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BY JOHN COX
jcox@bakersfield.com

The focus of President Donald 
Trump’s visit to Bakersfield today 
is expected to be the finalization 
of controversial federal biological 
opinions that could lead to more 
water being diverted from the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to 
farmers in the southern Central 
Valley and urban areas in South-
ern California.

People familiar with Delta water 
matters said an official signature 

has been the only 
thing holding up 
a federal “record 
of decision” for-
malizing the bio-
logical opinions. 
Several sources 
said Trump will 
likely host a cere-
monial signing in 

Bakersfield that would politically 
benefit his local allies.

White House representatives 
have declined to speak publicly 

about the president’s plan for his 
visit to Bakersfield.

Finalizing the biological opin-
ions would bring the president 
closer to his stated goal of pro-
viding California farmers more 
water for irrigation. That would be 
a boon for local Republican po-
litical candidates and for Central 
Valley farm groups that have been 
largely supportive of Trump.

A key element of the proposed 
biological opinions is the use of 
real-time monitoring of the lo-

cation of fish in the delta. It’s not 
certain that such monitoring will 
allow more water to be sent south, 
though many say it allows greater 
flexibility to do so.

Observers say the question 
now is whether Sacramento 
would sue to stop Delta water 
diversions on environmental 
grounds or let the biological 
opinion stand — and give federal 
officials the state water-pumping 
permit they need — in order to 
build support for a compromise 

sought by Gov. Gavin Newsom.
The governor’s office did not 

respond to a request for comment 
Tuesday. But Newsom touched 
on the situation in a letter he sent 
Monday to David Bernhardt, sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, which is the agency 
handling finalization of the bio-
logical opinion.

Newsom wrote that, since No-
vember, state and federal officials 

This year marks the 100th anni-
versary of the 19th Amendment, 
giving women the right to vote 

in all U.S. elections. Women had al-
ready been eligible to vote for nine 
years in California: In 1911, 50 of the 
state’s 58 counties, Kern among them, 
voted in sup-
port of the state 
constitutional 
amendment 
that made it 
possible.

Women 
only gradu-
ally changed 
the nation’s 
election dy-
namic, but 
they eventually 
became the more influential gender 
constituency, if narrowly so. In 1964, for 
the first time, the number of registered 
female voters exceeded the number of 
registered male voters and in 1980, for 
the first time, the proportion of eligible 
female adults who actually cast votes 
exceeded the proportion of eligible 
male adults who went to the polls. It 
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On 100th 
anniversary 
of suffrage, 
participation 
still an issue
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BY STEVEN MAYER
smayer@bakersfield.com

V
eteran musician Paul 
Perez cradled his 
tenor sax in a practice 
room at Bakersfield 

College, blowing into the 
mouthpiece with relaxed 
ease. The sax man — who 
has performed with such 
greats as Tower of Power 
and Smokey Robinson — 

jumped from octave to 
octave, climbing higher and 
higher, and then higher still, 
like some rare bird found 
only at the top of Mount 
Whitney.

“Saxophones aren’t sup-
posed to do that,” he said, 
laughing.

Maybe not. But those 
who play the sax have never 
been known to only do what 

they’re “supposed to do.”
Perez, 61, is capable of 

hitting high notes most 
saxophonists can’t reach. 
He’s become so proficient 
at playing Altissimo, the 
uppermost register on 
woodwind instruments, sax 
players began asking him 
how he does it.

“I learned my stuff from 
Lenny Pickett of ‘Saturday 

Night Live,’” Perez said. “He 
taught me how to do the 
high-note stuff.”

It was Pickett who played 
the killer sax solo on Tower 
of Power’s 1974 tune “Squib 
Cakes.” And when then-15-
year-old Perez heard it at a 
party, he knew immediately 
what he had to do.

