
years, they weren’t voted in 
by that district.

Councilors Scott Huber 
and Kasey Reynolds, and 
Vice Mayor Alex Brown, 
now live in districts 2, 6 
and 1, respectively. They 
were voted in by the city, 
at large, two years ago and 
therefore represent the city, 
not the district they happen 
to live in now.

If a constituent in a dis-
trict without a councilor in 
it (specifically, District 4) 
wanted to bring an issue to 
the attention of a councilor 
that represents them, then 
they should bring it to one 
of those three.

That being said: If a 
councilor living in those 
districts wanted to endear 
themselves to a district that 
will go to vote at the same 
time they’re up for re-elec-
tion — well, it would prob-
ably make for good politics.

Just to make things even 
more complicated, the 
council also swapped the 
names of District 1 and Dis-
trict 4 just before approv-
ing the district voting se-
quence. Previously, District 
1 was in northwest Chico, 
while District 4 was in west 
central Chico, and covered 
much of area directly north 
and south of the Chico State 
campus.

Now, District 4 is in 
northwest Chico and Dis-
trict 1 is in west central 
Chico.

Their reasoning for the 
swap, said Mayor Randall 
Stone on Tuesday evening, 
was twofold: One, it en-
sured the areas of Chico 
with the most minority pop-
ulation go to elections first, 
keeping with the spirit of 
the California Voting Rights 
Act which prompted the 
districting effort in the first 
place.

The second reason was 

that the voting act sug-
gests — but does not re-
quire — that cities choose 
either the odd-numbered 
or even-numbered dis-
tricts to vote first, depend-
ing on the numerical need. 
Because Chico needs four 
seats filled, districts 1, 3, 5 
and 7 were a natural choice.

Confused yet? Don’t 
worry, you’re not alone. 
Let’s take it district by dis-
trict.

District 1
Brown lives in the newly-

renamed District 1, which 
covers west central Chico, 
and her term of office is up 
in 2022. However, District 1 
was chosen among the first 
to vote for a new councilor 
in the upcoming 2020 elec-
tion. That means they’ll get 
to vote for a new councilor, 
and Brown gets to stay until 
2022 to finish out her ten-
ure.

Technically, that means 
there will be two city coun-
cilors living in District 1, 
but only one will actually 
be an elected representative 
of the residents there. And, 
unlike the other councilors, 
Brown is also the only coun-
cilor who is also a renter — 
she could easily move to a 
new district in Chico within 
the next two years and chal-
lenge another incumbent 
for their seat should she 
wish to stay on the council.

District 2
Councilor Scott Huber 

lives in District 2, and his 
term is up in 2022. That co-
incides with when District 
2 will head to the polls. Un-
til then, District 2 will not 
have direct representation 
(just like the even-num-
bered districts 4 and 6) be-
cause that district did not 
vote in Huber — regardless 
of the fact that he happens 
to live there.

District 3
Councilors Karl Ory and 

Ann Schwab live in Dis-

trict 3. Both of their terms 
are up in 2020, but Ory re-
cently announced he would 
not seek re-election. That 
means Schwab could po-
tentially win the district 
when it goes to vote for its 
representative in Novem-
ber 2020.

As a side note, it was 
on Ory’s suggestion that 
city demographer Michael 
Wagaman move the Dis-
trict 7 line to split along 
Big Chico creek, instead 
of splitting along Vallom-
brosa Avenue. That move of 
a few hundred feet placed 
Schwab’s residence on the 
southernmost line of Dis-
trict 3 — with him — in-
stead of on the northern-
most line of District 7. To 
wit: It was a move that put 
District 7 in play instead of 
District 3.

Stone said Tuesday he ex-
pects Rich Ober, a previous 
council candidate in 2018 
and a fellow Democrat, to 
run for the seat in District 7.

District 4
Councilor Sean Morgan 

lives in the new District 4, 
and his term is up in 2020. 
But District 4 won’t go to 
vote until 2022. So, like dis-
tricts 2 and 6, that means 
there will be no direct rep-
resentation from District 
1 between 2020 and 2022. 
But it also means that for 
District 4, there won’t be a 
councilor on the dais who — 
even coincidentally — lives 
in that district.

