
Blown away
■ Darryl Ponicsan’s latest book has 
Sonoma written all over it. PAGE B1

Film: ‘Birds of Prey’
Harley Quinn, nasty as she wants to be. B3

Food: Feed your Valentine
Sonoma’s in the mood for love. B4
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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Tues., 2/11 79 57  0 in.
Wed., 2/12 70 38  0 in.
Thur., 2/13 58 38  0 in.
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sonomanews.com

 67°/38° 68°/43° 66°/40° 68°/38°
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RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 11.70 in.
Last-year-to-date: 19.55 in.
Rainfall year calculated from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

Community grapples with 
location of homeless services

A vocal, diverse and engaged 
Sonoma community assembled 
in the spacious Sonoma Valley 
Veterans Memorial Building for 
a Special City Council Meet-
ing on Tuesday, Feb. 11. The 
“Community Meeting on Public 
Safety, Parks and Facilities, 

and Homelessness Services and 
Programs” was occasioned by 
the recent arrest of  a homeless 
man on charges of  attempted 
sexual assault and exposure 
on the nearby Sonoma Bike 
Path, just outside of  the Field of  
Dreams. 

The meeting was only an-
nounced by the city on Friday; 

in attendance were an estimat-
ed 250-300 people.

Among the officials in atten-
dance were the Sonoma City 
Council, Sonoma Police Chief  
Orlando Rodriguez, Planning 
Director David Storer, City 
Manager Cathy Capriola, the 

By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Assault sparks debate over shelter’s proximity to playing fields

See Homeless, A8
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Mayor Logan Harvey (back to camera) greets resident Bob Taylor at the 
Feb. 11 community meeting on homeless. The event almost filled the 
300-capacity hall at the Sonoma Valley Veterans Memorial Building. 

Those were the 
days: Longtime 
locals talk 
changing times
Lynch, LeBaron share 
observations on Sonoma, 
then and now...
By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

The Sonoma of  2020 is barely 
recognizable from the Sonoma 
of  1950, but has being young 
here really changed that much?

Historian and longtime Santa 
Rosa Press Democrat columnist 
Gaye LeBaron will be in conver-
sation with former Index-Tri-
bune editor and publisher Bill 
Lynch at the next Sonoma Barn 
Talk. The conversation will be 
moderated by Sonoma Valley 
High School history teacher 
Andy Gibson. 

The topic: “How Sonoma 
Valley Has Changed.”

See Sonomans, A6

At roadside zoos across the globe, 
patrons can pet lion and tiger cubs 
for a few dollars. For a bit more, 

they can feed and wrestle newly born big 
cats and take home a snapshot for the 
family album. 

To condition the cubs for human con-
tact, they are taken from their mothers 
shortly after birth, despite the evolution-
ary imperative that big cats are endowed 
with to parent their cubs to maturity. 
The animals are often declawed as well, 
a practice with serious secondary health 
repercussions that animal activists call 
inhumane.

Local veterinarian Howard Rosner, 58, 
knows all of  that, though the four-legged 
clientele he serves at his Broadway office, 
Sonoma Veterinary Clinic, does not 
generally tax the store of  exotic animal 

■■ RESCUE MISSION  ■

A tiger rescued in Guatemala by Animal Defenders International.

By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Howard Rosner escorts 17  
rescued big cats across the globe 

Sonoma veterinarian rides the tiger

See Veterinarian, A4

The recipe for a housing crisis 
has three main ingredients: supply, 
demand and affordability. While 
the number of  new housing starts 
in Sonoma Valley has decreased 
over the past decade, and demand 
for the limited housing available in 
ZIP code 95476 has increased, many 
local experts agree that it is afford-
ability in Sonoma that is at the crux 
of  the city’s current housing crisis.

In simple terms, household in-

come determines housing afford-
ability. And incomes in Sonoma 
have stayed relatively flat over the 
past decade while home prices and 

rents have risen dramatically. 
The heart of  the housing crisis 

is stark and obvious. The typical 
Sonoma Valley family does not 
earn enough income to qualify for a 
mortgage loan on the typical Sono-
ma Valley home.

The Index-Tribune sat down with 
four local real estate agents – who, 
between them, worked with more 
than a hundred buyers last year – to 
get a sense of  who is buying Sono-
ma’s limited real estate stock, what 
they are saying about prices here 
and what the future might hold. 

Real estate: What does ‘affordability’ mean?

By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

Sonoma pricey or a bargain? 
It depends upon who you 
ask, say local agents

See Housing, A3
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Tracy Reynes, who represents the sellers of a house on East 
Napa Street for Compass Sonoma, prepares for an open 
house on Sunday, Feb. 9. 

■■ SPOTLIGHT ON HOUSING  ■

FOCUS ON  
HOUSING
Has Sonoma Valley’s “housing crisis” 
reached a tipping point? Many think 
so and are calling for action. But action 
from whom, and action as to what? In 
Part 3 of this series focused on Sonoma 
Valley housing needs, Index-Tribune 
managing editor Lorna Sheridan fo-
cuses on affordability, and in particular, 
who is finding Sonoma affordable and 
who is not. 

Fieldstone condominium is a
well maintained complex with
inground swimming pool,

mature landscaping and only 12 units,
currently all owner occupied.

252 Agua Caliente Rd., Sonoma
$405,000

Fieldstone Condo Complex
2 Bedroom/2 Bath

135 West Napa Street, Suite 200
Sonoma, CA 95476

Charleen Price, GRI, SRES
Realtor®

707.477.8470
charprice@vom.com

CharleenPriceWineCountry.com
License # 01336256

Make your Sonoma
Dream a Reality.


