nursing home has only publicly 
reported eight deaths since last 
updating its website on Sept. 12. 

“The current outbreak 
within Avalon has accelerated 

our increased rate of COVID-
19 infections for the whole 
county,” Health Officer Dean 
Kelaita, MD, stated in a Sept. 
8 press release. “Addressing 
this situation is our top priority. 
Calaveras County is still among 
California counties where the 
county risk level is substantial.”

Kelaita told county supervi-
sors during a Sept. 8 meeting that 
Public Health has been working 
closely with Avalon adminis-
tration during the outbreak and 
that state resources were being 
deployed to aid the facility. 

The state Department of 
Public Health (CDPH), which 
regulates skilled nursing facili-
ties in California, stated that they 
have also “worked closely” with 
such facilities to ensure proper 
infection control protocols are 
in place and to ensure necessary 
corrections are made. However, 
CDPH could not confirm wheth-
er an investigation has been initi-
ated regarding complaints at the 
Avalon San Andreas facility. 

Throughout California, the 
death toll among the most 
vulnerable continues to rise, 
with more than 4,300 nurs-
ing home residents constituting 
roughly 30% of the state’s total 
COVID-19-related deaths. 

A statement from CDPH on 
Tuesday read, “(All) nursing 
homes in California are required 
to have plans in place for infec-
tion control, testing, and response 
to COVID cases. This testing is 
critical to managing COVID-19. 
CDPH conducts surveys to check 
on compliance. Nursing homes 
have both regularly scheduled 
surveys, and unscheduled surveys 
which are the result of complaints 
filed by residents, employees or 
family members. Additionally, 
CDPH currently has strike teams 
with experts from the Healthcare 
Associated Infection Program 
who are being deployed through-
out the state in an effort to assist 
healthcare facilities with prevent-
ing and improving infection con-
trol, while taking enforcement 
action as warranted.”

Avalon
continued from A1
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“post notices requesting all 
patrons of his establishment to 
wear the regulation mask while 
in attendance.”

But the second wave of the flu 
would claim at least one more 
victim in Calaveras County.

“The Indians from Railroad 
Flat have been scouring the hills 
here looking for Ike the Indian 
that had the ‘flu’ and was in the 
hospital at Angels, but while 
(delirious) wandered away,” an 
article reads. “Up to the present 
no (trace) has been found.”

Over a month later, the man’s 
body was located in a grove of 
pine trees east of Los Muertos, 
“still clothed in the night shirt 
that he wore when he escaped.”

Mountain Ranch, which 
closed its school and canceled 
public gatherings before the 
virus had reached the commu-
nity, seems to have avoided the 
second wave of the flu entirely. 
On Dec. 18, a Prospect cor-
respondent reported that there 
were still no cases in town.

“No cases of ‘flu’ but the 
mask is still a feature,” the 
correspondent reported. “No 
delinquents Sheriff.”

On Dec. 21, the Prospect 
carried a letter from a reader 
in Melones.

“It is well to let the outside 
world know how we attended 
to the sick during the recent 
epidemic here,” the letter reads. 
“We fitted up two house for 
hospitals and kept most all the 
patients there. Had a doctor from 
Sonora to stay here and hired a 
trained nurse from Stockton. All 

the ladies of the town assisted 
in one way or another; some 
helped the nurse, others cooked 
for the sick and the help. Mrs. 
Stevenot of Carson Hill, who 
formerly was a trained nurse, 
was a faithful worker until she 
contracted the disease and was 
compelled to go to her bed. 
All worked harmoniously and 
accomplished good results. We 
are now free from the ‘flu’ and 
are congratulating ourselves on 
the efficient work done in such 
a short time. In all 100 cases of 
influenza were treated.”

The county’s mask ordinance 
was rescinded a few days before 
Christmas after having been in 
effect for almost two months.

“The Calaveras Mask Law 
was declared null and void,” 
an article reads. “The Sheriff’s 
office was instructed to inform 
the public that evening that the 
(masks) could be taken off.”

While the worst was over, 
the third wave of the Spanish 
flu would hit the county in early 
January, bringing with it more 
illness and death. During this 
time, the Prospect makes no 
mention of ordinances, masks 
or business closures due to the 
flu. In Calaveras County, the 
third wave persisted until the 
end of May, significantly longer 
than the second wave, which 
was also the case throughout 
much of the United States.

“Is there anything to be 
gained from the havoc caused 
by the epidemic?” an edito-
rial in the Feb. 15 issue of the 
Prospect reads. “There surely 
would be if it made us get 
at the causes behind it. They 
might teach us how to avoid 
such a calamity in the future.”

Flu
continued from A1

facilities, all of which make providing “year-
round” flows downstream of Bellota to support 
salmon “impossible.” 

Per the plan, the district is bound to a mini-
mum instream flow requirement of 20 cubic feet 
per second (CFS) or greater year-round in “key 
fish habitat” – between Bellota and New Hogan. 
The district gets a pass with minimums lower-
ing to 10 CFS during “critical water storage 
periods” – when conservation storage has fallen 
below 84,100 acre-feet.

