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Upfront

A s the state inches toward 
reopening from the COV-
ID-19 crisis, counties are 

working to meet the California 
Department of Public Health’s 
criteria in order to further re-
lax restrictions on businesses 
and public movement. For some 
counties, the progression will be 
easier than for others. Santa Clara 
County, with one of the state’s 
largest populations, has a way to 
go, according to its data.

The logistics of doing adequate 
testing of the public for the dead-
ly coronavirus, tracing a multi-
tude of contacts with people who 
tested positive (known as contact 
tracing), housing homeless indi-
viduals who are most vulnerable 
to the disease and meeting many 
other requirements have been 
hampered by a lack of resources 
and untold complexities, public 
health department and county 
staff have said.

Last week, the county Board 
of Supervisors and the board’s 
Health and Hospital Committee 
pressed the Public Health Depart-
ment and county management to 
better define their roadmap for 
reaching the state’s criteria.

They reached one milestone on 
Monday, May 18, announcing the 
relaxation by six Bay Area coun-
ties and the city of Berkeley of 
some restrictions, which will now 
allow curbside sales by many re-
tail businesses — Stage 2 of the 
state’s plan — as of May 22.

The forward momentum was 
helped by changes to the state’s 
criteria, which California’s lead-
ers also announced on May 18. 

The new guidance revised the 
maximum number of positive 
cases within a 14-day period to be 
higher. Santa Clara County would 
not have made the state’s metrics 
for Stage 2 reopening without the 
change, according to its data.

This second stage of reopening 
is only one phase of the state’s 
plan. The county is succeeding in 
some areas while lagging on other 
state requirements that would ac-
celerate reopening. Here’s how 
Santa Clara County is performing 
on the state’s metrics.

Condition: Counties should 
have no more than 25 positive 
cases of COVID-19 per 100,000 
residents within a 14-day period 
or show a positive test rate of 
less than 8%.

Condition met?: Yes.
With a population of 1.928 

million residents, Santa Clara 
County had 194 positive cases in 
14 days ending May 19, far less 
than the state’s criteria of 25 cases 
maximum per 100,000 residents, 
which would be 482 cases. To 
date, the county has had 2,483 
confirmed COVID-19 cases since 
the pandemic began, according to 
data posted Tuesday on the Santa 
Clara County Public Health De-
partment’s COVID-19 online 
dashboard.

Of those, 475 were cases in 
long-term care facilities such as 
skilled nursing, assisted living, 
board-and-care and congregate 
independent living.

Previous to May 18, the state’s 
reopening criteria required coun-
ties to have no more than 10 cases 

of COVID-19 per 100,000 people 
in the past 14 days, or 192 cases in 
Santa Clara County. The county 
would have just barely missed 
meeting this criteria if it was still 
in place.

Condition: Counties can re-
open to Stage 2 if the number of 
hospitalizations for COVID-19 
patients doesn’t increase more 
than 5% over seven days. Small-
er counties have to show fewer 
than 20 hospitalizations on any 
given day for two weeks.

Condition met?: Yes.
Santa Clara County had a 15.4% 

decrease in COVID-19 hospital-
izations from May 12 through 
May 19, with 82 patients hospital-
ized with the virus compared to 
97 hospitalizations on May 12.

Condition: Counties should 
be able to conduct 1.5 COV-
ID-19 tests per 1,000 residents 
daily, or about 2,892 tests per 
day, in Santa Clara County. 
Testing should be available 
for 75% of residents within a 
30-minute drive in urban ar-
eas or 60-minute drive in rural 
areas.

Condition met?: No.
The county has only conducted 

about 1,200 to 1,300 tests per day 
and has a minimal goal to conduct 
4,000 tests per day by May 31, 
with an ultimate goal of 13,000 
to 15,000 per day to include 
those whom they consider high 
risk, Dr. Marty Fenstersheib, the 
new head of the COVID-19 test-
ing task force told the Board of 
Supervisors Health and Hospital 
Committee on May 14. He said he 
is confident they will get to the 
4,000-per-day goal by the end of 
the month, but reaching the larger 
target is harder. “Getting to that 
goal is going to take some time,” 
he said.

Condition: Counties should 
have 15 contact tracers per 
100,000 residents.

