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Amid global protests over the 
death of George Floyd in Min-
nesota, Mill Valley Mayor Sashi 

McEntee has come 
under fire for a re-
mark about the 
Black Lives Matter 
movement.

Residents have 
started online pe-
titions calling for 
McEntee’s apology 
or resignation af-
ter a video from 

Monday’s City Council meeting ex-
ploded on social media.

Mill Valley resident Bryce Good-
man submitted an email comment 
that was read during the public 
open time at Monday’s teleconfer-
ence meeting. Goodman, who is 
white, wrote that he and his wife 
posted a sign in downtown Mill 
Valley with the message “White 
Silence is Violence.” The sign was 
torn down, he said, so he asked the 
council, “What is Mill Valley doing 
to show that black lives matter?”

In response, McEntee said, “It is 
our council policy that we do not 
take action on issues that are not of 
immediate local importance,” be-
fore moving on to the next agenda 
discussion. McEntee, who is serv-
ing her fifth year on council and 
first term as mayor, issued an apol-
ogy on Wednesday.

By Matthew Pera
mpera@marinij.com 
@MatthewRPera on Twitter

A profanity-laced tirade about 
children who had written “Black 
Lives Matter” in chalk on a side-
walk prompted a protest Wednes-
day in Marinwood.

The incident, which occurred 
Tuesday afternoon, was captured 
on video by several people at the 
scene and shared widely on so-
cial media. Resident Monica Jones 
said the footage sent shock waves 
through the community, coming 
amid nationwide demonstrations 
condemning the death of George 
Floyd while in the custody of Min-
neapolis police.

“I was just appalled,” said Jones, 
who helped organize the protest af-
ter she saw videos of the incident 
online. “With so much happening 
in our world, to see that type of ha-
tred in our own neighborhood, it 
was horrible.”

A video posted on Twitter shows 
a man crossing Marinwood Avenue 
toward a group of people, children 
and adults, as he yells profanities 
and homophobic slurs.

“You know it’s illegal to graffiti?” 
he says, pointing at chalk markings 
on the sidewalk, in another video. 
He then raises both middle fingers 
and shouts repeated profanities.

“Why do black lives matter?” 
the man says in the video. “All 
lives matter. Why make it black 
and white?”

Marinwood rant 
prompts disgust, 
rally in support 
of social justice
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In the center of the frame, Connellan Coxwell of Mill Valley joins a discussion of Black Lives Matter and related issues at The Depot plaza in 
Mill Valley on Wednesday.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

Nation’s tension surfaces 
in Mill Valley, Marinwood
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A malaria drug President 
Donald Trump took to try to 
prevent COVID-19 proved inef-
fective. PAGE A5

PUSHED BY TRUMP

Study: Malaria drug 
fails to prevent virus

James Mattis is denounc-
ing President Donald Trump’s 
heavy-handed use of military 
force to quell protests. PAGE A6

FORMER DEFENSE CHIEF 

Mattis rips Trump for 
dividing Americans

By Keri Brenner
kbrenner@marinij.com 
@KeriWorks on Twitter

The pain, grief and anger over 
George Floyd’s death during a 
Minnesota arrest must be ad-
dressed for children at school 
and at home, Marin educators 
said this week.

Itoco Garcia, superintendent of 
the Sausalito Marin City School 
District, said ongoing police bru-
tality plus the coronavirus pan-
demic “have created a national cri-
sis that dictates that we can never 
return to the way things were.”

“It is our responsibility to ac-
tively provide leadership in times 
of calm and times of crisis,” Gar-
cia said in an email. He said dis-
trict staffers held a meeting on 
the subject Tuesday, the same 
day hundreds of peaceful demon-
strators marched in Marin City to 
protest Floyd’s death.

He said the staff plans to de-
velop lessons in social justice to 
use next school year, and that 
such courses should be manda-
tory for high school graduation 
in Marin County.

MARIN

Educators:  
talk with 
youths about 
social injustice
Discussions urged on 
race, national protests

By John Eligon, Richard A. 
Oppel Jr. and Sarah Mervosh
The New York Times

ST. PAUL, MINN. >> The three Minne-
apolis police officers who failed to 
intervene while George Floyd was 
killed were charged on Wednes-
day with aiding in his death, and 
officials pressed a more severe 
charge — second-degree murder 
— against Derek Chauvin, the 
officer who pinned Floyd to the 
ground with a knee for nearly 
nine minutes while he pleaded, 
“I can’t breathe.”

Announcing the charges, Keith 
Ellison, Minnesota’s attorney gen-
eral, who was assigned by the 
governor to handle the closely 
watched case, asked for patience 
during what he said would be a 
lengthy investigation and cau-
tioned that history revealed seri-
ous challenges in prosecutions of 
police officers.

“We’re here today because 
George Floyd is not here. He 
should be here,” said Ellison, a 
former Democratic congressman 
and civil rights lawyer, adding 
later: “Trying this case will not 
be an easy thing. Winning a con-
viction will be hard.”

MINNEAPOLIS

All four 
officers 
now face 
charges
3 accused of aiding 
death of pinned man
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Mill Valley mayor  
takes heat over 
non-response to 
question on race

McEntee
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John Oyarzun of Forest Knolls finishes a chalk drawing 
during a demonstration in Marinwood on Wednesday. The 
rally was held in response to an objection to street chalk 
art in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Protesters march along De Long Avenue in Novato 
on Wednesday. More than 250 people turned out 
to demonstrate after the death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis. More photos of protest on PAGE A3

“We’ve had a series of peaceful 
protests throughout the Marin 
community, which the Marin 
County police chiefs and Mill 
Valley Police Department 
wholeheartedly support.” 
— Alan Piombo, Mill Valley police chief, acting city manager
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Jarrett Standard was 
driving by with a friend 
when he heard the commo-
tion and pulled over.

“He was really vola-
tile,” Standard said. “I said, 
‘Peace and love, man, just 
relax.’ Then he flipped me 
off.”

About 200 people joined 

the demonstration Wednes-
day evening, which organiz-
ers said was aimed at both 
denouncing the incident on 
Tuesday and taking a stand 
against racism and hatred. 
Some demonstrators held 
signs and chanted, “No 
more violence. No more 
hate.” Others drew with 
chalk on sidewalks and in 
the street.

“This is to show that we 
are here to stand up for each 
other,” Jones said. “We won’t 

tolerate any racist or ho-
mophobic behavior in our 
neighborhood.”

For Bruce Anderson, who 
said he knew the man in the 
videos but declined to iden-
tify him, it wasn’t a sur-
prise to see footage of what 
he called bigotry and anger 
in Marinwood.

Anderson, who is Afri-
can American and a for-
mer board member for the 
Marinwood Community 
Services District, was among 

the supporters of a years-
long initiative to change 
the local Dixie School Dis-
trict’s name, which, activ-
ists said, is linked to slav-
ery and the Confederacy. 
The school board voted last 
year to change the name 
to the Miller Creek School 
District, but Anderson said 
the months of bitter debate 
leading up to that decision 
highlighted, for him, “the 
underlying sentiments out 
here that tended to lean to-

ward racism.”
“There was a lot of anger 

from people who were able 
to kind of disguise their rac-
ism as protecting the Dixie 
name,” Anderson said.

But for others, Tuesday’s 
incident was disturbingly 
out of character for Marin-
wood, which Standard 
called a “quiet, tight knit 
community.”

“This is super rare,” Stan-
dard said. “I’ve never seen 
this before in Marinwood.”

Rant
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She said to show that 
black lives matter, she has 
directed city staff to develop 
a public portal to address 
systemic inequities and in-
justices. She also plans to 
add a discussion about ra-
cial inequalities on an up-
coming agenda.

“First, I deeply apologize 
for my choice of words at 
the council meeting,” she 
said. “This is a sensitive mo-
ment, and I didn’t acknowl-
edge the community’s deep 
sense of hurt and anger. For 
that, I am truly sorry.”

Goodman said he did not 
start either petition, does 
not want McEntee to resign, 
and did not expect an apol-
ogy: “What I do care about is 
the council making steps to-
wards constructive action,” 
he said.

“If you hold the office of 
mayor, you are an elected of-
ficial, you oversee the police 
department, and you don’t 
make any public acknowl-
edgment of what is the larg-
est moment of civil unrest 
in recent history, then you 
are pretty out of touch and 
contributing to it with that 
silence,” Goodman said. “I 
think that’s a problem.”

McEntee had first re-
leased a statement Tues-
day responding to criti-
cism, saying “Let me make 
it clear that the tragic death 
of George Floyd is of imme-
diate local importance along 
with being a national issue.”

“As a person of color, I am 
acutely aware of the power 
and importance of words be-

cause I have been on the re-
ceiving end of bigotry my-
self,” said McEntee, who is 
Sri Lankan by heritage. “It 
is clear that I did not express 
myself well or share with the 
community what is in my 
heart.”

McEntee said it is a city 
policy that the City Council 
refrains from weighing in 
on national issues and that 
it does not discuss city issues 
that are not announced on 
the agenda. The full state-
ment is at bit.ly/305Zk2E.

McEntee’s comment pro-
voked a mass response on 
Facebook, Nextdoor, You-
Tube and Twitter.

“To me it’s such a dismis-
sive remark,” said Siobhan 
Brewer, a Richmond resident 
who is half-black and grew 
up in Mill Valley. “It made us 
angry and upset.”

Two petitions on Change.
org started by residents 
have collectively collected 
more than 10,000 signa-
tures. One is titled “Mill Val-
ley Calls for Mayor to Apol-
ogize or Resign,” and the 
other “Mayor Sashi Mcentee 
To Step Down.” Each has an 
attached letter and video clip 
of the council meeting.

Celimene Pastor, a black 
resident and petition signer, 
said she was appalled by 
the mayor’s dismissal of the 
question.

“As parents of four bira-
cial black children, we are 
concerned for their well be-
ing and her comments did 
not put our worries at ease,” 
she said. “Mill Valley can do 
better and we need stronger 
leadership.”

Pastor said signatories 
would like a strong state-

ment from the mayor detail-
ing how Mill Valley intends 
to address Black Lives Mat-
ter issues.

Not shown on the clip, but 
part of the full council meet-
ing video, is a city address by 
Alan Piombo, the Mill Val-
ley police chief and acting 
city manager. He called the 
police tactics that led to the 
Floyd’s death “disturbing,” 
saying that “I want to ensure 
that those actions are not 
consistent with our training 
policies or practices.”

“We’ve had a series of 
peaceful protests through-
out the Marin community, 
which the Marin County po-
lice chiefs and Mill Valley Po-
lice Department wholeheart-
edly support,” he said.

In an email statement to 
the Independent Journal 
that was later posted to the 

city’s website, Piombo reiter-
ated his position:

“As your acting city man-
ager and chief of police, I 
want to assert that the city 
of Mill Valley is committed 
to deliver service in an unbi-
ased and equitable manner,” 
he wrote.

“I want to acknowledge 
and thank community mem-
bers for your commitment 
to equality and justice,” he 
said. “We have heard your 
voices and appreciate them. 
We look forward to work-
ing with you to bring about 
a more just and equitable 
world.”

Councilman Urban Car-
mel said people are right-
fully upset about the George 
Floyd death.

“I hope that everybody 
that is this upset about this 
also has the energy to come 
to City Hall when we are dis-
cussing, for example, multi-
unit housing affordable 
housing in Mill Valley,” he 
said, noting that affordable 
housing is needed to foster 
a more diverse community.

As for McEntee’s com-
ments during the meeting, 
he said, “I’m not making ex-
cuses, but everybody is re-
sponding to a one-minute 
clip from a five-hour-long 
meeting in which many 
things were discussed.”

“I thank Alan for his com-
ment and say that this is, in 
fact, relevant to Mill Valley,” 
he said. “This is our town. 
This is not just an amor-
phous issue which has taken 
place in America. This is ev-
ery community, every city in 
America.”

IJ reporter Lorenzo Morotti 
contributed to this report.
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1812
The Louisiana Terri-
tory was renamed the 
Missouri Territory, to 
avoid confusion with the 
recently admitted state 
of Louisiana. The U.S. 
House of Representa-
tives approved, 79-49, 
a declaration of war 
against Britain.

1919
Congress approved the 
19th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, 
guaranteeing citizens 
the right to vote regard-
less of their gender, and 
sent it to the states for 
ratification.

1942
The World War II Battle 
of Midway began, re-
sulting in a decisive 
American victory against 
Japan and marking the 
turning point of the war 
in the Pacific.

1972
A jury in San Jose, Cali-
fornia, acquitted radical 
activist Angela Davis of 
murder and kidnapping 
for her alleged connec-
tion to a deadly court-
house shootout in Marin 
County in 1970.

1990
Dr. Jack Kevorkian car-
ried out his first publicly 
assisted suicide, helping 
Janet Adkins, a 54-year-
old Alzheimer’s patient 
from Portland, Oregon, 
end her life in Oakland 
County, Michigan.

Birthdays
Sex therapist and media 
personality Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer is 92. Rock 
musician Danny Brown is 
69. Actor Eddie Velez is 
62. Former tennis player 
Andrea Jaeger is 55. 
Comedian Horatio Sanz 
is 51. Actress Angelina 
Jolie is 45. Olympic gold 
medal figure skater Evan 
Lysacek is 35.

