
By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

The findings of a months-long inde-
pendent investigation into the conduct 
of three Tiburon and Belvedere police of-
ficers during a racially charged incident 
at a Black-owned Fountain Plaza clothing 
store in August will not be made public 
unless the involved officers consent to its 
release, Tiburon officials say.

Citing state employee-privacy laws, 
Town Manager Greg Chanis said the in-
vestigation report, expected to be finalized 
this month, will be privately reviewed by 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Blue & Gold Fleet is seeking to discon-
tinue service between Tiburon and San 
Francisco, a move that would eliminate 
the ferry as an option for travel between 
the two cities during weekday non-com-
mute hours, in the later evenings and en-
tirely on weekends. 

Though most and sometimes all trips 
have been suspended amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Pier 39, which owns Blue 
& Gold Fleet LP, filed an application with 
the California Public Utilities Commission 
to end the service, citing declining rev-
enue and increased operating costs. The 
utilities commission held a pre-hearing 
on the application in November but has 
not advanced the request any further be-
cause of COVID-19-related slowdowns in 
workflow. A final hearing date had not 
been set by The Ark’s press deadline. 
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By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon seventh-grader Cora Cham-
pommier had no idea her performance in Bel 
Aire Elementary School’s 2019 production of 
“Annie” would lead to a role in the new Disney 
Pixar movie “Soul,” which amid the pandemic 
is scheduled for a straight-to-streaming release 

on Dec. 25.
Nevertheless, the 12-year-old found herself 

at Pixar Animation Studios in Emeryville 
with her mother last year, meeting Pete 
Docter, the director of “Up” and “Monsters, 
Inc.,” and voicing the part of Connie — a 
middle-school girl who plays trombone in the 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Two Tiburon doctors working at 
Kaiser Permanente Medical Center 
in Terra Linda were among the first 
in Marin and across the U.S. to get 
vaccinated against the coronavirus 

last week, marking a new milestone 
in the nine-month pandemic. 

Dr. Jason Bateman and Dr. Shideh 
Shadan received their first of two 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine Dec. 17, 
the day after Marin received an ini-

By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Belvedere City Council has ap-
proved a conceptual design for a mul-
timillion-dollar plan to strengthen the 
city’s seawalls, making way for the next 
phase of the project: more than a year 
of environmental review and feasibility 
studies aimed at producing solid cost es-
timates and a more detailed design.

The council at its Dec. 14 teleconfer-
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tial shipment of 1,950 doses, initiating the 
local rollout of what will be the largest in-
oculation effort in U.S. history.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
late Dec. 11 authorized the vaccine for use 
by people age 16 and older, allowing about 
3 million doses to be dispatched across the 
nation this week.

The U.S. has a deal with Pfizer for a sup-
ply of 100 million vaccines, which will be 
free to the public. The ultra-cold storage vac-
cine, which requires a second-dose booster 
about three weeks after the initial injection, 
was found to be about 95-percent effective in 
clinical trials.

Moderna’s two-dose vaccine received 
FDA approval Dec. 18, and Marin Public 
Health Official Dr. Matt Willis said it’s the 
next likely candidate for distribution in 
Marin. The U.S. has ordered 200 million 
doses of the Moderna shot, which is report-
edly 94-percent effective. The Moderna vac-
cine requires a 28-day space between the 
first vaccine and the booster.

Wider public availability is expected in 
March, and Willis said it could take at least 
four months to get the entire community 
vaccinated. 

He said a 70-percent community vaccina-
tion rate is an early target toward potential-
ly achieving herd immunity, in which virus 
transmission greatly slows and the broader 
community is generally protected by those 
who are immune.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases and a member of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force, said Dec. 16 that 
“by the time we get into mid-fall of 2021, we 
can be approaching some level of normal-
ity” if “the overwhelming proportion of the 
population” gets vaccinated. 

The vaccinations begin as the virus 
continues to surge locally, statewide and 
throughout the country. More than 300,000 
people in the U.S. have died from the virus 
since February.

The entire Bay Area went under a state-
mandated stay-at-home order just before 
midnight Dec. 18 after the 11-county region’s 
collective intensive-care-unit bed availabil-
ity dropped below 15 percent the day prior.

Though Marin had already joined four 
other Bay Area counties in voluntarily im-
plementing the lockdown restrictions Dec. 8 
through Jan. 4, the new state order will last at 
least three weeks, or at least through Jan. 7.

Both Bateman and Shadan encouraged 
residents to get vaccinated as soon as they 
are able — and, even after vaccination, to 
continuing wearing face-coverings and 
practicing physical distancing until hearing 
otherwise from public-health officials.

“Many people are asking questions, are 
feeling curious, are feeling scared,” said 
Bateman, a four-year Lyford Cove resident. 
“Get the vaccine. The benefits completely 
outweigh the risks for our individual safety 
and the safety of our loved ones.”

Bateman and Shadan have each worked 
at Kaiser San Rafael for 19 years; Bateman 
is an emergency-medicine physician while 
Shadan is the chief hospitalist, supervising 
the in-hospital physicians whose job it is to 
coordinate the care of patients. 

“My hope is that people get the vaccine  
so that our communities get increased pro-
tection, so that as it becomes more available, 
we can decrease the spread of the disease 
and keep people from getting really ill,” 

Shadan said. 
Bateman noted the last nine months have 

been stressful for Kaiser health-care work-
ers on the front lines of the pandemic. 

He said some of his colleagues have found 
creative ways to stay connected to their fam-
ilies while not being physically present, such 
as a doctor he knows who was living in a van 
in front of his house so he could see his wife 
and new baby every day without risking ex-
posing them to the virus. Some colleagues 
shower at work, he said. Bateman waits until 
he gets home, but he sheds his clothes after 
coming in the front door and puts them in the 
washing machine right away.

Shadan said her colleagues are “doing 
their best to deal with a difficult situation.”

“If you’re using your personal protection 
equipment correctly, you’re taking care of it,” 
she said.

Bateman noted it has been challenging for 
staff to keep their morale up amid repeated 
surges in cases, hospitalizations and deaths. 

“When the surges keep coming, it’s a chal-
lenge to stay engaged,” he said. “My col-
leagues are incredibly resilient. There’s a lot 
of teamwork involved, and they look out for 
one another.”

He added if the general public continues 
to stay at home as much as possible, wear-
ing face coverings and maintaining physi-
cal distance when they do venture out, “that 
will help us do our job.”

Meanwhile, the early stages of vaccina-
tion are providing a morale boost to local 
residents who have been grappling with the 
pandemic for months. 

Tiburon resident Stacey Crawford has 
been teaching in-person classes at Belvedere-
Hawthorne Nursery School since September. 
She noted she hasn’t been able to hug or be 
around her mom without wearing a face cov-
ering since March and said she’ll be getting 
the vaccine as soon as it is available to her. 

“The reason I would be getting the vac-
cine is to support herd immunity and to 
protect those around me and in my commu-
nity,” she said. 

Dr. Taissa Cherry of Belvedere, an anes-
thesiologist and interventional pain special-
ist, called news of the vaccine being approved 
and distributed “fantastic, fabulous.”

“The data is very, very good,” she said, 
adding she has every confidence in the vac-
cine based on that evidence.

Yolanda Lopez of Tiburon also said her 
family would be getting vaccinated, though 
she noted their chance will likely be a ways 
off, as none of them is considered high risk.

She said she isn’t concerned about side 

effects. 
“By the time we get it, officials will figure 

out a lot of that stuff” that people are con-
cerned about, she said. 

Bateman said that people shouldn’t be 
alarmed if, in the day or two following get-
ting the shot, they experience some of the 
same symptoms that they would experience 
when getting any other vaccine, such as a 
flu-like symptoms, pain in the arm where 
the injection was administered, fatigue, mild 
fever or even backache.

“It’s OK to have a little fever and fatigue,” 
he said. “It shows the body is producing 
antibodies.”

Bateman called the early vaccinations “a 
glimmer of hope.”

“There is actually, finally, some hope on 

the horizon,” he said. “We still have to be 
mindful of our practices and be safe, but I’m 
very excited about what’s to come.”

