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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

A car pulls up to the Menlo Medical Clinic drive-through COVID-19 testing tent at 321 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park on March 20. 
Signage around the lot indicates the testing site is run by Stanford Health Care. 
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As hospitals gear up for surge in patients,  
local businesses and public asked for help

Medical organizations are adding outdoor facilities in anticipation of more people coming down with the virus
by Sue Dremann and Gennady Sheyner

S tanford Health Care is 
ramping up for larger-
scale testing of patients 

with COVID-19 symptoms, 
erecting tents on the Stanford 
University campus for use 
starting in the next few days, a 
spokeswoman said.

The additional testing capacity 
is in response to a growing need 
to identify COVID-19-positive 
patients as the virus spreads. 
Stanford Health Care has so far 
installed five large white tents 
and a cluster of smaller ones 
in its Galvez Street parking lot 
along Campus Drive, across 

from the Bing Concert Hall. The 
medical center has had a site at 
Hoover Pavilion running for at 
least one-and-a-half weeks.

“We’re preparing to extend 
outpatient COVID-19 testing to 
the Galvez location for patients 
with a Stanford physician or-
der,” spokeswoman Lisa Kim 
said. “Patients may call Stanford 
Express Care at 650-498-9000 
to schedule a video visit with 
a Stanford physician, who will 
evaluate and refer them for test-
ing if needed.”

Last week, Menlo Medi-
cal Clinic started a drive-thru 

clinic at 321 Middlefield Road 
for COVID-19.

“They are currently taking 
scheduled Menlo (Clinic) pa-
tients based on certain clinical 
criteria. Again, they must have 
a physician’s order to be tested,” 
Kim said.

Jennifer Thrift, spokeswoman 
for El Camino Hospital, said the 
medical provider has tents con-
structed at its Mountain View 
and Los Gatos campuses, but 
the tents are not currently in use. 
Other medical organizations, 
including Kaiser Permanente 
and Sutter/Palo Alto Medical 

Foundation, are also testing 
patients for COVID-19 when 
referred by a physician.

Gov. Gavin Newsom said this 
week that the rate of testing is 
increasing across the state, albeit 
slowly. As of March 24, about 
66,800 tests had been conduct-
ed, which includes the latest 
numbers California has received 
from commercial and private 
labs. At least 18,276 results 
have been received and another 
48,600 are pending, according 
to the governor’s website.

Schools to 
stay closed 

through May 1
County health officials, 
superintendents agree 
on extended regional 

closures
by Elena Kadvany

H undreds of public schools 
in six Bay Area coun-
ties, including in Santa 

Clara County, will remain closed 
through May 1, county health 
officers and superintendents of 
schools have decided.

Palo Alto schools had been 
set to reopen after spring break 
in April, though that seemed in-
creasingly unlikely as coronavi-
rus cases continued to rise and 
Gov. Gavin Newsom indicated 
last week that campuses wouldn’t 
likely reopen this academic year.

The new decision, which is not 
an official order from the coun-
ty health departments but was 
agreed to by each county superin-
tendent, affects schools in Santa 
Clara, San Mateo, Alameda, Con-
tra Costa, Marin and Alameda 
counties as well as the San Fran-
cisco Unified School District.

“The well-being of our stu-
dents, families and communities 
is our primary concern. We will 
continue to take all necessary 
steps to prepare schools for re-
opening,” said Mary Ann Dewan, 
Santa Clara County superinten-
dent of schools. “Meanwhile, it 
is absolutely crucial that we work 
together to slow the spread of CO-
VID-19 by adhering to the shelter-
in-place orders and continuing to 
support learning at home.”

San Mateo County Superinten-

(continued on page 17)

An appeal for your support of good journalism
As crisis deepens, so does the impact  

on local news organizations, including ours
by Bill Johnson

J ust three weeks ago, it 
was hard to imagine 
the imminent human 

and economic impacts of 
the COVID-19 crisis. Yet 
here we all are, isolated in 
our homes, working hard 
to adhere to the direc-
tives from county and state health 
officials.

It is inspiring — and humbling 
— that, in the midst of this disrup-
tion and worry, hundreds of you are 

choosing to start subscrip-
tions to the Weekly and Palo 
Alto Online to help sustain 
your source of community 
news and information. Your 
outpouring of support is 
helping us carry on.

Our office is closed and 
our employees are sheltering at 
home. But they are hard at work. 
Serving our readers during times 
of crisis or natural disasters with 
accurate and timely reporting is 

one of the most important func-
tions of a local news organization. 
You are witness to that work.