Condition met?: No.
The county is working to pre-

pare more than 700 people for 
the contact-tracing unit and sup-
port team, a spokesman said on 
May 19. The county will need to 
employ 289 people to achieve the 
state’s requirement. The county 
has not yet provided a date for 
when the contact tracing will 
ramp up.

Condition: Counties should 
be able to temporarily house at 
least 15% of county residents 
experiencing homelessness.

Condition met?: Unknown.
The county has 9,706 homeless 

individuals, according to its 2019 

Has the county met the state’s  
metrics for reopening?

As Stage 2 of reopening begins, county has met  
some requirements — but lags on others

by Sue Dremann

City Council (May 18)
Traffic: The council held a study session to discuss pending changes in traffic-
analysis methodology to comply with state legislation. Action: None
Tobacco: The council approved new restrictions to its tobacco prohibition, 
banning all stores from selling vaping products. Yes: Cormack, Filseth, Kou, 
Tanaka No: DuBois, Fine, Kniss

Utilities Advisory Commission (May 20)
COVID-19: The commission heard a presentation on the city’s response to 
COVID-19. Action: None
Sustainability: The commission discussed sustainability goals and key actions 
pertaining to the 2020 Sustainability/Climate Action Plan. Action: None

Architectural Review Board (May 21)
3585 El Camino Real: The board discussed a proposed three-story mixed-use 
development with three residential units and office space at 3585 El Camino 
Real. It continued the discussion to a later date and directed the applicant to 
return with a landscape plan and a design that includes underground parking. 
Yes: Baltay, Hirsch, Lew, Thompson No: Lee
486 Hamilton Ave.: The board provided feedback on a proposed three-story 
development at 486 Hamilton Ave., which includes retail, office space and four 
residential units. Action: None

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk 
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

PUBLIC HEALTH

Natalia Sanchez, a dining employee at Channing House, waves 
to residents during a recent staff appreciation event. Under state 
requirements, all skilled nursing facilities need to have a two-week 
supply of personal protective equipment for all workers. Santa Clara 
County has partially met this condition.
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point-in-time count, a survey that 
takes place in the last 10 days of 
January.

The county, city of San Jose, 
and Continuum of Care (a con-
sortium of service providers) have 
a partnership to help homeless 
people affected by the COVID-19 
outbreak.

The county and city of San 
Jose added a total of 1,245 addi-
tional units/beds to their tempo-
rary shelter inventory, including 
575 motel/hotel rooms across 10 
sites in six cities (Gilroy, Milpi-
tas, Morgan Hill, San Jose, Santa 
Clara and Sunnyvale); 250 beds 
in the Field Respite Center at the 
Santa Clara Convention Center 
for COVID-19 positive patients; 
and 420 temporary shelter beds 
in San Jose at Gateway Pavil-
ion at the Santa Clara County 
Fairgrounds, a family shelter at 
Camden Community Center, and 
the San Jose Convention Cen-
ter’s Parkside Hall and South 
Hall as of May 12, according to 
the county’s COVID-19 response 
website, but that is short of the 
1,488 beds needed to meet the 
state’s 15% requirement for tem-
porary housing.

The county has provided tem-
porary shelter to 1,110 home-
less individuals, according to a 
spokesperson for the county’s 
Emergency Operations Center. In 
addition, it has found permanent 
housing for 400 people.

Every known homeless person 
who has tested positive for COV-
ID-19 has been given shelter, the 
county said.

Condition: Counties should 
be able to meet a surge of at 
least a 35% increase in hospital 
demand due to COVID-19 on 
top of the usual non-COVID-19 
care needs.

Condition met?: Yes.
This is one metric where staff 

are confident of the county’s suc-
cess. On May 19, the county had 
82 people hospitalized with CO-
VID-19. A full 100% of the 1,231 
surge hospital beds are avail-
able. The surge-capacity beds 

represent more than 100% of the 
usual hospital bed capacity. On 
May 19, 51.34% of acute hospital 
beds were available and 51.90% 
of intensive-care unit beds were 
still available. The county has 847 
ventilators, 119 of which were in 
use, but its data doesn’t state how 
many are being used by COV-
ID-19 patients.

Condition: All skilled nurs-
ing facilities should have a two-
week supply of personal protec-
tive equipment for workers and 
their own sources of such equip-
ment other than state supplies, 
and county hospital facilities 
should have plans for how to en-
sure all clinical and nonclinical 
workers have personal protec-
tive equipment.