Bakersfi eld sax man Paul Perez wants to

ALEX HORVATH / THE CALIFORNIAN

Local saxophonist Paul Perez practices in the Fine Arts building on the Bakersfield College campus on a recent 
Wednesday morning. Perez has written a book for fellow players and lovers of the tenor sax.

take you higher

Trump’s Bakersfi eld visit expected to center on 
increasing water deliveries from Northern Calif.

Please see TRUMP | A3

President Trump

BY SAM MORGEN
smorgen@bakersfield.com

A huge swell of protesters 
swarmed a McFarland Planning 
Commission meeting Tuesday 
in an attempt to stop a private 
prison company from expanding 
immigrant detention capabilities 
in the city.

GEO Group Inc., which oper-
ates the Mesa Verde ICE Detention 
Center in Bakersfield, had sub-
mitted applications to change the 
conditional use permits for the 
Golden State Modified Commu-
nity Correctional Facility and the 
Central Valley Modified Commu-
nity Correctional Facility to allow 

for the internment of federal im-
migration detainees.

The company has signed two 
15-year contracts with U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment to detain immigrants in Mc-
Farland. The McFarland Planning 
Commission must sign off on the 
permit changes before the plan 
can move forward.

This was the second of two 
planned meetings to be held on 
the subject. At the first meeting 
held last month, commissioners 
only received public comment.

Around 200 people, holding 
signs supporting immigrants, 
gathered Tuesday on the front 

lawn of the McFarland Veterans 
Community Center. A smaller 
group appearing to be comprised 
of private prison employees 
staged a counter demonstration 
across the parking lot, separated 
by law enforcement officers.

Although commissioners were 
expected to vote to either deny 
the applications or forward their 
approval on to the City Council 
on Tuesday, the decision did not 
come by press time.

The proposed permit changes 
have been met with controversy. 
Multiple immigrants-rights 

Legal questions abound as McFarland eyes detention facilities

SAM MORGEN / THE CALIFORNIAN

Protesters gather outside a McFarland Planning Commission 
meeting Tuesday in opposition to a plan to expand immigration 
detention capabilities in the city.Please see MCFARLAND | A3
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has been so ever since.
Our centennial celebration of 

the 19th Amendment becomes 
somewhat more official 14 days 
from now when, on March 3, 
ballots cast by voters of all gender 
persuasions are tabulated in Cal-
ifornia’s potentially decisive (for 
Democrats) presidential primary.

One hundred years later, we 
take the 19th Amendment for 
granted. How could we have dis-
enfranchised fully half the popu-
lation of the country for so long? 
Same way we disenfranchised 
other significant subsets of the 
populace. Voting restrictions still 
exist, however, and though they 
may not be as grievously blatant 
as gender, skin color or other 
defining circumstances of one’s 
birth, they remain.

“There are still many obstacles 

even today, if you look at some of 
the voter laws,” said Rosa Garza, a 
professor of history at Bakersfield 
College. “They hurt some people 
more than others, and women are 
among the most affected. Voter 
suppression is a continuing issue.

“And it matters for women, es-
pecially, because there are certain 
issues that affect them more per-
sonally than men. Issues dealing 
with women’s bodies, issues with 
day care, issues with the work-
place. Unless you’re a woman you 
don’t completely understand.”

According to the Brennan Cen-
ter for Justice, a nominally non-
partisan law and policy institute, 
25 states have put in place new 
restrictions since 2010: 15 states 
with more restrictive voter ID laws 
in place (including six states with 
strict photo ID requirements), 
12 with laws making it harder for 
citizens to register (and stay regis-
tered), 10 making it more difficult 
to vote early or absentee, and 

three making it tougher to restore 
voting rights for people with past 
criminal convictions.

In 2016, 14 states had new vot-
ing restrictions in place for the 
first time in a presidential elec-
tion, according to the Brennan 
Center.

California, in contrast, has 
made it easier to vote.