I have always considered bring-
ing the community together in 
challenging times to be an essen-
tial part of our mission, and I am 
proud of how our staff, coordinat-
ing through video conferences 
and phone calls, has worked as a 
team in service to you while tak-
ing care of themselves and sup-
porting their families and friends.

But in the midst of this effort, 
we also have needed to take steps 
to preserve our ability to continue 
this important work. This week I 

had to make painful decisions to 
lay off several staff members, fur-
lough others and reduce hours for 
some. We simply cannot sustain 
our payroll costs while we have 
only a fraction of our normal ad-
vertising revenue, especially when 
we have no way to know how long 
this crisis will last.

We are not alone. Local newspa-
pers all over the country face simi-
lar or worse challenges, and scores 
have had to shut down. We are de-
termined to not let that happen here.

My heartfelt thanks to those of 
you who have already stepped up 
and started subscriptions entitling 

you to unlimited access to Palo 
Alto Online and mail delivery to 
your home of the Palo Alto Week-
ly. But we need thousands more of 
you to do the same.

With your help, now and in the 
future, we’ll proudly be bringing 
you important news about Palo 
Alto and the region for decades to 
come. Please join your neighbors 
in sustaining local journalism by 
subscribing today at PaloAltoOn-
line.com/subscribe.

Bill Johnson is publisher and 
founder of the Palo Alto Weekly. 
He can be reached at bjohnson@
paweekly.com. 

(continued on page 14)
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
MR. ELECTRIC OF PALO ALTO 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN663684 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Mr. Electric Of Palo Alto, located at 1814 
Armand Dr., Milpitas, CA 95035, Santa Clara 
County.  
This business is owned by: A Corporation.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
SAITAMA INC. 
1814 Armand Dr. 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 01/17/2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
February 18, 2020.  
(PAW Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2020)

SUPREME PAINTING AND MORE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN664539 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Supreme Painting And More, located at 888 
McCreery Ave., San Jose, CA 95116, Santa 
Clara County.  
This business is owned by: 
An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
HECTOR A. CASTILLO 
888 McCreery Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95116 
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 03/10/2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
March 10, 2020.  
(PAW Mar. 20, 27; Apr. 3, 10, 2020)

RIOS 
RIOS CORPORATION 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN664659 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
1.) Rios, 2.) Rios Corporation, located at 172 
University Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa 
Clara County.  
This business is owned by: A Corporation.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
ROBOTIK INNOVATIONS, INC. 
172 University Ave. 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above 
on 03/09/2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
March 13, 2020.  
(PAW Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER FOR PUBLICATION  
Case Number: D19-03305 
Publication Granted: The court finds that 
the respondent cannot be served in any 

other manner specified in the California 
Code of Civil Procedure. The court orders 
that the documents listed in item 6 be 
served by publication at least once per week 
for four successive weeks in the following 
newspaper: PALO ALTO WEEKLY. 
Date: 1/9/20 
/s/ ________________ 
 Judicial Officer 
 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA  
 
Case No.: D19-03305 
 
DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION 
FOR PUBLICATION OR POSTING OF 
SUMMONS 
 
DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION 
FOR PUBLICATION/POSTING 
 
I, KEVIN WOMACK, declare: 
I am the Petitioner in this action. 
My last contact with Respondent December 
of 2012, was as follows: 
Since that time I have made a thorough, 
systematic and good faith investigation to 
determine his/her whereabouts as follows: 
I have made reasonable, diligent efforts to 
effect service by mail including service at the 
Respondent’s last known mailing address 
as follows: I tried serve Respondant at last 
known address at 8243 Grand Staff Drive, 
Sacramento, CA 95823. 
I have asked relatives, friends, co-tenants, the 
occupants of any real estate involved in the 
litigation and others likely to know of the 
Respondent’s whereabouts as follows: 
I have had contact with any relatives of 
respondant since 2003. Any contact infor 
to relatives no longer work. Her father’s last 
known residence was in Palo Alto. 
I have made searches of local, telephone, 
and internet-based directories and social 
network sites as follows: 
I have tried to contact respondant on 
facebook and last known address. I got last 
known address from background check. 
On facebook her last current last address 
location was in East Palo Alto. 
I have searched the county assessor’s real 
and personal property index and the county 
recorder’s office for the locale where the 
Respondent was last known to have resided, 
owned property, or conducted a business 
as follows: 
Went to Sacramento County Hall of records 
to search for Respondant and found that 
Respondant had a Domestic Violence case, 
however no address. 
I have contacted the Respondent’s last 
known place of business as follows: 
There is no last place of business. 
In the alternative, I have obtained the 
services of a professional searcher who has 
made the necessary investigation. A true and 
complete copy of the report prepared by this 
investigator is attached hereto. 
No Professional searcher. Did a Background 
Check online. 
To the best of my knowledge, no person or 
entity other than as mentioned above knows 
or is likely to know the whereabouts of the 
Respondent and I know of no other source 
from which his/her whereabouts may be 
ascertained. 
I declare under penalty of perjury under 
the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed on 1/6/2020 at Martinez, California. 
Signed: ____________________ 
 Petitioner 
 