Condition met?: Partially.
County Executive Jeff Smith 

told supervisors on May 12 that 
the news is mixed. All 11 hos-
pitals and clinics in the county 
have certified they have enough 
personal protective equipment at 
this time. By May 19, a county 
spokesman said most of the hos-
pitals had committed to a 30-day 
supply. The county Public Health 
Department checks in weekly on 
the hospitals’ supplies.

Skilled nursing facilities are a 
different matter. Not all have cer-
tified their personal equipment 
supply.

“How can I say this politely? 
Some of them have ignored our 
request,” Smith told the Board of 
Supervisors on May 12. He said 
the county Emergency Operations 
Center would supply the skilled-
nursing facilities, and staff is do-
ing one-to-one outreach. Those 
numbers were still not available 
on May 19. A county spokesman 
said staff members are working on 
the personal protective equipment 
supply levels for skilled nursing 
facilities and are procuring ad-
ditional supplies and distribution 
channels through donations and 
the state. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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Upfront

COVID-19 tests are now 
available to all Santa Clara 
County residents at two 

new locations in San Jose, county 
and city leaders said Wednesday.

Verily Life Sciences, the life 
science research arm of Moun-
tain View’s Alphabet Inc., will 
offer free testing to all county 
residents, even if they don’t have 
symptoms or health insurance, at 
Police Athletic League Stadium 
at 680 S. 34th St. and the Santa 
Clara County Fairgrounds at 344 
Tully Road.

Santa Clara County Supervisor 
Cindy Chavez implored residents 
to get tested as soon as they can as 
the county seeks to reach an aver-
age of 4,000 tests per day. Chavez 
also said that local leaders can and 
will help residents who struggle to 
sign up for testing due to obstacles 
like language barriers.

Tests at both sites will be con-
ducted differently than the com-
mon nasopharyngeal swab test 
that requires a long medical cot-
ton swab reaching the back of a 
patient’s throat.

Patients can self-administer 
the test in their vehicle by using 
a smaller swab, similar to a Q-tip, 
to swipe the inside of each nostril 
for 10 seconds. The entire testing 
process can be completed in as 
little as three minutes, according 
to Verily.

County Testing Officer Dr. 
Marty Fenstersheib said both 
sites are located in eastern San 
Jose due to the disproportionate 
number of cases that have been 
confirmed in the area.

“Cumulatively, and even over 
the last couple weeks, 40% of our 
cases that we’ve identified have 
come from East San Jose,” Fen-
stersheib said. “And the percent of 
testing that we’ve been doing up 
until now has only been 20% from 
that area, so we’re under testing 
people from San Jose.”

“There are many factors behind 
that,” San Jose Mayor Sam Lic-
cardo said of East San Jose’s dis-
proportionate case numbers, “but 
the fundamental one is we know 
this is where the economic need 
is. This is where so many of our 
residents are working every day 
in essential industries.”

Fenstersheib cautioned that 
the county’s number of cases is 
likely to continue rising as more 
people get tested, particularly in 
areas with large numbers of high-
risk residents. As of Wednesday, 
the county has confirmed 2,492 
cases, including 138 deaths.

He also advised front-line 
health care workers to get tested 
once per month at either site.

“You can’t just do it once; you 
have to do it on a regular basis,” 
he said. “That’s why it’s important 
for the employers of the workers 
to understand that it’s really im-
portant for them to work with us 
and their employees to provide 
time for those workers to go and 
get tested.”

The state of California is fund-
ing both testing sites through its 
partnership with Verily. Both sites 
will be open Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with a 
daily cap of about 300 tests.

At Wednesday’s news confer-
ence at PAL Stadium, Liccardo 
said if both sites are consistently 
hitting that cap, they may consider 
expanding the daily testing hours.

“We want to do everything we 
can to drive people here first, 
show that this is a place where, 
clearly, we’re going to fully utilize 
these resources and then we’ll be 
able to expand,” he said.

Santa Clara County residents 
can sign up for a test at either 
location at Verily’s Project Base-
line website, projectbaseline.
com/study/covid-19. The website 
is available in both English and 
Spanish. 

COVID-19 tests offered  
to all county residents

East San Jose sites will operate  
on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

by Bay City News Service

outdoor museums, outdoor histor-
ical sites and publicly accessible 
gardens, Williams said.

