
CLIMATE CHANGE  79%

HEALTH CARE  71%

RACIAL AND ETHNIC EQUITY   71%

EDUCATION   69%

INCOME INEQUALITY   68%

REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS   68%

CORONAVIRUS   63%

GUN POLICY   51%

IMMIGRATION  47%

ECONOMY   35%

FOREIGN POLICY   31%

CRIME   20%

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS   73%

HOUSING   71%

RACIAL JUSTICE   69%

POLICE REFORM   61%

HOMELESSNESS  59%

SCHOOLS   56%

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS   54%

HEALTH PROVIDERS   49%

JOBS   39%

PUBLIC SAFETY 31%

STATE STREET  19%

CANNABIS  13%
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LOCAL ISSUE IS “VERY IMPORTANT”  
TO THEIR VOTE IN THE 2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

INSIDE THE MINDS OF

YOUNG V   TERS
Survey Finds Out What Issues and Candidates They Care About Most

by Tyler Hayden  •  All photos Courtesy

Oftentimes, especially here in Santa Barbara, where the wealthy and the 
retired make up a big part of the electorate, older voices dominate discussions 
over politics and policy. In one regard, that can be a good thing — age brings 
perspective, and perspective breeds wisdom that nurtures and protects a 
community. 

But in another respect, that uneven dynamic may give short shrift to the will of younger 
people — those who don’t possess the same economic opportunities and freedom enjoyed 
by their parents and grandparents; who frequently live lives constrained by student debt, 
meager housing, and (especially nowadays) tenuous employment; and who may not have 
the spare time or mental bandwidth to attend government meetings held in the middle 
of the day or do the after-hours legwork necessary for meaningful civic engagement.

Earlier this month, with the 2020 presidential election around the corner (but before 
the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg), the Santa Barbara Indepen-
dent asked the county’s young voters to share the local and national issues that matter to 
them most, and which presidential candidate they plan to vote for. Exactly 500 people 
responded to the survey, which we modeled after a Pew Research Center poll conducted 
earlier this year. We defined “young” the same way the Census does, those between 18 
and 34 years of age.

The results revealed a contingent of voters deeply concerned on the national stage 
about climate change, health care, and racial justice. Closer to home, they prioritized 
environmental protections, housing, and social equity. 

Perhaps it’s no surprise climate policy and local environmentalism loom large 
in the minds of our young residents. They, after all, have lived through multiple 
natural catastrophes exacerbated by climate change — wildfires and the Montecito 
debris flow being only the most recent — and will inherit a planet on the brink of 
permanent disrepair. 

It was also interesting to see that two of the topics which in recent years have 
monopolized countless hours of debate at the County Board of Supervisors and Santa 
Barbara City Council — cannabis and State Street, respectively — ranked among the 
lowest local priorities for young voters. Meanwhile, the issues they do care deeply 
about, including social justice and police reform, receive precious little airtime at the 
top levels of our government.

While the majority of respondents said they’ll be voting for Joe Biden, many will do so 
half-heartedly or with their noses pinched. We heard the word “begrudgingly” often, as 
Biden doesn’t embrace the fundamentally progressive policies so many millennials and 
Generation Zers said are critical to their futures. Others said they will continue to sup-
port our current president, and more than a few explained they are disillusioned by the 
hyper-partisan system and would rather vote for a third-party candidate.

But instead of trying to encapsulate in a few short sentences the hundreds of informed 
and insightful responses we received, we’ll let our young voters speak for themselves. 
Below you will find a sampling of the respondents, and you can find all responses online 
at independent.com/young-voters. Thank you to those who participated.



 AARON BILANE  30, IT SPECIALIST
Top national issues: “Unity  —  We’re stronger together, 
we’ve been growing further apart, and we need leadership 
that will work to unify us. Economy  —  Far too many people 
believe taxes will fix everything. We need to increase those 
but also look at ways of responsibly reducing our expendi-
tures. Health care  —  Too many people don’t feel comfortable 
going to the doctor because of the costs, myself included.”
Top local issues: “Housing  —  Landlords are charging 
too much and giving housing to students instead of local 
workers. Bums/cleanliness  —  We need to keep people off 
the street. There are too many reports of stolen bikes and 
trash left all over town where these people reside. Recreation  
—  Not enough local options (paintball, go-carts, etc...).”
Pick for president: “Biden will unify the nation, be more 
fiscally responsible, mend ties with our allies, and work 
towards a better healthcare system.”