Fifteen counties — Fresno, 
Sacramento, Los Angeles, Orange, 
Amador, Butte, Calaveras, El Do-
rado, Madera, Mariposa, Napa, 
Nevada, Santa Clara, San Mateo 
and Tuolumne — have signed up 
for California’s Voter Choice Act, a 
law passed in 2016 that creates a 
model intended to provide voters 
greater flexibility.

The Voter Choice Act requires 
adopting counties to mail ev-
ery voter a ballot; allow voters 
to cast a ballot at any voting 
center within their county; and 
expand early, in-person voting 
opportunities.

The changes probably mean 
more votes will be cast by mail 
in California than ever before, 
with perhaps 15 million of the 
state’s 20 million registered voters 
receiving those ballots whether 
they asked for them or not. Some 
25 percent will have already filled 
them out by Nevada’s Feb. 22 cau-
cus and more than 40 percent by 
South Carolina’s Feb. 29 primary, 
by some estimates.

You’ll notice Kern County is not 
among those 15 counties working 
to increase voter turnout in these 
ways.

It bears noting that Kern 
County also had the second-low-
est 2018 turnout rate in the state 
at 54.8 percent, second only to 
Imperial, and nearly 10 percent 
below the state average.

Kern also had the third-lowest 
eligible voter participation rate — 
a measure of interest in the elec-
tion process among adults 18 and 
over — in California.

And Kern had the fourth-worst 
turnout in California for the 
2016 presidential election, 7 per-
centage points below the state 
average.

With 15 counties creating new 
opportunities to vote, it’s all but 
certain that gap between Kern 
turnout and the state average will 
grow.

Kern was among the most for-
ward-thinking counties in 1911 
— even if suffrage rights passed 
here by a scant 52.3 percent. If 
the goal is still maximizing vot-
ers participation, as it was then, 
one would hope Kern County 
officials will study the success 
of those 15 Voter Choice Act 
counties and consider joining 
the club.

Contact The Californian’s Robert 
Price at 661-395-7399, rprice@
bakersfield.com or on Twitter: @
stubblebuzz. The views expressed 
here are his own.
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Continued from PAGE A1

have made progress toward iron-
ing out their differences on the 
Trump administration biological 
opinions. He pledged contin-
ued engagement to resolve the 
conflict.

“We have not yet fully resolved 
our differences as federal agen-
cies prepare to take action to 
activate these new rules,” the 
governor wrote. “However, we 
remain committed to working 
to resolve these remaining dif-
ferences in coming weeks and 
months.”

Federal biological opinions 
issued more than a decade ago 
have reduced the amount of 
water diverted from the delta. 
The existing biological opinions, 
though applauded by environ-
mentalists who say diverting 
water threatens endangered fish, 
have fueled accusations that Cal-
ifornia politicians are denying 
Central Valley farmers the water 
they need to irrigate crops.

The governor has been work-
ing with federal officials on a so-
called “voluntary agreement” in 
which state and federal custom-

ers of water from the delta would 
pay to develop 60,000 acres of 
new wildlife habitat.

An opponent of the federal 
biological opinions proposed 
by the Trump administration, 
Golden State Salmon Association 
President John McManus, said 
it’s possible that any new water 
pumping from the delta could 
benefit the Central Valley Project, 
operated by the federal Bureau 
of Reclamation, at the expense 
of a parallel system operated by 
the state.

He said the result is bad for 
salmon either way because flex-
ibility allowed by the proposed 
biological opinions could take 
away the cold water needed to 
sustain fish eggs in the delta.

Jeffrey Kightlinger, general 
manager of the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern Cal-
ifornia, which gets water from 
the Central Valley Project, said 
it’s not clear that any new pump-
ing of water will result from the 
Trump administration’s new 
biological opinions. He said it’s 
likely any change will be minor.

Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla, 
executive director of Northern 
California environmental and 
community advocacy group 

Restore the Delta, said she hopes 
the Newsom administration sues 
the Trump administration over 
the biological opinions. She said 
California’s plan for the delta is 
only marginally better than that 
of the Trump administration.

