
By Alexander Burns, Shane 
Goldmacher and Katie Glueck
The New York Times

Joe Biden usually rises before 8 
a.m. at his home in Wilmington, 
Delaware, and starts his day with 
a workout in an upstairs gym that 
contains a Peloton bike, weights 
and a treadmill. He often enjoys 
a protein shake for breakfast and 
puts on a suit or blazer much of 
the time. In the evenings, he and 
his wife, Jill, sit down together for 
dinner, a ritual that was absent 
for much of the last frenzied year 
on the campaign trail.

In the intervening hours, Biden 
attempts to win the presidency 
without leaving his house.

With the coronavirus outbreak 
freezing the country’s public life, 
Biden has been forced to adapt to 
a cloistered mode of campaigning 

Biden stays 
connected 
despite his 
isolation

By Jonathan Martin and 
Maggie Haberman
The New York Times

President Donald Trump’s er-
ratic handling of the coronavirus 
outbreak, the worsening economy 
and a cascade of ominous public 
and private polling have Repub-
licans increasingly nervous that 
they are at risk of losing the pres-
idency and the Senate if Trump 
does not put the nation on a rad-
ically improved course.

The scale of the GOP’s chal-
lenge has crystallized in the last 
week. With 26 million Americans 
now having filed for unemploy-
ment benefits, Trump’s standing 
in states that he carried in 2016 
looks increasingly wobbly: New 
surveys show him trailing sig-
nificantly in battleground states 
like Michigan and Pennsylvania, 
and he is even narrowly behind in 
must-win Florida.

Democrats raised substantially 
more money than Republicans did 
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GOP reels 
at Trump’s 
handling of 
virus crisis

Large employers cutting staff amid economic fallout
By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com 
@HalsteadRichard on Twitter

The Cavallo Point resort, the 
Embassy Suites hotel, Cinemark 
movie theaters and other large 
employers in Marin have made 
moves to cut staff this spring as 
the economic fallout from the 

coronavirus pandemic continues.
Marin businesses with 75 em-

ployees or more reported laying 
off more than 1,200 workers in 
March. Overall, the county shed 
1,400 jobs, the state Employment 
Development Department said 
last week in its most recent re-
port.

Topping the list was Cavallo 

Point, the Sausalito resort on the 
former military base near the 
Golden Gate Bridge. The resort’s 
hotel, restaurant, bar, spa and 
cooking school reported tempo-
rarily laying off 300 workers. The 
movie house operator Cinemark 
USA reported 130 layoffs locally.

Other Marin businesses 
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Marin business layoffs mount
Cavallo Point 
in Sausalito 
reported 
laying off 
300 workers 
at its hotel, 
restaurant, 
bar, spa and 
cooking school.

KARL MONDON — 
BAY AREA NEWS 
GROUP, FILE 

By Lorenzo Morotti
lmorotti@marinij.com

The same day Marin County 
issued its coronavirus stay-home 
order, Carolina De Jesús Maldo-
nado Rodas was laid off from 
her job waiting tables.

Rodas, a Novato resident, is a 
single mother of three who im-
migrated from Guatemala in 
2007. Her lease expires in three 
months, and she is six-months 
pregnant.

“It’s scary. I don’t know if 
they are going to give me my job 
back, or when I’ll have to pay 
back rent,” said Rodas, 31, whose 
job was in Sausalito. “So, I’ve ob-
viously been thinking about how 
the little money I saved is get-
ting spent on necessities for me 

and my kids. I have no income 
and I’m stressed.”

Many Latino families in the 
county were already living pay-
check to paycheck before the 
pandemic. Now they are feel-
ing the brunt of the economic 
slowdown.

Nonprofits are stepping in to 
help, but they too face struggles 
for resources.

“A big percentage of fami-
lies are really concerned about 
the need of paying rent, about 
food, how to pay the bills and 
how they are going to receive 
some cash for basic needs,” said 
Douglas Mundo, executive direc-
tor of the Multicultural Center 
of Marin. “We understand the 
situation is going to last for a 
while and we want to help flat-

ten the curve, but we also un-
derstand that the community is 
having issues as well.”

Mundo is also the host of the 
center’s radio program Cuerpo 

Corazon Communidad (Body 
Heart Community), which 
aims to help Spanish-speaking 
residents navigate programs 
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Pandemic intensifies poverty 
in local Latino communities
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Volunteers with the Marin Multicultural Center and others sort food from the SF-Marin Food Bank to prepare for distribution in San Rafael 
on Saturday. About 50 volunteers showed up to lend a hand.
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Douglas Mundo, executive director of Marin Multicultural Center, 
joins volunteers for a community food distribution event.
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By Julie Johnson
The Press Democrat

As Sonoma County en-
ters its sixth week of re-
strictions on public activ-
ity to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus, county 
Health Officer Dr. Sundari 
Mase faces a critical deci-
sion: how much will she 
relax the stay-home order 
that she has already sig-
naled will be renewed be-
fore it expires Friday.

Various proposals were 
circulating last week 
through county offices, 
where Mase was widely 
expected to approve re-
visions that would re-
store some public access 
to local parks and allow 
a wider range of construc-
tion projects and real es-
tate transactions to re-
sume.

But the majority of re-
strictions will remain in 
place. The directive to 
stay home, apart from 
essential business or er-
rands, and to wear masks 
in public settings will be 
extended to continue pre-
venting the coronavirus 
from spreading widely 
within the community, 
Mase said.

She did not say how 
long these orders must 
stay in place but noted 
the state directive is in-
definite and the county 
aims to align local rules 
with those set by Califor-
nia public health officials 

and Gov. Gavin Newsom.
“We’re under an execu-

tive order from our gover-
nor,” Mase said. “Regard-
less of what happens, the 
governor needs to be the 
one to lift shelter-in-place.”

Local leaders have been 
urging Mase to ease re-
strictions where she can. 
Fielding a barrage of 
concerns residents, some 
county supervisors want 
Mase to allow some peo-
ple to return to their jobs 
and businesses to resume 
operations in order to 
lessen some of the finan-
cial hardship falling on 
thousands.

Sonoma County Super-
visor David Rabbitt said 
he believes local busi-
nesses are highly moti-
vated to institute new 
protective physical dis-
tancing measures in or-
der to operate again, and 
the county should prior-
itize financial recovery 
over recreation in risk-
benefit analyses.

“I’d err on the side of 
giving people the oppor-
tunity to earn a paycheck 
before getting the oppor-
tunity to get fresh air in 
a park, and that’s not say-
ing that parks aren’t im-
portant,” Rabbitt said.

California’s sweeping iso-
lation order supersedes any 
county public health rule, 
meaning local jurisdictions 
can add restrictions but 
cannot loosen them com-
pared to the state’s order.
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Sonoma County will 
consider changes  
to stay-at-home order

Tuesday
San Rafael: Marin County 
Board of Supervisors, 9 
a.m., meeting to be held by 
video conference, watch 
online at marinconty.org/
depts/bs/meeting-archive 
or cmcm.tv/livegov Super-
visors will receive  report 
from the county adminis-
trator and possibly other 
county staff about the 
local COVID-19 response. 
Supervisors wil consider a 
resolution to give renters 
90 days after the morato-
rium on evictions ends to 
repay back rent. County 
administrator will provide 
general fund budget pro-
jections for fiscal 2020-
22. Supervisors will con-
sider approving $5.9 million 
for Emergency Operations 

Center expenses.
Sausalito: City Council, 7 
p.m., City Hall, 420 Litho 
St. Website: sausalito.
gov. The council will review 
its general fund operat-
ing budget and discuss a 
projected $820,000 deficit 
due to COVID-19 out-
break. It will also consider 
disbanding the Business 
Advisory Committee and 
the Hospitality Business 
Development Committee. 
The two committees’ roles 
and responsibilities would 
be consolidated into a new 
Economic Development 
Committee. This meeting 
will be live streamed with 
members of the public able 
to follow along and provide 
public comment through 
the link in the agenda.

Marin public meetings

The nonprofit Novato 
4th of July Parade Inc. 
Board of Directors can-
celed the annual parade 
this year due to coronavi-
rus concerns. An item in 
print on April 21 incor-
rectly stated the decision 
was made by the city.

The Independent Journal 
strives for accuracy, 
but when errors occur 
we want to correct them 
as soon as possible. 
To report an error, 
call Managing Editor 
Jennifer Upshaw Swartz 
415-382-7290 or email 
jswartz@marinij.com.

Correction

for unemployment, tenant 
protection and financial 
aid during the pandemic. 
He said not all Latinos in 
the Canal area work in 
the hospitality or service 
industries, but a big portion 
of the population does.

This month, the cen-
ter surveyed 200 families 
in the neighborhood expe-
riencing a loss of income 
to gauge their top concern. 
The survey showed 75% are 
concerned about affording 
rent; 46%, food; 35%, utility 
bills; 29%, cash for other ne-
cessities; and 19%, internet 
access for information and 
their children’s education.

Over the past few weeks, 
all of the Canal food pantries 
have seen an increase of at 
least three times the usual 
number of participants. 
On Saturdays, the network 
of nonprofit organizations 
worked with the county to 
distribute fruit, vegetables, 
canned foods and supplies. 
Two weeks ago, the com-
bined efforts provided aid 
to 400 families, Mundo said.

“Right now the demand 
for support is higher than 
the resources that have been 
leveraged at this point,” he 
said. “We are figuring out 
how to support these people 
who not only temporarily 
lost employment and income 
because of the order, but who 
have also had a huge burden 
placed on their families.”

The county is supporting 
community organizations by 
providing weekly food pan-
tries, supplies and help with 
implementing social dis-
tancing, said Diana Alonzo-
Valderrama, an analyst at 
the Marin County Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services.

She said the county has 
provided more than 70 gro-
cery bags to elderly residents 
and supplied items such as 
traffic cones and tape to aid 
in the food distribution.

Immigrant workers
As of Friday, there were 

3,200 people tested and 
223 confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19; 42 were hospitalized 
and 12 people had died. 

Latinos were 21% of con-
firmed cases, 19% of hospi-
talizations and 9% of deaths, 
according to data released 
by the public health depart-
ment. Latinos make up 16% 
of Marin County’s popula-
tion, according to the cen-
sus bureau.

Another nonprofit orga-
nization partnered with the 
county is the Canal Alliance, 
which offers financial and le-
gal aid. Lucia Martel-Dow, 
director of immigration and 
social services, said while 
there has not been a huge 
number of Latinos infected 

with the virus, the “shelter in 
place” order has had an im-
pact on the Canal commu-
nity and others like it.

“Marin’s economy is 
driven by the service and 
hospitality industries,” she 
said. “So when these busi-
nesses were deemed non-
essential, our population of 
immigrant workers was hit 
hard.”

Maria Zarate, 52, is a San 
Rafael resident who lives 
with her husband and two 
of her four children. Because 
of the initial sheltering or-
der last month, Zarate said, 
her family had to close Taco 
Toro, the food truck that she 
and her husband managed 
for 10 years.

“It’s hard. We appreciate 
any help we can get. The rice, 
fruits and vegetables we get 
from the food bank helps us 
get by,” she said. “We are fol-
lowing the order and not go-
ing out at all, maybe for milk 
or eggs, but we haven’t been 
able to reopen our truck. It’s 
just sitting there.”

Zarate said neither she 
nor her husband has filed for 
unemployment. They have 
considered buying fruits to 
sell, but her return on invest-
ment is not assured.

“I think people are too 
scared to buy food from peo-
ple on the street right now,” 
Zarate said. “So, if I go out 
and buy food to sell and I 
don’t sell anything I’ve lost 
money, and then what?”

“That’s my fear, that we 
would not sell enough,” she 
said. “I honestly don’t know 
what will happen or when 
everything will get back to 
normal, but right now there 
isn’t any money.”

Vulnerable group
To provide some relief, 

the Canal Alliance provided 
a $350 check to more than 
1,000 residents who applied 
before March 31, Martel-
Dow said. The organization 
is working to expand the 

program.
Martel-Dow said the ef-

fort started because the fed-
eral government’s $2 trillion 
relief package does not in-
clude protections for undoc-
umented immigrant workers 
earning low wages.

To provide some help, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom an-
nounced an initiative that 
will distribute a one-time 
$500 sum to undocumented 
workers and $1,000 for fam-
ilies. The fund will provide 
aid to about 150,000 undoc-
umented people, the gover-
nor’s office said.

Still, there is fear among 
many undocumented resi-
dents that registering for fi-
nancial aid could result in 
paying exorbitant interest 
rates, losing a path to cit-
izenship or increasing the 
risk of being deported, Mar-
tel-Dow said.

Some residents don’t 
know if they are eligible to 
be tested for the coronavi-
rus because they are undoc-
umented, she said.

“People forget that 14,000 
to 15,000 undocumented 
people live in Marin,” she 
said. “So there are thousands 
of people who are not eligi-
ble for federal financial pro-
grams. And when they are 
eligible they are often too 
frightened to apply.”

Even some documented 
residents who have tax-
payer identification numbers 
through Social Security are 
not eligible because they do 
not make enough money to 
file taxes, she said.

“So as a country, we are 
leaving out a huge amount 
of people who did not qualify 
for any kind of relief. They 
were completely left out of 
these aid programs,” she 
said. “And now they are out 
of a job and can’t find work.”

Family concerns
Gloria Perdomo, 32, lives 

in the Canal neighborhood 
with her husband and four 

children. Before the pan-
demic, she said, she cleaned 
offices and catered events, 
while her husband solic-
ited work as a landscaper, 
painter or gardener.

Now they have not been 
able to find work, and the 
little bit of money they 
saved is dwindling.

“If my husband or I can 
find work we can get by 
week to week. But if there 
isn’t any work we don’t re-
ally have a plan,” Perdomo 
said. “We are waiting for 
this to pass. If God is will-
ing that will be soon, but the 
food donations and $350 
check have helped us a lot.”

Both Zarate and Per-
domo said they have re-
ceived letters from non-
profit organizations that 
contain information about 
eviction protections, but 
they are aware that the 
rent breaks will only last 
until the order is lifted. 
Neither has a lot of money 
saved nor a financial plan 
in place.

“There are people who 
have money saved up and 
then there are the ones who 
live day to day,” Zarate said. 
“Unfortunately, we didn’t 
think about tomorrow, and 
it’s hard. Especially in this 
critical situation.”

Rodas occasionally brings 
a bit of food to her brothers 
in the Canal neighborhood 
from her Novato home, de-
spite the precariousness of 
her own situation. She said 
they are day laborers who 
can’t find work right now, 
and they fear they’ll be de-
ported if they apply for fi-
nancial support.

“It makes me sad because 
when I get there and take out 
the food they finish it right 
away,” Rodas said. “They 
are just so hungry and I just 
think to myself, why God? 
Why is this happening and 
how much longer do we have 
to live like this — with this 
uncertainty?”

Poverty
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have been continued com-
plaints about food establish-
ments, but when officers ar-
rive they did not observe any 
violations.

He said it’s difficult to 
say how many complaints 
they’ve received, but people 
who report businesses might 
be driving by and don’t get a 
full view of what’s going on 
inside.

“Based on what we’ve seen 
through patrols or respond-
ing to certain calls, we’ve 
had remarkably few viola-

tions.” Fraass said. “The ones 
that we did have were han-
dled by warnings and ed-
ucation. In the beginning 
there were some violations, 
but people have been follow-
ing the county’s health order 
since then.”

The virus order allows a 
food establishment to op-
erate as long as it only sells 
takeout orders and custom-
ers practice social distancing 
of 6 feet, he said.

“I don’t think that’s the 
way this is operating,” said 
Joan Cox, a member of the 
council. “There are people 
lined up, going into the 
store purchasing wares at 
the counter.”

Rohrbacher said police 
have not issued any cita-
tions to customers or busi-
ness proprietors.

“Simple warnings have 
been sufficient,” he said, 
“but we are poised to issue 
citations to those that do not 
heed our warnings.”

He said complaints mostly 
focused on reports of people 
standing outside shops, or 
employees or customers not 
wearing masks.

“It was not required of 
employees to wear face cov-
erings until Wednesday,” 
Rohrbacher said. “So I am 
not sure how to comment on 
allegations of violating a reg-
ulation that did not exist.”

Michael Lappert, the ice 
cream shop owner, said 
he cannot stop the nice 
weather or people from 
visiting Sausalito, but he 
and other restaurant own-
ers have been following the 
order.

“I know every restaurant 
owner in this town and we 
are all complying,” said 
Lappert, a former Corte 
Madera town councilman. 
“We are doing our best. It 
costs money to be open. I’m 
losing money but I do it be-
cause people need to have 
an income. We will have our 
employees working there as 
long as we are allowed to 
give them income.”

Tourists
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A lot of African Americans 
do not have jobs where 
they can work from home, 

or get on a Zoom meeting. 
A lot of jobs require you to 
be on the front lines.”

Maunder is also raising 
money at GoFundMe to 
distribute 1,200 “essential 
bags” with coronavirus-
related supplies. The bags 

would contain a first aid 
kit, a thermometer, soap, 
hand sanitizer and a pam-
phlet on physical distanc-
ing guidelines and sanita-
tion techniques.

Paul Austin, a Marin 
City activist who is part 
of the campaign, said the 
testing site would also 
serve the mental health of 
residents.

“There are people who 
are stressing out during 
this pandemic because 
they do not know if they do 
or don’t have COVID-19,” 
said Austin, founder of the 
youth organization Play 
Marin.

Other organizations in-
volved in the task force in-
clude the Marin City Com-
munity Services District, 
Cronkite Development, 
Shore Up Marin City, the 
Sausalito Women’s Club 
and Showing Up for Racial 

Justice of Marin. The task 
force can be reached by 
emailing Maunder at mus-
bred@gmail.com or Austin 
at paustin@playmarin.org.

Meanwhile, the Marin 
City Health and Wellness 
Center and the Marin 
Community Clinics are in 
final discussions to bring 
respiratory consultation 
clinic to Marin City, said 
Dr. David Gorchoff, in-
terim chief medical officer 
with the Marin City center.

“This would be accessi-
ble by referral from Marin 
City Health and Wellness 
Center’s medical provid-
ers at a location that will 
be separate from the small 
MCHWC clinic site,” he 
said. “No walk-ins or self-
referrals.”

The clinic would begin 
testing for residents on a 
weekly basis starting within 
two weeks, Gorchoff said.

Testing
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A woman accepts a bag of groceries from volunteer Lindsey Smith during a community 
food distribution event in San Rafael.
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