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Upfront

Masked Burghers
Auguste Rodin’s statues that make up “The Burghers of Calais” on the Stanford University campus 
don masks to stay protected from the new coronavirus on April 27.

a person can have a ripple effect.”
Cultivating a better bedside 

manner was something that 
evolved over time, he said. Along 
the way, he encountered all man-
ner of unusual situations that 
gave him insight into animals and 
people.

One memorable incident oc-
curred around 1990 at the down-
town Palo Alto home of two 
80-year-old sisters. They said 
there was a bird in the attic. War-
rior climbed up to look for the 
bird.

“The attic was completely 
clean,” he recalled. There was 
no sign of the bird. The women 
kept insisting they were hearing 
it chirp even as he swept the area 
with his flashlight. Finally, War-
rior exited the attic empty handed. 
He followed the bird sound to the 
part of the house where the sis-
ters insisted they heard the sound 
coming from the ceiling. The 
smoke detector’s battery alarm 
was going off, he said.

Warrior removed the unit from 
the ceiling and waited for the 
alarm to chirp. He explained the 
sound was coming out of the 
alarm. It didn’t mollify the sisters, 
however.

“How is the bird making the 
sound come out of there?” one of 
the sisters asked.

With Warrior and Lilly mak-
ing their last rounds in his rig this 
week, he noted that the 10-year-old 
rescue dog has herded stray cattle 
at Pearson-Arastradero Preserve, 
done school visits and helped calm 
down stressed people. His practice 
of animal services is a long way 
from the citation-writing, zero-
tolerance mindset animal officers 
were required to engage in when 

he first started, he said.
Warrior’s Facebook page is 

filled with comments from resi-
dents about what his work has 
meant to them. Some call him a 
hero.

Shirley Gaines encountered him 
when she was walking her dogs 
off leash decades ago when he 
started. She remembered he was 
kind and considerate — and he 
didn’t ticket her.

“He put himself way out. He’s 
such a kind, humane gentleman. 
People would call him in the 
middle of the night and he would 
get up and put on his uniform. He 
can’t be replaced,” she said.

After he exits, he plans to con-
tinue giving tours, as he has for 10 
years, at California State Parks’ 
Angel Island, a U.S. Immigration 
landmark. His wife, Pam, has a 
grandmother who was a Chinese 
immigrant and was held there for 
five weeks and interrogated. The 
couple are members of the Palo 
Alto Buddhist Temple and take 
part in a taiko drumming group, 
which he’ll also continue in his 
retirement.

Although he and Lilly won’t 
be driving in a city rig anymore, 
they’ll still spend lots of time in 
Palo Alto. Warrior said he plans 
on taking many long hikes in the 
foothills, particularly the Retail 
Loop in Arastradero Preserve, 
which was part of their usual 
patrol. Perhaps now, in his ci-
vilian role, he’ll also have new 
perspectives.

“We are very happy where we 
are, and I want to sit and assess 
and come to terms with my mem-
ories, and I hope to have enough 
time for that kind of thing,” he 
said.

He will also continue his 
graphic novels, which people can 
see on Roxanagraphs.us, includ-
ing “Canton Girls Are Made of 
Iron,” about the early Chinese 
immigrant experience, and stories 
about his animal adventures.

The website “is my love letter to 
San Francisco and Palo Alto and 
it’s about my relationship to the 
town,” he said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Warrior
(continued from page 10)

Mayors urge for more COVID-19 testing
Frustrated by the continued lack of widespread testing for  

COVID-19, mayors from every city in Santa Clara County co-signed 
a letter to county leaders this week offering their assistance in new 
testing sites.

The letter submitted by the Cities Association of Santa Clara 
County reflects a growing concern among local officials about the 
county’s slow ramp up in testing capacity, even as stay-at-home rules 
are starting to loosen and city leaders are formulating strategies for 
reopening business. Testing in the county remains largely limited to 
people with symptoms, health care professionals and other front-line 
workers. Even as other jurisdictions have made testing more available 
for the general population (Los Angeles announced Wednesday that 
any resident who needs a test can get one for free), the county has 
been testing about 600 people per day over the past month, a fraction 
of what officials believe is needed to safely reopen the economy.

The numbers have been slowing climbing. The county conducted 
an average of 898 tests daily over the past seven days, an improvement 
from mid-April, when there were fewer than 400 tests conducted on 
some days, according to the county’s dashboard. But city leaders and 
some members of the Board of Supervisors underscored this week 
that much more needs to be done.

“Our businesses and schools must have some certainty for their 
plans to reopen, which appears directly tied to the availability and 
the amount of testing,” states the letter that is signed by 15 mayors, 
including Adrian Fine of Palo Alto and Margaret Abe-Koga of Moun-
tain View. “It’s not clear how much testing is sufficient, and that is 
of concern to us.” 

—Gennady Sheyner

Ventura redevelopment faces complications
Palo Alto’s ambitious, but uncertain, plans to reimagine the Ventura 

neighborhood confronted a stark political reality Wednesday night, 
when neighborhood residents and some planning commissioners 
warned that the latest alternatives fail to reflect community’s per-
spectives or account for the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The concerns came out during the Planning and Transportation’s 
public hearing on the North Ventura Coordinated Area Plan, a land-
use document that will create a new vision for the 60-acre area. 

Commission Vice Chair Giselle Roohparvar argued Wednesday 
that the city should pause the process until the pandemic ends and 
the city has a better understanding of the new reality.

Commissioner Michael Alcheck took the opposite view and argued 
that many of the issues at the heart of the debate — including height 
and density of buildings — were contentious before the pandemic 
and will remain so after.

Alcheck and most of the other commissioners agreed that the city 
should go big on housing but faced a larger question: How big? Staff 
presented on Wednesday three alternatives, which would add 386 
units, 979 units, and 2,475 housing units to the site, respectively. 

—Gennady Sheyner

Stalled history museum wins grants from county
Santa Clara County has approved a pair of grants totaling more 

than $300,000 to restore and refurbish the 1930s-era murals and red 
clay roof at the historic Palo Alto Medical Clinic building that the city 
owns and that the Palo Alto History Museum has been working to 
restore and make its home. The grants will give a boost to the project, 
which has stalled due to a lack of funding.

The renovation of the Roth Building hasn’t been a particularly high 
priority for the Palo Alto City Council. While council members have 
talked for years about the need to fix up the aged but valuable city 
asset, they have delegated much of the fundraising task for these 
repairs to the Palo Alto History Museum, a nonprofit that has been 
raising money for the effort and that worked with the city on the 
grant proposal.

The council’s hopes that the nonprofit would raise the funds needed 
to advance the project diminished last month, when an independent 
review commissioned by the city concluded that the Palo Alto His-
tory Museum needs to raise between $2.36 million and $2.85 million 
to fund the renovation. The council voted on March 2 to let other 
nonprofits and developers propose uses for the city-owned building, 
including ones that would require a zone change.

Council members also said on March 2 they would consider an 
arrangement in which the nonprofit shares the facility with another 
group, or with the city. 

While the two grants don’t explicitly require the building to be 
occupied by the museum, the county program requires the projects 
being funded to be “open to the public and visible,” a requirement that 
is aligned with the nonprofit’s vision for the museum.  

—Gennady Sheyner

News Digest

William Warrior, who joined Palo Alto as an animal control officer in 
1979, shares a tender moment with his dog, Lilly, at the animal shelter.
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