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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Tues., 2/4 60 38  0 in.
Wed., 2/5 66 32  0 in.
Thur., 2/6 66 36  0 in.

WEATHERINSIDE
sonomanews.com

 69°/40° 67°/42° 64°/44° 72°/41°

FORECAST
 Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 11.70 in.
Last-year-to-date: 17.10 in.
Rainfall year calculated from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

Homeless man arrested for 
groping teen on bike path 

A Sonoma man was arrested 
Feb. 1 on charges of  attempted 
rape, sexual battery and inde-
cent exposure near the Field of  
Dreams playing field in down-
town Sonoma, according to Sono-

ma police officials.
The assault is alleged to have 

taken place two days earlier, on 
Thursday, Jan. 30, when at 7:25 
p.m. a teenage girl reported to 
police that a man had assaulted 
her while she was walking on 
the Sonoma Bike Path near the 

Sonoma Police Department, at 
175 First St. W. The bike path 
extends from Fourth Street East 
to Maxwell Farms Regional Park, 
largely set away from public 
streets.

By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Victim helped identify suspect near Field of Dreams ball park

See Assault, A7
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The Sonoma Bike Path as it runs behind the police station on First 
Street West, where it intersects a path to the Field of Dreams

In California ticks are ready 
to bite year-round, but there are 
peak periods for some ticks in 
certain stages of  their life cycle. 
Winter happens to be when the 
adult ticks that can cause Lyme 
disease are most active. 

In 2019 in Sonoma and Marin 
counties, about 1.1 percent of  
adult ticks and 5 percent of  
nymphs tested were infected 
with Borrrelia burgdorferi, 
the causative agent of  Lyme 
disease, said Nizza Sequeira, 
spokesperson for Marin-Sono-
ma Mosquito and Vector Con-
trol District.

In addition to backyards, 
Sonoma Valley has thousands 
of  acres of  open space where 
the little buggers live, and given 

Tick season 
chomping 
at the bit
The little buggers are 
laying in wait, Sonoma
By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See Ticks, A4

■■ BIKES  ■
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Sonome Bike Lifers at Olsen Park — the movement was started in 2007 by self-described ‘maniacs.’ 

A crew of  adolescent boys on 
oversized BMX bikes have been 
spotted swerving through traffic 

all around town, ruffling the feathers of  
motorists and pedestrians whose reac-
tions split the difference between anger 
and concern.

They call themselves “Sonoma Bike 
Life” and are part of  a populist move-
ment comprised mostly of  teenagers 
seeking to “take back the pavement” in 

cities everywhere.
Founded in 2007 by the Harlem-based 

“Cycle Squad Maniacs,” bike life groups 
are now found in Canada, Europe and 
South America, as well as in cities all 
over the United States.

The riders travel in packs of  “wheelie 
crews,” pedaling hard with one wheel 
popped in the air. With an arsenal of  
impressive tricks in the bike life milieu, 
you might find a rider traveling at full 
speed while planking off his handlebars 
or standing up on the saddle, or effort-

lessly surfing a bike down the street, one 
foot on the handlebars and the other on 
the seat.

Sonoma Bike Life (SBL) members post 
video of  their “rideouts” on Instagram 
and YouTube, and use social media to 
organize outings. They were among 
the more popular entries in last year’s 
Fourth of  July Parade, eliciting gasps 
and cheers from the crowd. “Look at 
that! Whoa!” exclaimed the parade 

By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Is it just boys being boys – or roving gangs of two-wheeled trouble?

‘Ride or die’: Youth vow to take back streets

See Bike, A6

New owner: 
Schellville 
Grill to be 
‘wine garden’
Jordan Kivelstadt wants 
to turn dive diner into 
outdoor ‘experience’
By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

“Wine sales are slowing and 
consumer habits are changing,” 
says Kivelstadt Cellars founder 
Jordan Kivelstadt, citing the 
explosive growth of hard seltzer 
as an example. “Rosé was fueling 
growth of the wine industry and 
it just got crushed by seltzer. It’s 
an interesting time to be in the 
business.”

Having sold his other major 
venture, the category-disrupting 
wine-on-tap and canned wine 
company, Free Flow, Kivelstadt, 
38, has been looking for his next 
big project. He knew he want-
ed to do something “radically 
different.”

“It feels like everybody in 
Sonoma is opening these really 
fancy tasting rooms — offering 
the same four wines and four 
bites,” he said. “The experience 
is all very similar.” 

In a call with the Index-Tri-

See Wine, A4

In the last half century of housing, 
U.S. homes have largely fallen into 
one of two categories: single-family 
units meant to shelter individuals and 
families independently, or apartment 
complexes meant to shelter them in 
groups.

Zoning laws established nationally 
in the 1940s discouraged construc-
tion of the latter in proximity to the 
former which, over time, accelerated 
an increase in the separation of  
economic classes and sprawl. People 

found themselves living among others 
of similar circumstance – in either 
higher-priced single-family-home 
neighborhoods or in more crowded 
apartment-building neighborhoods 
– while cities crept steadily outward, 
gobbling green space. 

But now housing activists, city 
planners and building professionals 
are advocating a third way, a middle 
path to address the country’s housing 
crisis and what’s become known as 

Can the ‘missing middle’ democratize housing?

By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Goodbye single-family home – hello cottage hous-
ing, pocket neighborhoods, ADUs and JADUs

See Housing, A8
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Teri Shore, of the Greenbelt Alliance, at a high-density 
housing project on First Street West in Sonoma. 

■■ SPOTLIGHT ON HOUSING  ■


