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SanDiegoSuperior Court officials are
once again asking for an extension of the
legal time limit for bringing a case to tri-
al, citing the difficulty inherent in work-
ing out “a multitude of unprecedented
safety and constitutional issues” in the
state’s second-largest court system be-
fore juries can be called.

In a request to state Supreme Court
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye, who
is also the leader of the state court sys-
tem, San Diego leaders want to extend
the time when cases have to be brought
to trial to Sept. 17. State law requires
criminal trials to begin within a set time
after someone is arraigned on charges,
unless the person agrees to a longer time
frame.

Criminal cases and other court func-
tions ground to a halt when the court
shut down inMarchbecause ofGov.Gav-
in Newsom’s stay-at-home orders in the
face of the coronavirus pandemic. While

S.D. SUPERIOR
COURT SEEKS
DELAY FOR
JURY TRIALS
Memo to state outlines many
pandemic-related challenges
BY GREGMORAN
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ATLANTA
Three former presidents

and dozens of other digni-
taries were drawn to Ebene-
zerBaptistChurchonThurs-
day to bid farewell to John
Lewis, a giant of Congress
and the civil rights era whose
courageous protests guaran-
teed him a place in American
history. But even as the fu-
neral lookedback overLewis’
long life, it also focused very
much on the tumultuous
state of affairs in the country
today.

The most pointed eulogy
came from former President
BarackObama, who issued a
blistering critique of the
Trump administration, the
brutality of police officers
toward Black people and ef-
forts to limit the right to vote
thatLewishadshedhisblood
to secure.

Obama, speaking for 40
minutes at the pulpit where
the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. oncepreached, tiedLewis’
early life as a FreedomRider
to the nationwide protests
that followed the death of
George Floyd inMinneapolis

police custody.
He compared today’s fed-

eral agents using tear gas
against peaceful protesters
to the same attacks Lewis
faced on the Edmund Pettus
Bridge inSelma,Ala., in 1965.

“Bull Connor may be
gone,” Obama said, referring
to the 1960s-era public safety
commissioner of Birming-
ham, Ala., who turned fire
hoses and dogs on civil rights
protesters. “But today, we
witness, with our own eyes,
policeofficerskneelingonthe
necks ofBlackAmericans.”

George Wallace, the Ala-

bama governor who en-
dorsed segregation,may also
be gone, Obama continued.
“But we can witness our fed-
eral government sending
agents to use tear gas and
batonsagainstpeacefuldem-
onstrators.”

Obama was joined at the
memorial service by former
Presidents George W. Bush
and Bill Clinton. The fourth
living former president, 95-
year-old Jimmy Carter, too
frail to travel, sent a tribute
note read fromthepodium.

The service came hours

Former President Barack Obama speaks during John Lewis’ funeral Thursday at Ebenezer Baptist Church in
Atlanta. Obama was one of three presidents to speak at the service for the civil rights leader and congressman.
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A CALL TO ACTION
AT LEWIS’ FUNERAL
In eulogy for congressman, Obama urges passage of new voting rights laws
U-T NEWS SERVICES
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Herman Cain dies after battling coronavirus.

B1 • Pandemic-related litter such as
single-use face masks fouling local beaches.

C1 • About 3,000 San Diego businesses
apply for $17 million in CARES Act money.

San Diego city officials
did not perform their own
evaluation of the condition
of the former Sempra Ener-
gy headquarters before ac-
quiring the Ash Street prop-
erty and went ahead with
the deal even though they
should have known the
building contained asbes-
tos, an independent review
has concluded.

The report, labeled pre-
liminary because the inves-
tigation is ongoing, was re-
leased this week by Mayor
KevinFaulconer.Heordered
it early this year after hun-
dreds of city employeeswere
evacuated from the building
due to possible asbestos ex-

posure onemonth after they
moved in.

“The city never con-
ducted an independent as-
sessment of the building’s
various systems prior to the
acquisition or even before
commencing the year-long
renovation work,” said the
report, produced by the
Hugo Parker law firm in San
Francisco.

Also, “the city did not ar-
range foran independentas-
sessment of the building to
examine, learn, assess, and
appreciate the extent of as-
bestos-containingmaterials
in the building,” the review
said.