(PAW Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2020)

Masks, ventilators 
needed

The coming wave of corona-
virus patients means hospitals 
also are preparing for a shortage 
of masks, gowns, respirators and 
other critical protective gear for 
health care workers.

And they’re asking the public 
for help.

So far, hospitals around the 
Peninsula aren’t seeing the types 
of equipment shortages that are 
happening in New York, which 

has about 10 times the number of 
confirmed COVID-19 cases as 
California. But Dr. Sara Cody, the 
county’s health officer, said Tues-
day that case counts are still rising.

“And we anticipate they will con-
tinue to do so,” Cody said. “I want 
to say it’s still somewhat difficult 
to understand exactly where we 
are — the epidemic curve — for a 
number of reasons. The cases we’re 
identifying now reflect that trans-
mission that was happening in the 
community one or two weeks ago. 
There is that lag.”

Given the projections, hospi-
tal executives, doctors and nurses 
throughout the area are bracing 
for an explosion in need for N95 

Hospitals
(continued from page 5)

masks, gowns and other forms of 
“personal protective equipment.”

Palo Alto resident Dr. Enoch 
Choi, an emergency care physi-
cian at Santa Clara County Valley 
Medical Center, said there is grow-
ing concern in his San Jose hospi-
tal. Like other hospitals throughout 
the state, Valley Medical currently 
only tests individuals who exhibit 
symptoms (fever with a cough or 
shortness of breath) and those who 
are either homeless, undergoing 
chemotherapy or dialysis, or living 
in a nursing home or an assisted-
living facility — places where the 
virus can spread and cause illness.

But that limited testing is ex-
pected to change soon. And when 
it does, Valley Medical and other 
hospitals will need more supplies, 
Choi said.

“Once they decide that they have 
enough ability to test more people, 
then equipment will be consumed 
and used more rapidly because we 
have to dispose of it each time we 
swab someone,” Choi said. “We 
expect we’ll quickly exhaust our 
supply.”

As the county’s largest hospital, 
Valley Medical has been particu-
larly successful in obtaining con-
tributions from the community, 
receiving a huge influx of N95 
masks, gowns, face shields, sani-
tizing wipes and other critical sup-
plies, said Chris Wilder, the foun-
dation’s CEO.

“We have roomfuls of equipment 
now,” Wilder said. “The whole plan 
is to get ready for what may come 
in the next week or two.”

Other hospitals throughout the 
area are similarly looking to bolster 
their supply of personal protective 
equipment for the coming fight.

Sutter Health, the parent com-
pany of Palo Alto Medical Foun-
dation, has recently put out a call 
for donations. Sutter Health has 
taken numerous measures to ad-
dress diminishing availability of 
personal protective equipment, a 
Sutter spokesperson told the Week-
ly. This includes moving supplies 
around the system to ensure all 
facilities have personal protective 
equipment and “working to secure 
additional PPE from conventional 
and unconventional sources, in-
cluding receiving donations from 
the community.”

Sutter is specifically requesting 
donations of N95 masks, surgical 
masks, procedure masks and paper 
masks (with ties or elastic); protec-
tive glasses or goggles; isolation 
gowns, painters smocks and paper 
protective gowns; industrial face 
shields; and powered, air-purifying 
respirator hoods. Those wishing to 

make a donation are asked to call 
844-987-6099.

Stanford Health Care also be-
gan accepting donations this week, 
according to an announcement 
on its website. The call for dona-
tions came exactly a week after 
David Entwistle, president and 
CEO of Stanford Health Care, and 
Lloyd Minor, dean of medicine 
at Stanford Medicine, offered as-
surances at a web town hall that 
Stanford’s medical facilities are 
well-equipped.

But last weekend, as the number 
of cases in the area sharply rose, the 
university put out a call for dona-
tions of supplies, including masks, 
disinfecting wipes, hand sanitizer, 
face shields, eye shields, isolation 
or surgical gowns, respirators and 
flocked swabs.