But that doesn’t mean 
there will be only six coun-
cilors after the 2020 elec-
tion. Remember that there’s 
both Brown and a new 
councilor from District 4, 
bringing the total number 
of councilors back up to 
seven.

However, it does make 
Morgan the only councilor 
whose term ends in 2020 
not to be placed in a dis-
trict that he can immedi-
ately run in again.

Morgan told this newspa-
per on Wednesday that he 
doesn’t even know if he’ll 
even bother finishing out 
his term as a councilor.

“I almost left (Tuesday) 
like, well if my area of Chico 
doesn’t matter and I can’t 
make a difference, why?” 
he said.

District 5
Stone lives in District 5, 

which is the furthermost 
western district, mostly 
around Nord Avenue. He is 
up for re-election in 2020, 
and District 5 is also choos-
ing its councilor in 2020.

District 6
Reynolds lives in Dis-

trict 6, which encompasses 
pretty much all of Bidwell 
Park and eastern Chico. Her 
term is up in 2022, and Dis-
trict 6 will also go to vote 
for their representative in 
2022.

District 7
And in District 7, which 

includes all of south Chico, 
including the Chapman 
neighborhood and the Mul-
berry annex, there is no 
councilor — yet. That dis-
trict will go to vote in No-
vember 2020. (See the Dis-
trict 3 entry for more on 
this.)

A final gambit
Now that you’re properly 

confused, here’s one more 
wrench in the works: Had 
the council retained the 
original numbering of the 
districts, with Sean Mor-
gan in District 1 (instead of 
4) and Brown in District 4 
(instead of 1) the districts 
heading to vote in 2020 
and the councilors that are 
up for re-election in 2020 
would have lined up per-
fectly.

By switching those two 
districts but still retain-
ing the odd-numbered-
only elections, the council 
ensured we’re all going to 
stay very confused for the 
next two years.

At least, until the new 
2020 census comes out in 
2021 — and Chico has to go 
through the redistricting 
process all over again.

Contact reporter Robin 
Epley at 530.896.7776.

Districts
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butions each month — typ-
ically serving 200 to 300 
people — and plans to con-
tinue as long as resource-
strapped food banks and 
survivors need help.

“Most people are 

amazed that the Food 
Bank of Contra Costa and 
Solano is still up in this 
area,” says Lisa Roeh-
ling, who oversees the 
food bank’s distributions 
to Camp Fire survivors 
in Butte County. The food 
provides a financial cush-
ion for many clients deal-
ing with unexpected bills 
after the fire, such as hous-
ing, clothing, medical ex-
penses or the cost of re-
building, Roehling said.

“If people can go to a 
pantry or to us to get a 
few staples, that means 
they can put gas in their 
car or can pay their doctor 
bill,” Roehling said. “We’re 
helping stretch the dollar.”

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
proposed budget asked for 
$28 million for the state’s 
food banks, including a 
$20 million investment in 
one-time funding for Cal-
ifornia’s emergency food 
assistance program and 
to offset the impact of the 
loss of food stamps due to 
looming federal cuts.

Andrew Cheyne, direc-
tor of government affairs 
for the California Associ-
ation of Food Banks, said 
that’s a substantial in-
crease from previous years, 
but does not include fund-
ing for disaster response 
and preparedness efforts 
— a key investment for 
food banks like Contra 
Costa and Solano tasked 
with providing extra re-
sources to communities af-
fected by natural disasters. 
The California Association 
of Food Banks is asking for 
$32 million to support food 
banks disaster prepared-
ness and response efforts.

“The past several years 
have shown that this is the 
new normal in California,” 
said Cheyne. “The unfortu-
nate reality is food banks 
are not only there trying to 
serve communities in their 
moments of crisis, but they 
are there for the long haul.”

Food bank
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Families walk down a table full of different produce at 
the Food Bank of Contra Costa in Concord in 2012.

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

The air curtain burner burns materials Thursday in Chico. 

see if it is working prop-
erly.