Reach Tiburon reporter Deirdre McCrohan 
at 415-944-4634.
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at a glance
Marin data is per the county Department of 

Health and Human Services as of 4 p.m. Dec. 18.
 118 diagnosed cases, up from 114 on 

Dec. 14. The town has an overall rate of 1,312 total 
cases per 100,000 residents.

 26 diagnosed cases, unchanged 
from Dec. 14. The city has an overall rate of 1,367 
total cases per 100,000 residents.

 39 diagnosed cases, up from 35 on 
Dec. 14. The community has an overall rate of 718 
total cases per 100,000 residents.

 6,609 diagnosed cases, 5,801 recovered, 
108 deaths and eight COVID-positive patients in in-
tensive-care-unit beds, with a reported zero staffed 
adult ICU availability. There were 6,296 cases, 106 
deaths, 11 ICU hospitalizations and zero available 
beds Dec. 14. The adjusted seven-day average daily 
case rate was 8.1 new cases per 100,000 residents 
as of Dec. 5, and seven-day test positivity was 3.1 
percent as of Dec. 11. Marin’s R-eff was 1.35, indi-
cating increasing spread, as of Dec. 16, according to 
the California COVID Assessment Tool. 

 12.8-percent ICU bed availability as 
of Dec. 18.

 1,764,374 diagnosed cases, 22,160 
deaths, per the California Department of Public 
Health as of Dec. 16. Up from 1,585,044 cases, 
21,046 deaths on Dec. 14. 

 17 million cases, 309,880 deaths, per the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as 
of noon Dec. 18. Up from 16.1 million cases and 
298,266 deaths Dec. 14.

 72.8 million cases and 1.64 million 
deaths, per the World Health Organization as of 
9:30 a.m. Dec. 18. Up from 71.1 million cases and 
1.61 million deaths on Dec. 14.
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town staff to determine what, if any, disciplin-
ary action and public disclosure is necessary. 

“After making those determinations, the 
town will need to first seek the consent from 
the officers who are the subject of the investi-
gation to determine whether they would con-
sent to the release,” Chanis said in an email. 
“If the town receives consent, then it will pro-
ceed to decide on releasing the report.”

The investigation, led by attorney 
Vida Thomas of the Law Offices of Amy 
Oppenheimer, began in September, following 
a heated early morning exchange between 
storeowner Yema Khalif and two Tiburon 
police officers while Khalif and his partner, 
Hawi Awash, were sorting inventory at the 
store after hours with a friend. The incident 
was recorded on the friend’s cellphone and 
police body cameras; the cellphone video 
went viral on social media and sparked 
widespread outrage in the community. 

Shortly after 1 a.m. Aug. 21, a Tiburon po-
lice officer, later identified as Isaac Madfes, 
approached Yema, an African-inspired 
athleisure-wear store on Main Street, after 
noticing the lights were on and there were 
people inside the store. 

According to the body-cam footage, 
Madfes knocked on the store’s glass door, 
and Khalif answered. Madfes noted that it 
was unusual to see activity in downtown 
Tiburon late at night and asked if Khalif, 
who was inside the store with Awash and 
their friend, was restocking merchandise. 

Khalif replied, “No, just doing our thing” 
and asked if there was a problem. Madfes 
asked several more times why the group 
was in the store so late, with Khalif respond-
ing in turn that he didn’t have to explain 
himself if Madfes can’t articulate what the 
problem is. Khalif then asked to speak with 
a supervisor, and Madfes said his supervi-
sor is already on his way. 

The encounter grew heated after Sgt. 
Michael Blasi, the supervising sergeant on 
duty, and Belvedere Officer Jeremy Clark 
arrived a couple minutes later. Khalif sug-
gested that without an explanation of the 
problem, the “problem” must be that the 
group is Black, which Blasi denied. Blasi 
said they’re checking on the store because 
of the hour and demanded an explanation of 
why Khalif is there, saying the officers just 
want to know whether it’s his store. 

After more back-and-forth between the 
two, Blasi repeatedly insisted that Khalif 
is required to provide proof of his identity 
and that he is the storeowner while disput-
ing Khalif’s assertions that he isn’t required 
to do so. 

California is not a stop-and-identify state. 
Under state law, Khalif would only have 
been required to disclose his identity if he 
was arrested on suspicion of committing a 
crime or if legally stopped while driving a 
vehicle, which requires a license. Under the 
Fifth Amendment, everyone has a constitu-
tional right to decline to answer questions 
and cannot be punished for refusing. 

Madfes ultimately suggested Khalif put 
his keys in the door, but the interaction 
ended abruptly when, just as Khalif began 
sorting through his key ring, a neighbor 
yelled twice from his balcony across the 
street, “Hey, that’s his store!” 

Blasi said, “Thank you sir, that’s all I 
needed to know,” and then walks away — 
without the proof they demanded — though 
Madfes lingered behind, once again asking 
Khalif to put his key in the door. Khalif de-

clined, telling Madfes his supervisor had 
already walked away. 

The 6-minute interaction between Blasi 
and Khalif was recorded by Khalif’s friend 
and later posted to Yema’s Facebook and 
Instagram accounts, garnering more than 
half a million views. The full 11-minute inci-
dent was recorded on Madfes’ body camera 
and released by the town a couple days later. 

Khalif and Awash have asserted the inci-
dent was racially motivated. In interviews 
with The Ark, they noted the interior lights 
were on, no alarm was sounding and no one 
had reported suspicious activity; that Madfes 
had apparently already called for backup be-
fore approaching the store; that Clark several 
times appeared to rest his hand on his gun 
holster; and that, as designer-models for their 
brand, several life-sized posters of the couple 
were visible through the windows, while 
Khalif was wearing the same clothing as the 
mannequin just feet from the door.

A community Town Hall meeting held 
the week following the incident showed resi-
dents were deeply divided on the issue, with 
many calling the officers’ acts racist and 
demanding their resignations, while others 
faulted Khalif for withholding information 
and said the officers should be commended 
for doing their job. 

Tiburon officials immediately announced 
the town would commission an indepen-
dent investigation into the conduct of Blasi, 
Madfes and Clark. Blasi resigned Sept. 1, with 
town officials saying he believed “it would be 
difficult to continue being effective as a police 
officer in Tiburon” after the incident. 

The exchange also led to calls for Tiburon 
Police Chief Michael Cronin to step down. 
Cronin announced his retirement a few weeks 
later, though he and town officials said the 
move was not prompted by the outcry and 
that Cronin had been planning his retirement 
for some time. He was replaced on an interim 
basis by Marin County Undersheriff Jamie 
Scardina, himself a former Tiburon police 
officer, and the town is in the process of re-
cruiting and hiring a full-time replacement. 

Madfes has continued to work throughout 
the investigation.

The public interest in the exchange was 
substantial, with residents sounding off on 
social media, public forums and in mes-
sages to the town. The local incident came 
just months after the Memorial Day killing 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis and the en-
suing Black Lives Matter protests across the 
country, including several in Tiburon. 

In an Aug. 24 interview, Khalif said he had 
no doubt the officers confronted him due to 
his race and said he was “still traumatized.” 

“I could have been another statistic, I could 
have been another George Floyd, Trayvon 
Martin, but I did not take the bait,” he said. 
“The next day when I woke up, I was like, 
‘Holy s— , what just happened?” 

Others in the community have insisted 
the officers were doing their jobs correctly in 
questioning Khalif. They say the body-cam-
era footage validates why the patrol officer 
was there and shows that Madfes started 
the conversation in a friendly way, that 
Khalif should have been grateful and that 
the racism allegations were manufactured. 

In the months since the incident, the 
Tiburon Town Council decided to form a 
10-member Diversity Inclusion Task Force to 
tackle those issues within town government, 
the Police Department and the greater com-
munity. All five councilmembers will serve 
on the task force, leaving five spots for resi-
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ence meeting voted unanimously to au-
thorize a deeper study of the plan, which 
features short, exposed seawalls and shore-
line pathways along San Rafael Avenue and 
Beach Road as well as flood fixes on stretch-
es of West Shore Road and Main Street in 
Tiburon. 