Donations can be mailed to Stan-
ford Health Care, 820 Quarry Road 
Extension, Palo Alto, CA 94304, 
Attention: Supply Donations Cen-
ter. They can also be delivered in-
person to the hospitalís facilities at 
550 Broadway St., Redwood City 
(open seven days a week from 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m.) and at 1119 E. Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore (open weekdays, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.).

El Camino Health — which 
states on its website that it is 
“currently well-supplied” — has 
similarly asked the public to do-
nate gloves, isolation gowns, hard 
goggles, disposable eye shields, 
shoe covers, nurse caps, germicidal 
disinfecting surface wipes, Clorox 
disinfecting wipes and masks. 
Those wishing to donate are asked 
to call 650-940-7154 or email 
foundation@elcaminohealth.org.

Businesses step up
Newsom on Monday said the 

state would need more than 200 
million sets of personal protec-
tive equipment — gloves, masks, 
gowns and face shields — over 
the next three months, after new 
modeling projected a larger surge 
in the need for hospital beds, staff 
and equipment.

Some Bay Area companies 
have responded to the call. Apple 
CEO Tim Cook tweeted that the 
company is donating “millions” 
of face masks, and Facebook has 
donated nearly three-quarters of a 
million face masks and is looking 
to find millions more, CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg wrote on the social 
media site.

“Facebook donated our emer-
gency reserve of 720,000 masks 
that we had bought in case the 
wildfires (in California) continued. 
We’re also working on sourcing 

City Council (March 23)
COVID-19: The council heard an update on the cityís response to the 
coronavirus public health emergency. Action: None
Business Tax: The council directed staff to stop work on a business tax for the 
November 2020 ballot and to instead work on refining the business registry. 
Yes: Unanimous
Evictions: The council approved a moratorium on evictions for residential 
tenants impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Fine, 
Filseth, Kou, Tanaka Recused: Kniss

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week

millions of more to donate,” he 
wrote.

Beyond protective gear, hospi-
tals also need respiratory ventila-
tors to treat seriously ill COVID-19 
patients. California as a state needs 
to find at least 10,000 ventilators, 
Newsom said.

Two Bay Area firms are re-
purposing their factories to help 
produce thousands of the special-
ized devices and are working with 
other companies in the process. 
Newsom announced last week 
that Palo Alto-based Tesla/SpaceX 
CEO Elon Musk had promised to 
provide 1,200 ventilators and San 
Jose-based energy supplier Bloom 
Energy is refurbishing another 200 
older ventilators from the state’s 
stockpile.

Musk delivered 1,000 ventilators 
to the state on Monday.

“China has an oversupply, so 
we bought 1255 FDA-approved 
ResMed, Philips & Medtronic 
ventilators on Friday night & air-
shipped them to LA. If you want a 
free ventilator installed, please let 
us know!” Musk tweeted on Mon-
day evening.

Musk said he would use sup-
ply chains that support Tesla and 
SpaceX to help in assembling 
the ventilators at the Tesla plant. 
He said that he had an extensive 
engineering discussion over the 
weekend with Minnesota-based 
Medtronic, a company that manu-
factures ventilators.

Musk thanked the Tesla China 
team, China Customs Authority 
and Los Angeles International Air-
port for acting swiftly to clear and 
deliver the machines.

Fuel cell manufacturer Bloom 
Energy said in a statement that it is 
using its expertise to refurbish thou-
sands of out-of-service ventilators 
in the U.S.

“We are working with state 
agencies and customers — many 
of which are hospitals and medi-
cal device companies — to identify 
supplies of unused, out-of-service 
ventilators,” the company said.

It is asking for anyone who knows 
of organizations with out-of-service 
ventilators or who want to partner 
with Bloom to email the company 
at ventilators@bloomenergy.com.

Community colleges also are 
scouring their inventories for ven-
tilators and protective equipment 
this week. Six colleges in the Bay 
Area have respiratory-therapy 
training programs, according to 
Brenda Hanning, director of the 
respiratory therapy program at 
Foothill College in Los Altos Hills.

Foothill has identified 12 ven-
tilators it could loan to hospitals, 
some of which are brand new, she 
said. 

Staff writers Sue Dremann 
and Gennady Sheyner can be 
emailed at sdremann@paweekly.
com and gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

For comprehensive coverage of the 
Midpeninsula’s response to the new 
coronavirus, including how the virus 
is affecting public health, residents, 
schools, cities, businesses, 
nonprofits, arts groups, etc., go to 
tinyurl.com/MidpenCorona

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com