In a preview of Trump’s visit to 
Bakersfield this week, Rep. Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Bakersfield, on Sun-
day told Fox News that the mat-
ter comes down to “the security 
of our food supply, making sure 
that it is grown in America, that 
it’s safe and secure.”

“We have a real concern in 
California because we send most 
of our water out to the ocean 
(instead of) sending it down to 
Southern California to our farm-
land in the San Joaquin Valley 
and others,” he said.

“This president,” he contin-
ued, “has worked greatly using 
science, not based on politics 
but on science, to allow to have 
more of that water stay with 
the Californians and America 
to make sure we’re secure in 
our food supply as we move 
forward.”

John Cox can be reached at 661-
395-7404. Follow him on Twitter: 
@TheThirdGraf.
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BY ZEKE MILLER 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Tuesday that 
he’s ready to use his “big voice” to 
bolster Republicans’ 2020 cam-
paign hopes as he heads west for 
a four-day visit mixing policy and 
politics.

Trump’s trip will be packed 
with big-dollar fundraisers, a trio 
of campaign rallies meant to en-
ergize his base and a sprinkle of 
official presidential events where 
he can showcase administration 
actions and offset some of his 
travel costs.

The trip to California, Nevada, 
Arizona and Colorado is an un-
usually long domestic trip for 
Trump, who prefers to sleep in 
his own bed but is stepping up 
his political travel now that his 
impeachment trial is over. He was 
expected to raise $14 million at 
two California campaign fund-
raisers, according to a Republican 
official familiar with the planning 
of the events. That money will be 
split among his campaign, the Re-
publican National Committee and 
22 Republican state parties.

Trump will spend his overnights 
in Las Vegas just as Democrats 
have descended on the state 
ahead of a debate there today and 
Nevada’s Democratic caucuses 
on Saturday. The rallies will take 
him to two states with vulnera-
ble Republican senators — Cory 
Gardner of Colorado and Martha 
McSally of Arizona. Both stood 
by Trump during the Senate’s im-
peachment trial.

Trump also announced that he 
will soon head to South Carolina 
to campaign, likely the day before 
Democrats in the state hold their 
primary on Feb. 29.

“Look — we have a big voice, 
and we might as well use it,” 
Trump told reporters before de-
parting Washington.

In Los Angeles on Tuesday, 
Trump was set to meet with the 
Los Angeles Olympic committee 
“for an update on their efforts 
to prepare for the 2028 Summer 
Olympic Games,” the White 
House said. He was scheduled to 
attend a campaign fundraiser in 
Beverly Hills before continuing to 
Las Vegas, where he was expected 
to stay at his private hotel just off 
the Las Vegas Strip.

Today, Trump will fly to Ran-
cho Mirage, to billionaire Oracle 
co-founder Larry Ellison’s estate, 
which includes a private golf club, 
where his campaign is hosting a 
golf outing and fundraiser. Elli-
son previously hosted President 
Barack Obama at the course, 
which, like others in the arid 
Coachella Valley, has faced scru-
tiny for high water usage.

Trump will then visit Bakers-
field, the hometown of House Re-
publican leader Kevin McCarthy, 
“to speak with hardworking farm-
ers in the Central Valley about 

efforts to dramatically improve 
the supply and delivery of water 
in California and other Western 
states,” the White House said.

Trump will then hold a rally in 
Phoenix before returning to Las 
Vegas.

On Thursday, Trump will speak 
at the Hope for Prisoners Grad-
uation Ceremony held at the Las 
Vegas police headquarters, the 
White House said, adding that 
the president intends to focus on 
efforts “to provide previously in-
carcerated Americans with second 
chances.” He will hold another 
rally in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
before flying back to Las Vegas.

He will hold a final rally in Las 
Vegas on Friday.

The trip comes as he is stepping 
up his campaign activity before 
the November election and as 
pro-Trump groups raised a com-
bined $60 million in January, shat-
tering fundraising records.

