
Parting shots
■ Dragon boys and girls hoopsters both 
eliminated in first round of NCS playoffs. 
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Valley Life: Biblical boogaloo
Brian Todd puts his faith in rap. B1

Music: Overpowered by funk
Funk Fatale’s Edwards on the downbeat. B2

Film: ‘Downhill’
Comedy remake puts the laughs on ice. B3
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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Tues., 2/18 72 39  0 in.
Wed., 2/19 65 34  0 in.
Thur., 2/20 69 36  0 in.

WEATHERINSIDE
sonomanews.com

 78°/41° 67°/41° 68°/41° 75°/42°

FORECAST
 Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 11.78 in.
Last-year-to-date: 23.84 in.
Rainfall year calculated from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

Sebastiani, City of Sonoma 
named in wrongful death suit 

The family of  Lilla Weinberger 
has filed a wrongful-death suit 
against the Sebastiani Theatre 
and the City of  Sonoma over a 
fatal head injury suffered inside 
the theater on March 24, 2019.

Weinberger was 77 years old 
at the time and well known in 
Sonoma as the longtime co-own-

er, along with her husband of  44 
years Andy Weinberger, of  Read-
ers’ Books in downtown Sonoma. 

The civil lawsuit was filed on 
Nov. 6, 2019 in the Superior Court 
of  California in Santa Rosa.

Attorney Michael Green of  
Santa Rosa is representing Andy 
Weinberger in the suit, as well as 
Weinberger’s two sons, Gideon 
and Tobias Weinberger. 

The lawsuit names as defen-
dants the City of  Sonoma, the 
Sebastiani Theatre Foundation 
and Rhoten Productions, LLC. 
Rhoten Productions is owned and 
operated Roger and Diana Rhoten 
and it lists the corporate address 
of  its longtime theater and nature 
camps as the Sebastani Theatre.

By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

Family of bookstore owner Lilla Weinberger alleges negligence led to fatal fall

See Lawsuit, A4
Lilla Weinberger sustained a fatal head injury inside the Sebastiani 
Theatre in 2019.

With the spotlight on oper-
ations at the Haven homeless 
shelter in the wake of  a Feb. 1 
arrest of  a homeless man for 
assaulting a girl on the nearby 
bike path, city officials Wednes-
day questioned the shelter’s 
compliance with its use permit 
to serve locals in need.

The Sonoma City Council at 
its Feb. 19 meeting voted 4-0, 
with Councilmember Rachel 
Hundley absent, to increase 
private security around the 
shelter, form a council sub-
committee to engage local 
stakeholders and directed staff 
to target possible new locations 

Homeless  
shelter violating 
use permit, say 
city officials
Day services not allowed 
under 2005 conditions; 
SOS vows to continue 
feeding the hungry

By JASON WALSH
INDEX-TRIBUNE EDITOR

See Homeless, A6

■■ ENVIRONMENT  ■

ROBBI PENGELLY/INDEX-TRIBUNE

Mayor Logan Harvey recycling an empty bottle of red outside of Sonoma City Hall on the morning of Wednesday, Feb. 19. 

Just when it feels like people are habitual recy-
clers and the blue bins fill up faster than the 
gray ones, a new bin comes along  — and the  

 rules change. 
“It’s a process. We finally got people to the point 

where they don’t just drop (waste) where they are. 
Now they put it in a container, and that’s good,” 
said Ken Wells, who is a waste management ex-
pert and works with Sonoma Garbage Collection, 
the company which serves city residents.

But which container to put garbage in has 

gotten more confusing, said Wells, the former 
executive director of  Sonoma County Waste Man-
agement Agency.

The United States used to ship tons of  plastics 
to China for recycling, but that nation no longer 
wants America’s plastic waste — leaving munic-
ipalities scrambling to figure out how to manage 
garbage collection.

Sonoma County has three different collection 
companies, Wells said, and each has its own 
system and rules of  what it will accept in the blue 

By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

A peek beneath the lid of Sonoma trash-bin confusion

Vicious recycle!

See Recycle, A7

WHICH BIN  
TO PUT IT IN?
Recology customers 
(in Sonoma Valley 
outside of Sonoma 
city limits) can learn 
more at Recology.
com. Sonoma Garbage 
Collectors customers 
can learn more at 
SonomaGarbage.com.

Dozens of  home rentals are avail-
able in Sonoma Valley at any given 
time, which would seem to contra-
dict the refrain that there is a lack 
of  housing in the region. It’s not the 
number of  rentals on the market as 
much as it is the paucity of  hous-
ing for those with low or restricted 
incomes, said housing professionals 
and those who assist the financially 
challenged.

“We currently manage 70 rental 

communities that house 10,000 peo-
ple in Sonoma and Napa counties, 
which is amazing, except that there 
are 15,000 families on our wait list,” 
said Laurie Lynn Hogan, director of  
fundraising and communications for 
Burbank Housing.

Burbank Housing is a local 
nonprofit that builds and operates 
affordable housing units in the 
North Bay for people of  limited and 
low incomes. In Sonoma Valley, 
the company owns and operates 
such apartment units as Cabernet 
Apartments, Firehouse Village, Oak 
Ridge, Sonoma Creek Senior Housing, 

Housing crisis hits renters hardest

By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Sky-high prices keep local 
workers on the waiting list

See Renters, A4
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Ann Scarf moved into the senior low-income Celestina 
Gardens apartments on Saturday, Feb. 15.

■■ SPOTLIGHT ON HOUSING  ■

Even if you don’t care much 
about dogs or television or mov-
ies (which is highly unlikely) you 
know about Lassie, arguably the 
most famous canine in cinematic 
and small-screen history.

The iconic collie has permeat-
ed popular culture for decades. 
And don’t forget her faithful side-
kick Timmy, who was played on 
TV and in movies from 1957 until 
1963 by Sonoma County resident 
Jon Provost.

“I started ‘Lassie’ when I was 
7,” Provost recently told the 
Index-Tribune. “But I’d already 
been in 10 movies, even some ear-
ly live television. I started in the 
industry when I was not quite 3.”

Provost will be in Sonoma this 
Monday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. at the 
Sebastiani Theatre where he will 
show clips, answer questions and 
reveal behind-the-scenes stories 
about his long career.

“My family were not Holly-
wood people at all,” Provost add-
ed. “My father was from Mobile, 
Alabama, and my mother was 
from a little farming town called 
Wolfe City, Texas.”

His father was an aeronautical 

Back to the 
well: ‘Timmy’  
talks life with 
Lassie
Child star Jon Provost to 
share tales at Sebastiani

By JACOB SHAFER
INDEX-TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

See Lassie, A7