Estimates show the project will cost about 
$20.1 million, not including a necessary 
piece in Tiburon that could cost anywhere 
between $60,000 and $4.3 million. 

The council’s approval came a week after 
the city’s Committee to Protect Belvedere’s 
Seawalls, Levees and Utilities recommended 
the design in a 7-1 vote. The design emerged 
as a favorite over the course of the past year 
and a half, as the seawall committee met 
numerous times with the project managers, 
Stetson Engineers, and Belvedere residents 
to shape the project. 

Belvedere City Manager Craig Middleton 
pointed out at the Dec. 14 meeting that there 
will be ample opportunity for residents and 

stakeholders to give feedback on the design 
moving forward during the environmental 
review process. 

“We aren’t asking the council to seal the 
deal tonight,” he said. “We are just asking to 
move forward.” 

As the project continues onward, 
Middleton said city staff would heed recom-
mendations from city officials, including: 

town of Tiburon regarding a flood barrier 
on Main Street.

-
torney throughout the environmental review 
process. 

-
fessional estimators and construction 
contractors. 

public, including the installation of story 
poles. 

on San Rafael Avenue are not impeded in 
the design. 

Lagoon Property Owners’ Association con-

cerning the proposed stormwater collection 
system on Beach Road. 

-
ans on Beach Road can be retained as part 
of the project. 

At last week’s hearing, Councilmember 
James Lynch also pointed out that there 
were lingering concerns about how a linear 
park proposed on Beach Road would impact 
residents in the shorefront homes owned 
and rented out by the Belvedere Land Co.

The council also heard from seawall com-
mittee member Bill Rothman, who cast the 
sole vote against recommending the design. 
He said he’s had issues from the beginning 

about the figures the city is using to esti-
mate sea-level rise, which he says are twice 
what the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration is projecting. 

Additionally, he pointed out the seawall on 
San Rafael Avenue hasn’t been overtopped 
since 1984, when riprap was installed after 
a severe flooding event. The Beach Road 
barrier has never been overtopped during a 
storm. 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.

meeting notes
In other action at the council’s Dec. 14 meet-

ing:

historic designation for 370 Bella Vista Ave., 
owned by Mitul Modi. The five-story home, named 
the Lillian G. Waters House, was built in 1894. It is 
the city’s 23rd historic property. 

replace two city ordinances to comply with state 
law. The first, the city’s solar energy system ordi-

nance, was changed to streamline the permitting 
process for residential solar systems by adopting 
a checklist for applicants to inform them of the 
requirements and begin ministerial review of proj-
ects of 10 kilowatts or less. In a separate vote, 
the council unanimously approved changes to the 
city’s electric vehicle charging station ordinance, 
allowing for administrative approval of projects 
that satisfy a checklist of requirements outlined 
by the state. 
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City Manager Craig Middleton oversees the 
bulk of the daily tasks as well as city staff. 

With last week’s council meeting held 
virtually due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
Campbell was given the traditional mayoral 
sash ahead of the hearing. He donned it after 
accepting his fellow councilmembers’ unani-
mous recommendation. 

In his first remarks as mayor, Campbell 
thanked Kemnitzer for her service through 
the many challenges over the past year, 
including the days-long power outage in 
October 2019, the COVID-19 outbreak and 
racial-justice issues following the George 
Floyd killing in Minneapolis in June and 
an incident between police and the Black 
owners of downtown Tiburon clothing store 
Yema in August. 

“Nancy is one of those kinds of leaders 
you dream about,” Campbell said. “She’s 
thoughtful, reasoned, takes input and 
doesn’t make a decision until she’s heard all 
sides of an issue.” 

Kemnitzer and Campbell had served ex-
tended year-and-a-half terms as respective 
mayor and vice mayor after the council last 
year approved a change in Belvedere’s local 
election cycle so that councilmembers are 
seated in December instead of July. Local 
elections now take place during November 
general elections in even-numbered years, a 
move required by the state to improve voter 
turnout and democratic representation. 

First appointed to the council to fill a va-

cancy in 2013, Campbell was re-appointed 
after running unopposed the following year. 
He and his husband, Adam Gavzer, have 
lived in Belvedere for more than 15 years. 

In addition to the serving on the City 
Council, Campbell has served on the 
Belvedere Planning Commission, the board 
of directors for the Belvedere Community 
Foundation, the Marin Homeless Policy 
Steering Committee and the North Coast 
Railroad Authority. 

In an interview last week, Campbell, 57, 
said he sees himself as a “team member” on 
the council and would like work with past 
and present councilmembers on what they 
want to see happen in the city. 

He pointed out the city hit a milestone 
with the seawall project at last week’s 
council meeting with the approval to move 
forward to the next stage of design and fea-
sibility studies. 

“That’s a big deal, but (the next phase) is 
going to take some time. There will be a lot 
of opportunities for feedback from the com-
munity,” he said. “It will be an interesting 
year.” 

Additionally, he said he’s looking forward 
to the city’s finance committee taking a deep 
dive into funding Belvedere’s pension deficit 
over the next year. Campbell also pointed out 
there are now three former planning com-
missioners on the council and hopes they 
will be able to look at streamlining the city’s 
planning processes. That includes switch-
ing to a “cost recovery” system, in which the 
planning department charges each project 
what it costs to process that specific project 

instead of a set rate that’s the same for all 
project sizes and complexities. 

In the next year, Campbell said Belvedere 
will hopefully see the completion of the 
Community Park playground update as well 
as a new citywide evacuation plan with de-
tailed exit routes and strategies for all types 
of emergencies.

“Everyone sort of imagines you’re going 
to get in your car and drive away, but that 
will be impossible given the topography and 
the place we live,” he said.

Meanwhile, Wilkinson, a relative new-
comer to the City Council, will serve under 
Campbell and is poised to become mayor 
in December 2021. She was appointed to a 
vacant seat as the lone applicant earlier this 
year after longtime councilmember Marty 
Winter stepped down in June to move to 
Tiburon and will serve the remainder of his 
term ending November 2022. 

Wilkinson, 50, has held numerous posi-
tions on lower city committees and boards. 
She helped introduce the Yellow Bus 
Challenge to clear up school traffic issues on 
the Tiburon Peninsula, served on the city’s 
Committee to Protect Belvedere’s Seawalls, 
Levees and Utilities and chaired a campaign 
to renew Measure E, which allows the city to 
continue funding fire services. 

A native of the U.K., Wilkinson earned 
an economics degree from the University of 
Bath, worked as an economist for Deutsche 
Bank and later became an economic ad-
viser to the British Conservative Party, the 
Tories. She moved to the U.S. with her hus-
band, Serge Marquie, in 2005. They have 
twin sons, Lucas and Noah, and a daughter, 
Noemie. 

Wilkinson and her family moved to 
Belvedere six years ago after she and her 
husband started a wine-futures business 
that took them frequently to the Napa area. 

She quickly became involved in the 
Belvedere community, joining the block-
captains program and the city’s Finance 
Committee. 

Wilkinson said she was honored to be ap-
pointed to vice mayor.

“There is certainly no shortage of policy 
areas to be tackled in Belvedere,” she said. 
“In the coming year, I would like to see us 
make progress on the seawall project and 
address the city’s pension and (other post-
employment benefits) debts.” 

Reach Belvedere and public-safety reporter 
Hannah Weikel at 415-944-4627.

finance committee
At the same meeting Dec. 14, the Belvedere City 

Council unanimously appointed outgoing Council-
member Bob McCaskill as a citizen member of the 
city’s Finance Committee, on which he has been 
serving as a council representative. 

The council also voted unanimously to restruc-
ture the Finance Committee. 

Instead of seven voting members, the committee 
will have either three or five voting citizen members, 
who will continue to serve four-year terms. Two 
councilmembers will continue to sit on the commit-
tee as nonvoting members and will be switched out 
on a yearly basis. 

Vice Mayor Sally Wilkinson and Councilmember 
Steve Block will become the council liaisons. 
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dents of Tiburon and Belvedere. The council 
has interviewed more than two dozen people 
for the vacant spots and is expected to make 
appointments to the task force at its next 
scheduled meeting in mid-January. 