The updated order represents 
the county’s first easing of shelter-
at-home restrictions since May 4, 
when construction work was per-
mitted to resume and gardeners 
were allowed to go back to work. 
In the two weeks since then, the 
county has not seen a dramatic 
increase in COVID-19 cases, sug-
gesting that it is safe to further re-
lax the restrictions that have been 
in effect since March 17.

Dr. Sara Cody, the county’s 
health officer, said the decision 
was driven by data. The number 
of new cases in the county per 
day is stable and has been de-
creasing, she said, “significantly 
reducing the doubling time for 
new cases.” She noted that Santa 
Clara County started with more 
cases than any county in the state 
but today accounts for just 3% of 
all California cases.

Cody said the number of pa-
tients requiring hospitalization 

for COVID-19 has been consis-
tently trending down and that the 
hospitals have the beds and the 
staffing they need to “take care 
of any patient in any need.”

And while the county remains 
far from its goal of conducting 
4,000 coronavirus tests per day, 
Cody noted that its testing short-
fall has significantly decreased. 
In early April, the county was 
usually performing fewer than 
600 tests per day, but on one re-
cent day, the number of tests was 
up around 1,600. The positivity 
rate of tests has dropped from 9% 
in early April to 1% to 1.5% these 
days, which Cody said is a “very 
significant improvement.”

“With this progress, we can 
now take another step forward in 
gradually reopening,” Cody said.

Even though Santa Clara is one 
of the last counties in the Bay 
Area to allow businesses to re-
open, county leaders pushed back 
against the notion that they were 
pressured to relax their health 
order because other parts of the 
state are moving faster. When 
asked about that, Williams and 
Cody pointed to the fact that the 
county’s last modification to the 

health order came two weeks ago. 
Because the incubation period for 
COVID-19 is about 14 days, the 
county waited this long to see the 
effects of the May 4 order.

The fact that new cases per day 
have continued to decline and that 
hospital capacity remains robust 
prompted the decision to further 
relax restrictions, Cody said. An 
increase in testing and contact 
tracing capacity also contributed 
to the decision, she said, though 
she did not provide details about 
tracing. (See article on page 12, 
“Has the county met the state’s 
metrics for reopening?”)

“The big picture is, of course 
we want to move as quickly as 
we can as there are significant 
health harms with the social and 
economic disruption, but we have 
to be able to look at our data to 
understand whether we have the 
headroom to take that next step,” 
Cody said. “I think here in Santa 
Clara County we have the head-
room. Not a lot, but we probably 
have more headroom here than 
many, many, many other places.” 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Reopen
(continued from page 5)

S anta Clara County of-
ficials have rolled back 
restrictions to allow 

drive-thru celebrations and car 
parades, opening up the pos-
sibility for graduation ceremo-
nies behind the wheel.

On Monday, May 18, the San-
ta Clara County Public Health 
Department announced new 
revisions to its shelter-at-home 
order allowing for car parades, 
but with some restrictions. The 
order allows for participation in 
mobile celebrations so long as 

all the occupants in the vehicle 
are from the same household. 
Cars are prohibited from stop-
ping during the parade or gath-
ering at a “fixed location,” and 
bicycles and motorcycles are 
not allowed to join in.

The subject of car parades had 
become a bit of a lightning rod 
among residents in recent weeks.

When asked about it dur-
ing a virtual town hall meet-
ing on Sunday, May 17, Santa 
Clara County Counsel James 
Williams explained that the 

public health order bans all 
travel deemed “nonessential.” 
Williams acknowledged, how-
ever, that activities such as car 
parades carry a lower level of 
health risk due to their inherent 
social distancing.

The updated order, while 
modestly scaling back the 
rules, still preserves the broad 
requirement to stay at home. 

Mountain View Voice Staff 
Writer Kevin Forestieri can 
be emailed at kforestieri@ 
mv-voice.com.

County permits car parades again,  
in time for graduation

The subject of celebrations on wheels had become controversial in recent weeks
by Kevin Forestieri

PUBLIC HEALTH

A car passes by the Stanford Theatre in downtown Palo Alto on May 14.
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PUBLIC HEALTH

San Jose has opened two new drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites, 
similar to this one in Menlo Park, that are now offering free tests to 
all Santa Clara County residents.
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