As he made his way to Los An-
geles, Trump used Twitter to poke 
at the city’s mayor, Eric Garcetti, 
for publishing a video last week 
assuring undocumented immi-
grants that the city police force 
does not coordinate with federal 
immigration enforcement.

“The Mayor’s efforts to shield 
illegal aliens endangers the lives 
of the public and law enforce-
ment who have to go into the field 
to apprehend those released,” 
Trump tweeted. “He shouldn’t be 
urging illegals to beat the system, 
he should be urging them to safely 
turn themselves in!”

Before departing, Trump also 
could not help but tweak his 
Democratic presidential rivals, 
and he feigned concern that Dem-
ocratic front-runner Sen. Bernie 
Sanders is getting a raw deal from 
party leaders.

The Democratic National 
Committee announced earlier 
Tuesday — following a change 
of debate qualification rules — 
that former New York City Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg has qualified 
for today’s debate in Nevada. The 
billionaire is self-financing his 
campaign and has faced criticism 
from Sanders and other Demo-
cratic rivals that he’s attempting to 
buy the party’s nomination.

“Always be careful what you 
wish for, and I’m not wishing for 
anything,” said Trump, who insists 
he doesn’t have a preferred Demo-
crat he’d like to face in November. 
“Whoever it is, I’ll be very happy.”

Not long after his comment, 
Trump on Twitter belittled 
Bloomberg, accused him of break-
ing campaign laws by buying 
support of Democratic politicians 
with campaign contributions, 
and puffing that he would not 
mind facing the former mayor in 
November.

“Mini Mike. No, I would rather 
run against you!” Trump posted.

Trump to use ‘big 
voice’ to boost GOP 
on Western swing

EVAN VUCCI / AP/

President Donald Trump arrives at Los Angeles International Airport 
Tuesday in Los Angeles.

organizations have raised ques-
tions over the legal procedures 
used by the Planning Commis-
sion, going so far as to say the 
city has not followed state law.

Recently, the Immigrant Legal 
Resource Center and Freedom 
for Immigrants sent a joint letter 
to the city, threatening legal ac-
tion if the city did not abide by 
the state’s Dignity Not Detention 
Act, which was signed into law in 
2017 as Senate Bill 29.

The law requires municipali-
ties to hold two public hearings 
and wait 180 days after notice 
has been posted before issuing 
permits that would allow for the 
detention of immigrants.

The two organizations said in 
a letter to the city that McFarland 
officials failed to provide the 
permit application and related 
documents to the public, and 
have not waited 180 days before 
acting on the proposals, putting 
the city in violation of state law. 

A similar letter was sent to Ad-
elanto, where GEO is pushing 
another permit change.

“SB 29 was drafted with the 
purpose of stopping for-profit 
corporations from entering into 
deals with cities and counties, 
thereby putting an end to the 
rampant growth of for-profit 
immigration jails in our state,” 
Grisel Ruiz, attorney for Immi-
grant Legal Resource Center 
said in a statement. “The cities 
of McFarland and Adelanto are 
proving exactly why this bill was 
necessary; our city governments 
must put the needs of their 
communities first, and that 
means choosing people over 
profits.”

The American Civil Liberties 
Union Foundation of Southern 
California has also sent a letter to 
McFarland, pointing out its own 
issues with the city’s handling of 
the applications.

McFarland officials did not 
comment on the Dignity Not 
Detention Act on Tuesday. At the 
meeting, commissioners did not 
address the city’s legal standing.

Several GEO supporters made 
their voices heard Tuesday.

Jaremy Calueg, an employee 
of GEO’s Adelanto facility, said 
he and his coworkers traveled to 
McFarland to counter what they 
described as a negative public 
image of the private prison com-
pany in the media.

“I think the view of GEO to the 
public is pretty false,” he said. 
“I’m a first-generation Filipino 
American, a lot of my coworkers 
are first generation. And there 
are people from other countries 
that I work with.”