The study indicates that
city officials relied too heavi-
ly on Cisterra Development,
a private company that en-
tered into a deal with then-
building owner Sandor
Shapery to negotiate the 20-
year lease-to-own arrange- Since January 2017, San Diego taxpayers have been spending

$535,000 a month to lease the vacant 19-story building at 101 Ash St.
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REVIEW FAULTS S.D. IN PROPERTY DEAL
It says city should’ve
known asbestos was
in Ash St. building
BY JEFF MCDONALD
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Multiple gyms across San Diego
County remained open Thursday, de-
spite the outbreak reported this week at
one Pacific Beach fitness business, The
Gym, that hadbeenoperating illegally.

The Gym was closed Thursday after-
noon, and inside a person could be seen
measuring a floor mat. The nutrition
shopattachedtothegymremainedopen.
The clerk at the shop said the gymwas in
the process of readying its equipment to
moveoutdoors.

Three people ormore testing positive
for COVID-19 is considered an outbreak.
Of the 235 outbreaks so far countywide,
five were in gyms, a county spokesman
said Thursday. About half of all out-
breakswere in congregate care facilities.

No gym is allowed to operate indoors
under thecountyhealthorder first issued
in March and updated again Thursday,
the spokesman said. He could not say
which other gyms had reported novel co-
ronavirus cases.

Many of the large chains such as
Crunch and 24-Hour Fitness are closed,
but some of the smaller, independent

MULTIPLE
GYMS ARE
STILL OPEN
DESPITE
OUTBREAK
Fitness businesses operate
indoors, violate health orders
BYMORGAN COOK & PHIL DIEHL
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WASHINGTON
The U.S. economy

shrank 9.5 percent from
April throughJune,thelarg-
est quarterly decline since
the government beganpub-
lishing data 70 years ago,
and the latest, sobering re-
flection of the pandemic’s
economicdevastation.

The second quarter re-
port on gross domestic

product covers some of the
economy’s worst weeks in
living memory, when com-
mercial activity ground to a
halt, millions of Americans
lost their jobs and the na-
tionwent into lockdown.Yet
economists say the data
should also serve as a cau-
tionary tale for what is at
stake if the recovery slips
away, especially as rising co-
ronavirus cases in some
states have forced busi-
nesses tocloseonceagain.

On Thursday, the gov-
ernment also reported that
jobless claims increased
once again last week to 1.4
million, another sign any re-
covery is stallingout.

GDP shrank at an annu-
al rate of 32.9 percent, ac-
cording to the Bureau of
Economic Analysis, the
agency that publishes the
statisticsonquarterly econ-
omic activity. While it usu-
ally stresses the annualized
rate, that figure is lessuseful
this quarter because the
economy is unlikely to expe-
rience another collapse like
itdid in thesecondquarter.

Still, while a tailspin at
the second quarter rate is
unlikely, the nascent recov-
ery that began appearing
earlierthissummerappears
tobe in jeopardy.

On Wednesday, Federal
ReserveChair JeromePow-

ell warned that themost re-
cent surge in infections has
begun toweigh on the econ-
omy,whilere-emphasizinga
recovery cannot be sus-
tained unless the virus is
undercontrol.

“We’re still digging out of
a hole, a really deep hole,”
said BenHerzon, executive
directorof IHSMarkit. “The
second quarter figure will
justtellusthesizeofthehole
we’re digging out of, and it’s
abigone.”

Thursday’s report helps
explain which parts of the
economy suffered as people
stayed home, cut back their
spendingandsuddenlyover-

U.S. ECONOMY CONTRACTED AT RECORD PACE
GDP declined 9.5%
in second quarter
as pandemic spread
BY RACHEL SIEGEL
& ANDREW VAN DAM
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SAN FRANCISCO
For two decades, it was

a treasured perk for some
county employees across
California: the ability to
boost their pensions by
cashing out unused vaca-
tion or sick leave, or work
extra hours, at the end of
their careers.

In some cases, workers

received more in pension
payments than they
earned while working.

But with the state’s
economy struggling and a
pension crisis looming,
then-Gov. Jerry Brown
backed a sweeping reform
measure in 2013 that pro-
hibited county workers
from “pension spiking.”
Labor unions sued to over-
turn the new law.

On Thursday, in one of
several closely watched
pension cases, the Califor-
nia Supreme Court sided
with the state, unani-

COURT: ‘PENSION SPIKING’
NOT PROTECTED UNDER LAW
Employee groups
lose challenge to
ban in California
BYMAURA DOLAN

SEE PENSIONS • A9