Meanwhile, the town has been mum on 
any progress in the independent investiga-
tion into the officers’ conduct. Chanis said 
last week the town hopes to have the inves-
tigation completed this month and reiterated 
the town will need to wait until the report is 
finalized before determining what portions 
can be released.

He added there’s a potential that none of the 
findings will be made available to the public. 

Under the California Public Records Act, 
records exempt from disclosure include 
“personnel, medical or similar files” when 
“the disclosure of which would constitute an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” 
However, California courts also weigh the 
public’s interest in disclosure of personnel 
files. The public’s interest is magnified when 
“the disclosure of the information will shed 
light on the local agency’s performance of its 
duties.” In this case, the local agencies are 
Tiburon and Belvedere, of which the police 
are departments. 

However, those laws vary slightly for po-

lice personnel records, including internal-
affairs investigations regarding alleged 
misconduct. According to the California 
League of Cities, that information is “both 
confidential and privileged.” 

Town officials did not respond to ques-
tions about whether the investigation looked 
at the performance of the Tiburon Police 
Department as a whole, and, if so, whether 
those findings would be made public.

Town Attorney Ben Stock said that while 
there are some exceptions that would warrant 
public disclosure, such as an investigation re-
lating to an officer discharging a gun at a per-
son, none are applicable in this investigation. 

Tiburon Mayor Holli Thier, who support-

ed the investigation, said while she under-
stands there are personnel rules involved, 
she is hopeful that the officers being investi-
gated will allow the report to be made public. 

“I believe in transparency, and the public 
should have information on the investiga-
tion,” she said, adding that she and the rest 
of the Town Council have not been given any 
information on the investigation over the 
past few months and have been told repeat-
edly the information is confidential.

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.
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worth it. The amount of people using those 
trails during this COVID time has grown 
exponentially, showing the need for open 
space. Once these trails are gone, they’re 
gone forever. We feel the California Supreme 
Court has been more friendly to public use of 
open land than our local judges have been.”

Trust first sued the Martha Co. — heirs 
of the John L. Reed family who have sought 

to develop 43 residential lots on the 110-
acre parcel, sometimes called Easton Point 
— in 2017. The group argued there is an 
implied public easement of its Ridge Trail 
and Spanish Trail, and the two northern and 
southern trails connecting them, by claim-
ing the general public used the trails without 
objection for decades until the owners began 
posting signs, restricting access and polic-
ing them in late 2016.

Trust’s argument relied on an appeals-
court ruling in 2000 that public uses that 

have gone unchallenged for five or more 
years through 1972, the year a state law 
greatly limited prescriptive easements, still 
constitute an implied public right to use pri-
vately owned land.

However, in 2018, Marin Judge Roy O. 
Chernus struck down that argument and 
ruled in favor of the Martha Co. Chernus 
said the evidence showed the property own-
ers regularly repaired fences, asked unper-
mitted trespassers to leave and repeatedly 
posted no-trespassing signs, many of which 
were apparently removed by hikers. He 
noted while the owner could not effectively 
counter every trespasser, its efforts to stop 
them were sufficient.

Trust then appealed Chernus’ decision to 
the three-judge panel of the 1st District Court 
of Appeal in San Francisco. The group ar-
gued in part that the lower court had improp-
erly disqualified evidence of historic trail use 
by neighbors, many of whom were children 
at the time, as not being representative of sig-
nificant use by the general public. 

The court, however, rejected the claim that 
Chernus erred, saying he had only pointed out 
that by relying on neighbors and their guests 
as witnesses, Trust did not provide evidence 
of diverse and substantial use by the broader 
public — and that witnesses testifying about 
their trail use as children weren’t at the time 
capable of establishing a reasonable belief of 
a public’s right to use private property.

In affirming the lower court’s ruling, the 

appellate court also ordered Trust to pay the 
Martha Co. its costs to defend the case.

The Reed family has owned the property, 
which sits in unincorporated Marin County 
on the southern Tiburon Ridge, since the 
1920s. It won the right to build a subdivision 
there in 1976, but it has battled the county 
and town of Tiburon, as well as open-space 
groups who want to preserve the land for 
public use, in and out of court ever since. 

The property is now on the market for $95 
million. Another local open-space group, 
Tiburon Open Space, is in negotiations with 
the Martha Co. to acquire the property and 
fold it into the 122-acre Old St. Hilary’s Open 
Space Preserve. 

An independent-appraisal process, was 
complete earlier this year, but the apprais-
al figure didn’t satisfy either side and was 
therefore not released to the public under a 
confidentiality agreement.

Martha Co. spokesman Mark Reed said 
he didn’t think the Supreme Court would 
agree to take the case and accused Trust of 
trying to cloud the property’s title.

“There’s no merit to the case,” he said. 
Tiburon Open Space is separately ap-

pealing its failed lawsuit against the Marin 
Board of Supervisors, challenging the ad-
equacy of the environmental impact report 
approved by the board in 2017 for the Martha 
Co. to develop the site. No hearing date has 
been scheduled; the town of Tiburon is a co-
plaintiff in the case.
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Nancy Lee Nimick  
Nancy Lee Nimick, 

age 91, of San Francisco, 
CA, passed away Dec. 12, 
2020. 

Beloved wife of late 
H. Griffin Nimick. Lov-
ing mother of Dave 
(Melodie) Nimick. Proud 
grandmother of Noelle 
and Griffin Nimick. Fond 
sister of Harry (Carol) 
Lee and Robert (Mary) 
Lee. Kind aunt of Karen 
(Brad) Newcomer, John 
Lee (Steve Christensen), 
and Anne Lee. 

Nancy was trailblazer, 

a true fighter. She was 
always a caring humani-
tarian who avidly traveled 
around the world and 
actively supported worthy 
causes. She will be dearly 
missed. A celebration 
of life ceremony will be 
held at a later date. A 
private interment was 
held. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made 
to: Make-A-Wish Ameri-
ca, Gift Processing, 1702 
East Highland Ave., Suite 
400, Phoenix, AZ 85016. 
Info: donnellanfuneral.
com or 847-675-1990.

In Memoriam

To place a paid notice, visit thearknewspaper.com/obituaries or call 415-435-2652.

“It was a difficult decision to make,” Pier 
39 spokeswoman Sue Muzzin said in a Dec. 
17 telephone interview.

The request comes nearly four years 
after Blue & Gold turned over its weekday 
commute runs between Tiburon and San 
Francisco to Golden Gate Ferry in March 
2017. Blue & Gold has continued to provide 
off-commute mid-day, evening and weekend 
service, with ferries traveling between San 
Francisco and Tiburon between 9:45 am. 
and 8:30 p.m. weekdays and between 11:10 
a.m. and 8:50 p.m. on weekends. 

Many of those trips include stops at 
Angel Island, meaning all ferry service be-
tween San Francisco and Angel Island also 
would be be eliminated unless another pro-
vider steps in. The company would retain its 
Sausalito, Bay Cruise Adventure and Escape 
from the Rock ferry services.

Denis Mulligan, the general manager 
of the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and 
Transportation District, which operates 
Golden Gate Ferry, said Blue & Gold had 
reached out to discuss the possibility of 
Golden Gate Ferry taking over the routes 
proposed for elimination. 

Mulligan noted traffic along the Highway 
101 corridor has decreased amid the pan-
demic but was expecting a return to normal-
cy in 2021 as people get vaccinated. 

He said as travel picks up, the district would 
evaluate whether to adjust its ferry service. 

“We haven’t made any decisions,” 
Mulligan said, adding that the district is cur-
rently in talks with ACV Argo Tiburon LP, 
which owns the main Tiburon ferry dock, to 
ensure it can continue its commuter service. 
Blue & Gold holds the master lease for that 
dock and subleases to Golden Gate Ferry.

ACV Argo Tiburon could not be reached 
for comment.

Tiburon Town Councilmember Alice 
Fredericks, who serves on the board of di-

rectors for the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway 
and Transportation District, signaled the 
board would consider expanding Golden 
Gate Ferry service based on demand after 
the pandemic ends. 