Guidi said this is the 
first time his company has 
used this type of machine. 
The burner was first trans-
ported to Paradise at about 
6:45 a.m., after which “it 
took a few hours to really 
get it hot,” Guidi said.

“It ’s kicking pretty 
good,” he said. “I would say 
it’s burnt maybe 100, 120 
yards (of material). I would 

expect it to get through 
much more throughout 
the night.”

The burner will be 
tested until 8 or 9 a.m. Fri-
day. The company will then 
report back to the town 
how efficient the machine 
burns material as well as 
estimated costs, and if it 
could work for current 
clearing needs in Paradise.

“It will be up to the 
town to see if it’s a long 
term, feasible solution,” 
Guidi said.

Contact reporter Natalie 
Hanson at 530-896-7763.

Burner
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By Nomaan Merchant 
and Elliot Spagat
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES >> As his long-
lost son walked toward 
him in an airport termi-
nal, a sobbing David Xol 
stretched out his arms, fell 
to one knee and embraced 
the boy for about three min-
utes, crying into his shoul-
der.

He had not held the child 
since May 2018, when bor-
der agents pulled then-7-
year-old Byron away in-
side a detention facility. 
They were separated under 
President Donald Trump’s 
zero-tolerance policy — the 
father deported to Guate-
mala, the son placed in a 

series of government facili-
ties before ending up with a 
host family in Texas.

Xol was one of nine par-
ents who won the exceed-
ingly rare chance to re-
turn to the U.S. after be-
ing deported under family 
separation. They arrived 
Wednesday at Los Angeles 
International Airport to be 
reunited with children they 
hadn’t seen in a year and a 
half or longer under the or-
der of a federal judge who 
found the U.S. government 
had unlawfully prevented 
them from seeking asylum.

After embracing, David 
stood and patted Byron, 
now 9, on the head. “He was 
small,” the father said. “He 
grew a lot.”

The reunion was a pow-
erful reminder of the last-
ing effects of Trump’s sep-
aration policy, even as at-
tention and outrage has 
faded amid impeachment 
proceedings and tensions 
with Iran. But it also un-
derscored the fact that 
hundreds, potentially thou-
sands, of other parents and 
children are still apart 
nearly two years after the 
zero-tolerance policy on un-
authorized border crossings 
took effect.

“They all kind of hit the 
lottery,” said Linda Dakin-
Grimm, an attorney who 
represents one of the par-
ents returning to the U.S. 
“There are so many people 
out there who have been 

traumatized by the fam-
ily separation policy whose 
pain is not going to be re-
dressed.”

More than 4,000 chil-
dren are known to have 
been separated from their 
parents before and during 
the official start of zero tol-
erance in spring 2018. Un-
der the policy, border agents 
charged parents en masse 
with illegally crossing the 
U.S.-Mexico border, then 
placed their children in 
government facilities. The 
policy drew condemna-
tion from around the world 
as stories emerged almost 
daily about screaming chil-
dren, some as young as ba-
bies, forcibly taken away 
from parents.

In June 2018, U.S. District 
Judge Dana Sabraw ordered 
the government to stop sep-
arating families and reunite 
parents and children.

The U.S. has acknowl-
edged that agents separated 
families long before they 
enforced zero tolerance 
across the entire southern 
border, its agencies did not 
properly record separations, 
and some detention centers 
were overcrowded and un-
dersupplied, with families 
denied food, water or med-
ical care.

At least 470 parents were 
deported without their chil-
dren, in many cases because 
they were told to sign pa-
perwork they couldn’t read 
or understand. Some of the 

kids were held in U.S. gov-
ernment facilities and ulti-
mately placed with spon-
sors, usually family mem-
bers. Others were deported 
to their home countries.

The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security referred 
a request for comment to 
the Justice Department, 
which did not respond.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union, which brought 
the original family separa-
tion lawsuit before Sabraw, 
asked the judge to order the 
return of a small group of 
parents whose children re-
mained in the U.S. In Sep-
tember, Sabraw required 
the U.S. to allow 11 parents 
to come back and denied re-
lief to seven others.

IMMIGRATION

9 parents separated from families return to children in US
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