ALEXANDER WILLETTE  
32, SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Top national issues: “Foreign policy (strategic bilateral 
trade agreements, defense R&D into space and cyber/new 
military alliances, and decoupling from China); economic 
growth (protectionism, lower taxes, domestic production); 
police reform (focus training on de-escalation and redesign-
ing qualified immunity for all govt. officials).”
Top local issues: “Crime (reduction of violent crime rates); 
State Street (keep it pedestrian, which I think will help local 
businesses); homelessness (more progressive mental health 
and drug rehabilitation services).”
Pick for president: “Donald Trump (mostly because of his 
foreign and economic policies).”

       

 CELINA GARCIA  27, WEB CONTENT 
MANAGER FOR THE INDEPENDENT
Top national issues: “Health care, immigration rights 
(abolishing ICE), white supremacy. Simply put, all those 
areas are structural messes. People are dying, and we need 
to do something about it.”

Top local issues: “Climate change (fires, rising sea lev-
els); wealth disparity (homeless camps vs. extreme wealth, 
local small businesses struggling to make it); coronavirus 
spreading.”
Pick for president: “He wasn’t even my 5th choice, but 
Joe Biden. He makes a lot of blanket statements, gets a lot 
of praise for doing the bare minimum, and adds absolutely 
nothing to the conversation, but we need to get the Cheeto 
out of office, plain and simple.”

 CARLOS CRUZ   
29, (OCCUPATION WITHHELD)
Top national issues: “War  —  war is a waste of money and 
lives. Universal healthcare  —  with a smaller war budget, we 
can afford a larger healthcare safety net. The war on drugs  
—  all drugs should be legalized, regulated, and taxed. This 
would reduce the prison population and increase federal 
income.”
Top local issues: “Goleta should remain Goleta and should 
not become a copy of Santa Barbara. Small businesses that 
focus on the trades should be allowed to remain. People 
should be encouraged to exercise and/or simply be outdoors. 
Sunlight is a great defense against COVID and against illness 
in general.”
Pick for president: “Donald Trump. I don’t like Trump 
in general, but I do agree with some of his policies. I hope 
that this election destroys the Democratic Party and maybe 
in 2024 or 2028 we can have two populist parties. It’s silly to 
think that the largest economy on the planet manufactures so 
little of its own goods. The United States should not depend 
on the world and the world should not depend on the United 
States.”

 DAIN LOPEZ   
30, TEACHER AND LIBRARIAN
Top national issues: “Getting the pandemic under control 
is the most urgent national issue for me. My second is ending 
racial inequality, starting with ending police brutality. I’m 
ashamed of the racial disparities in the U.S. (life expectancy, 
household wealth, educational success, etc.). My third is 
responding to climate change. We have no Planet B.”
Top local issues: “Affordable housing. If more afford-
able housing isn’t built, more and more folks in S.B. will 
be pushed out and it will have huge consequences for this 
community. Second, police reform, including establishing 
community oversight of the SBPD and reallocating money 
from the police into other services. Lastly, what’s happening 
in local schools. I’ve been shocked at the backlash to includ-
ing ethnic studies and comprehensive sex ed as part of local 
curriculum.”
Pick for president: “I am voting for Howie Hawkins and 
Angela Walker, the Green Party candidates for President/VP. 
Their platform addresses many of the issues I’m most con-
cerned about, including a COVID response, ending racial 
and economic inequality, and an ambitious plan to fight 

climate change with a real Green New Deal (Hawkins was 
the original GNDer back in 2010). As horrific as Trump 
has been, I’m disappointed that the Democratic Party keeps 
abandoning working people and moving to the right. The 
Democratic platform does not address my concerns or pres-
ent a strong enough vision of the future of this country.”

