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Upfront

Please visit www.SafeCleanWater.org, where 
you can learn more about the program and  
take two minutes to add your voice to the  
Community Input Survey. 
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ADVERTISEMENT

How important is having Safe, Clean 
Water and Natural Flood Protection in 
Santa Clara County to you?

As our community faces 
serious public health chal-
lenges, it is essential that 
Valley Water continues to 
provide Safe, Clean Water 
& Natural Flood Protection 
for all. Valley Water plays a 
vital role as part of the greater 
public infrastructure system 
and providing reliable drink-
ing water supplies during 
emergencies is one of our top 
priorities.

The Safe, Clean Water 
and Natural Flood Protection 
Program, a parcel tax over-
whelmingly approved by 74% 
of voters in 2012, is putting 
your tax dollars to work to 
make sure your drinking wa-
ter is safe. Projects funded by 
the program are also making 
steady progress to protect 
residents and businesses 
from flooding and sea-level 
rise. At the same time, we are 

working to repair and replace 
our aging dams and expand 
our reservoirs to ensure we 
have enough water even in 
the face of natural disasters 
or droughts. Through steady 
collaboration with our city 
partners and the community, 
we are reducing toxins, haz-
ards and contaminants in our 
waterways by removing litter 
from encampments.

We know our commu-

nity is contending with new 
challenges such as emergen-
cies, natural disasters, climate 
change, population growth, 
and uncertain imported water 
supplies. We are seeking your 
input as we explore potential-
ly updating and enhancing 
this program to meet Santa 
Clara County’s current and 
future needs.   

What matters most to you?
Is it that the water that 

flows through our commu-
nity is free of toxins and 
contaminants? Or that our 
water supplies are safe in case 
of an emergency or natural 
disaster? Perhaps you support 
our work on projects that 
keep us safe from floods?

We want to hear your 

voice as we explore designing 
an updated Safe, Clean Water, 
and Natural Flood Protection 
Program that better meets the 
future water needs of Santa 
Clara County. 

Santa Clara Valley Water 
District is now known as 
Valley Water.

Stanford to limit students next fall
Travel restrictions, fewer students on campus and primarily on-

line instruction: A Stanford University education will look vastly 
different when the fall quarter begins.

President Marc Tessier-Lavigne and Provost Persis Drell an-
nounced on Wednesday initial plans for reopening campus the 
next academic year while working to limit the spread of the coro-
navirus, with the caveat that the plans are subject to local public 
health conditions and guidance.

They said they “want to plan for a scenario that we have a high 
degree of confidence we can stick to, even if COVID-19 infections 
increase in a second wave. Shutting down mid-quarter and send-
ing students home would not be a desirable outcome for anyone.”

Online teaching will be the “default,” though some in-person 
classes will be offered. Any class larger than 50 students will 
likely need to be taught online. 

To allow for social distancing, the university is planning to al-
low only half of all undergraduate students to live on campus for a 
quarter, with each group alternating every quarter. The academic 
year will start one week earlier, on Sept. 14, and be extended into 
a four-quarter year through the summer. 

Students will likely have to wear masks on campus. Stanford 
will ask them not to travel outside the local area. 

A Stanford committee led by the dean of the School of Medi-
cine, Lloyd Minor, is working on recommendations for a univer-
sitywide plan for testing, contact tracing and isolation. 

—Elena Kadvany

Newell Road Bridge hits milestone
A regional effort to replace and expand the narrow Newell Road 

Bridge between Palo Alto and East Palo Alto reached a crucial 
milestone on Monday night when the City Council gave the project 
its final clearance.

Despite some opposition from the surrounding neighborhood, 
the council unanimously voted to replace the bridge — which 
was built in 1911 and which crosses the San Francisquito Creek 
between Edgewood Drive in Palo Alto and Woodland Avenue in 
East Palo Alto — with a wider span. The goals of the project are 
to both upgrade a structure that has been deemed “functionally 
obsolete” by the state Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and 
to advance a broader flood-control plan around the volatile creek.

Once the Newell Road Bridge is replaced, officials will be able 
to shift their focus on the more flood-prone structure upstream of 
Newell Road: the Pope-Chaucer Bridge, which famously failed to 
contain water during the February 1998 flood.

While the council agreed that the bridge needs to be replaced, 
more than a dozen Palo Alto residents implored Monday to think 
smaller. Rather than build a wider bridge, the city should replace 
the existing span with a one-lane bridge that would facilitate two-
way traffic with signals, they argued.

The council, however, agreed to move ahead with the staff pro-
posal for a two-lane bridge. 

—Gennady Sheyner

County’s falls short of testing goals 
Santa Clara County public health managers have gained sig-

nificant ground in controlling the coronavirus among vulnerable 
populations and the public in general, they told the Board of Su-
pervisors on Tuesday. But while the county has met a state goal for 
testing, a key indicator for reopening the economy, it still struggles 
to meet its own separate testing goal, they said. In large part, that’s 
because some hospitals and clinics are lagging behind, the chief 
manager of the county’s testing program said.

The county has reached a state indicator goal of 150 tests per 
100,000 people per day — about 2,880 — which is recommended 
by California health leaders, said Dr. Marty Fenstersheib, head of 
the county COVID-19 testing task force. 

Santa Clara County’s self-imposed goal was a minimum of 
4,000 nasal-swab tests per day by the end of May, Fenstersheib 
said. He and County Executive Jeff Smith previously stated they 
were confident they would meet the goal, a minimum they said 
they needed to reach to feel comfortable with easing more re-
strictions. That number is far from the 15,000 to 16,000 tests per 
day they have said the county needs to be fully testing enough 
people.

Fenstersheib indicated that despite the county’s failure  to reach 
the end-of-May goal, the county has seen a significant drop in 
the number of positive cases of coronavirus. The county now has 
about a 1% positivity rate in most areas and a 3% positivity rate in 
hot spots, far lower than they have previously seen. He said health 
officers are quite happy with the results, a strong indication the 
stay-at-home order and other measures are working. 

—Sue Dremann

News Digest