“We will track other options,” she said. 
“When visitors return to Tiburon, weekend, 
mid-day and evening ferry Golden Gate 
Bridge District service will be explored.”

Tiburon Town Manager Greg Chanis said 
by email the town was “disappointed” in 
Blue & Gold Fleet’s decision to seek permis-
sion to terminate ferry service to Tiburon.

“Several years ago, the town supported the 
transfer of commuter ferry service from Blue 
& Gold to the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway 
and Transportation District,” he wrote. “This 
support was based on the premise that Blue 
& Gold’s non-commuter service on weekdays 
and weekends would continue.”

However, in its application to the utilities 
commission, Blue & Gold states the service 
is simply becoming too costly to continue.

According to the filing, one-way ticket 
sales for the San Francisco-Tiburon service 
dropped from 103,710 in 2017 to 94,231 in 
2018 before falling again, to 75,041, in 2019.  

Operating expenses for the scheduled 
service between San Francisco and Tiburon 
have exceeded operating revenue for the last 
several years, even before the COVID-19 
shutdown, according to the filing.

In 2017, the company spent about $2.68 
million to operate the service but only took 
in about $991,000 in revenue. In 2018, oper-
ating expenses were $1.87 million against 
about $791,000 in revenue. Operating ex-
penses stayed steady in 2019, but revenue 
dropped to about $412,000, resulting in a net 
loss of $1.46 million.

In addition, the Coast Guard requires that 
both vessels in service on the Tiburon-San 
Francisco line be dry-docked every other 
year for vessel maintenance and repairs. 
The cost was $282,442 in 2018 but jumped 
to $532,817 in 2019. With an operating loss, 
Blue & Gold has no money to put into re-

serves for the repair fund.
The Blue & Gold application projected 

that, if the company continues to operate the 
San Francisco-Tiburon runs, even without 
the COVID-19 shutdown restrictions on the 
number of passengers, operating revenues 
would continue to decline. The company 
is not eligible for federal, state, regional or 
local government subsidies because it is not 
a public agency.

Blue & Gold asserts in its CPUC applica-
tion that the discontinuation of service “will 
clearly have no significant adverse impact 
on the quality of the environment,” though 
the application doesn’t discuss the potential 
increase in car traffic that could result from 
discontinuing the ferry service. 

The move could have an impact on down-
town Tiburon businesses, which rely in 
part on San Francisco residents and tour-
ists making dinner plans or day trips by 
ferry. In 2016, ACV Argo — which also 
owns the Main Street buildings that house 
Servino Ristorante, Luna Blu and Bungalow 
Kitchen Tiburon, the project from celebrity-
chef Michael Mina — had demanded later-
evening ferry runs from Blue & Gold as a 
condition of renewing its dock lease. At the 
time, officials said the later service would 
help local restaurants bring in tourism and 
would help Tiburon Peninsula residents who 
commute by ferry stay in the city longer for 
dinner or drinks with friends, for example.

Sam’s Anchor Cafe co-owner Conor 
Flaherty kept a positive outlook.

“From my perspective the town will be just 
fine,” he said by email. “The one thing that 
has become clear to me during the pandemic 
is that our business community is resilient.”

But Chanis said the town plans to submit 
a letter to the utilities commission outlin-
ing its concerns and said the town may also 

apply to the commission to become a party 
to the proceeding.

“Many Tiburon businesses benefit from the 
thousands of visitors the ferry service brings 
to our town, with the added benefit that these 
visitors arrive here without driving,” he said. 
“The town will be actively engaged in the 
proceedings at the CPUC and is interested in 
working with all parties to ensure Tiburon 
continues to have access to a ferry system that 
provides easy access to our town.”

Mayor Holli Thier urged residents to sub-
mit public comments to the utilities commis-
sion in opposition of Blue & Gold’s application. 

 “Tiburon needs to do everything possible 
to keep Blue & Gold service in Tiburon to 
ensure that tourists and Bay Area residents 
can travel to support Tiburon’s restaurants, 
shops and businesses during the weekends 
and during non-commute time,” she said. 
“I will do everything possible to ensure the 
town does not lose our ferry service.”

Blue & Gold’s proposal to eliminate its 
San Francisco-Angel Island runs has like-
wise drawn criticism. The Angel Island 
Immigration Station Foundation is also en-
couraging the public to  comment in opposi-
tion to the application. 

“We are deeply concerned that if the Blue 
& Gold ends its ferry service from San 
Francisco to Angel Island, this would signif-
icantly decrease visits to Angel Island and 
potentially jeopardize a historic site that has 
taken decades to restore,” Edward Tepporn, 
the foundation’s executive director, said in a 
statement. “Not having direct ferry service 
from San Francisco to Angel Island would 
be equivalent to not having direct ferry ser-
vice from Manhattan to Ellis Island and the 
Statue of Liberty.”

Ferry service from Tiburon to Angel Island 
is conducted by the Angel Island-Tiburon 
Ferry Co., which operates from the Tiburon 
ferry dock under Capt. Maggie McDonogh.

Reach Tiburon reporter Deirdre McCrohan 
at 415-944-4634.
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more info
View Blue & Gold’s application or submit public 

comment via arkn.ws/BlueGold2020.
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By CAROL BENET
cbenet@thearknewspaper.com
———

Ann Patchett’s 2019 novel “The Dutch House” tells of the life 
of siblings who have been left to fend for themselves, luxuri-
ously so.

Maeve, the older sibling, and Danny live in a mansion outside of 
Philadelphia that their rags-to-riches father, a real-estate developer, 
bought lock, stock and barrel in a bankruptcy sale. The Dutch 
House came furnished, including the portraits of the aristocratic 
family, the Van Hoebeeks, who built it. 

And the mother? She disappears early in the book. Information 
about her comes in spurts. She was a do-gooder who liked to work 
in soup kitchens and could not abide living in a mansion. So the kids 
raise themselves, with the help of three servants, and eventually 
leave after their father dies and their stepmother and her two kids 
move in.

Each of the principal characters have stories. Maeve is a brilliant 
math student at Barnard College. Danny goes to Choate, a private 
boarding school, then on to Columbia University for college and 

medical school. But he never wanted to be a doctor. He wanted 
to be like his father, who he joined on rent-collecting trips. He 
completes med school but turns into a successful developer, flip-
ping one Manhattan property after another. His wife, Celeste, 
thought she was getting a doctor for a husband and never stops 
complaining about her disappointment.

The story goes on in a most engrossing way. I haven’t read 
a book so enjoyable — and so easy — in a long time. Patchett 
writes books that follow an old pattern and are to be con-
sumed without difficult post-modern tricks to figure out. You 
just keep reading, finding out more about the siblings and 
their lives — and eventually their mother, of course. 

“Dutch House” is part “Hansel and Gretel” and part soap 
opera. If you are looking for a good read during the holidays 
and lockdown, this is it.

Arts writer Carol Benet, a Belvedere resident since 1969, 
earned a Ph.D. in comparative literature from UC Berkeley. 
She has been contributing to The Ark since 1975.

Books

Patchett’s ‘Dutch House’ an engrossing read

ArkBeat December 23, 2020

Classifieds CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Classified ads are $25, up to four lines, for the first two-week insertion; $10 for each additional week.  

Additional lines are $5 per week. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday.

Call us at 415-435-2652 or email classifieds@thearknewspaper.com to place your ad today!