TODAY IN HISTORY

‘Law & Order’ 
producer Dick 
Wolf fires writer 
“Law & Order” producer 
Dick Wolf fired one of 
his writers who took to 
social media to threaten 
looters. Craig Gore, who 
had been hired to work 
on Wolf’s upcoming 
“Law & Order” series, 
had posted photos on 
social media of himself 
in a mask standing 
at his front door and 
holding an assault rifle 
with a caption that 
read, “Curfew…” In 
another comment, Gore 
threatened to “light 
motherf—ers up who 
are trying to f— with my 
property I worked all my 
life for? Think again,” 
in reference to protests 
following the death of 
George Floyd.
— Bay Area News Group

Star report
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On a ninth straight night 
of demonstrations, thou-
sands of people amassed 
Wednesday evening, includ-
ing on the streets of West 
Hollywood and outside the 
Colorado State Capitol. Is-
suing intensifying calls for 
changes to American polic-
ing, the protesters showed 
no signs of calling off their 
activism. In New York City, 
a rally was planned out-
side the mayor’s official res-
idence.

The fallout from Floyd’s 
death continued unabated 
Wednesday as his official 
autopsy, released for the 
first time, revealed that he 
was known to have had the 
coronavirus in early April, 
though he was believed to 
be asymptomatic at the 
time of his death. Dem-
onstrators have regularly 
pointed out that police vi-
olence and COVID-19 are 
disproportionately affect-
ing African Americans.

Some of the demonstra-
tors who have taken to the 
streets lauded the new crimi-
nal charges against the Min-
neapolis officers, who were 
all fired last week, in a case 
that set off waves of anger 
and outrage since a video of 
Floyd’s death became public. 
Many had called for harsher 
charges against Chauvin, 
who was initially charged 
with third-degree murder, 
and for charges against the 
other officers. Still, many 
protesters said the new 
charges would not quell the 
demonstrations, which were 
seeking broader systemic 
changes to the nation’s jus-
tice system.

“For me it’s just one step,” 
Cortez Hollis said, as he 
took part Wednesday in a 
protest against police bru-
tality and the local police 
union leadership in Minne-
apolis. The charges against 
these police officers, he said, 
were only a beginning: “I 
recognize it’s not a sprint, 
it’s a journey.”

The new charges came on 
the eve of a memorial that 
is expected to draw large 
crowds to a Minneapolis 
chapel to remember Floyd, 
and representatives for the 
family described the mo-
ment as a painful yet neces-
sary development.

“This is a significant step 
forward on the road to jus-
tice, and we are gratified 
that this important action 
was brought before George 
Floyd’s body was laid to rest,” 
said Ben Crump, a lawyer 
for Floyd’s family. “That is a 
source of peace for George’s 
family in this painful time.”

Around the country, polit-
ical leaders responded to the 
announcement of charges 
but said they recognized it 
would not mean an end to 
the unrest that has roiled the 
country.

In the new charges an-
nounced by Ellison, Chauvin, 
a white police officer who 
could be seen in a video pin-
ning Floyd, a black security 
guard, beneath his knee for 
nearly nine minutes, was 
charged with second-de-
gree murder, a count that is 
more serious and could carry 
a longer prison sentence 
than the third-degree mur-
der charge he initially faced.

In Minnesota, second-de-
gree murder requires pros-
ecutors to prove either that 
Chauvin intended to kill 
Floyd, or that he did so while 
committing another felony. 
A court filing indicated that 
prosecutors planned to take 
the latter approach. Third-
degree murder does not re-
quire an intent to kill, ac-
cording to the Minnesota 
statute, only that the per-
petrator caused someone’s 
death in a dangerous act 
“without regard for human 
life.”

Under Minnesota law, sec-
ond-degree murder comes 
with a maximum sentence 
of 40 years in prison, and 
accomplices can be eligible 
for the same penalties as the 
primary defendant.

Three other officers who 
were present — Thomas 
Lane, J. Alexander Kueng 
and Tou Thao — were 
charged with aiding and 
abetting second-degree mur-
der. Lane and Kueng are 
white and Thao is Hmong, 
according to a spokesman 
for Ellison. Chauvin was also 
charged with manslaughter 
in the second degree, and 
the three other officers also 
were charged with aiding 
and abetting manslaughter 
in the second degree.

Lawyers for the four of-
ficers declined to comment 
or did not respond to in-
quiries. Court appearances 
were scheduled for as early 
as Thursday for at least some 

of them. Chauvin, who has 
been in custody since last 
week, was scheduled to ap-
pear in court Monday, ac-
cording to jail records.

New court documents, 
released Wednesday, shed 
light on what happened be-
fore Floyd’s death on May 25.

The episode began when 
Kueng and Lane, answer-
ing a 911 call from a store 
clerk about receiving a fake 
$20 bill from a customer, 
approached a parked car. 
Lane drew his handgun and 
pointed it at Floyd through 
an open window, putting 
the gun back in his holster 
after Floyd put his hands on 
the steering wheel.

The two officers then took 
Floyd and sat him on the 
ground, handcuffed. “When 
Mr. Floyd sat down he said, 
‘thank you man,’ and was 
calm,” according to a state-
ment of probable cause. But 
when officers tried to put 
him in the squad car, Floyd 
stiffened and fell to the 
ground.

Floyd said he was not re-
sisting but that he was claus-
trophobic and did not want 
to go in the back seat. He 
struggled with the two offi-
cers and with Chauvin and 
Thao, who had arrived sep-
arately. After that, Floyd 
was put face down on the 
ground, Chauvin’s knee on 
his neck, the court docu-
ments said.

Lane held his legs and 
Kueng held his back. Floyd 

began to cry out “I can’t 
breathe” and “I’m about to 
die.” Lane asked whether 
they should roll Floyd on 
his side. “No, staying put 
where we got him,” Chauvin 
responded, according to the 
document. Lane then said, “I 
am worried about excited de-
lirium or whatever.” Chauvin 
replied, “That’s why we have 
him on his stomach.”

Soon after, Floyd stopped 
moving, and he was later 
pronounced dead at the Hen-
nepin County Medical Cen-
ter.

A private autopsy con-
ducted by doctors hired by 
Floyd’s family determined 
that he died not just because 
of the knee on his neck, but 
also because two other of-
ficers applied pressure on 
his back. The cause of death 
was listed as mechanical as-
phyxia.

The Hennepin County 
medical examiner also found 
that the manner of death 
was homicide but said that 
Floyd, who had heart condi-
tions, went into cardiac ar-

rest while being restrained 
by law enforcement. The 
one-page summary also 
noted that Floyd was intoxi-
cated with fentanyl and had 
recently used methamphet-
amines. The official autopsy 
gave no indication that the 
coronavirus played any role 
in his death.

Thao, 34, had faced six 
misconduct complaints in 
his career with the Minne-
apolis Police Department. 
He also was the subject of a 
lawsuit that claimed he and 
another officer punched, 
kicked and kneed an Afri-
can-American man, leaving 
the man with broken teeth 
and bruises. A lawyer in-
volved in the case said the 
city settled the case by agree-
ing to pay $25,000.

Chauvin had faced at least 
17 misconduct complaints 
over nearly two decades with 
the department.

Neither Lane, 37, nor 
Kueng, 26, had prior miscon-
duct complaints filed against 
them, according to the Police 
Department.

Officers
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Second to end on left, Mill Valley acting city manager and police chief Alan Piombo addresses a 
group gathered at The Depot Plaza in Mill Valley to discuss Black Lives Matter and related issues.

Kueng Thao Lane

ALEX BRANDON — AP PHOTO

Members of the South Carolina National Guard walk through demonstrators protesting the 
death of George Floyd on Wednesday near the White House.
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The New York Times

A somber and defiant memorial for George 
Floyd in Minneapolis gave way to a 10th night 
of protests on Thursday as thousands of demon-
strators again poured into the nation’s streets, 
crowding outside City Hall in Seattle and march-
ing across the Brooklyn Bridge.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, who gave a eulogy for 
Floyd, pledged that his death would be a catalyst 
for change, after video showed a white police offi-
cer kneeling on Floyd’s neck for almost nine min-
utes as he lay face down and handcuffed on the 
pavement, saying “I can’t breathe.”

The tragedy, Sharpton said, was also a sym-
bolic message: “Get your knees off our necks.”

The tone at many protests on Thursday was 
largely mournful, after more than a week of 
crowds burning with grief and anger over the 
death of Floyd and other black Americans whose 
deaths have spurred calls for criminal justice re-
form.

Fueling the anguish on Thursday, an inves-
tigator in the death of Ahmaud Arbery, a black 
man who was fatally shot while being chased by 
three white neighbors in suburban Georgia, said 
that one of the suspects had used a racial slur af-
ter the shooting.

The developments came as officials from Lou-
isville, Kentucky, to Seattle have been lifting 
nightly curfews, after protests there had become 
largely peaceful in recent days.

— New York: Crowds gathered Thursday out-
side Gracie Mansion, the Upper East Side may-
oral residence, and snarled traffic on the Brook-
lyn Bridge, ahead of a nightly curfew that will 
remain in effect until June 8.

— Nashville, Tennessee: The Black Lives Mat-
ter movement held a protest at the Bicentennial 
Mall. Demonstrators marched to the National 
Museum of African American Music, which is 
scheduled to open later this year. The procession 
made its way to the state capitol.

— Boston: In Jamaica Plain, a silent vigil was 

GEORGE FLOYD DEATH

Memorial, 
protesters 
make push 
for change

By Tiffany Hsu and Nelson D. Schwartz
The New York Times 

Employers continue to lay workers off while 
states struggle through a backlog of unemploy-
ment claims, a sign of the persistent strain the 
economy faces from the coronavirus pandemic 
even as businesses begin to reopen.

The Labor Department reported Thursday that 
nearly 1.9 million Americans filed new claims for 
state unemployment benefits last week, continu-
ing the decline from the more than 6 million who 
submitted applications in a single week in March 
but still a remarkably high level.

In addition, there were 623,000 new claims 
for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, the fed-
eral program intended to help the self-employed 
and others not normally eligible for state job-
less benefits.

VIRUS IMPACT

Economic strain  
drags on even  
as stores reopen
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Another former military leader, 
retired Marine Gen. John Allen, 
is criticizing Donald Trump’s re-
sponse to the protests. PAGE A7 

POLITICS

Pentagon-Trump clash 
breaks open over military

A state investigator is alleging 
that the white man accused of 
killing Ahmaud Arbery was heard 
saying a racist slur. PAGE A8 

COURTS

Shooter used a racist 
slur as Arbery lay dying 

By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

Mill Valley Mayor Sashi 
McEntee faced critics 
Thursday to listen to them 
vent as community outrage 
continued over a remark 
she made this week in re-
sponse to the Black Lives 
Matter movement.

McEntee, the first per-
son of color elected as 
mayor, came under fire 
this week after respond-
ing to a question at Mon-
day’s City Council meet-

ing from a member of the 
public asking what the 
city planned to do to show 
black lives matter. McEn-
tee responded by saying it 
was “not of immediate lo-
cal importance.”

She said she anticipated 
one-on-one talks with res-
idents at the event Thurs-
day, but more than 100 
people rallied downtown, 
forcing her to pick up a mi-
crophone.

“I apologize for what I 
said,” she said. “First of all 

MILL VALLEY RALLY

Outrage against mayor intensifies

PHOTO BY JOCELYN CARRANZA 

Paul Dap of Mill Valley listens to Mayor Sashi McEntee discuss 
Black Lives Matter issues at the Downtown Plaza on Thursday.

By Adrian Rodriguez
arodriguez@marinij.com 
@adrianrrodri on Twitter

Taking a stand for ra-
cial justice as outrage over 
the George Floyd killing 
in Minnesota mounts, 
San Rafael city lead-
ers marched alongside 
downtown demonstrators 
Thursday.

“My hope is to show that 
we’re all in this together to 
support the end of racial 
injustice,” said San Rafael 
Police Chief Diana Bishop, 

who donned her uniform 
representing herself as 
the leader of the San Ra-
fael Police Department.

Demonstrators peace-
fully congregated at the 
Montecito Plaza shopping 
center in central San Ra-
fael and marched through 
downtown to City Hall 
on Fifth Avenue. Police 
blocked streets to accom-
modate the crowd.

Last week, after hearing 
about the death of Floyd, 
who was killed while in 

MINNEAPOLIS DEATH

San Rafael city leaders 
join march for justice

Closest in the foreground, San Rafael mayor Gary Phillips and 
to his left, Marin County Supervisor Damon Connolly take a 
knee as they join hundreds of demonstrators.

PHOTOS BY SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 

Hundreds of demonstrators march up Fourth Street to City Hall in support of the Black Lives Matter movement in San 
Rafael on Thursday. The march started at Montecito Plaza. 

Police chief condemns killing, 
hopes this is a ‘turning point’

1.9 million Americans filed 
jobless claims last week

Thousands return to street 
around US for 10th night

McEntee jeered over explanation
for dodging Black Lives question
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1794
Congress passed the 
Neutrality Act, which 
prohibited Americans 
from taking part in any 
military action against 
a country that was at 
peace with the United 
States.

1912
U.S. Marines landed 
in Cuba at the order 
of President William 
Howard Taft to ensure 
order and protect U.S. 
interests.

1967
War erupted in the 
Middle East as Israel, 
anticipating a possible 
attack by its Arab 
neighbors, launched a 
series of pre-emptive 
airfield strikes that 
destroyed nearly the 
entire Egyptian air force; 
Syria, Jordan and Iraq 
immediately entered the 
conflict.

1981
The Centers for Disease 
Control reported that 
five homosexuals in Los 
Angeles had come down 
with a rare kind of pneu-
monia; they were the 
first recognized cases 
of what later became 
known as AIDS.

2004
Ronald Wilson Reagan, 
the 40th president of 
the United States, died 
in Los Angeles at age 
93 after a long struggle 
with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease.