Other conservation measures include screen-
ing water diversions, improving fish passage 
over structures, implementing water conserva-
tion measures and continually researching and 
monitoring Calaveras River fisheries to inform 
management strategies.

Stockton East has invested $5 million into 
the plan with a mix of ratepayer revenues and 
state grants.

Under the plan, the district will commit about 
$200,000 to $400,000 annually to implement the 
conservation strategies, including fish screens and 
other improvements, the costs of which will be 
borne by municipal and agricultural ratepayers.

Although the conservation plan has been 
long-awaited, not all stakeholders are happy 
to see it rubber stamped.

 “It is very difficult to negotiate such a com-
plex agreement that all interested parties can 
live with,” General Manager Scot A. Moody 

told the Enterprise in an email Tuesday. “There 
is give and take from all parties.”

One conservation group said the plan doesn’t 
do enough to help fish pass through stretches 
of the river below Bellota, an often-dry stream-
bed offering minimal quality habitat, depend-
ing on the water year.

Bill Jennings, executive director of the California 
Sportfishing Protection Alliance (CSPA) called 
the plan a “capitulation” by NOAA Fisheries that 
protects the resident rainbow trout between Hogan 
and Bellota, but ignores the anadromous fall run 
salmon and steelhead migrating from the conflu-
ence of the Calaveras and San Joaquin rivers.

“It basically memorializes a dewatering of the 
river 24 miles from Bellota to the confluence of 
the San Joaquin,” Jennings said in a phone inter-
view Monday, adding that that stretch of the river 
is only fed by dam overflows in wet years. 

Jennings also took issue with Stockton East 
being the fisheries manager of the Calaveras 
River, likening it to “putting an embezzler in 
charge of the bank account.”

The latest approval from NOAA Fisheries 
was another instance of the agency’s “vast 
weakening of fisheries protection under the 
Trump administration,” Jennings said.

Litigation may be on the table for the CSPA, 
who has in the past alleged that Stockton East 
has violated numerous state and federal laws.

“We fought on the Mokelumne for decades to 
finally get a stream flow regime that enabled fish-
eries to be restored there,” Jennings said. “Kudos 
to East Bay MUD, but we’re not going to give up 
on the Calaveras.”

Fisheries
continued from A1

can penetrate deep into the 
lungs and cause a range of 
health problems.

“The Highway 4 corri-
dor from Murphys through 
Copperopolis and the entire 
Highway 49 corridor are 
currently experiencing very 
unhealthy levels of smoke,” 
the advisory reads. “Other 
areas of the county are also 
experiencing substantial 
smoke pollution. These con-
ditions may persist for sev-
eral days.”

Smart classifies current 
smoke exposure in the county 
as “short-term” and says it 
should not have any lasting 
effects on otherwise healthy 
adults, though some might 
experience acute bronchitis, 
irritated airways and red eyes 
during exposure.  

“For the most part, the 
experts agree if you’re having 
short-term exposure like we 
are now, it’s just not enough 
of a cumulative effect that you 
or I would get lung cancer or 
develop heart disease because 

of that,” he said.

However, studies have 
shown that children in smoky 
environments are at higher 
risk of developing asthma as 
an adult, and pregnant women 
are more likely to deliver 
infants that are underweight, 
Smart said.

Other effects on otherwise 
healthy individuals are the “very 
real” mental health impacts, 
especially in the compounding 
conditions of COVID-19, pub-
lic safety power shutoffs and 
societal stress.

Smart says he’s seen an 
increase in patients experienc-
ing panic attacks, breathing 
anxiety and claustrophobia.

“People right now are pretty 
stressed, and they’re using all 
their reserves to get through 
the day. And I don’t mean 
physical reserves, I mean emo-
tional reserves,” Smart said. 
“So these people who are kind 
of borderline depressed or bor-
derline anxious or borderline 
angry, when you throw in the 
smoke, it just kind of tips them 
over the edge.”

Fortunately, air pollution 
increasing the risk of con-

tracting COVID-19 is one 
thing people don’t need to 
worry about – especially if 
they’re staying inside and uti-
lizing an air filter as experts 
have recommended.

“I don’t think I would 
expect to see an increase of 
COVID due to smoke in nor-
mal people. Maybe in more 
vulnerable people, respiratory 
patients could get worse. But 
I have not seen any objective 
data,” Smart said.

Cloth face masks are not 
effective in limiting smoke 
exposure, according to experts, 
and therefore should not be 
relied upon for protection. 

In addition to following the 
county’s recommendations 
of staying inside with doors 
and windows closed, turning 
off air conditioning units that 
bring smoky air inside and 
avoiding activities that would 
cause indoor air pollution, 
Smart highly recommends 
installing high-efficiency par-
ticulate air (HEPA) filters in 
home HVAC systems.

“Whatever folks are telling 
you about taking protective 
measures, those are really good 
ideas,” Smart said.

Air
continued from A1
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