FOR RENT – HOMES

RALPH’S BEST PICKS
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
BEL 5BR/3 1/2BA POOL $13K 
TIB 4BR/4 1/2BA $12K
RALPH GIMPEL, AGT  
415-516-3308

FOR RENT - FURNISHED

DOWNTOWN TIBURON OVER WATER 
Large 1BR/1BA, beautifully furnished, 
city views, deck, cleaning included, pet 
OK.  $3600/mo. Please call 415-435-
2619 www.waypointrentals.com

FOR RENT - UNFURNISHED 
TIBURON DELUXE CONDO 3BR/2.5BA 
Big views SF/Bay, den, deck, pool, 
sauna, storage  Call 415-435-3245

ROOM WANTED
Lady seeks guesthouse/studio in Tiburon 
area to be near family. Full time renter 
but travel often. Call 805-236-6873

LANDSCAPER

LANDSCAPER AVAILABLE Many 
years of experience in yard clean-up. 
Services include hauling, planting, and 
mulch installation. Tiburon local. Email 
lenita_bracy@yahoo.com or call 
510-857-3541

TORRES LANDSCAPING MAINTE-
NANCE Irrigation System Repair & 

Please call Eber Torres 415-717-
5723 or torres.eber@hotmail.com

CAREGIVER

CAREGIVER Nurse with 35+ years of 
experience looking to help, as a live-in, 
with your elder loved one. I’m flexible 
about specific tasks from monitoring 
blood pressure & oxygen to cooking 
meals. Call 518-221-6524

HOUSE CLEANING

HOUSEKEEPER Looking for a 
housekeeping/babysitting position. Over 
20 years of experience with excellent 
local references. Please call Daisy 
415-532-9900

ANABELA’S HOUSECLEANING 
SERVICE 20 years of experience in 

Call 
Anabel 510-375-3194

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
PERSONAL ASSISTANT AVAILABLE 

do & affable style, loves pets. Email 
savvysourceress@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER NEEDED - 
NURSERY SCHOOL & PRE-K
Belvedere-Hawthorne Nurdery Schools, 
Inc., the oldest nursery school in So. 

excellence, is looking for a qualified 
substitute teacher. For a full job 
description, please email Kirsten at 
kirsten@belvedere-hawthorne.com

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020150053

Notice: This statement expires on 
11/12/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:

This business is conducted by an 
individual

/s/Richard Tremelling, Owner

Shelly Scott

By: J. Mannion
Ark Legal 3663 Dec 9, 16, 23, 30, 
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020150153

Notice: This statement expires on 
11/30/2025. A new FBN statement 

must be filed no more than 40 days 
from expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

This business is conducted by an 
individual

/s/Monica Alamilla, Owner
45 Rica Vista

Shelly Scott

By: L. Vawter
Ark Legal 3664 Dec 16, 23, 30, 
2020, Jan 6, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020150152

Notice: This statement expires on 
11/30/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:

This business is conducted by a mar-
ried couple

Shelly Scott

By: L. Vawter
Ark Legal 3665 Dec 16, 23, 30, 
2020, Jan 6, 2021

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020150108

Notice: This statement expires on 
11/18/2025. A new FBN statement 
must be filed no more than 40 days 

from expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:

This business is conducted by a 
corporation

Shelly Scott

By: J. Mannion
Ark Legal 3666 Dec 16, 23, 30, 
2020, Jan 6, 2021

CITY OF BELVEDERE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL VACANCY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 

vacancy occurred in the following vol-

Name of Body & Meeting Schedule 

Tuesday of each month
Appointee

Term Appointed To
11/13/2018-6/30/2021
Applications are now being solicited to 
fill this position. There are no specific 

qualifications other than Belvedere resi-
dency. To apply, please submit a letter 
of interest and a brief statement of 
qualifications to Mayor at clerk@cityof-
belvedere.org. Submission may also be 

call 415-435-3838. 
Applications will be accepted until 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021, or until the 

will make an appointment on or after 
January 11, 2021.
This notice is issued pursuant to 

/s/Beth Haener

Ark Legal 3669 Dec 23, 30, 2020

CITY OF BELVEDERE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL VACANCY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 

vacancy occurred in the following vol-

Name of Body & Meeting Schedule

Tuesday of each month
Appointee
James L. Lynch
Term Appointed To

Applications are now being solicited to 
fill this position. There are no specific 
qualifications other than Belvedere resi-
dency. To apply, please submit a letter 
of interest and a brief statement of 
qualifications to Mayor at clerk@cityof-
belvedere.org. Submission may also be 

call 415-435-3838. 
Applications will be accepted until 
Tuesday, January 5, 2021, or until the 

will make an appointment on or after 
January 11, 2021.
This notice is issued pursuant to 

/s/Beth Haener

Ark Legal 3671 Dec 23, 30, 2020

Legal Notices LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING RATES
Fictitious business name statements are $65 for one business and one registrant, $5 each additional name, for four weeks;  

name changes are $120. Trustee sales start at $170. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday. 

Call 415-435-2652 or email legals@thearknewspaper.com for additional pricing and to place your notice today!



Ingredients
½ cup water
½ cup honey
2 cups fresh cranberries
2 sprigs fresh thyme
1 inch fresh ginger, sliced
8 ounces vodka
4 ounces elderflower liqueur
1/3 cup fresh squeezed grapefruit juice
¼ cup fresh lime juice
4-6 ginger beers

Directions
Add the water, honey, cranberries, thyme and 
ginger to a medium pot and bring to a boil over 
medium heat. Let cool. If desired, strain the 
cranberries. In a large pitcher, combine the 
cranberry syrup, vodka, elderflower liqueur, 
grapefruit juice and lime juice. Chill until ready 
to serve. Add the ginger beer just before serv-
ing. Garnish each drink with a grapefruit slice 
and a star anise. Enjoy!
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Robin’s Recipes by Robin Scott Wray

Cranberry thyme spritz

ROBIN SCOTT WRAY / FOR THE ARK

Weekend/holiday ferry: Pier 41 (effective Dec. 6)

Depart Pier 41 Arrive Tiburon Depart Tiburon Arrive Pier 41
(service suspended)

Weekday ferry: Pier 41 (effective March 23)

Depart Pier 41 Arrive Tiburon Depart Tiburon Arrive Pier 41
(service suspended)

BLUE & GOLD HOLIDAYS: No service Thanksgiving or Christmas days.  
Holiday schedule Labor Day, Thanksgiving Friday, New Year’s Day or Presidents Day.

NO SERVICE: Weekends, New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Weekday Route 219/219F shuttle bus
Depart 

Strawberry 
Reed &  

Belvedere

Arrive 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Depart 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Arrive 
Strawberry 

Reed & 
Belvedere*

6:18 am 6:30 am 6:38 am 6:53 am
7:19 am 7:45 am 7:54 am 8:12 am
7:45 am 8:05 am 8:27 am 8:46 am
8:26 am 8:55 am 8:59 am 9:18 am
8:46 am 9:02 am 9:27 am 9:46 am
9:18 am 9:34 am - - - - - -
9:46 am 10:02 am 10:08 am 10:20 am

10:20 am 10:36 am 10:43 am 10:55 am
10:55 am 11:11 am 11:18 am 11:30 am
11:30 am 11:46 pm 11:53 am 12:05 pm
12:05 pm 12:21 pm 12:34 pm 12:46 pm
12:46 pm 1:02 pm 1:08 pm 1:20 pm
1:20 pm 1:36 pm 1:38 pm 1:54 pm
1:54 pm 2:10 pm 2:14 pm 2:30 pm
2:30 pm 2:46 pm 2:56 pm 3:18 pm
3:18 pm 3:38 pm 3:47 pm 4:08 pm
3:38 pm 3:58 pm 4:19 pm 4:40 pm
4:08 pm 4:28 pm 5:00 pm 5:28 pm
4:40 pm 5:00 pm 5:27 pm 5:48 pm
5:28 pm 5:48 pm 5:57 pm 6:18 pm
5:48 pm 6:08 pm 6:20 pm 6:43 pm
6:18 pm 6:38 pm 6:52 pm 7:10 pm
7:10 pm 7:26 pm 7:30 pm 7:55 pm
7:55 pm 8:11 pm 8:14 pm 8:26 pm
8:26 pm 8:42 pm 8:40 pm 9:00 pm

Trips in bold type are timed to the weekday Golden 
Gate Ferry commuter ferry and make neighborhood 
stops. Look for buses marked “219F.”