 DANIELLA REGENCIA  31, ATTORNEY
Top national issues: “Coronavirus is the most important 
national issue because progress cannot be made on anything 
else until people can safely live their lives; health care (includ-
ing reproductive rights) is the next most important because 
people shouldn’t be dying of preventable illnesses in America 
in 2020; the economy because the more people earn income 
and reinvest it through consumer spending or otherwise, the 
better off we will be.”
Top local issues: “I think homelessness is hugely impor-
tant here because there are successful programs in this state 
but Santa Barbara seems to be reluctant to do the work to 
implement them, yet everyone complains about the home-
less problem.”
Pick for president: “Joe Biden because I think he is a genu-
inely good person who will do more to unify the country, 
repair our image around the world, and set us on a progres-
sive path forward.”

 GRAHAM WOOD  
27, ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER
Top national issues: “Medicare for all, climate change, 
income inequality. There is enough wealth in this world to 
solve every crisis we have. The problem is that a small few are 
hoarding wealth at a rate that we have no comprehension of. 
We need to provide for ALL people with the wealth that is 
generated by most people.”
Top local issues: “Housing, homelessness, cost of exis-
tence. I am very tired of the NIMBY mentality when it  
comes to housing and homelessness. And I wish elected 
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representatives would not be bullied by NIMBY 
constituents.”
Pick for president: “Biden. I shudder to imagine 
what four more years of Trump would be like.”

 JADIE O’CONNOR  21, STUDENT
Top national issues: “Coronavirus, climate 
change, and racial inequality because I feel these 
are the issues that have been the most clearly defined 
this year and have most clearly exposed the nation’s 
shortcomings. These three issues have been directly 
harming thousands of people and we need a govern-
ment that is willing to face the challenges head-on.”
Top local issues: “Environmental issues (i.e. wild-
fires, cliff erosion); taking care of the homeless com-
munity; and boosting the economy during and after 
the pandemic.”
Presidential pick: “Joe Biden, because although 
he is not the most ideal candidate, he is still better 
than Trump. He will also enlist better court judges 
and cabinet staff and he overall seems more willing 
to listen to the American people with compassion 
and receptiveness.”

 JOHN MCLAFFERTY   
28, CONTRACT ADMINISTRATOR
Top national issues: “Coronavirus because 
it’s not being handled well; stimulus spending on 
people rather than companies; rooting out white 
supremacy in police departments.”
Top local issues: “Wildfires because of the amount 
of damage; the blackouts to prevent fires because 
many of us rely on that power for our work, school, 
or health; and decreasing housing costs since it’s 
going to price most working-class families out of 
the county.”
Pick for president: “Biden, but not happy about 
it.”

 KYNDAL VOGT  25, LIBRARY 
RESOURCES COORDINATOR
Top national issues: “Education  —  ensuring a 
variety of quality education options for all commu-
nities regardless of their economic status; Immigra-
tion  —  making our immigration process easier and 
more affordable; Climate change  —  more collabora-
tion is needed between scientists and various indus-
tries in order to make sustainable progress instead 
of the current dynamic of the scientific/intellectual 
elites shaming agricultural and industrial workers 
for their ‘lack of care’ of the planet.”
Top local issues: “Housing  —  as a single person 
with an advanced degree, I cannot afford to stay in 
Santa Barbara much longer because rent and hous-
ing prices are exorbitant. Imagine how much more 
difficult it is for people with families or without 
advanced degrees.”
Pick for president: A third-party candidate. I 
don’t trust Trump as a leader, and Biden’s main 
argument of “at least I’m better than that guy” is 
not good enough for me to vote for him. We need 
leaders who will look to the past and to people who 
think differently from them in order to lead us well 
during this tumultuous time. Also, how are we in 
2020 and the two leading candidates are old, rich, 
white guys?!”

