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FAIRFIELD >> More than a year af-
ter the deadliest fire in Califor-
nia’s history, the Contra Costa and 
Solano County Food Bank is still 
regularly helping local food banks 
and survivors affected by the 
blaze, organizers say, and plans 
to continue the resource-heavy 
effort as long as there is a need.

The Contra Costa and So-
lano County Food Bank, which 
serves roughly 1 in 9 residents 
in both counties, has an agree-
ment to assist Northern Califor-
nia food banks after a natural 
disaster through its membership 
with Feeding America, a national 
network of food banks. It began 
helping North County food banks 
shortly after the Camp Fire tore 
through Butte County in Novem-
ber 2018, killing 85 people and 
destroying thousands of homes, 
businesses and buildings.

The food bank provided over 
2.5 million pounds of food to 
Camp Fire survivors last year and 
distributed more than 1.3 million 
pounds of food in Butte County 
in 2018, according to communi-
cations director Lisa Sherrill. It 
now provides food for three distri-
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PARADISE >> A new method for 
clearing vegetation in Paradise 
with less waste was tested on 
the ridge Thursday.

The machine, called an air 
curtain burner, is designed to 
destroy debris and vegetation 
while releasing less smoke into 
the atmosphere. It’s designed 
to burn green waste using a 
curtain of air over the burnt 

material to hold in air partic-
ulates and smoke, according to 
Operations Manager Andrew 
Guidi of Northern Recycling 
and Waste Services.

The company was con-
tracted by the town to test out 
the burner after Cal Fire do-
nated it. Rick Carhartt of Cal 
Fire-Butte County said the 
burner is to be tested for 24 
hours by the company, at Clark 
Road and American Way, to 

DEBRIS REMOVAL

New ‘air curtain burner’ tested in Paradise
Andrew Guidi, left, 
and Rick Hunter 
observe the curtain 
burner during a 
test run Thursday 
in Paradise. If the 
test is successful, 
the machine will be 
used for clearing 
needs on the 
Paradise ridge. 
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By Jake Hutchison
jhutchison@chicoer.com

CHICO >> One person died after a 
shooting around noon Thursday 
at the Motel 6 in Chico.

A man was taken by ambulance 
to Enloe Medical Center after the 
shooting with a gunshot wound, 
according to radio traffic.

Police confirmed around 2 
p.m. that the victim died from 
his wounds.

Officers were investigating the 
scene at 665 Manzanita Court, 
said police spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Walker around 1:30 p.m.

There is no danger to the public 
at this time, Walker said. The de-
partment is asking people to stay 
away from the crime scene.

Police are looking for a suspect, 
but Walker did not give a descrip-
tion.

The Police Department put out 
a “be on the lookout” alert on the 
radio to other local agencies for 
a white, older model Ford Crown 
Victoria with spotlights.

Police are asking anyone who 
witnessed the shooting to call 
897-4911.

Contact reporter Jake Hutchison 
at 530-896-7750.
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Motel 
shooting 
claims 
man’s life
No danger to the public 
at this time, police say
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New legislation would exempt 
paper carriers and freelance 
writers from California’s broad 
new labor law. PAGE A2 

CALIFORNIA

Freelancers, newspapers 
may be exempt under bills

By Robin Epley
repley@chicoer.com

CHICO >> The city of Chico’s plan 
for district elections is extremely 
complicated, to say the least.

There’s been name-swap-
ping, line-redrawing, small 
modifications with huge ram-
ifications, and all kinds of is-
sues at stake at every City 
Council meeting since late Oc-

tober.
So it’s understandable why 

people are having a hard time 
understanding the council’s fi-
nal decision.

Here to help you make sense 
of the mess is a guide to how 
the district elections will work, 
which districts get to vote first 
and who will (likely) sit on the 
City Council at the end of this 
year is the Enterprise-Record.

Need-to-know

First, you should know that 
in order to keep the staggered 
election model, it was always go-
ing to be the case that one half 
of the city was not going to get 
to vote for their representative 
councilor, no matter what.

Chico has had staggered elec-
tions for decades, where only 
half of the council is replaced in 

any given election. Four council-
ors are leaving the dais in No-
vember, that means four dis-
tricts get to vote first. The re-
maining three districts get to 
vote in 2022.

It’s also important not to con-
flate where a current councilor 
lives with what district gets to 
vote, because even if that coun-
cilor’s term isn’t up for two 
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A COUNCIL DIVIDED, 
A CITY CONFUSED
How will Chico's new district election cycle work?
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Find out what’s going on in 
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Have a great day, subscriber 
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Local law enforcement agen-
cies are asking for the public’s 
help in finding these wanted 
individuals. PAGE A2

PUBLIC SAFETY

Be on the lookout for 
Butte’s Most Wanted

Cloudy
H: L:59 49

PAGE B6

DISTRICTS >> PAGE 4

BURNER >> PAGE 4 FOOD BANK >> PAGE 4

»    chicoer.comFriday, January 24, 2020  $1.50 FACEBOOK.COM/CHICOER TWITTER.COM/CHICOER

 

Volume 166, issue 74 0 94922 74807 2

FINALIST FOR THE 2019 PULITZER PRIZE FOR BREAKING NEWS REPORTING

We’re Open
EVERY

Saturday &
Sunday

8am-4pm.

Chico Indoor Flea Market

2347 Fair St - Chico
Behind the Chevron/Power Mart

(530) 624-0020