Birthdays
Actor-singer Bill Hayes 
is 95. Author Dame 
Margaret Drabble is 
81. Financial guru Suze 
Orman is 69. Jazz 
musician Kenny G is 64. 
Actor Mark Wahlberg is 
49. Rock musician Pete 
Wentz is 41. Musician/
songwriter/producer DJ 
Mustard is 30.

TODAY IN HISTORY

WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3 Afternoon:  
7, 9, 0
Daily 3 Evening: 5, 8, 2
Daily 4: 7, 3, 3, 5
Fantasy 5:  
7, 8, 22, 27, 28
Daily Derby
1st: 2, Lucky Star
2nd: 5, California Classic
3rd: 11, Money Bags
Race Time: 1:43.12

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing: 
7, 17, 26, 36, 42
Mega Number: 3
Saturday’s estimated 
jackpot: $12 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday’s drawing: 
9, 20, 23, 26, 29
Mega Number: 8
Today’s estimated 
jackpot: $378 million

POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing: 
1, 3, 26, 41, 64
Mega Number: 17
Saturday’s estimated 
jackpot: $20 million

LOTTERY

Steph Curry and 
Warriors join in 
Oakland protest
Steph Curry took a 
knee alongside several 
hundred protesters in 
Oakland.
Along with four other 
Warriors, Curry joined a 
march around Oak-
land’s Lake Merritt 
to protest the death 
of George Floyd. The 
march was organized by 
Curry’s teammate Juan 
Toscano-Anderson, who 
is of African American 
and Mexican descent. 
In addition to Curry 
and Toscano-Ander-
son, Klay Thompson, 
Damion Lee and 
Kevon Looney marched 
alongside protesters, 
chanting, “NO RACIST 
POLICE. NO JUSTICE, 
NO PEACE.” 
— Wes Goldberg, Bay Area 
News Group

Star report

held on Thursday after-
noon to protest racial in-
justice. The city’s mayor, 
Marty Walsh, led a moment 
of silence for 8 minutes and 
46 seconds, which was how 
long the Minneapolis police 
order charged in the killing 
of George Floyd kept his 
knee on Floyd’s neck.

— Washington: Mayor 
Muriel Bowser said there 
would be no curfew on 
Thursday night, despite 
President Donald Trump 
encouraging shows of force 
from the military and law 
enforcement to crack down 
on protesters,

— Salt Lake City: A man 
who pointed a bow and ar-
row at demonstrators and 
brandished a knife dur-
ing a protest last week was 
charged with two felony 
weapons counts and one 
count of aggravated assault, 
the county’s district attor-
ney said. The man, Bran-
don McCormick, drove his 
car into the crowd and said, 
“Yes, I’m American. All lives 
matter,” a video of the alter-
cation showed. The crowd 
beat him up and set his car 
ablaze.

About 700 airborne 
troops who were in the 
Washington area for possi-
ble use in controlling pro-
tests were expected to go 
back to their base in North 
Carolina Thursday night, a 
Defense Department offi-
cial said.

The move could represent 
an uneasy compromise in a 
standoff between the Pen-
tagon leadership and the 
White House over whether 
to use the military against 
civilians in the streets of 
American cities.

Federal law generally 
prohibits use of the ac-
tive-duty military for civil-
ian law enforcement, but 
a president can authorize 
it in certain limited cir-
cumstances by invoking a 
200-year-old law called the 
Insurrection Act.

In a break with Trump, 
Defense Secretary Mark Es-
per said on Wednesday that 
he opposed using troops 
that way and that the pres-

ent situation did not war-
rant it. And Gen. Mark 
Milley, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, ad-
vised Trump this week not 
to invoke the Insurrection 
Act, arguing that National 
Guard forces could handle 
the job.

More than 2,000 Na-
tional Guard forces are al-
ready in Washington, and 
their numbers are expected 
to grow to about 4,500 in 
the next few days.

Esper said Wednesday 
that the deployment of ac-
tive-duty troops in a domes-
tic law enforcement role 
“should only be used as a 
matter of last resort and 
only in the most urgent and 
dire of situations.”

Trump was angered by 
Esper’s remarks and criti-
cized the defense secretary 
later at the White House, an 
administration official said.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union has filed a law-
suit against the Trump ad-
ministration over its han-
dling of protests near the 
White House, calling ag-
gressive efforts to disperse 
those gathered a violation of 
their constitutional rights.

The lawsuit filed Thurs-
day in federal court names 
Trump, Attorney General 
William Barr and other ad-
ministration officials. Scott 
Michelman, the legal direc-
tor for the ACLU of the Dis-

trict of Columbia, said the 
tactics employed with the 
blessing of the nation’s top 
law enforcement official 
“chills protected speech for 
all of us.”

“The president’s shame-
less, unconstitutional, un-
provoked, and frankly crim-
inal attack on protesters — 
because he disagreed with 
their views — shakes the 
foundation of our nation’s 
constitutional order,” Mi-
chelman said.

The lawsuit was filed on 
behalf of Black Lives Mat-
ter D.C. as well as individ-
ual protesters who were at 
Lafayette Square.

On Monday, federal 
agents using smoke, flash 
grenades and chemical 
spray abruptly dispersed 

protesters and clergy mem-
bers who had gathered 
peacefully near the White 
House. Trump and aides 
then held a photo op in 
front of a historic church.

The ACLU said it also 
planned to file many other 
lawsuits around the country 
in response to law enforce-
ment tactics used against 
protesters.

Democrats in Congress 
are “on the brink” of unveil-
ing legislation to address 
police brutality, racial pro-
filing and the loss of trust 
between the police and 
their communities, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
Thursday.

Pelosi said the Con-
gressional Black Caucus 
planned on Monday to un-

veil bills that would go be-
yond the kind of incremen-
tal changes considered by 
Congress in the past. She 
called the death of George 
Floyd in police custody in 
Minneapolis “a thresh-
old that our country has 
crossed” and predicted 
that the debate could help 
push the country forward in 
meaningful ways.

“We want to see this as a 
time where we can go for-
ward in a very drastic way,” 
she told reporters. “Not in-
crementally, but in an im-
portant way to address 
those problems.”

Pelosi declined to detail 
what would be included 
in the package, but Dem-
ocrats have previously in-
dicated they would try to 
outlaw chokeholds, set up a 
federal commission on the 
social status of black men, 
and make it easier to track 
violent officers as they move 
from department to depart-
ment.

Senate Republicans 
pledged to act, as well, al-
though they were on a 
slower track and are likely 
to pursue narrower solu-
tions than those the Dem-
ocrats will propose.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-
S.C., the chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, said Thursday that he 
would convene a hearing 
June 16 on race and law en-
forcement, aimed at finding 
“better policing methods.”

“I’m willing to spend a 
lot of money to get the sys-
tem to engage in better po-
licing,” Graham said. “I’m 
willing to make it easier to 
fire bad cops who shouldn’t 
be wearing the uniform to 
begin with. Count me in for 
solutions.”

Meanwhile, on the Sen-
ate f loor, a Republican 
blocked a move by two 
Democratic senators, Cory 
Booker of New Jersey and 
Kamala Harris of Califor-
nia, to push through legisla-
tion that would make lynch-
ing a federal crime.

The bill overwhelmingly 
passed the House earlier 
this year, but Sen. Rand 
Paul of Kentucky has in-
sisted on trying to make 
changes, and refused on 
Thursday to allow it to pass 
without a formal vote.

Police
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Members of George Floyd’s family stand as the Rev. Al Sharpton speaks at a memorial 
service for Floyd at North Central University on Thursday in Minneapolis.

The Rev. Al Sharpton speaks at a memorial service for 
George Floyd at North Central University on Thursday in 
Minneapolis.

we can’t talk about things 
that are brought up during 
public open time, and two, 
it’s council policy we don’t 
take up national issues.”

The crowd jeered, and 
Monica Morant, a black 
woman who lives in Mill 
Valley, asked for the micro-
phone.

On the verge of tears and 
her voice shaking, Morant 
said now is not the time 
to hide behind the govern-
ment procedural policies.

“The world is watching 
us,” she said. “Mill Valley is 

not immune to this issue. 
I’m sorry Madam Mayor, 
I spoke with you and knelt 
with you and I appreciate 
that. But rules, if we follow 
rules now, we are going to 
continue to be killed on the 
streets.”

Kress Jack, a mother 
of three biracial children, 
also spoke. She said her 
three children have strug-
gled living in a predomi-
nantly white community. 
She asked McEntee to re-
sign.

“For a lot people here it 
sounds like you’re making 
excuses and giving apol-
ogies that didn’t seem au-
thentic,” Jack said.

McEntee said because of 

her heritage she has been 
the target of racism.

“The first time I ran for 
office we sent out a mailer 
with me, my husband and 
my mixed race children,” 
she said. “I received an 
anonymous email say-
ing just because you mar-
ried one of us doesn’t mean 
you’re safe.”

The crowd was a mix of 
old and young, but mostly 
white. When white commu-
nity leaders tried to speak, 
the crowd asked them to 
hand over the microphone 
to someone of color.

Halicue Hanna, 47, 
moved to Mill Valley 10 
years ago from Mississippi. 
She said her daughter is 

biracial and it breaks her 
heart to have to give her 
daughter advice on how to 
avoid being targeted by po-
lice from her own experi-
ence. Hanna said she is glad 
McEntee said what she did 
because it shows how this 
city perceives people of 
color.

“I think you meant what 
you said,” she said, looking 
at McEntee. “A lot of people 
voted for the mayor because 
they knew her, they thought 
she was progressive … but 
if I knew this 10 years ago I 
never would have voted for 
her.”

Many Tam High high 
school students and alumni 
stood and watched the 

speakers. They said they 
didn’t think McEntee was 
a bad person, but reflective 
of a community that has ex-
cluded people of color.

“At first I was hesitant to 
place the blame on her, but 
her words are reflective of a 
lot of her constituents and 
the complacency that exists 
in Mill Valley,” said Jamie 
Anderson, a San Rafael resi-
dent who was raised in Mill 
Valley.

“That is what I’m con-
fronting with my presence 
today,” Anderson said. “It’s 
not to attack her. I don’t 
know her or her policies. 
I’ve come back here to see 
Mill Valley prove her com-
ments are wrong.”

Outrage
FROM PAGE 1

police custody, Bishop de-
nounced the incident, call-
ing it “appalling and unac-
ceptable.” She assured the 
residents of San Rafael the 
department’s commitment 
to provide “professional, 
fair, compassionate, and 
dedicated law enforcement 
with integrity and respect.”

“This is, hopefully, a 
turning point,” Bishop said 
Thursday, “where we can 
have folks sit down together 

and talk about things that 
are real and not have our 
heads in the sand going on 
with business as usual.”

This past week, the world 
has been brimming with 
activism as demonstrators 
promoted the Black Lives 
Matter movement in small 
and major cities in coun-
tries across the world.

In Marin, the demonstra-
tions have been peaceful, so 
far, untainted by the loot-
ing and violence seen else-
where.

San Rafael Vice Mayor 
Kate Colin, who walked 
with demonstrators Thurs-

day, said, “I’m a big believer 
in free speech and I trust 
the community.”

“I trust that we’re all go-
ing to be safe and support-
ive of one another,” she 
said.

Colin, who is running 
for mayor, said what hap-
pened in Minnesota “reso-
nates with me.”

“I’m heartbroken by 
what’s going on,” she said. 
However, there is hope, she 
added.

“I’m hopeful that this 
will bring about the change 
that we all want,” she said. 
“And I’m excited about ev-

eryone who is showing up. 
People have hope and they 
need to be inspired to make 
change and we’re helping to 
invite people to have that 
space.”

Mayor Gary Phillips also 
joined the march, saying 
that he supports the dem-
onstrators and he is proud 
of the police department.

“We’re very fortunate to 
live in a community where 
we have outstanding rela-
tions with one another,” he 
said, noting the strong re-
lationship between law en-
forcement, city leaders and 
their constituents. “This 

is something to feel good 
about.”

Supervisor Damon Con-
nolly, whose District 1 cov-
ers San Rafael, said, “It’s 
important to be present 
and to be listening to our 
community and to be tak-
ing action together.”

“It’s really a reflection 
that the George Floyd 
murder is not an isolated 
event,” he said. “An unrec-
onciled part of our history 
has been brought back to us 
today, and we’re all respon-
sible for addressing racism, 
whether it’s systemic, insti-
tutional or otherwise.”

Justice
FROM PAGE 1

The overall number col-
lecting state benefits in-
creased by almost 650,000 
to a seasonally adjusted to-
tal of 21.5 million, show-
ing that even as some busi-
nesses reopen and workers 
come off the rolls, others 
are being newly laid off or 
belatedly starting to receive 
benefits.

Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics, said the 
weekly claims “are not fall-
ing as fast as I’d like them 
to fall or thought they 
would be falling.”

“Let’s not kid ourselves,” 
he added. “This is still an 
astonishing rate of layoffs.”

Since mid-March, 42.6 
million jobless workers 
have applied for state aid, 

marking the worst period 
for unemployment since the 
Great Depression. The sea-
sonally adjusted data does 
not include those who have 
applied under the Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance 
program.

The government count 
also leaves out people who 
were stymied in their at-
tempts to access the ben-
efits or were too disheart-
ened or confused to try. 
Mistakes, delays in report-
ing and possible double-
counting in some areas also 
complicate efforts to arrive 
at a precise total.

Some people out of work 
have gone months without 
government assistance as 
states grapple with tech-
nical glitches and a flood 
of claims. Payments have 
abruptly evaporated for 
some workers, who have 
struggled to reach over-
whelmed unemployment 

administrators for an ex-
planation.