 MAYA PANIZZON  18, STUDENT
Top national issues: “BLM and defunding the 
police are antithetical to our American ideals. They 
are not based on facts and numbers.”
Top local issues: “Businesses and schools being 
closed due to COVID. The number of deaths from 
COVID alone just does not support the number of 
people losing their businesses, students being out of 
the classroom, and all the mental illness problems 
that have gotten so much worse.”
Pick for president: “Trump. Even though I don’t 
like his character, he has made a lot of positive 
changes. He has done a lot for the black communi-
ties, the economy, and to restart the production of 
goods within the U.S. The Democrats are so filled 
with anger and hate that the country is burning 
and many Democratic-run cities are turning into 
shitholes.”



 MEGAN  
EALES MONROE   
28, CONTENT  
MARKETING MANAGER
Top national issues: “Electoral 
reform  —  removing challenges for 
voter registration & fixing gerry-
mandering. Healthcare for all! And 
solving corruption  —  large monied 
interests have an unfair influence 
over political outcomes.”
Top local issues: “Creating more 
affordable & middle tier housing!!! 
(That means throwing out the 
anti-development mindset that the 
richest in S.B. continue to cling to). 
Reducing restrictions and permitting/building code inefficiencies that stifle 
small businesses and nonprofits.”
Pick for president: “Biden.”

 
 MIRANDA BEAL   
25, SERVER
Top national issues: “Climate 
change because it’s not only an 
environmental issue but an envi-
ronmental injustice issue, and we 
only have a limited amount of 
time to solve it. Black Lives Matter 
because we need to end violence 
against black people. Defund-
ing the police because as I got 
deferred this year from Teach for 
America due to budget cuts, I saw 
firsthand the drastic difference in 
funding between public educa-

tion and law enforcement.”
Top local issues: “Preserving the local environmental and green space 
because it’s important for our mental and physical health to go outside and 
be in nature. Food security because there are families, homeless people, and 
children who are food insecure.”
Pick for president: “Biden because he actually has regard for human life.”

 
 SARA HOLMS   
34, YOGA AND 
PILATES INSTRUCTOR
Top national issues: “Climate 
change  —  because our global 
house is literally on fire; Medi-
care for all  —  because our current 
insurance system is robbery and 
should be illegal, and everyone 
deserves to be healthy; and free 
higher education/cancelling 
student loan debt  —  because my 
entire generation is mired in crip-
pling lifelong debt when wages 
are stagnant and housing is unaf-
fordable. Student debt is hurting 
the entire economy long-term.”
Top local issues: “Affordable 
housing  —  the rent in Santa Barbara is too damn high; homelessness  —  
because we have a duty to care for our most vulnerable citizens, get them 
off the streets, and give them the treatment and tools to turn their lives 
around; and revitalizing downtown/investing in arts and entertainment  
—  because Santa Barbara needs to get its groove back. Make Santa Barbara 
Cool Again.”
Pick for president: “Joe Biden  —  for countless reasons, but primarily 
because we can’t have another Trump appointee in our highest court.”
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 SOPHIE SPIEVAK   
19, STUDENT
Top national issues: “Climate change, 
racial inequality, and coronavirus. It’s very 
clear across California and across the coun-
try that climate change is incredibly detri-
mental to everyone. It’s also incredibly clear 
that our justice system is racially biased and 
that a disproportionate number of people of 
color are killed and convicted at higher rates 
than is fair. I am also very disappointed in 
the way that coronavirus is being handled 
by the current administration.”
Top local issues: “Police reform, home-
lessness, and environmental protections. I 
was very disappointed by the way that the 
police and mayor handled the police reform 
protests over the summer. S.B. has a large homeless population that needs more help than 
ever amid the pandemic and added financial hardships. Every year, fire season gets worse 
and I think that we need to readdress how the country prepares for, prevents, and manages 
the fires.”
Pick for president: “Biden. He’s far from my top choice, but I don’t believe in protest 
votes. As unfortunate as it is, we have created a two-party system and Biden is significantly 
better than Trump.”

 

 SYD ABAD   
20, STUDENT AND  
TRANSGENDER ADVOCATE
Top national issues: “We need Medicare 
for all, a green new deal, and stronger labor 
rights & accessibility to unions.”
Top local issues: “Defunding the SBPD, 
stopping the gentrification of Milpas, and 
better tenant protections/more affordable 
housing.”
Pick for president: “Biden. I believe that 
we must first get ourselves out of a fascist 
regime in order to begin the implementation 
of progressive policies like free healthcare and 
college for all, a green new deal, and election 
reform.”

 TAYLOR DUGURAN   
24, TEACHER
Top national issues: “Reproduc-
tive rights  —  I’m very concerned that if 
Republicans have another four years of 
filling the courts that Roe v. Wade will 
be overturned. Climate change  —  the 
fires in California are just the beginning 
of the effects of climate change, and if 
we don’t do something as a nation now, 
it will only get worse. Racial justice  —  
which encompasses many other issues, 
like income equality and police reform. 
This is long overdue.”
Top local issues: “Housing and 
income equality  —  as a teacher, I see 
the large disparity of access to resources 
amongst my students. Sexual violence 
against women  —  as someone who lived 
in Isla Vista, I think sexual violence is a 
major issue in our area. Racial justice  —  even as a pretty liberal city, even we can’t get this 
right, which makes me wonder how we will ever do it as a nation.”
Pick for president: “Joe Biden and Kamala Harris. My vote will be a vote against Trump 
and there are countless reasons for that.”



 TIMUR NASAFI  26, IT MANAGER
Top national issues: “Racial equality, because I’ve 
been discriminated against and tokenized my entire 
life. Medicare for all, because healthcare should be 
provided by the government for the people. And tax-
ing the rich, because they are killing us economically.”
Top local issues: “Defund the police and Sheriff  
—  S.B. could fund a better social worker program and 
really put work into addressing homelessness and pov-
erty. Getting more equal representation in local gov-
ernment. Stopping drilling and protecting the coast.” 
Presidential pick: “Joe Biden because voting for 
Trump is allowing this nation to slip into fascism.”

 TREVOR ECKHART  29, 
BRAND OPERATIONS ANALYST
Top national issues: “General economy, tax 
reforms, and budget reforms. A lot of our prob-
lems can be attenuated with sensible changes 
to how we manage our economy (legislation, 
subsidies, economic incentives, etc.), how we 
generate tax revenue (who we tax, what we tax, 
and how much we tax), and how we spend our 
money (federal level, state level, etc.).”
Top local issues: “Housing is huge when we 
are talking about income equality. Owning a 
home (equity) versus renting a home (expense) 
can make all the difference to someone’s current 
and future financial status. The environment is 

big for S.B. because it attracts tourists and high-income earners (higher property values = 
more tax revenue). We also need to open more trails and provide more thorough mainte-
nance of already existing infrastructure. More people hiking and recreating means more 
tourists and more people donating to environmental causes, potentially.”
Pick for president: “Joe Biden, without a doubt. Pardon my language, but FUCK 
DONALD J. TRUMP.”

 ZACHARY KING  30,  
SERVER/SOCIAL SCIENCES  
INSTRUCTOR AND 
RESEARCHER
Top national issues: “Climate change 
because of the extent of the threat; corporate 
power because it drives climate change.”
Top local issues: “Severely curtailing rent 
and providing no-cost public housing for area 
workers, because rent and housing are the 
linchpin of our oppression and exploitation in 
day-to-day life.”
Pick for president: “Biden because he’s not 
as awful as Trump.”

 ZOE MONTELEONE   
30, GROCERY WORKER
Top national issues: “1) Reproductive 
rights. Healthcare is a human right. 2) Racial 
inequality. Minorities are unfairly and dis-
proportionately disadvantaged by our legal 
systems. 3) Climate change. Corporations 
should be held accountable.”
Top local issues: “1) Police reform. Our 
police should be held accountable for their 
actions here in S.B. 2) Housing. Enough mil-
lion-dollar condos. We need more afford-
able housing options for the working class. 3) 
Environmental protections. I think S.B. does 
an okay job so far with its efforts to save its 
environment.”
Pick for president: “Joe Biden because he 
isn’t Trump.”
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