Weekend Route 219 shuttle bus
Depart 

Strawberry 
Reed &  

Belvedere

Arrive 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Depart 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Arrive 
Strawberry 

Reed &  
Belvedere*

7:43 am 7:59 am 8:06 am 8:18 am
8:18 am 8:34 am 8:41 am 8:53 am
8:53 am 9:09 am 9:16 am 9:28 am
9:28 am 9:44 am 9:51 am 10:03 am

10:03 am 10:19 am 10:26 am 10:38 am
10:38 am 10:54 am 11:01 am 11:13 am
11:13 am 11:29 am 11:36 am 11:48 am
11:48 am 12:04 pm 12:11 pm 12:23 am
12:23 pm 12:39 pm 12:46 pm 12:58 pm
12:58 pm 1:14 pm 1:21 pm 1:33 pm
1:33 pm 1:49 pm 1:56 pm 2:08 pm
2:08 pm 2:24 pm 2:31 pm 2:43 pm
2:43 pm 2:59 pm 3:06 pm 3:18 pm
3:18 pm 3:34 pm 3:41 pm 3:53 pm
3:53 pm 4:09 pm 4:16 pm 4:28 pm
4:28 pm 4:44 pm 4:51 pm 5:03 pm
5:03 pm 5:19 pm 5:26 pm 5:38 pm
5:38 pm 5:54 pm 6:01 pm 6:13 pm
6:13 pm 6:29 pm 6:36 pm 6:48 pm
6:48 pm 7:04 pm 7:11 pm 7:23 pm
7:23 pm 7:39 pm 7:46 pm 7:58 pm

* = Most routes continue to the Redwood Highway 
frontage road at the Highway 101 north ramps.

For a complete schedule, with map and times 
for other major stops, visit marintransit.org/
routes/219.html.

TIBURON PENINSULA TRANSIT SCHEDULES
W A L K     B I K E     F E R R Y     B U S

Commuter ferry: S.F. Ferry Building (effective Sept. 13) 
Depart Tiburon Arrive Ferry Bldg. Depart Ferry Bldg. Arrive Tiburon

(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)
(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)

7:55 am 8:45 am (suspended) (suspended)
(suspended) (suspended) - - - - - -

- - - - - - 4:25 pm 5:15 pm
5:25 pm 5:50 pm 6:00 pm 6:55 pm

(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)
(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)

Trips in bold type are timed to Marin Transit shuttles. Look for buses marked “219F.”

GOLDEN GATE FERRY goldengateferry.org

SAN  
FRANCISCO 
BAY TRAIL
The Old Rail Trail, 

to the downtown 
Railroad and Ferry 

of the San Francisco 
Bay Trail — a 500-
mile recreation corridor 
that, when complete, 
will provide a continu-
ous network of biking 
and pedestrian trails 

the shoreline of all nine 
Bay Area counties.

Learn more about  
the Bay Trail at  
baytrail.org.

TRAFFIC 
WATCH
Drivers should expect 
weekday school- and 
commute-related 
traffic congestion on 
Tiburon Boulevard: 

Mornings: 7:45-
8:45 a.m., outbound.

Afternoons: 2-4 
p.m., inbound.

MOON & TIDES T I D E S  A T  T H E  
G O L D E N  G A T E  B R I D G E

Dec. 23: Sunrise: 7:23 am, Sunset: 4:56 pm  |  NEXT FULL MOON: Dec. 29  |  NEXT EXTREME TIDE: Dec. 27

MARIN & GOLDEN GATE TRANSIT HOLIDAYS: Use the weekend schedule on New Year’s Day, 
Presidents Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Weekday Route 8 commuter bus: S.F. Financial District (effective July 13)
Tiburon  
& Main

Beach  
& San Rafael

Reed  
& Belvedere

Seminary  
& frontage

Battery  
& Pine

Perry  
& 4th

(suspended)

Perry  
& 3rd

Pine  
& Battery 

Seminary  
& frontage

Reed  
& Belvedere

Beach  
& San Rafael

Tiburon  
& Main

(suspended)

BLUE & GOLD FLEET blueandgoldfleet.com

DATE HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
Wed, Dec 23 6:49 am 5.4 1:26 pm 1.5 7:25 pm 3.8         -  -  -

LOW HIGH LOW HIGH
Thu, Dec 24 12:38 am 1.9 7:24 am 5.6 2:13 pm 1.0 8:39 pm 3.9
Fri, Dec 25 1:26 am 2.3 7:57 am 5.8 2:54 pm 0.5 9:40 pm 4.1
Sat, Dec 26 2:11 am 2.6 8:29 am 5.9 3:31 pm 0.1 10:31 pm 4.3
Sun, Dec 27 2:54 am 2.8 9:02 am 6.1 4:05 pm -0.2 11:16 pm 4.5
Mon, Dec 28 3:33 am 3.0 9:37 am 6.2 4:38 pm -0.5 11:56 pm 4.6
Tue, Dec 29 4:12 am 3.1 10:12 am 6.3 5:11 pm -0.7         -  -  -

HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
Wed, Dec 30 12:35 am 4.7 4:50 am 3.2 10:30 am 6.3 5:46 pm -0.8

This festive, sweet drink is the perfect holiday cocktail.

Tiburon native Robin Scott Wray operates a local catering company; reach her at rscott@
thearknewspaper.com or 415-297-6991. Her recipes can be found in the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Landmarks Society cookbook.

The Belvedere-Tiburon Library has can-
celed all programming and has closed until 
further notice due to concerns about the 
potential spread of coronavirus. 

The library is open for curbside pickups 
and returns 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays and 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Wednesdays 
and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Curbside service is not available Dec. 24-27 
and Dec. 31-Jan. 3.

 Holds can be placed by logging into your 
account, searching the book and clicking 
the green “Place Hold” button. To place a 
hold on a bestseller or a seven-day movie, 
email refdesk@beltiblibrary.org or call 415-
789-2665 ex. 2222. 

Call the library at 415-789-2665 to arrange 
pickup. Once outside, text your name to 415-
969-4153 and the items will be brought to 
your car. Face coverings are required and 
physical distancing will be observed.

Books can be returned in the open bins 
outside the library. Materials will be quar-
antined for four days then checked in; the 
library does not charge late fees. 

For more information, visit beltiblibrary.
org/blog/curbside-service-available.

The library is also offering several vir-
tual services to the community. 

 
Preschool storytime Wednesdays, tod-
dler storytime Mondays via the library’s 
YouTube channel; follow the links at beltib-
library.org/kids.

 The library has increased 
e-book and streaming-media items. 

Download and listen to e-audiobooks, check 
out current issues of popular magazines 
and watch movies for free with your library 
card at beltiblibrary.org/go-digital. Those 
who don’t have a library card can sign up 
for one at marinet.lib.ca.us. 

 Under the “Do Research” 
tab on the library’s website, you’ll find on-
line resources such as JSTOR for access to 
scholarly journals, Heritage-Quest Online 
for genealogy, Mango Languages, Safari 
Tech Books online, Value Line and more. 
During the closure, ancestry.com is avail-
able to use from home. Visit beltiblibrary.
org/do-research for more information. 

 Book a video 
chat with a librarian for help downloading 
items or questions about your device, get 
help with research or locating an item or re-
ceive personalized book recommendations 
from a librarian by visiting beltiblibrary.
org/find-services. 

 Browse read-
ing lists curated by librarians and sign up 
for monthly e-mail notifications about new 
books added to the library’s collection at 
beltiblibrary.org/discover-books.

For more information, including updates 
on the closure, visit beltiblibrary.org. Follow 
the library on Facebook and Instagram by 
searching @beltiblibrary.

Submitted by Belvedere-Tiburon Library 
Director Deborah Mazzolini. Reach the 
library, located at 1501 Tiburon Blvd., at 
beltiblibrary.org or 415-789-2665. 

Check it Out at the Library

Subscribe now!  
Call us today at  415-435-2652.
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The Strawberry Recreation District is 
located at 118 E. Strawberry Drive. All 
classes are held at the center unless other-
wise noted. For more information or to en-
roll, visit strawberry.marin.org or contact 
the district at 415-383-6494 or admin@
strawberryrec.org.

Fall Pathways: 8 a.m.-12:15 p.m., 10:50 
a.m.-3 p.m. or 10:50 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 4-22 
and Jan. 25-Feb. 12; $470-$744 for three 
weeks. Programs for kids in grades K-5 
complement morning or afternoon in-per-
son classes at Strawberry Point Elementary 

School. Program coordinators oversee on-
line learning and lead outdoor activities. 

