
Uhrig elected mayor; Thomas, 
Infanti and Orona gain council seats

By Raiza Giorgi
publisher@santaynezvalleystar.com

 
fter a monthslong campaign to oust 
Solvang City Councilman Chris 
Djernaes, the voters of Solvang 

decided to do just that and replace him with 
former Santa Barbara County Sheriff Jim 
Thomas. 

“Former member Chris Djernaes has 
only just seen what we, the people of Sol-
vang, can do,” said Lam Johnstone, leader 
of the recall effort. “Our next step is to 
inform the FPPC of income and expendi-
tures…That will be fun.” 

The unofficial results as of Nov. 4, the 
day after the election, of all precincts 
reporting were 2,372 in favor and 356 
who voted against the recall as Djernaes’ 

Cattlewomen honoree's 
family rubbed shoulders with 

Hollywood cowboy stars

By Raiza Giorgi
publisher@santaynezvalleystar.com

 
herry Musgrove was pleasantly sur-
prised to hear her name announced as 
the 2020 Cowbelle of the Year for the 

Santa Barbara County Cattlewomen.
“When they said ‘She was also crowned 

‘Miss Panorama City’, I knew it was me be-
cause no one else knows what Panorama City 
was, it is now Van Nuys,” Musgrove laughed. 

The Santa Barbara County Cattlewomen 
are a chapter of the California Cattlewomen, 
which promotes beef and educates the public 
about it, from its nutritional benefits to the 
uses of its byproducts.

Musgrove said she grew up on a large 
ranch in what is now Van Nuys, but her par-
ents didn’t raise cows — they raised chickens 
— and she rode donkeys, not horses. 

“I loved growing up on our ranch, and my 
mom was a very well-known leather maker 
for King Western Wear in Van Nuys where 
all the famous cowboy movie stars would 
get custom belts and things made by her,” 
Musgrove said. 

Her parents were neighbors to Hollywood 
cowboy legends Roy Rogers and William 
Boyd (Hopalong Cassidy). She and other 
neighborhood kids would get paid $1 a day to 
exercise their horses, she recalled. 

“My parents were even there for Roy 
Rogers and Dale Evans wedding ceremony,” 
Musgrove said. “He gave a lot of his memo-
rabilia to my parents that they passed down 
to me.” 

After graduating from Valley College, 

Musgrove did some modeling work and had 
a few television appearances before getting 
married and having a daughter, Dawn. After 
her divorce, she spent some time single before 
meeting her late spouse Bob Musgrove. They 
became developers in the Westlake/Thousand 
Oaks area and Musgrove owned her secretari-
al business for 27 years before retiring. 

“I had 45 ladies working in executive suites 
doing secretarial work and I have always 
loved working,” Musgrove said.

They decided to retire to Santa Ynez Valley 
in 1996 because a few of their friends moved 
here and they brought a menagerie of cattle 

with them including a Watusi steer she loved. 
“I got all the reject cows and rescued them. 

They were more pets than anything,” she 
laughed. 

Musgrove decided to get involved with the 
Cattlewomen and has been in the group for 
16 years, volunteering at the Santa Barbara 
County Fair and offering her home for fund-
raisers and cooking for the four local senior 
centers. 

“I love cooking and creating fun recipes 
and seeing people enjoy them,” she said. 
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Sherry Musgrove was named the 2020 Cowbelle of the Year; she is pictured with Nicole Tomasini, last year's Cowbelle.
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"I want to thank the community for their support and belief in me 
to represent you. I am thrilled to be the next mayor of our city of 
Solvang" said Charlie Uhrig. 