He went on to say that he had 
observed good conditions in the 
Adelanto ICE facility, going so far 
as to claim detainees had access 
to Xbox video games and soccer 
fields.

GEO officials stressed at the 
meeting the jobs that would be 
provided if commissioners ap-
proved the permit.

The company said 348 jobs 
would be lost if the two facilities 
closed, along with $1.5 million in 
utility fees and $500,000 in prop-
erty taxes.

MCFARLAND
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“I decided then and there I 
wanted to play tenor sax and 
sound just like Lenny Pickett,” 
Perez wrote in his intro. “That 
was the official beginning of my 
quest for the next highest note, a 
quest that has lasted and is on-
going even to this day, 45 years 
later.”

But it was another of Perez’s 
sax-heroes, Pete Christlieb, who 
suggested Perez write a book 
dedicated to helping saxophon-
ists go higher.

The book, appropriately titled, 
“Playin’ in the Attic,” is now in 
print, and Perez is thrilled the 
famed musician agreed to write 
the preface.

Christlieb played the sax solos 
on Steely Dan’s hit song “Deacon 
Blues,” Natalie Cole’s Grammy 
award-winning album “Unfor-
gettable,” and has countless 
other credits to his name, so 
lending his cred to his friend’s 
book was huge.

“I have always been a tenor 
player and I’m no authority on 
‘Playing in the Attic,’” Christlieb 
wrote in the book’s preface. 
“That’s why I’ve encouraged Paul 
Perez to write this book.”

The 68-page spiral-bound 
book is self-published, so Perez 
doesn’t have the reach of a major 
publishing house behind him. 
But early on, the reed man began 
receiving orders from Austria, 
Denmark, Turkey and Israel. 
Then more orders arrived from 
Australia, Germany, Greece, 
Croatia, Sweden, Japan, Nether-
lands, Czech Republic, Canada, 

United Kingdom, and Peru — 
and dozens of states across the 
U.S.

It’s definitely a book de-
signed for sax players. Several 
pages are notated music, a 
language known only to trained 
musicians.

But the book contains stories 
as well to which any music lover 
can relate.

“One of the most positive 
things about the book is that it 
tells people that it’s possible,” he 
said. Not easy, by any means, but 
finding success as a musician is, 
Perez preaches, entirely possible.

“This can take you around 
the world,” he said, holding up 
his weathered but beautiful 
saxophone.

The author has high praise for 
the team of people who helped 
him with the book.

“What an artist,” he said of 
Brian Demarest, of Bakersfield, 
who illustrated the whimsical, 
animated cover showing a man 
in an attic window playing a sax 
as the neighborhood dogs howl 
and hold their ears.

Cal State Bakersfield Professor 
Emeritus Doug Davis, whose 
influence on Bakersfield’s jazz 
scene is undisputed, contributed 
a short section introducing the 
author, whose chops on the sax, 
Davis asserts, go far beyond his 
ability to reach the high notes.

“Besides a technical facility 
beyond imagining, his greatest 
pride is his beautiful and supple 
tone, as big or delicate as you 
like,” Davis wrote.

And while Davis expresses no 
doubt that Perez can guide play-
ers to the instrument’s “highest 
realm,” it is “the entire saxo-
phone” that must ultimately be 
the searcher’s destination.

Steven Mayer can be reached 
at 661-395-7353. Follow him 
on Facebook and on Twitter: @
semayerTBC.

SAX MAN
Continued from PAGE A1

ALEX HORVATH / THE CALIFORNIAN

Local saxophonist Paul Perez 
is capable of hitting high notes 
most saxophonists can’t reach. 
“I learned my stuff from Lenny 
Pickett of ‘Saturday Night Live,’” 
Perez says. “He taught me how 
to do the high-note stuff.”

HOW TO BUY THE BOOK
For info about how to pur-
chase Paul Perez’s new book, 
“Playin’ in the Attic,” as well 
as to see videos of Perez play-
ing the sax and sharing tips, 
go to playingintheattic.us.
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