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By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 For decades, voting by mail 
has become an increasingly com-
mon practice among Ventura 
County residents.
 In the past two general elec-

FRAUD?
MAIL-IN VOTER 
 Clerk-recorder 
‘frustrated’ by 
false narrative

tions, for example, more than 
60% of registered voters county-
wide opted to vote by mail instead 
of heading to the polling place, 
marking a 20 percentage point 
increase from 10 years earlier, 
according to data from the Ven-
tura County Civic Alliance, a 
nonprofit group that evaluates the 
area’s economic, environmental 
and societal issues.
 Despite its growing populari-
ty, voting by mail has drawn the 

ire of President Donald Trump, 
who called the process “corrupt” 
and said it will lead to “substan-
tially fraudulent” election results.
 Trump’s claims followed an 
executive order from Gov. Gavin 
Newsom that required counties 
to send mail-in ballots to all 
California registered voters due 
to COVID-19 safety concerns. 
Election officials and experts 
anticipate a large turnout during 
the November election and be- — Please See Page 5

the ‘faulty premise’ 
behind the claim

lieve large-scale, in-person voting 
could spread coronavirus due to 
the lack of social distancing and 
the high-touch surfaces, like tab-
lets, used at polling places. 
 California, though, will not be 
the only state to offer mail-in bal-
lots to all registered voters. Five 
states—Colorado, Hawaii, Ore-
gon, Utah and Washington—have 
historically conducted elections 
where every registered voter is 
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Cannabis 
measure 
headed 
to ballot
 Would allow
growth in 
green houses

Pandemic takes it toll 
on local restaurants
 Grinder third to close since March

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 A meal at the Grinder was 
never a grind. Since opening in 
1986, the restaurant, deli and 
sports bar had become a beloved 
dining destination in Moorpark, 
popular with residents and com-
munity groups.
 Locals flocked there for family 
dinners, weekend brunches and 
team parties. Organizations like 
the Moorpark Kiwanis Club, 
Moorpark Rotary Club and Amer-
ican Legion Post 502 held meet-
ings and hosted award ceremo-
nies at the restaurant.
 But last week, after more than 
30 years of service, the Grinder 
closed its doors at 1 W. Los 
Angeles Ave. The restaurant’s 
owners did not give a reason for 
the sudden closure on July 22, 
but did reference the “unprec-
edented times” that businesses 
and residents are facing amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 “We cannot emphasize enough 
how much your patronage has 
meant to us. We will forever 
cherish the genial moments cre-
ated under our roof,” restaurant 
owners Francisco, Doris, Daniella 
and Diana Arceo wrote on the 
Grinder’s Facebook page.
 The owners did not respond 
to the Moorpark Acorn’s requests 
for comment.
 The Grinder’s owners had 
long boasted of the restaurant’s 
vast menu, calling it the “largest 
in Ventura County.” The offerings 
included everything from burgers 
and hot dogs to gourmet sand-
wiches, Italian dishes, authentic 
Mexican specialties and all-day 
breakfast.
 The restaurant was a popular 
choice for sports fans since the 
eatery had 32 TVs, a full bar 
and free Wi-Fi. Devoted regulars 
became part of the restaurant’s 
extended family, developing 
personal relationships with the 

By Daniel Wolowicz
moorpark@theacorn.com

 The Ventura County Board of 
Supervisors approved a measure 
to appear on the Nov. 3 ballot that 
would allow companies to grow, 
process, distribute and sell can-
nabis within the unincorporated 
areas of the county.
 The sale of cannabis would 
only be wholesale between the 
grower and the buyer and doesn’t 
include retail shops. 
 The July 28 vote passed 4-1 
with Supervisor Bob Huber cast-
ing the dissenting vote.
 Supervisors asked county 
staff to return to the board by 
its Sept. 1 meeting with a report 
that will shed additional light on 
how the measure would impact 
the county fiscally, namely, what 
it would do to property values, 
as well as how it would affect 
land use. 

MICHAEL COONS/Acorn Newspapers

GONE—Grinder Restaurant and Sports Bar closed earlier this month. Round Table Pizza in the Moorpark 
Town Center and Tokiwa Sushi on W. Los Angeles Avenue have also shut their doors since mid-March.

ELECTION 2020

001_MPAcornIssue31.indd   1 7/30/2020   1:42:06 PM