Bogus sites that mimic 
government unemploy-
ment portals, and fraudu-
lent claims submitted using 
stolen personal data, have 
prompted many states to 
impose security measures 
that complicate the ap-
proval process.

Diane Swonk, chief econ-
omist at the accounting 
firm Grant Thornton, said 
the recent looting and van-
dalism in many cities fur-
ther clouded the employ-
ment outlook.

“The unrest adds insult 
to injury in an economy al-
ready struggling to reopen,” 
she said. “It could delay 
workers being called back 
or cause people to be laid 
off again.”

For many jobless work-
ers, stability remains a dis-
tant prospect. On Friday, 
the Labor Department will 

report the May unemploy-
ment rate, which many 
economists say could ap-
proach or exceed 20%, up 
from 14.7% in April.

The layoffs have grown 
from the restaurant work-
ers and hotel employees 
who lost their jobs early 
in the pandemic to people 
in management positions, 
economists said. And state 
unemployment offices are 
wading through a backlog 
of claims, processing older 
applications that may only 
now be appearing in official 
counts.

The economic rebound 
will probably unfurl in two 
phases, said Gregory Daco, 
chief U.S. economist at Ox-
ford Economics. The first 
will happen quickly, as 
companies call back cer-
tain employees to help re-
open restaurants, retailers 
and other operations. The 
second step will drag on for 

months, as lingering fears 
of infection and the dis-
ruption in earnings weigh 
on spending and affect the 
ability of businesses, espe-
cially small ones, to return 
to normal.

He said it was encour-
aging that initial applica-
tions for state benefits and 
for the Pandemic Unem-
ployment Assistance pro-
gram declined last week but 
added that the volume was 
still stunning and likely to 
remain elevated.

“We’re witnessing a grad-
ual evolution from tempo-
rary to persistent labor 
market damage,” he said.

The pandemic has gone 
on so long that some work-
ers are reaching the end 
of their allotment of bene-
fits — and some could face 
more delays as states try 
to carry out a federal pro-
gram that offers an extra 13 
weeks of aid.

Economy
FROM PAGE 1
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By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

Sasha, a Siberian Goshawk, has 
known her Belvedere owner Noah 
Drever since she was a hatchling, 
so when the city said falconry 
wasn’t allowed, the master fal-
coner had deep concerns.

“Sasha is imprinted, which 
means raised from chick,” said 
Drever, who has 20 years expe-
rience. “I’ve raised her since she 
was 10 days old.”

The dispute arose after Drever 
applied to the city for a permit to 
build an outdoor coop, called a 
mew, on May 22.

His request was denied by Bel-
vedere Director of Planning and 
Building Irene Borba, who said 
owning a falcon in the city is il-
legal. In a May 28 email, Borba 

wrote that anyone keeping a 
wild animal is guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and could face up to 
six months in jail, a $1,000 fine. 
The animal would be “subject to 
abatement.”

Drever is one of eight ac-
tive falconry license holders in 
Marin County, according to Brent 
George, associate program ana-
lyst for the Department of Fish 
and Game.

Borba acknowledged the state 
wildlife license, but said it did not 
give Drever “the authority to have 
a falcon in Belvedere.”

Marin Humane Director of 
Animal Services Cindy Machado 
said county code prohibits own-
ing ostriches, rheas, cassowaries 
and emus, but not falcons.

“There is no local ordinance 
that addresses falconry. They are 

regulated by state Fish and Wild-
life,” Machado said. “The ordi-
nance in question prohibits cer-
tain exotics and it doesn’t specif-
ically address falcons or any other 
raptors.”

Drever has since withdrawn his 
request for the $3,000, 10-by-10-
foot mew.

City Manager Craig Middleton 
said after conferring with the 
county and state officials the city 
has decided it will not prohibit 
the practice.

“Our major concern was how 
the animal is kept,” Middleton 
said. “But now that he’s with-
drawn that I don’t see further ac-
tion.”

Drever has now converted a 
room in his house to accommo-
date the bird.

BELVEDERE

SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

Noah Drever of Belvedere steps out with his Siberian Goshawk, Sasha, at his parents’ home in Tiburon on Thursday. 

By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

The Mill Valley City Council 
said this week it will clear its 
meeting agenda next week to 
gather community comments 
on local social justice solutions.

The move follows a backlash 
from residents critical of its re-
sponse to the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement.

“We made a mistake. … We 
will take the time necessary to 
get things right,” the council 
members said in statement re-
leased on Monday. “Everything 
is on the table.”

The meeting is set for 6:30 
p.m. Monday via the city web-
site, cityofmillvalley.org.

Mayor Sashi McEntee stirred 
controversy at the council’s 
meeting on June 1, when a 
resident asked what the city 
planned to do to show that 
black lives matter. She de-
murred, saying, “It is our coun-
cil policy that we do not take 
action on issues that are not of 
immediate local importance.”

McEntee has issued several 
statements since then and ap-
peared at a rally to apologize 
for her reaction, viewed by 
many as insensitive.

More than 10,000 signatures 
have been collected on two pe-
titions calling for her resigna-
tion. She has not said whether 
she will step down.

“You will hear more from 
all of us at the council meet-
ing on Monday,” McEntee said 
this week.

Damian Morgan, a black 
man born and raised in Marin 
City, sits on the Marin City 

C o m m u n i t y 
Services Dis-
trict board with 
McEntee.

“No one’s 
going to come 
out and punish 
you and punish 
the Mill Valley 
council if you 

make a comment,” Morgan 
said. “So you’re hiding behind 
that Brown Act violation. That’s 
bogus.”

On Saturday about 1,500 
people marched from the 
downtown plaza to Tamalpais 
High School. Mill Valley moth-
ers and students confronted 
McEntee while addressing the 
crowd, calling on the mayor 
and the city to implement pro-
grams and policies that will 
make the city inclusive to peo-
ple of color.

Cierra Haynesworth said she 
was confused when she first 
watched the clip of McEntee at 
the June 1 council meeting.

“I had to look at it again be-
cause it seemed like she didn’t 
respond at all,” said Haynes-
worth, a Mill Valley Middle 
School and Tamalpais High 
School graduate. “It was very 
disheartening to have her dis-
miss the question so easily.”

It reminded her of being 
a 13-year-old, black transfer 
student at Mill Valley Middle 
School, so she wrote a letter to 
the council asking the mayor 
and council to commit to pro-
grams and policies to become 
an inclusive community. She 
said the council has not re-
sponded.

MILL VALLEY

Council clears 
agenda for talk 
on social justice

McEntee
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CENTRAL MARIN

Police chief plans 
public forum online

Central Marin police 
Chief Michael Norton has 
set a webinar for 9 a.m. 
Thursday to answer the 
public’s questions “re-
garding current events,” 
the police authority said.

Questions can be 
emailed to QuestionsFor-
June11@gmail.com by 
11:59 p.m. Wednesday, or 
they can be submitted 
through the Zoom webi-
nar Q&A feature.

Residents can call into 
the webinar or tune in via 
Zoom. More information 
is at bit.ly/3cOyZJ6.

NOVATO

Student essayists 
win college funds

Novato Republican 
Women, Federated, has 
named the winners of the 
organization’s student es-
say contest.

Contestants wrote 
about the importance 
of the Electoral College. 
Adam Muzzarelli of San 
Marin High School won 
first place and a $2,500 
award; Julia Mausherdt 
of Marin Catholic High 
School won second place 
and a $1,500 prize; and 
Ray Kwei of the Branson 
School won third place 
and a $1,000 award.

Lisbeth Garcia Lopez 
of Novato High School 
was named the winner 
of the junior ROTC essay 
scholarship. She wrote 
about leadership.

TIBURON

Town officials ease 
parking restrictions

Parking restrictions 
around town have been 
lifted as the county’s pub-
lic health order to combat 
the coronavirus eases.

The town has reopened 
parking lots at Blackie’s 
Pasture, Paradise Drive 
and Mar West Street and 
the Railroad Museum at 
Paradise Drive, officials 
announced Tuesday.

In your town
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com and include your name, phone number and some 
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“We were predicting case 
rates that were more than 
10 times what we actually 
observed,” he said.

He said three new models 
of what the infection rate in 
California is likely to look 
like following the shelter-
in-place order all predict a 
big increase in infections 
near the end of summer or 
by fall.

Willis said the number 
of new cases in Marin has 
grown for three straight 
weeks now but the total 
number of hospitalizations 
has not increased signifi-
cantly. There was only one 
person hospitalized for CO-
VID-19 in Marin on Tues-
day.

“The increase in cases is 
largely attributable to in-
creased testing rates,” Wil-
lis said, “but not solely at-
tributable to increased test-
ing rates. We’re now doing 
almost 500 tests per day.”

Willis said he expects 
to authorize the reopen-
ing of indoor retail, real 
estate and car dealerships 
on Friday. He said by the 
end of this month if the 
county sees no surges in 
hospitalizations, he will 
likely allow the reopening 
of indoor dining in restau-
rants, and potentially hair 
salons, gyms, hotels and 
motels.

Supervisor Damon Con-
nolly said he didn’t un-
derstand why hair salons 
couldn’t be reopened by this 
weekend as well.

Willis said cutting hair 
is inherently more risky 
because it requires close 
proximity over a pro-

tracted period of time. He 
said under current state 
rules, Marin would be re-
quired to get a variance to 
open hair salons and in-
door dining at the end of 
June. He said it is unclear 
whether the state will is-
sue such a variance due to 
the county’s high numbers.

In addition to its ris-
ing number of new cases, 
Marin has the fourth high-
est transmission rate of 
any county in California. 
For every person who be-
comes infected, more than 
one person becomes in-
fected.

“I’m very concerned that 
we don’t actually have a 
strategy now for protect-
ing the public health from 
COVID-19,” Mimi Willard, 
president of the Coalition 
of Sensible Taxpayers, said 
during the meeting’s public 
comment period. “It seems 

to me we’ve given up. We’re 
going to Sweden’s strategy, 
which is kind of every man 
fends for himself.”

Willis said, “There are no 
risk-free options available.”

Following the supervi-
sors meeting, Willis learned 
that the first general popu-
lation inmate at San Quen-
tin State Prison had tested 
positive for COVID-19.

On Monday, California 
Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation officials 
confirmed that 15 inmates 
transferred from the Cali-
fornia Institution for Men 
in Chino to San Quentin 
on May 30 had tested pos-
itive for the virus. The offi-
cials said the inmates, part 
of a group of 121 inmates 
transferred from the Chino 
prison, had been kept sepa-
rate from the general pop-
ulation of the prison.

Willis, who has been ad-

vising San Quentin on how 
to respond to the outbreak, 
said the new inmate to test 
positive is one of a group 
of general population in-
mates who have shown 
possible COVID-19 symp-
toms since the transfer 
took place. He said all of 
the general population in-
mates showing symptoms 
have been quarantined 
within the prison.

Willis said the inmates 
from the Chino prison 
should have been tested 
prior to their transfer but 
weren’t tested until after 
they arrived.

Willis said the latest 
tally of Marin’s confirmed 
COVID-19 cases — 625 as 
of Tuesday — included the 
15 San Quentin cases. But 
he said he will likely be-
gin tabulating the num-
bers separately to avoid 
confusion.

Chief
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Trustees voted 4-to-1 
Monday on two resolutions 
for the classified layoffs at 
both the elementary schools 
and the high schools. 
Trustee Greg Knell voted no 
on both resolutions, saying 
that the current national 
unrest over police brutality 
and racial injustice was not 
a time to take actions that 
affected workers of color in 
the district.

“This looks horrible in 
the middle of Black Lives 
Matter to wipe out every 
black employee in the dis-
trict,” he said. “It looks like 
we singled out black people 
— that was not the intent, 
but that’s the effect.”

Amy Baer, assistant su-
perintendent, said the move 
to issue mandated 60-day 
layoff notices was to pre-
pare for a “worst-case sce-
nario” of total distance 
learning in the fall. If in-
struction is 100% remote, 
then many jobs that involve 
students and staff being 
present in school would ei-
ther not be needed or would 
have to be retooled.

Classified union con-
tracts make it difficult to 
rewrite job descriptions, 
Baer said.

“This is not about lack 
of budget funds — this is 
about lack of work,” she 
said.

Once the district knows 
the format for reopening in 
the fall, classified employ-

ees could be 
called back 
a c c or d i n g 
to seniority. 
The district 
wil l work 
with Cali-
fornia State 
Employees 
Association 

union representatives over 
the next 60 days to create 
the job descriptions to fit 
what is needed, she said.

Union leader Katina Pan-
tazes told the board that 
the discussions with clas-
sified workers should have 
come first before announc-
ing mass layoffs. The union 
and the district could have 
negotiated a new memo-
randum of understanding 
before laying off everyone, 
she said.

“Why lay off 60 people 
if you’re going to call back 
50?” she said, calling the de-
cision premature.

Pantazes said if schools 
reopen next year with stu-
dents in small cohorts, “the 
district will need more em-
ployees, not fewer.”

“By proceeding with lay-
offs before the determina-
tion has been made, the dis-
trict will likely lose many 
of its classified employees, 
wasting the community’s 
long-term investment in 
schools,” she said.

District staffers said they 
needed to be able to nego-
tiate without being bound 
by union contracts. School 
starts on Aug. 20, so the 60-
day notice could not be put 
off until later this month, 
they said.

At issue are the equiva-
lent of 76.4 full-time jobs 
in the elementary schools 
and the equivalent of 30.2 
full-time jobs in the high 
schools — for a total reduc-
tion of the equivalent of 
106.6 full-time jobs across 
both sections, affecting 142 
actual employees.

On Monday, almost two 
dozen employees pleaded 
for the San Rafael board 
to reconsider, saying that 
the stress of not knowing if 
they will have a job in the 
fall was an unfair burden.

Several noted that they 
were on the “front lines” 
of the response to the coro-
navirus, feeding hundreds 
of students and their fami-
lies, making scores of phone 
calls to students who had 
lost touch with the class-
room, answering questions 
from parents and generally 
making sure that distance 
learning was successful.

“Do you know what we 
have done at the schools?” 
said Brenda Rivera-Ca-
marera. “We’ve been setting 
up Google meetings, we’ve 
been making sure everyone 
was fed, we’ve been reach-
ing out to everyone.”

Some workers said they 
have lost trust in Hoge-
boom’s earlier pledge to 
move the district toward 
more equity.

“What’s happening to 
your equity now?” said Er-
ica Guagenti. “This is not 
equity. I’m so disheart-
ened.”

Hogeboom said while it 
seemed that classified work-
ers were being targeted, the 

timelines for such decisions 
were governed by state law. 
Classified workers may be 
laid off with 60 days no-
tice, but teachers or other 
certificated employees must 
be given a layoff warning by 
March 15 of the prior year.

“This is a brutal de-
cision,” Hogeboom said 
Monday after the votes. 
“It might look heartless, 
but it’s not premature. It 
might look Draconian, and 
it might not look equitable. 
But sometimes, our hands 
are tied.”

“It’s not about not appre-
ciating people,” he added. 
“We do know all these faces. 
We just have to be able to 
recraft these positions — 
and we don’t have that flex-
ibility now.”

Pantazes said the uncer-
tainty of the district’s bud-
get situation and how much 
revenue will come from the 
state was underlying the 
layoffs. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
is scheduled to release a re-
vised state budget in Au-
gust, well after the San Ra-
fael district approves its fi-
nal 2020-21 budget on June 
22.

“We will not know what 
the actual revenue will be 
until the release of the Au-
gust revise, after the state 
has received taxes on July 
15,” Pantazes said. “Until 
then, I feel both San Ra-
fael City Schools and Miller 
Creek School District are 
rushing to create confusion, 
upset and income instabil-
ity within the classified em-
ployees, based entirely on 
an economic projection.”

Schools
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Hogeboom

“Falconry is an ancient 
art and the most regulated 
sport. All I wanted to do 

is protect birds of prey,” 
he said.

“This is not about me 
at all — this is about the 
bird,” Drever said. “I don’t 
want to make it difficult 
for the city. I just wanted 
to house the bird legally.”

Falcon
FROM PAGE 3

She said she hopes white 
parents in Mill Valley can 
teach their children how to 
interact with people of color 
instead of stereotypes they 
see in mainstream media.

Mikayla Williams, a ju-
nior at Tamalpais High 
School, was a lead organizer 
for a Marin City protest 
this month that attracted 
more than 1,000 people. 
Like many black students in 
Marin, she said she felt like 
she was drowning in sea of 
unfamiliar, white faces.

McEntee’s apology was 
not sincere, Williams said. 
While she is grateful that 
people are speaking out, she 
said she can’t help but think 
some white activists are not 
addressing the roots of rac-
ism in their communities.

“If they are going to be an-
gry at anyone in their com-
munity they should be angry 
at the schools and at them-
selves because they didn’t 
teach their children to be 
around people of color, how 
to make friends and how to 
talk to people of color.”

Like Haynesworth, she 
said she has often been the 
victim of stereotypes and ig-
norant comments by white 
students. She said it’s be-
cause Marin is cut off from 
public transportation.

“They’ve been the Marin 
bubble for so long all they 
know is Marin City,” she 
said. “That’s the only glimpse 
of people of color and black 
culture they have. It’s sad 
they don’t go across the 
bridge and I don’t mean the 
Golden Gate Bridge. I mean 
the Richmond bridge, over 
to Oakland and Richmond 
to see culture.”

Councilman Urban Car-
mel, who along with City 
Manager Alan Piombo ad-
dressed the death of George 
Floyd at the June 1 meet-
ing, said this is an opportu-
nity to create a more diverse 
community in Mill Valley 
through affordable housing 
and public transportation 
projects.

“We will try to make it as 
affordable and accessible as 
we can and do our part of 
creating diversity and in-
clusivity,” he said. “We will 
never get that as long as we 
don’t have more people of 
color living in our commu-

nity.”
He said residents in Mill 

Valley have halted many in-
frastructure and housing 
projects that would promote 
diversity in the predomi-
nantly white city. The last 
affordable housing complex 
was the Pickleweed complex 
in front of Tam High, built in 
the 1980s.

“There is a silver lining to 
this,” Carmel said. “The peo-
ple in the community, the 
NIMBYs who come out and 
opposed these actions in the 

past will probably not be suc-
cessful the next time.”

Wickham said he’s never 
seen a similar public out-
cry in the city. He said he 
was moved by the commu-
nity rallying together to de-
nounce complacency when 
it comes to racial injustice.

“I think this has been a 
good starting point to really 
have a serious discussion on 
the topic and how to become 
more collaborative, respect-
ful and emphatic of issues 
the black population has 
dealt with for decades upon 
decades,” Wickham said.

He said he will recom-
mend removing the policy 
McEntee referred to that re-
stricts the council from ad-
dressing national issues in 
open time.

Carmel agreed, saying re-
moving the policy will pre-
vent future councils from in-
terpreting it as an excuse to 
not speak on social issues.

“We have a policy that is 
outdated,” he said. “Black 
Lives Matter is of local in-
terest. Sure it’s national in 
nature but it has a local 
nexus. We must remember 
that for better or worse we 
are a mouthpiece for our 
community.”

Council
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ALAN DEPP — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

College of Marin nursing student Adam Nooe prepares to administer coronavirus tests 
at a county field station in March. As of this week, the county has documented more 
than 600 infections. 

“We have a policy 
that is outdated. 
Black Lives 
Matter is of local 
interest. Sure 
it’s national in 
nature but it has 
a local nexus. We 
must remember 
that for better or 
worse we are a 
mouthpiece for 
our community.”
— Councilman Urban Carmel
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By Keri Brenner
kbrenner@marinij.com 
@KeriWorks on Twitter

The Mill Valley City Council 
unanimously agreed this week to 
respond to the Black Lives Matter 

movement, saying 
it was a “national 
issue with a local 
nexus” and thus 
worthy of strong 
public expressions 
of solidarity and 
concerted action.

“If it’s a local 
nexus, then we 
have the time,” 

said Councilman Urban Carmel 
at an online meeting Monday be-
fore about 300 people on con-
nected devices. “When it’s impor-
tant, we should make a comment 
about it. We should be the mouth-
piece for the community.”

After five hours of testimony 
and discussion, council members 
also unanimously agreed to keep 
Mayor Sashi McEntee in her top 
role with the city. That was even 
though they agreed that she had 
“made a mistake” in a comment 
to a constituent who asked at the 
council’s June 1 meeting how Mill 
Valley would respond to the na-
tionwide Black Lives Matter pro-
tests. McEntee responded by say-
ing, “It is a council policy that we 

MILL VALLEY

Council backs 
mayor after 
furor on race
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Bill Johnson, head of PG&E Corp., 
lowers his head in a Chico courtroom 
Tuesday after admitting the 
company’s guilt in the Camp wildfire.

By Michael Liedtke
The Associated Press

Pacific Gas & Electric con-
fessed Tuesday to killing 84 
people in one of the most dev-
astating wildfires in recent U.S. 
history during a dramatic court 
hearing punctuated by a prom-
ise from the company’s outgo-
ing CEO that the nation’s larg-
est utility will never again put 
profits ahead of safety. PG&E 
CEO Bill Johnson made the 

roughly 170-mile journey from 
the company’s San Francisco 
headquarters to a Butte County 
courthouse to plead guilty to 
84 felony counts of involuntary 
manslaughter stemming from 
a November 2018 wildfire ig-
nited by the utility’s crumbling 
electrical grid. The blaze nearly 
wiped out the entire town of 
Paradise and drove PG&E into 
bankruptcy early last year. 

Besides the mass deaths it 
caused, PG&E also pleaded 

guilty to one felony count of un-
lawfully starting a fire as part of 
an agreement with District At-
torney Mike Ramsey.

 As Butte County Superior 
Court Judge Michael Deems 
read the names of each victim, 
Johnson acknowledged the hor-
rific toll of PG&E’s history of 
neglect while solemnly staring 
at photos of each dead person 
shown on a screen set up in the 
courtroom.

BUTTE COUNTY

PG&E admits killing 84 people in fire

By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com 
@HalsteadRichard on Twitter

Marin County will seek a vari-
ance to allow it to reopen busi-
nesses faster than the state is rec-
ommending.

Marin Public Health Officer 
Dr. Matt Willis told supervisors 
Tuesday that it is now possible for 
Marin to qualify for a state vari-
ance because the state has changed 
its criteria for issuing the excep-
tions.

Willis said that by the end of 
the month he expects to approve 
the reopening of restaurants of-
fering indoor dining, hair salons, 
gyms, hotel-motels, short-term 
rentals, camping and kindergar-
ten through 12th-grade schools. He 
said the state would not allow the 
reopening of any of these sectors at 
that time without a variance.

Previously, to receive a variance, 
counties had to meet specific crite-
ria to demonstrate the requested 
reopening wouldn’t pose undue 
risk.

“You had to qualify based on 
a certain number of cases per 
100,000 residents over a certain 
period of time, a certain number 
of deaths, and other metrics,” Wil-
lis said.

A spike in the number of Marin 
residents testing positive for CO-
VID-19 over recent weeks had 
made it impossible for the county 
to qualify for the variance.

CORONAVIRUS

County to 
ask state 
for faster 
reopening
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Dexamethasone reduced 
deaths 35% in patients who 
needed breathing machines, 
researchers say. PAGE A8 

CORONAVIRUS

Drug offers hope amid 
increase in infections

Federal authorities allege 
Steven Carrillo had ties to the 
right-wing anti-government 
“boogaloo” movement. PAGE A2 

OAKLAND

Airman charged with 
killing federal officer

By Adrian Rodriguez
arodriguez@marinij.com 
@adrianrrodri on Twitter

An explosion and fire ripped 
through buildings in downtown 
Stinson Beach on Tuesday, leav-
ing a field of debris in the street 
and rattled nerves throughout 
the community.

The incident was reported at 
8:42 a.m. at the Oceanic Realty 
office at 3470 Shoreline High-
way, said Laine Hendricks, 
spokeswoman for the Marin 
County Fire Department.

The explosion is believed to 
have originated in the upstairs 
portion of the building. The 
cause is under investigation.

Authorities shut down High-
way 1 and tended to two peo-
ple who suffered minor inju-
ries. Both declined medical 
treatment and were released at 
the scene. One was an employee 
of the real estate office and the 

other was a resident of a neigh-
boring apartment, Hendricks 
said.

The real estate office and 
the building next door at 3468 
Shoreline Highway, which 
houses a law office, were de-
stroyed. Meristem Flowers at 
3472 Shoreline Highway and the 
Sand Dollar restaurant at 3458 
Shoreline Highway were dam-
aged, Hendricks said.

The roof of the realty office 
was blown off onto Shoreline 
Highway, which was littered 
with debris.

The California Highway Pa-
trol shut down the road through 
town to clean up the mess as 
firefighters put out the blaze.

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. 
crews de-energized power in 
the area to allow authorities to 
investigate the cause of the ex-
plosion.

Jeff Morrison lives in a cabin 
directly behind the realty office.

“I was just sitting at my table 
eating breakfast and looking out 
the window when I just saw ev-
erything blow up,” he said. “It 
just exploded to pieces — every-
thing flying everywhere.”

Morrison said shattered glass 
sprayed onto his deck and the 
stairs leading up to his home. 
He ran outside to see the dam-
age.

WEST MARIN

Stinson Beach rocked 
by explosion and fire
Disaster injures 2, wrecks businesses, shuts highway

The explosion and fire destroyed two businesses along Shoreline Highway 
and damaged two others, according to the county fire department. 

PHOTOS BY ALAN DEP — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

Firefighters work at the disaster site in Stinson Beach on Tuesday. The cause of the explosion is under investigation. 
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THE COUNTY

Parking restrictions 
lifted in federal areas

Parking has reopened 
at many popular Golden 
Gate National Recre-
ation Area destinations in 
Marin County.

Effective Monday, park-
ing areas reopened at Ro-
deo Beach, Tennessee Val-
ley, Conzelman and Mc-
Cullough Roads, the 
Golden Gate Bridge over-
look, Fort Baker and 
Horseshoe Cove.

Several destinations in 
the area remain closed, in-
cluding Muir Woods Na-
tional Monument, the 
Marin Headlands Visi-
tor Center, the Nike Mis-
sile Site and the Point Bo-
nita Lighthouse. All picnic 
areas, campgrounds and 
Muir Beach fire pits re-
main closed.

Updates to these re-
strictions will be posted 
online at nps.gov/goga/in-
dex.htm.

NOVATO

Businesses selected 
for financial relief

Seventy-five small busi-
nesses in Novato are set 
to receive grants of up to 
$5,000 under a city pro-
gram to ease the financial 
strain caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

A committee formed by 
the City Council selected 
the businesses from a pool 
of 107 applicants. The city 
has no plans for a second 
round of funding.

The grants, provided 
through the newly created 
Novato Small Business Re-
lief Fund, were funded 
through a combination 
of local governments and 
private businesses. About 
$375,000 was raised be-
fore the donation period 
ended on June 7.