Fall Steppingstones: 2-5 p.m. or 2:45-5 
p.m. Jan. 4-22 and Jan. 25-Feb. 12; $264-$331 
for three weeks. Science projects, arts and 
crafts, sports, story time, music and more 
for ages 4-11.

Annual tennis passes are now on sale. 
The 12-month rate is $150 per pass for 
Strawberry residents, $175 per pass for 
nonresidents. For more information about 
tennis programs, visit strawberry.marin.
org/tennis.

Submitted by Strawberry Recreation Dis-
trict General Manager Nancy Shapiro.

Connect with Strawberry Rec

Services Guide SERVICES GUIDE ADVERTISING RATES
Ads in the Services Guide are $50 per month, three-month minimum, for a maximum of seven lines.  

Additional lines are $7 each per month. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday.

Call us at 415-435-2652 or email serviceguide@thearknewspaper.com to place your ad today!

CAR CONCIERGE
SURREY CAR COMPANY

Full Service Car Concierge
Thinking of buying, leasing or selling 
a car? If you don’t want the hassle 

and want to get the best deal, we can 
help you save money, save time, and 

consultation.
Stephen 415-450-1486
www.surreycarco.com

ELECTRICAL
TIBURON’S FAVORITE

ELECTRICIAN

Speedy Repairs – Free Advice
John Blythe 415-435-8686

ESTATE SERVICES
CalEstates Concierge

One Trusted Team for Everything, 
Est. 1986

Local References/Bonded/Insured

Direct 510-610-4461

HAIR CARE
LILI S. SALON

care & deliver great results keeping hair 
healthy the whole way!

2005 Bridgeway, Sausalito
415-332-8700 Lili

www.lilissalon.com

HAULING
LOCAL FIREMAN HAULING

Large & small dump runs.

Jeff 415-310-2551

HOME MAINTENANCE
ALEXANDER’S -”RUGWERKS”

Professional Services  
for Handmade Rugs

 
 
 
 

1 El Paseo Lane, Mill Valley 
415-384-8261 Richard Habib
www.AlexandersRugs.com

HOME ORGANIZATION
LIGHTEN UP YOUR LIFE!

when you’re moving to a smaller space 

Call us and Lighten Up! 
415-971-0515

HOUSE CLEANING
SIMPLER CLEANING SERVICES

insured
Call 510-502-7490 or please email 
simplercleaningservices@gmail.

com for a free estimate

IN-HOME DINING
FINER POINTS IN-HOME DINING

An intimate culinary experience in the 
comfort of your home, prepared by 

our website for complete details.
Chef Colin

www.finerpointsdining. com

LANDSCAPING
WARREN DESIGN 

Landscape Maintenance 
& Irrigation

David Marshall 415-724-8861
warrendesignlandscaping.com

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
HOFFMIRE PAINTING & CONST.

Lic. #615309 Bonded & Insured
Steve 415-302-7248

PLUMBING
AMESOS PLUMBING

Lic. #814542 Insured.
415-457-6363

WOOD FINISHING
FERRARI WOOD REFINISHING

credit cards
Lic. #02000225

Amilcar Ferrari 415-240-7711
www.californiafinish.com

school band — in Docter’s newest animated 
film, which stars Jamie Foxx and Tina Fey. 

“Now as it’s coming out, it’s so surreal 
that I’m in this film with all these amazing 
celebrities,” says Cora, who now attends Del 
Mar Middle School. 

“Soul” centers on Joe Gardner, voiced by 
Foxx, a middle-school band teacher who 
is offered the chance of a lifetime to be the 
opening act at a renowned jazz club in New 
York City. However, an accident separates 
Gardner’s soul from his body and lands him 
in the Great Before, an ethereal place where 
new souls get their personalities, quirks 
and interests before leaving for Earth. 
Determined to return to his life, Gardner 
works with the souls, including 22, voiced 
by Fey, to get back to his body on Earth. 

The film was to debut in movie theaters 
earlier this year but was initially postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic before being 
released straight to Disney+, the stream-
ing service for The Walt Disney Co., which 
bought Pixar in 2006.

A Bay Area animation studio, Pixar typi-
cally draws local actors for smaller roles 
in its films, says Tiburon resident Lana 
Burstein, the founder of Shortlist Model and 
Talent Agency, who scouted Cora for the role 
of Connie in “Soul.” 

Burstein says she was in the audience for 
Cora’s performance as Miss Hannigan in the 
Bel Aire production of “Annie” in March 2019 
and was blown away by the girl’s ability to 
put on the persona of a bitter older woman. 

“I really remembered her,” Burstein says. 
“I said, ‘I’ve got to reach out to her parents.’” 

When Pixar contacted her talent agency 

a couple months later looking for local ac-
tors to play voice parts for supporting roles 
in their new film, Burstein immediately 
thought of Cora for the role of Connie. 

Cora’s first audition for the role was in 
May 2019. She had never voice-acted before, 
so she didn’t own any professional record-
ing equipment to make the audition tape. 
Burstein instructed Cora and her mother to 
put up blankets to create a makeshift record-
ing studio at home and use the voice-memo 
application on a cellphone for the recording. 

Cora, who was wrapping up fifth grade 
at the time, recalls being at her aunt’s house 
in Los Angeles when she was instructed to 
send in an audio audition. 

“I was hesitant at the time,” she says. “I 
thought, ‘This is a big deal. This is Pixar. I 
don’t want to embarrass myself.’” 

After encouragement from her mother, Cora 
looked over the information Burstein had sent 
about the character, Connie, a middle-school 

student struggling with her passion in music 
and seeking help from her teacher to reignite 
her interest. At the time, Cora was experienc-
ing a similar dilemma with studying piano. 

Within five takes, Cora and her mother 
thought they had the one and sent it to 
Burstein. A couple days later, Cora was in-
vited to Pixar studios for a second audition, 
with Docter and co-director Kemp Powers. 

“It was so surreal,” she says. 
At the studio, Cora was brought into a small 

booth with a huge microphone and asked to 
read the part of Connie. She was wearing her 
“lucky” blue jumper that she dons for all her 
auditions for school plays and felt confident. 

“I read my lines and kept my eyes down 
because I didn’t want to make scary eye 
contact,” she says. After getting through the 
first take, Docter told her to stop. 

“He said I did it exactly how they wanted 
it,” she remembers. On the walk back to their 
car, her mom took a call from the studio, let-

ting her know that Cora got the part. 
“I was screaming in the car I was so ex-

cited,” she says. “I wanted to call everyone 
and tell them. … It was just an amazing day 
— one of the best days.” 

After that, the hardest part was not being 
able to tell all her friends, she says. Cora had 
to sign a two-year contract that prevented 
her from telling anyone except her immedi-
ate family about her role; only recently was 
she able to start telling others. 

Cora points to her older sister, Claire, a 
sophomore at Lewis and Clark College in 
Portland, Ore., as her inspiration to get into 
drama and acting. Claire acted throughout 
grade school and performed at Carnegie Hall. 

“She was very good, and I felt I had to live 
up to that standard,” Cora says. “She’s been 
very, very supportive of me. Although she 
stopped acting, she likes to see that someone 
is continuing the passion in the family.” 

Through Burstein, Cora has landed sev-
eral modeling jobs, as well as the role of 
Lucy in the San Francisco Symphony’s live 
production of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 
last year. 

Cora says she doesn’t know what’s next 
but is toying with the idea of pursing more 
voice acting in the future. For now, though, 
she’s reveling in her role as Connie ahead of 
the Christmas Day release of “Soul.” 

“I’m extremely happy with how it’s come 
out. I think it’s going to be an amazing film. I 
haven’t seen one of these very down-to-earth 
films in a while,” she says. “With COVID, 
everyone is wondering what the meaning of 
life is at this point. This will be a pick-me-up 
movie.” 

Reach Belvedere and public-safety reporter 
Hannah Weikel at 415-944-4627.

 continued from page 1
———

PROVIDED BY DISNEY/PIXAR
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WISHING YOU AND YOURS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS


