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INCOME TAX PREPARATION
ENROLLED AGENT

Admitted To Practice Before The IRS

Tough Tax Problems & Past Due Returns 
Collection Representation

Offers In Compromise & Payment Agreements 
Income Tax Preparation – All States 

Complete Year Round Services
Warning!  “Uncle Sam Wants YOU...To Sweat!”
IRS Agents Are On The Loose And Looking For 

Folks Who Haven’t Filed Their Taxes Yet
...Just Like You!

RUSS MERRICK, EA
482-1850

FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste H, Camarillo, CA 93010
TaxEAgent@aol.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com 28
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County health says no sports teams for now

July 20
A 22-year-old woman was cited 

for failing to appear in court at Los 
Angeles Avenue and Mira Sol Drive.

A thief stole the personal 
information of a resident in the 
12000 block of Country Meadow 
Street and used the information to 
access the victim’s computer and 
steal money from them.

July 22
A man, 42, was cited in the 100 

block of High Street for trespassing.

A 22-year-old man was cited for 
driving without a license and having 

false registration cards at Moorpark 
and Los Angeles avenues. 

July 23
A man, 29, was arrested in the 

15000 block of Arroyo Drive for 
falsely reporting an emergency 
and resisting a police officer (see 
related story page 10).

A thief stole a car in the 600 
block of Palomar Avenue.

An 18-year-old man making 
homicidal statements was arrested  
for resisting a police officer at Tierra 
Rejada Road and Countrywood 
Drive.

A thief used false pretenses to 
steal money from a resident in the 
3900 block of Ternez Drive.

July 24
Someone stole a catalytic 

converter from a car in the 200 
block of Everett Street.

July 26
A man, 22, was cited for violating 

his probation at Park Lane and Los 
Angeles Avenue.

A thief stole items worth less 
than $950 from an unlocked car in 
the 8000 block of Grimes Canyon 
Road.

Between July 20 and July 26, 
seven people were arrested for 
various drug crimes and two people 
were arrested for DUI.

 According to Ventura County Public Health or-
ders, team sports are prohibited until further notice. 
 The health guidelines, which were in place as 
of July 15, apply to all sports teams at public and 
private schools and colleges, as well as adult and 
youth sports organizations. 
 According to the county order, members of a 
team may not gather for games, practices, physical 
conditioning, drills or any other organized team 
activity that involves two or more people.
 The guidance takes precedence over return-to-
play guidelines released last month by the California 
Interscholastic Federation, the governing body for 
high school sports in the state. The CIF guidance 
gives a framework for high school sports resuming 
physical training that includes social distancing, 
gathering limitations and equipment cleaning. 
	 On	July	20	the	CIF	released	a	modified	schedule	

postponing	playoffs	 and	 state	 championships	 for	
most fall sports until the spring and summer of 2021. 
According to a statement, the CIF’s 10 sections 
across the state will each release their own season 
schedules, though most are expected to begin in 
December or January.
	 CIF	officials	said	it	will	still	fall	on	individual	
school districts to decide if and when students return 
to campus and resume sports.
 Guidance on day camps from the California 
Department of Public Health allows recreational 
activities that involve day campers sharing toys 
and equipment as long as the campers comply 
with social distancing requirements. The county 
noted that this guidance should not be “construed 
to permit organized team sports activities contrary 
to the intent of this order.”

—Brooke Stanley

automatically sent a ballot.
	 Another	34	states	offer	no-ex-
cuse absentee voting to residents 
who do not need to provide a 
reason to be sent a mail-in ballot. 
Many of those states have also 
sent vote-by-mail applications to 
voters to encourage them to stay 
home during the pandemic. 
 Over the years, research has 
found that voting by mail is secure. 
	 A	five-year	 investigation	 by	
the George W. Bush Administra-
tion and an investigation by the 
Brookings Institution, a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based research 
group, found very few instances 
of fraud in states that implement-
ed vote-by-mail elections.
 Another study from Stanford 
University, which evaluated 
vote-by-mail from 1996 to 2018, 
found that the practice did not af-
fect either party’s turnout or vote 
share, but did increase overall 
turnout rates.
 “Claims that vote-by-mail 
fundamentally advantages one 
party over the other appear over-
blown. In normal times, based on 
our data at least, vote-by-mail 
modestly increases participation 
while not advantaging either 
party,” the April 2020 study read.
 Locally, Ventura County 
Clerk-Recorder Mark Lunn said 
he disagrees with critics who say 
that increasing access to vote-by-
mail ballots will increase voter 
fraud. 
 “I’ve been doing this for 10 
years now, and I’m frustrated by 
the faulty premise and hypoth-
esis surrounding vote-by-mail 
ballots that are perpetrated for 
political purposes,” Lunn said.
 The vote-by-mail process, 
he argued, is actually viewed by 
many	 officials	 as	more	 secure	
since the county is required to 
review and process each ballot’s 

signature before it is counted.
 “From a practitioner’s point 
of view, vote-by-mail gives me a 
tool to combat voter fraud, which 
I don’t have under the other sys-
tems,” Lunn said. “It gives me a 
signature I can verify.”
	 If	 the	clerk-recorder’s	office	
finds	a	ballot	that	does	not	have	
a signature or that has a signature 
that doesn’t match the one on 
file,	 a	 representative	will	 reach	
out to the voter to give them an 
opportunity to verify their sig-
nature and their votes, according 
to Miranda Nobriga, a public in-
formation	officer	for	the	Ventura	
County	clerk-recorder’s	office.
 “The idea that other people 
are handing in other people’s bal-
lots isn’t happening on a rampant 
voter-fraud scale,” Nobriga said. 
“Anytime something happens 
on a national level or even in 
another city, in media and on 
social media, it’s assumed that 
it’s happening everywhere, and 
that’s just not the case for us.”
 Oftentimes ballots are not 
counted	if	county	officials	cannot	
verify a voter’s signature or if 
the mail-in votes do not arrive 
on time.
 “Yes, there are a lot of bal-
lots that don’t get counted, 
but that doesn’t tell the whole 
story,” Lunn said. “They don’t 
get counted because they aren’t 
legally able to be counted.”
	 If	officials	do	suspect	an	in-
stance of voter fraud, the case is 
investigated by the clerk-record-
er’s voter fraud unit. Any legiti-
mate cases are then passed on to 
the	district	attorney’s	office.

November 
 Because of the pandemic and 
concerns about social distanc-
ing, the county is encouraging 
everyone to vote at home to keep 
themselves and their community 
safe.
 Those who are uncomfortable 
voting by mail, or who need to 
be registered, will still be able to 
cast their ballots in person.

 “There will be in-person loca-
tions but we are trying to stress 
to folks that those are for those 
who need that option,” Nobriga 
said.
 In March, the county had 389 
polling places set up throughout 
the county that were open for one 
day. In November, though, there 
will be 47 in-person locations 
that will be open for four days 
from Oct. 31 to Nov. 3.
 “The downside is people can’t 
just go across the street to the 
elementary school like they’ve 
always done,” Nobriga said. 
“But the nice thing about these 
locations	is	you	aren’t	confined	
to	one	specific	location	based	on	
where you live.”
 This means that someone 
who lives in Moorpark but is 
employed in Ventura, for exam-
ple, could vote at a polling place 
near their workplace instead of 
the one assigned to them based 
on their home address.
 Ballots will also be printed 
on-demand for those who choose 
to vote at a voting center.
 “It’s not like the primary 
where	there	are	different	ballots	
for	different	parties.	It	will	be	a	
very straightforward ballot and 
probably a large ballot since 
many elections have gone to 
districts instead of at-large,” 
Nobriga said.
 Those who prefer to hand de-
liver their vote-by-mail ballots can 
drop	them	off	at	one	of	the	coun-
ty’s 47 polling places or at one of 
the county’s 30 ballot boxes.
 “Not everybody is comfort-
able mailing their ballot through 
the postal service. Many people 
like to vote from home and turn 
in their ballot at the polling 
places, so they have that option,” 
Nobriga said.  
 Ventura County’s in-person 
voting locations will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat., Oct. 
31 to Mon., Nov. 2 and on Elec-
tion Day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Tues., Nov. 3. 

005_MPAcornIssue31.indd   1 7/30/2020   11:17:35 AM