SAN ANSELMO

Detours planned in 
commercial sector

Parts of downtown will 
be closed to vehicle traffic 
and open for pedestrians, 
outdoor shopping and din-
ing this weekend to help 
businesses start to reopen.

The hours are 3 p.m. 
Friday through midnight 
Sunday. The program is 
expected to last for the 
next six months.

The area includes San 
Anselmo Avenue between 
Tunstead Avenue and Ta-
malpais Avenue and from 
the Pine Street parking lot 
to Woodland Avenue.

The project was ap-
proved by the Town Coun-
cil on June 9.
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Coronavirus data as of Tuesday for Marin and the state.
Marin confirmed cases: 772
Marin deaths: 18
Marin tests performed: 20,124
Marin hospitalizations: 55
California confirmed cases: 157,039
California deaths: 5,154
Source: Marin Health and Human Services

Coronavirus update
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Firefighters work in Stinson Beach after an explosion and fire damaged several buildings on Shoreline Highway on Tuesday. 

“It was rather shocking,” 
he said. “It was like some-
thing you would see in a 
movie. The worst thing 
was the amount of smoke 
and the flames that came 
about.”

Resident Ginny Felch, 

who lives about a half-mile 
away, said the explosion 
woke her.

“I went outside and saw 
thick black plumes of smoke 
blowing up towards our 
home,” she said. “I never 
heard anything like it. I 
thought it was a car crash 
with a tanker or something.”

Felch drove down to the 
main drag and saw the af-
termath. “I’m pretty shaken 

up,” she said.
Michelle Fox was staying 

at a home two blocks away. 
She said she thought it was 
an earthquake.

“It was brutal,” she said. 
“I saw the smoke, the re-
mains of the roof were on 
the main street. It devas-
tated the flower shop. … It 
looks like a war zone.”

Roger Mortimer of San 
Francisco was driving into 

town to surf just after the 
explosion.

“We saw what I thought 
was fog, and my daughter 
said, ‘No, that’s smoke,'” 
Mortimer said. “It was 
pretty spectacular.”

The CHP, sheriff’s dep-
uties and firefighters from 
Stinson Beach, Bolinas and 
Marin County fire depart-
ments responded to the in-
cident.

Fire
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“The variance process 
has been revised,” Wil-
lis said, “to allow counties 
that don’t meet that numer-
ical criteria to still qualify 
based on endorsing that 
they have been able to build 
the response capacity to re-
spond to case rates they’re 
experiencing.”

At their Tuesday meet-
ing, supervisors gave Wil-
lis their approval to imme-
diately apply for a variance 
under the new rules.

Marin County first di-
verged from the state’s pre-
scribed path for reopening 
at the beginning of June 
when Willis gave the green 
light for the reopening of 
outdoor dining and sum-
mer camps.

Willis said Tuesday that 
while state officials sig-
naled their willingness to 

permit these sectors to re-
open without a variance, 
they are now insisting that 
Marin secure a variance be-
fore approving more open-
ings.

Willis has said he consid-
ers it safe for the county to 
continue with the reopen-
ing process because new 
hospitalizations in Marin 
have remained relatively 
flat despite a significant 
rise in new infections.

He has attributed most 
of the new infections to an 
increase in testing. As of 
late Tuesday, 20,124 Marin 
residents had been tested 
and 3.8% were positive.

Willis told the board 
early Tuesday that the 
number of Marin hospi-
talizations had increased 
from two to nine over the 
last week while the num-
ber of confirmed cases in-
creased from 620 to 725. 
He said three of the peo-
ple hospitalized in Marin 
were transferred from out-

side the county and one was 
an inmate at San Quentin 
State Prison.

Supervisor Damon Con-
nolly asked why Marin res-
taurants that have been al-
lowed to reopen outdoor 
dining have not been per-
mitted to serve alcoholic 
beverages.

Willis said the Califor-
nia Department of Alco-
holic Beverage Control has 
denied licenses to restau-
rants in counties that lack 
a variance.

Over recent weeks, 
Connolly has repeatedly 
pressed Willis on why busi-
nesses could not reopen 
more quickly. Last week, 
Connolly said he didn’t un-
derstand why hair salons 
couldn’t be reopened by 
this week.

Willis said cutting hair 
is inherently riskier than 
most other businesses be-
cause it requires close prox-
imity over a protracted pe-
riod of time. Willis said 

then that under state rules, 
Marin would be required to 
get a variance to open hair 
salons and indoor dining.

Even as the county 
moved to accelerate its 
reopening Tuesday, Wil-
lis cautioned, “We must 
not mistake reopening for 
safety.”

Willis said the success 
of the reopening process 
depends on people show-
ing responsibility by wear-
ing masks, maintaining so-
cial distance, washing their 
hands often and taking 
other recommended pre-
cautions.

He warned that if Marin 
residents aren’t vigilant 
the number of people re-
quiring hospitalization 
could quickly exceed the 
resources of local hospitals.

Willis said on Friday the 
county will issue guidance 
recommending that peo-
ple interact in groups of 12 
or less, if they want to in-
crease socialization.

Reopen
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A review of the district’s 
staffing in 2019 and 2020 
by the consulting firm Re-
gional Governmental Ser-
vices recommended that 
Las Gallinas hire 10 new 
employees. The consult-
ing firm said managers at 
the district aren’t able to 
spend enough time on em-
ployee training and profes-
sional development due to 

the staff shortage.
“For the district to 

achieve a resilient and 
sustainable operation, the 
ability of managers to en-
gage in effective planning 
and prioritization is as 
critical as adequate num-
bers of operational staff 
to appropriately complete 
daily tasks,” the consul-
tants wrote in a report.

The district’s staff mem-
bers are set to receive a 
3.5% wage increase for 
the upcoming fiscal year, 
which was planned in a 

two-year contract negoti-
ated in 2019.

The district is also in 
the midst of renovating its 
sewage treatment plant at 
300 Smith Ranch Road in 
San Rafael. The district 
sold $41 million in bonds 
in 2017 and took out a $12 
million loan to pay for the 
estimated $51 million proj-
ect. Prinz said funding for 
the renovation has already 
been budgeted, and the 
rate hike proposal is not 
tied to the project.

By Tuesday, eight cus-

tomers had signed letters 
to the district opposing 
the rate hike. Two custom-
ers wrote a letter request-
ing a discount for low-in-
come residents.

The board is set to hold 
a public hearing on the 
proposed rate hike at its 
meeting Thursday, sched-
uled for 4:30 p.m. The 
meeting will be held online 
due to coronavirus restric-
tions. Customers can tune 
in by calling 669-900-9128, 
or using Zoom at us02web.
zoom.us/j/82258562869.

Sewer
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do not take action on issues 
that are not of immediate 
local importance.”

The exchange led to an 
uproar in the community, 
multiple attempts at ex-
plaining the comment by 
McEntee, a rally on the 
controversy, hundreds of 
comments to the city and 
two petitions with almost 
10,000 signatures each de-
manding that McEntee re-
sign or be recalled.

“She made a mistake. We 
all make mistakes,” Vice 
Mayor John McCauley said. 
“She did an excellent job to-
night conducting the meet-
ing, and now is not a time 
to dwell on this. Our ener-
gies would be better spent 
getting on with our work.”

The council voted 5-0 to 
form a task force on the is-
sue of racial injustice and 
systemic racism in the city. 
The panel, to be established 
in the coming weeks, will 
first look at the city’s police 
department policies and 
procedures and make rec-
ommendations to the coun-
cil on changes.

“The white people in Mill 
Valley need to apologize 
and acknowledge the depth 
of the pain that people of 
color have experienced 

many times over the years,” 
said John Steidinger, one 
of about 80 people who of-
fered public comments on-
line Monday and in emails 
that were read aloud by the 
city clerk.

The vote also was to re-
vamp city culture to im-
prove diversity, inclu-
sion and civic engagement 
across several city depart-
ments, including arts, rec-
reation and libraries. In 
addition, the city will 
strengthen partnerships 
with programs in Marin 
City and support educa-
tional overlap and a pos-
sible merger between Mill 
Valley School District and 
the Sausalito Marin City 
School District.

“Racism is the ugly un-
derbelly of Mill Valley,” said 
Max Perrey, another com-
menter and former City 
Council candidate. “We’re 
the most unequal county 
in the whole state.”

Other action steps ap-
proved Monday are to craft 
a public resolution of soli-
darity with the Black Lives 
Matter movement and to 
explore ways to remove or 
modify racially discrimina-
tory covenants in home and 
property deeds.

McEntee, Mill Valley’s 
first person of color to serve 
as mayor, on Monday began 
the meeting with an apol-
ogy, saying she had spent 

much time listening to 
many residents’ personal 
stories of feeling unsafe or 
not included in Mill Valley. 
She herself “did not always 
feel like I belonged here” 
because of her Sri Lankan 
heritage, she said. “I know 
what it’s like to feel invis-
ible.”

At the end of the meet-
ing, McCauley, Carmel and 
council members Jim Wick-
ham and Tricia Ossa all said 
McEntee, who has served as 
mayor only since March, de-
served a second chance and 
to be cut some slack.

“This has been a time of 
great introspection and hu-
mility,” McEntee said in re-
sponse. “Thank you for your 
compassion and understand-
ing. It will help me grow as 
mayor, and hopefully we can 
work together to mend the 
wounds in the community.”

June Cooperman, co-
founder of Mill Valley Com-
munity Action Network, said 
she was pleased the council 
met several of the demands 
the group listed in a letter 
to the council and on their 
website at mvcanorg. Those 
were to hold a town hall on 
the issue of racial injustice, 
to commit to a public resolu-
tion of solidarity and to take 
“this on in a serious way,” she 
said.

“Racial injustice and in-
equality have not been ad-
dressed historically by some 

council members,” Cooper-
man said. She said her 
group, the creator of one of 
the two petitions, would pre-
fer that the task force be a 
standing permanent com-
mission, rather than a tem-
porary panel.

“It’s so deep and so long-
term,” she said of the is-
sue. She also echoed numer-
ous comments from Mon-
day night that the task force 
should expand its review to 
include the police depart-
ment budget to see if some 
911 calls and police funding 
could be redirected to so-
cial service or mental health 
agencies.

On the issue of McEntee, 
“the jury’s still out,” Cooper-
man said.

“We think her actions will 
prove more important than 
her words,” Cooperman 
added. “We’re concerned 
that she’s only supporting 
a very narrow definition of 
government — only dealing 
with issues of local impor-
tance. We think you have to 
deal with larger issues and 
values, like other cities do.”

Celimene and Alvaro Pas-
tor, a mixed-raced Mill Val-
ley couple with four chil-
dren, said Tuesday that al-
though they appreciated 
the support for Black Lives 
Matter voiced by residents, 
they were “disappointed 
that none of the City Council 
members brought up the is-

sue of police accountability.”
“We submitted a request 

that the police union con-
tract be made public and it 
was ignored,” they said in a 
joint email Tuesday. “These 
contracts often protect po-
lice in a way that allows 
them to operate with im-
punity — and as parents of 
four black children, we want 
to know how the police will 
be held accountable for their 
misconduct.”

The Pastors added they 
were not impressed with 

McEntee’s leadership role 
on this issue.

“Mayor McEntee had little 
to contribute to this discus-
sion, which leads us to be-
lieve she is very misinformed 
and ill-equipped to lead this 
community,” the Pastors 
said. “She contributed by 
proposing police ride-alongs 
… really? The mayor should 
know this has never been 
effective at changing police 
behavior and shows that she 
is clearly not the leader we 
need at this time.”

Council
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By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com

The Marin Agricultural Land 
Trust has returned $833,250 that 
Marin County gave it to preserve 
a tract in West Marin.

MALT used the money to help 
it purchase a $1.66 million ag-
ricultural easement on the 326-
acre Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch in 
2017. The county asked MALT for 
a refund after the trust said it had 
failed to disclose a property ap-
praisal that would have reduced 
the grant.

“We just thought the right 
thing to do was to ask for the 
money back,” said Max Korten, 
Marin County’s director of parks 
and open space.

The return of the money did 

not affect the easement. 
The county money came from 

Measure A sales tax revenue. 
As approved by Marin voters in 
2012, 20% of Measure A funds 
must be used for the protection 
of farmland at risk of subdivision 
or development in order to pre-
serve Marin’s working farms and 
ranches.

The county is expecting a sharp 
drop in Measure A revenue in 
2020-21 because of the coronavi-
rus emergency.

“As part of a recent review of 
easement transactions, MALT 
staff noted that two sepa-
rate appraisals were obtained 
to determine the valuation of 
the Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch 
easement,” the trust said in a 
statement. “This property was at 

high risk of conversion to non-
agricultural use given its loca-
tion. Because the initial draft 
valuation for the easement was 
well below comparable values 
for MALT projects, MALT ob-
tained a second appraisal and 
ultimately used the higher ap-
praisal to value the easement.”

However, MALT’s application 
to the Marin County for Measure 
A funds neglected to mention the 
first appraisal.

MALT said its staff did not in-
clude the earlier appraisal be-
cause it was not mandated. MALT 
said the county’s application form 
for Measure A forms requires ap-
plicants only to include a valid ap-
praisal to establish the valuation 
of a conservation easement.

WEST MARIN

Land trust returns $833,250 
to county over appraisal gap
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A car drives along Novato Boulevard next to land protected by the Marin Agricultural Land Trust near Point 
Reyes-Petaluma Road west of Novato.

By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

The Mill Valley City Council 
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion this week against racism 
and inequity, but some critics 
dismissed it as a weak gesture.

The resolution is the latest 
move by the city since a fu-
ror over a comment by Mayor 
Sashi McEntee during a coun-
cil meeting last month. When 
asked what the city is do-
ing “to show that black lives 
matter,” McEntee said it was 
against city policy to “take ac-
tion on issues that are not of 
immediate local importance.”

The new resolution, ad-
opted at the council’s meeting 
on Monday night, was drafted 
with the aim of “stating Black 
Lives Matter, affirming racial 
equity is a matter of local im-
portance, and committing to 
developing a plan towards a 
diverse, inclusive, and wel-
coming community.”

The resolution also said the 
city is “appalled” by the death 
of George Floyd, the man 
whose lethal arrest in Min-
nesota in May set off protests 
around the world.

“Over 200 community 
members called, emailed or 
joined us via video conferenc-
ing to share their concerns 
and ideas,” said McEntee said 
Monday. “We have heard the 
stories, we have heard the 
pain and we have heard the 
concerns. Now it is time to 
act.”

About a dozen people called 
into the meeting to support 
the resolution but criticize its 

language as vague or hollow.
“I see a very performa-

tive piece of jargon here that 
seems like it’s just for you,” 
said Elias Karkabi, a Fairfax 
resident. “I’m not sure what 
you’re doing. You know, what 
really stands out is where you 
say Mill Valley residents have 
‘historically supported work-
ing towards a diverse, inclu-
sive and welcoming com-
munity.’ I mean, that’s just 
nonsense. That’s just white-
washing.”

“When someone is extra-
judicially killed by a group of 
people, that is murder,” Kark-
abi added. “And there’s an-
other word for it, which is 
pretty pertinent, it’s lynching.”

Todd Carney, a Mill Valley 
resident, said the language is 
dishonest because the city has 
a history of redlining housing 
based on race and income. He 
added that the lack of afford-
able housing still makes it dif-
ficult for Black, Indigenous 
and people of color to move 
into Mill Valley.

“I think this should be a mo-
ment of reckoning and of own-
ing up to our history,” Carney 
said. “It doesn’t really do us 
any service to cover that up 
and whitewash that history.

“And discovering any sort 
of path forward is going to 
have to involve going through 
that ugly history and saying, 
OK. Yeah. This was something 
that happened 60 years ago, 
70 years ago, and we know 
we can’t let happen again 
and we’re going to be explicit 
about why it won’t.”

CITY COUNCIL

Mill Valley OKs  
measure against 
racism, inequity
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THE COUNTY

Noted Marin lawyers 
named to state panel

The Supreme Court of 
California has appointed 
two Marin legal figures to 
a panel on discrimination 
in jury selection.

The group will study 
potential measures to 
counteract bias, includ-
ing diversity in jury pools 
and changes to jury in-
structions.

The group consists of 11 
state judges, including re-
tired Supreme Court jus-
tice Kathryn Werdegar of 
Ross. The court also ap-
pointed five lawyers in an 
advisory capacity, includ-
ing Marin County Public 
Defender Jose Varela.

The court announced 
the appointments on 
Monday.

NOVATO

San Marin project 
clears city board

The city Design Review 
Commission has recom-
mended that the city ap-
prove a six-home devel-
opment in the San Marin 
neighborhood.

The Comstock Com-
mons proposal calls for 
live-work units up to 27 
feet high at the south-
east corner of San Marin 
Drive and San Andreas 
Drive.

The commission 
cleared the project in a 
4-0 vote at its meeting 
on Wednesday, said Vivek 
Damodaran, a city plan-
ner. One commissioner 
was absent.

Vegetation fire 
burns near landfill

Firefighters are in-
vestigating a vegetation 
fire Tuesday at the Red-
wood Landfill near High-
way 101.

The fire was reported 
shortly before 2 p.m., 
fire Battalion Chief Jeff 
Whittet said. He said the 
fire burned less than an 

acre.
No injuries or damaged 

buildings were reported.

SAN RAFAEL

Police to upgrade 
911 calling system

The City Council has 
authorized police Chief 
Diana Bishop to use a 
$287,000 grant to up-
grade the police depart-
ment’s 911 emergency 
calling system.

The council approved 
the move Monday. The 
new system, which is 
equipped with 911 tex-
ting, will replace a system 
installed in 2013.

The grant was awarded 
by the California 9-1-1 
Emergency Communica-
tions Branch. The system 
from AT&T is expected to 
cost $283,371, according 
to a staff report.
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By Adrian Rodriguez
arodriguez@marinij.com

The wind-whipped, 
9-acre fire burning in the 
Point Reyes National Sea-
shore has been 75% con-
tained, the Marin County 
Fire Department said Tues-
day.

Fifteen firefighters, in-
cluding one Inverness fire 
engine company and the 

12-member Tam Crew, were 
working Tuesday to put out 
hot spots, Marin County fire 
Batallion Chief Chris Marti-
nelli said.

No structures were 
threatened. No injuries have 
been reported.

The Pierce Fire, between 
Tomales Point and White 
Gulch, was reported at 
about 3 p.m. Monday.

A total of 35 firefighters, 

including two helicopters 
dropping buckets of water, 
worked to control the blaze. 
The crews started on the 
hill pushing fire toward the 
beach.

“The remote location 
made it difficult to access,” 
Martinelli said, noting that 
the bay side of the fire was a 
cliff. There are beaches but 
they are only accessible by 
boat, he said: “Our engines 

had to be boated in from the 
other side of the bay.”

Martinelli said the fire 
appears to have been orig-
inated by the water.

There were no reports of 
fireworks in the area at the 
time the fire started, he said.

“The cause is undeter-
mined, but it’s likely human-
caused,” Martinelli said, 
noting there are no utility 
lines in the area.

REMOTE LOCATION

Point Reyes 9-acre fire 75% contained

“While MALT followed 
the letter of the county’s re-
quirements for Measure A 
applications in this trans-
action, the recent follow up 
with the county was to en-
sure that all parties agreed 
MALT also adhered to 
the spirit of those require-
ments,” said Jamison Watts, 
MALT’s executive director.

“While many staff and 
the board of directors are in-
volved in every transaction,” 
Watts said, “as MALT’s exec-
utive director, I take full re-
sponsibility for this Measure 
A application.”

Asked what prompted the 
review that turned up the 
failure to disclose the lower 
appraisal, MALT said it is 
standard practice for trusts 
accredited by the Land 

Trust Alliance — a nonprofit 
based in Washington, D.C. — 
to periodically review ease-
ment acquisitions. The trust 
noted it will be seeking re-
accreditation in 2021.

In an email, Bruce Run-
nels, chairman of the alli-
ance’s accreditation com-
mission, wrote, “To renew, 
an accredited land trust vol-
untarily submits to an exter-
nal, independent review of 
their practices by the com-
mission.”

The initial appraisal val-
ued the easement at $1.13 
million. Under that scenario, 
the county’s 50% match 
would have amounted 
to $567,500, more than 
$265,750 less than under 
the second appraisal of $1.66 
million.

The second appraisal 
was done by John Bouyea of 
John Bouyea and Associates. 
MALT won’t say who did the 
initial appraisal.

“It is MALT’s policy not 
to discuss draft appraisals,” 
the trust wrote in a state-
ment.

Regarding the reason 
for the second appraisal, 
MALT wrote that its “staff 
and board were concerned 
that offering a conserva-
tion easement purchase 
price well below appropri-
ate market valuation for 
the easement would have 
left that property at risk of 
development.”

To date, not counting the 
Dolcini-Beltrametti Ranch 
easement, MALT has been 
awarded about $13.2 million 
in Measure A funds to pro-
tect 11 farms and ranches 
covering 6,692 acres.

MALT said that while 
there have been other ease-
ments that were supported 
in part by Measure A funds 
where more than one ap-
praisal was commissioned, 
in those cases the terms of 

the easement were modified 
or the earlier appraisal was 
out of date.

“I appreciate MALT com-
ing forward to let us know 
about this,” Korten said. 
“We don’t have any indica-
tion this is a pattern or that 
MALT has done this in other 
circumstances.”

The county is updating 
its guidelines to require the 
disclosure of any appraisal 
work produced within a 
24-month window prior to 
an application for Measure 
A funds.

“We want to ensure that 
the county has all the infor-
mation necessary to make 
a well-informed decision,” 
Korten said.

In a statement, MALT 
said it “has taken this op-
portunity to review its pol-
icies and procedures and 
make required updates to 
ensure a similar situation 
does not arise in the future.”

MALT
FROM PAGE 3

Councilman Urban Car-
mel motioned to reword 
the resolution to describe 
Floyd’s death as a murder. 
He also sought a rewrite of 
Section 6, which describes 
how the city has “histori-
cally supported” diversity 
and equity.

Carmel said the section 
should read: “Mill Valley 
has historically not fulfilled 
its stated intent to create a 
diverse, inclusive and wel-
coming community for peo-
ple of all racial and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds, includ-
ing those who live, work and 
attend school and visit Mill 
Valley.”

The council agreed and 
passed the amended reso-
lution.

Councilman Jim Wick-
ham, who was raised in 
Mill Valley and worked as 
a city police officer for 37 
years, said the resolution 
needs more work. He said 
he hopes the city’s emerg-
ing “diversity equity inclu-
sion task force” can come 
up with changes that lead 
to definitive actions.

“I’m very supportive of 
this resolution here in this 
working document,” Wick-
ham said. “It’s going to take 
more than five of us. It is 
going to take all of us, the 
whole community, to resolve 
all of these issues.”

Many people were also 
concerned the city has not 
yet provided clear details 

about the timeline, mem-
bership and stipend for the 
task force.

The city has received 
more than 35 emails from 
people interested in joining 
the committee, and a work-
ing group is meeting later 
this week to discuss the de-
tails, said Linn Walsh, se-
nior management analyst.

“Once formed, the task 
force meetings will be open 
to the public,” Walsh said. 
“So there will be transpar-
ency and many additional 
opportunities to contrib-
ute.”

She added that the city is 
looking for a facilitator to 
advise on the process and 
the appropriate number of 
members for the panel.

Alan Piombo, the city 
manager, said the city has 

earmarked $30,000 so far to 
support the committee.

“Whether that be for a fa-
cilitator, venues, etc., it’s just 
a placeholder for the coun-
cil and task force direction,” 
he said.

Margaret Fisher, 70, a 
Mill Valley resident, said 
the council should attach a 
stipend to the panel’s mem-
bership to include working-
class people from low-in-
come communities who can-
not afford to volunteer time.

“So that it can be actu-
ally realistic and represent 
the people that we’re say-
ing we’re trying to include,” 
Fisher said.

She suggested the city use 
money from the police de-
partment’s budget.

“It seems like perfect use 
of that funding,” she said.

Racism
FROM PAGE 3

Coronavirus data as of Tuesday for Marin County.
Confirmed cases: 1,512
Deaths: 20
Tests performed: 34,406
Total hospitalizations: 70
Current hospitalizations: 37
Recovered: 1,096
San Quentin cases: 1,369
Source: Marin County Health and Human Service

Marin coronavirus update 
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By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

About 50 protesters demand-
ing action on racial justice dem-
onstrated outside Mill Valley City 
Hall on Monday as Mayor Sashi 
McEntee and city staff held a City 
Council meeting inside.  

The organizers, Marin Youth 
for Justice, projected a livestream 
of the meeting onto a screen and 
encouraged protesters to call in to 
provide public comment.

“What you’ve been doing is 
completely unacceptable,” Eric 
Martini, 21, a member of the 
group, told the council. “You’ve 
not been treating your constitu-
ents with respect. You have not 
been listening to what we have 

to say even when we shut down 
the street.

“And we will do it again if you 
continue to ignore us. We’ll con-
tinue to make your lives as public 
servants miserable until you lis-
ten to the people.”

Many who called in demanded 
that the council expedite the for-
mation of the “Diversity Inclusion 
Equity Task Force,” make it a per-
manent commission and include 
a Black Lives Matter item at ev-
ery meeting.

Throughout the meeting, 
chants of “Black Lives Matter” 
could be heard on the livestream 
broadcast during the council’s 
discussion.

“We hear you guys, we know 
what’s going on and we appre-

ciate it,” said Councilman Jim 
Wickham, who participated in 
the meeting remotely. “And I feel 
we can be a little bit faster. We’re 
going to work on this, but thank 
you for your participation and for 
being involved.”

Some commenters also ques-
tioned the appointment of former 
police chief Alan Piombo to city 
manager. The council said that af-
ter a lengthy search he was found 
to be the most qualified for the job.

“When it came right down to 
it, it was a unanimous decision,” 
said Councilman Urban Carmel. 
“There was no deliberation about 
whether this was the right move 
or not. We all felt very comfort-
able with Alan.”

MILL VALLEY PROTEST

Youth group demands action 
from council on racial justice

TOMMY STEEL — MARIN YOUTH FOR JUSTICE

Protesters seeking racial justice gather on the lawn outside Mill Valley City Hall during the City Council 
meeting on Monday.

By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com

Seven investors in a troubled 
Novato fund are suing in fed-
eral court in an effort to salvage 
their money.

The investors claim stakes of 
$100,000 to $3.3 million with 
Professional Investors Secu-
rity Fund Inc. and an affiliated 
company, Professional Finan-
cial Investors Inc.

The U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission started in-
vestigating both companies af-
ter the death of their founder, 
Kenneth Casey, in May. A law 
firm managing the post-death 
transition reported financial ir-
regularities to the SEC.

Casey, who was a prominent 
Marin business figure, cam-
paign contributor and philan-
thropist, was convicted of sev-
eral counts of tax evasion and 
fraud charges in the late 1990s.

The seven investors filed 
petitions seeking involuntary 
bankruptcy proceedings on 
July 16. That was two days af-
ter Michael Hogan, a restruc-
turing specialist hired to man-
age the companies during the 
SEC probe, informed more than 
1,000 investors that there will 
likely be “insufficient equity 
to permit the return of all the 
principal” to some of them.

In earlier correspondence, 
Hogan warned clients of “se-
rious misconduct” at the com-
panies and said the recovery of 
their investments could occur 
on two paths: bankruptcy or re-
ceivership.

The companies were mar-
keted as a leading commer-
cial real estate owner in Marin 

County, with nearly 600,000 
square feet of commercial 
warehouse and office space. 
The purported holdings also in-
cluded nearly 1,000 apartments 
across 30 properties in Marin 
and southern Sonoma counties.

The launch of the SEC inves-
tigation resulted in the suspen-
sion of new investment and in-
terest payments, leaving many 
investors uncertain of whether 
they will recover their money.

The petition for involuntary 
bankruptcy was filed in the U.S. 
District Court of Northern Cali-
fornia. Four of the investors are 
listed as Marin County resi-
dents. Court records indicate 
that at least two other investors 
have filed joinders since then.

The investors’ attorney, 
Debra Grassgreen, declined to 
comment.

The petition gives the com-
pany 21 days to consent to or 
contest the bankruptcy filing. 
In a letter on Friday, Hogan 
told investors that he is “work-
ing with the companies’ re-
structuring team to evaluate 
an appropriate response.”

“Our decision-making re-
mains driven by a desire to 
achieve the best possible out-
come under the circumstances 
for the investors,” he wrote.

A lawyer representing the 
company, Eric Sternberger, de-
clined to comment Tuesday and 
deferred to Hogan’s letter.

Separately, another inves-
tor has filed a class-action law-
suit in Marin County Superior 
Court. Susan Aiken, who is not 
a party to the federal case, al-
leges the companies commit-
ted securities fraud.

NOVATO FUND

Investors trying 
to recover money 
file federal suit
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Ride service available 
for Medi-Cal patients

Whistlestop has launched 
a new service offering Medi-
Cal patients rides to routine 
medical appointments.

The service seeks to help 
patients overcome trans-
portation barriers, which 
can often result in missed 
medical appointments such 
as dialysis treatment, pre-
ventive care appointments, 
substance abuse treatment 
and dental and vision care.

To qualify for the service, 
a rider must be enrolled in 
Medi-Cal and must have a 
physical or mental condi-
tion that can inhibit use of 
other modes of transpor-
tation. The rider must also 
have received authorization 
to use the service through a 
medical provider.

More information is avail-
able by calling 415-454-0964 
or emailing medical@whis-
tlestop.org.

CORTE MADERA

Drive-in movies 
planned at mall

The Lark Theater has 
partnered with the Village at 
Corte Madera shopping mall 
to offer drive-in movies each 
weekend through the fall.

The movies at the mall 
parking lot will be available 
from Thursday through Sat-
urday night, starting this 
week.

Tickets are available at 
larktheater.net for $15 for a 
driver or $30 per car, with 
no limit on passengers. The 
cost for Lark members is 
$25. The cost is $35 for tick-
ets on the day of the show.

Restaurants at mall will 
offer takeout menus for 
movie nights.

The lot opens at 7:30 p.m. 
Cars must be parked in place 
by 8:30 p.m.

SAN RAFAEL

Appointees named 
to advisory boards

The City Council has ap-
pointed two residents to 
seats on advisory boards.

The council named Cheryl 
Lentini as a trustee on the 
library board. Lentini re-
places Beverly Rose, who 
resigned. The term ends in 
April 2021.

The council also ap-
pointed Sarah Rege to a new 
term on the Design Review 
Board. Her term was expir-
ing and she was the lone ap-
plicant for the seat. The term 
ends in June 2024.

The council approved the 
appointments at its meeting 
on Monday night.

The city also plans to seek 
applicants for another De-
sign Review Board vacancy 
created by the resignation 

of Samina Saude, who was 
named to the Planning Com-
mission.

SAUSALITO

Thief loses appeal 
over court fine, fees

A convicted vehicle thief 
who challenged $370 in 
Marin County court costs 
has been rejected by a state 
appeals court.

Myles Alec Gipson, 61, 
was arrested in Sausalito 
last year after police linked 
him to a stolen Mercedes. 
He also had a stun gun, 
stolen property, drug par-
aphernalia and suspected 
burglary tools, police said.

Gipson pleaded guilty to 
vehicle theft. Judge Kelly 
Simmons sentenced him to 
prison and imposed a $300 
fine and $70 in fees.

Gipson appealed the fine 
and fees to the 1st District 
Court of Appeal in San Fran-
cisco. He claimed Simmons 
erred by presuming he could 
pay the money based on “fu-
ture prison wages,” accord-
ing to the appeals court.

In a decision released July 
15, a three-judge panel unan-
imously denied the appeal.

“The relatively short 
length of Gipson’s sentence 
does not persuade us he 
is unable to pay a total of 
$370,” Justice Barbara Jones 
wrote.

Gipson is serving his sen-
tence at San Quentin State 
Prison. He is eligible for pa-
role in September 2021.

Gipson was represented 
by the First District Appel-
late Project, an Oakland-
based nonprofit funded 
through a contract with the 
state.

In your town

Coronavirus data as of Tuesday for Marin County.
Confirmed cases: 2,336
Deaths: 34
Tests performed: 45,063
Total hospitalizations: 99
Current hospitalizations: 29
Recovered: 1,773
Source: Marin County Health and Human Services

Marin coronavirus update 

By Evan Webeck
Bay Area News Group

Is California — home to 
Tesla, solar panels galore 
and gobs of scientists — 
the green-energy paradise 
it’s made out to be? A new, 
peer-reviewed study in the 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences journal 
reinforces the idea.

Households here emit 
33% less carbon than any 
other state, while only two 
other sunbelt states con-
sume less energy, according 
to researchers at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, who ana-
lyzed the environmental im-
pact of 78% of the nation’s 
housing stock (about 93 
million homes), using 2015 
data.

San Francisco’s house-
hold emissions were nearly 
three times lower than the 
national average — 1.03 tons 
of carbon dioxide per capita 
vs. 2.83 for the U.S. — and 
lower than any other major 
city included in the research 
paper. In Los Angeles, the 

average household contrib-
uted 2.28 tons of carbon di-
oxide for the year, compared 
to 3.64 in Oklahoma City, 
3.11 in Denver and 2.69 in 
Boston.

One strong correlation to 
greenhouse gas emissions 
was geography.

Seven of the eight states 
with the lowest carbon 
emissions were in the West-
ern U.S.: California (23 car-
bon dioxide equivalents per 
square meter of a house), Or-
egon (34), Washington (34), 
Utah (34), Idaho (37) and 
Nevada (40). All eight of 
the highest-emitting states 
were in the central and 
southern parts of the coun-
try: North Dakota (74), West 
Virginia (70), Missouri (69), 
Oklahoma (67), Kansas (65), 
Iowa (64), Mississippi (63) 
and Kentucky (63).

Examining data in 8,858 
U.S. zip codes, research-
ers also found households 
in high-income neighbor-
hoods contributed 25% 
more carbon dioxide than 
households in low-income 

neighborhoods. In the Los 
Angeles metro area, for ex-
ample, the affluent Holly-
wood Hills, Brentwood and 
Sherman Oaks zip codes 
had among the most green-
house gas emissions, while 
Inglewood, Fullerton and 
Huntington Park had some 
of the lowest.

“The tendency for af-
fluence and (average floor 
space) to increase together 
is a key emissions driver for 
wealthier households,” re-
searchers wrote.

While increased density, 
commonly associated with 
a smaller carbon footprint, 
did show some correlation, 
the apparent effect from the 
income gap was far wider.

“Variation in (green-
house gas) intensity among 
the ZIP codes likely re-
flects differences in cli-
mate, building character-
istics, and carbon intensity 
of the electrical grid, such 
that the overall relation-
ship between density and 
emissions is attenuated,” 
researchers wrote.

Households in states 
with warmer climates con-
sumed less energy, mea-
sured by kilowatt hours 
per square meter. The na-
tional average is 147 kilo-
watt hours per square me-
ter, while Florida (97), Ar-
izona (103) and California 
(109) had the lowest rates 
in the nation. San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles con-
sumed even less than the 
state, at kilowatt hours per 
square meter and 103 kilo-
watt hours per square me-
ter, respectively.

Researchers began with 
the goal of identifying 
where in the nation house-
holds are likely to need 
the most aggressive ac-
tion to meet the 2025 and 
2050 goals set forth by the 
Paris Climate Agreement. 
Residential emissions ac-
count for 20% of the to-
tal in the U.S., they said, 
and would by themselves 
be the world’s sixth-larg-
est polluter of greenhouse 
gasses, on the scale of Ger-
many.

CARBON EMISSIONS

California shines in green energy

“Our overriding goal 
here is to increase the size 
of the pie if we can and 
help investors recover as 
much as their investments 
as we possibly can,” said 

Michael Schrag, a lawyer 
for Aiken.

The lawsuit names Char-
lene Albanese — Casey’s ex-
wife and a former Profes-
sional Financial Investors 
board member — as a de-
fendant. It also names the 
former company president, 
Lewis Wallach.

The complaint alleges 

the companies, Wallach 
and Albanese knowingly 
misled investors and vio-
lated the California Secu-
rities Act by failing to reg-
ister the investments as se-
curities.

Wallach and two other 
corporate officers resigned 
in June at the request of 
Hogan and Sternberger.

Hogan and Sternberger 
have both stated that Alba-
nese “had no control of and 
had not been directing the 
company or its finances” 
before Casey’s death. Al-
banese has left the board.

Wallach could not be 
reached for comment.

A hearing in the Marin 
lawsuit is set for Nov. 19.
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Piombo said the city staff 
is working on a report de-
tailing police funding com-
pared to other cities, staff 
numbers, training, policies, 
procedures and #8cantwait 
policing reform proposals. 
It will be presented to the 
council on Aug. 3.

The #8cantwait propos-
als are eight guidelines for 
cities to reduce killings by 
police. These include ban-
ning chokeholds, using guns 
only as a last resort, requir-
ing de-escalation training, 
adding a duty to intervene, 
banning shooting at mov-
ing vehicles, restricting use 
of force with clear policies 
and requiring comprehen-
sive reporting.

Mar t ini  sa id the 
#8cantwait reforms are not 
in line with the Black Lives 
Matter movement, which 
calls for the abolition of po-
lice.

“People at the forefront 
of the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement agree that 
#8cantwait is not enough,” 
he said.

Campaign Zero, the or-
ganization that created 
#8cantwait, issued an apol-
ogy for detracting from ef-
forts of the Black Lives 
Matter movement to abol-

ish police. While it said cit-
ies should adopt the policies, 
“we also believe the end goal 
for all of us should be abso-
lute liberation from polic-
ing.”

Tom Kearney, a Mill Val-
ley resident, submitted a 
comment describing an in-
cident in Mill Valley this 
month that he said exempli-
fies why defunding the po-
lice and investing in social 
workers is necessary.

Kearney said two young 
people, one brown-skinned 
and the other white, were 
parked in their driveway 

having an argument. He 
said a neighbor called the 
police, three police SUVs 
surrounded the vehicle and 
officers asked to search the 
car.

“We are living in a po-
lice state, no matter how af-
fluent and comfortable for 
some. If we want to affirm 
the rights of people of color 
this should be explicitly il-
legal,” he said. “Like shout-
ing fire in a movie theater, 
if you call the police be-
cause you’re uncomfortable 
with a Black person walking 
down your street you create 
the conditions for a disas-
ter. This is why protesters 
across the country are call-
ing to defund the police.”

Many commenters were 
concerned with the forma-
tion of the diversity commit-
tee, saying there is a lack of 
transparency.

The city is narrowing 
the search for a facilitator 
who will advise the coun-
cil on the committee’s size, 
the composition of member-
ship, the scope of its work, 
the meeting schedule and 
community outreach, said 
Linn Walsh, a city official.

Walsh said the city has re-
ceived correspondence from 
more than 50 people inter-
ested in participating on the 
committee. She added the 
facilitator will be presented 
to the public at the council’s 
next meeting.

Piombo added that the 
public can comment when 
the facilitator is introduced.

Vice Mayor John McCau-
ley said he likes the protest-
ers’ enthusiasm and is opti-
mistic about the direction 
the city is headed. He said 
the council is committed to 
Black Lives Matter policies.

As the meeting pro-
gressed, the protesters con-
tinued to call in even if the 
item did not pertain to their 
cause. During a discussion 
about sewer charges, Mc-
Cauley said the members 
of the public should respect 
the agenda and only com-
ment on the topic that is be-
ing discussed.

Two more protesters 
were cut off after the city 
attorney and McEntee ex-
plained the government 
process.

The protest was peace-
ful, but Mill Valley police 
Lt. Paul Wrapp said dem-
onstrators vandalized the 
building’s door, wall and 
bell. He said protesters 
wrote messages such as 
“City council, act like black 
and brown lives matter” 
and “Mill Valley is racist” 
in chalk, tape and perma-
nent marker.

“Most of it was in chalk 
but it’s still vandalism,” 
Wrapp said. “It will re-
quire some repair. I’m not 
sure how much it will cost 
in labor to clean it up.”
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The city is 
narrowing the 
search for a 
facilitator who 
will advise the 
council on the 
committee’s 
size, the 
composition of 
membership, 
the scope 
of its work, 
the meeting 
schedule and 
community 
outreach, said 
Linn Walsh, a 
city official.
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