
CHP: Expect traffic ‘surge’
AFTER COLLISIONS 
FALL EARLY IN THE 
PANDEMIC, STATS 
BEGIN TO RISE

Erik Chalhoub
Business Editor

During March and April, 
the number of traffic col-
lisions and arrests of in-
toxicated drivers dropped 
dramatically statewide 
compared to the previous 
year, according to the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol.

But it wasn’t because 
California’s notoriously 
reckless drivers began 
respecting the rules of the 

road. Rather, it’s because 
there were a lot less peo-
ple behind the wheel.

As the shelter-in-
place order went into 
effect across California 
in March, commuters 
ditched the keys and set 
up their offices at home, 
leaving parking lots empty 
and highways the quietest 
they have ever been.

But as that shel-
ter-in-place order loos-
ens and businesses begin 
to reopen, traffic on the 
highways is beginning 
to resemble its pre-pan-
demic state.

According to CHP’s 
Statewide Integrated 
Traffic Records System, 
there was a 75 percent 
decrease in the number 
of crashes in California 
this year from March 19 to 
April 30, as compared to 
the same period in 2019. 

The number of DUI 
arrests made by CHP 
officers decreased dur-
ing March and April, 
from 7,224 in 2019 to 
4,223 in 2020. The data 
also found an 88 percent 
reduction in the number 
of people killed and a 62 
percent decrease in the 

number of people injured 
in crashes.

However, the open 
highways in March and 
April were attractive for 
wannabe racers, as the 
CHP reported nearly dou-
ble the amount of citations 
for drivers speeding more 
than 100 mph compared 
to 2019.

According to CHP Offi-
cer Chris Miceli, the Hol-
lister-Gilroy area experi-
enced reduced collision 
numbers similar to the 
state. In March and April, 
the area saw 121 and 83 
crashes, respectively, 

compared to 167 and 151 
in 2019.

The number rose to 113 
crashes in May, but still 
below the 189 experienced 
that month in 2019.

However, with roughly 
two weeks still left to go 
in June, the month’s 71 
crashes as of June 18 is close 
to the overall total for April, 
pointing to the increased 
traffic in recent weeks.

CHP officials advised 
drivers June 18 to expect 
a surge of traffic in the 
coming weeks, as sum-
mer approaches and state 
restrictions loosen.

Call for help
LABOR OF LOVE  Pat (left) and Linda Lampe, directors of Hollister Community Outreach, help assemble meals  
that are served to people throughout San Benito County.

Juan R
eyes

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH IN 
DANGER OF 
CLOSING
Juan Reyes
Reporter

It’s Friday afternoon and 
Linda Lampe is running 
later than usual preparing 
more than 100 meals to 
be distributed throughout 
San Benito County. 

This was right after 
coming back from deliv-
ering food boxes to 165 
families in San Juan 

Bautista, followed by put-
ting together food pack-
ages that LULAC volun-
teers picked up for an 
additional 45 families in 
the agriculture industry.

“A very eventful day,” 
she said.

Lampe is the direc-
tor for the Hollister Com-
munity Outreach orga-
nization, which provides 
meals, groceries, hot 
showers and other ser-
vices to people who are 
underserved in San 
Benito County. She said 
their mission statement 

has always been to serve 
the underserved in the 
community because hun-
ger can take on any form. 

The 73-year old Ten-
nessee native said there 
was no way of imagining 
how big the operation was 
going to get. 

“Here’s this old lady 
cooking meals in her 
kitchen, going out to the 
homeless,” she said. “The 
more I did it the more I 
knew what a huge need 
it was.”

But the non-profit 
organization is now in 

trouble of closing its doors 
to all services due to the 
lack of financial support. 
Lampe and her husband, 
Pat, primarily fund the 
outreach program that 
began operating in 2015. 

Since then, they’ve 
helped nearly 200 home-
less people get enrolled 
into rehabilitation 
programs.

“We’re looking to fix the 
problem permanently,” 
Linda said. “That’s why 
I don’t believe in home-
lessness. I do not want 
to be called the homeless 

center, I am a launchpad.”
The Lampes also use 

proceeds from their shop, 
Worth Saving Thrift 
Store, along with dona-
tions from grocery stores, 
churches and private 
donors.

However, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic the 
thrift store, which is 
located at 101 Fifth St., 
is closed. The main facil-
ity located at 910 Mon-
terey St. is also currently 
closed. 
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HONOR SPENCER 
WENT TO D.C. FOR 
LEAGUE OF CITIES 
CONFERENCE

Juan Reyes
Reporter

Hollister City Coun-
cil members are at odds 
again as an investiga-
tion was launched to de-
termine if one member’s 
trip across the country was 
authorized. 

Hollister Council mem-
ber Honor Spencer said 
during the June 15 meet-
ing that she attended the 
National League of Cit-
ies conference in Washing-
ton D.C., which she said 
was approved by the city 
council. 

Spencer, who is also the 
council’s pro tem mayor, 
said that Mayor Igna-
cio Velazquez and Coun-
cil member Rolan Resin-
dez both claimed that she 
went on a trip for personal 
reasons. She said that she 
was also accused for going 
over her allotted budget 
for the year.

“I find it very disturb-
ing that the person who 
calls himself mayor and 
his friend, Councilman 
Resindez, have the audac-
ity to say that I went there 
to play with friends,” she 
said. “I went there to learn. 
I went over my budget, I 
am truly sorry. It was not 
intentional.”

Spencer said that 
Velazquez and Resendiz 
were angry at the fact that 
they were not informed 
of her trip. She said that 
Resendiz ordered staff to 
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are risks involved in bidding 
at a Trustee’s Sale (auction). 
You will be bidding on a lien. 
Although you will receive title to 
the property, placing the highest 
bid at a Trustee auction DOES 
NOT automatically entitle you to 
free and clear ownership of the 
property. You should be aware 
that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you 
are the highest bidder at the 
auction you will be, or may be, 
responsible for paying off all 
liens senior to the lien being 
auctioned before you can receive 
clear title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority and amount of 
outstanding liens that may exist 
on this property by contacting 
the County Recorder’s Office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. 
If you consult either of these 
resources you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or 
Deed of Trust on the property. 
This Trustee’s Sale will be for the 
Trustor’s 50% INTEREST in the 
property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown 
on this Notice of Sale may be 
postponed one or more times, 
pursuant to California Civil 
Code Section 2924g. The law 
requires that information about 
Trustee Sale postponements be 
made available to you and the 
public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you 
would like to know whether your 
sale date has been postponed, 
and/or the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call (408) 374-
7204 or visit www.foreclosureco.
com and check Trustee’s Sale 
#20306. Information about 
postponements that are short 
in duration or that occur close 
to the scheduled sale time may 
not immediately be reflected 
in the telephone information or 
online. The best way to verify 
postponement information is 
to attend the scheduled sale. 
Said sale will be made without 
covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied regarding title, 
possession or encumbrances to 
satisfy the obligations secured 
by and pursuant to the Power 
of Sale conferred in the Deed 
of Trust executed by Jeanene 
Mathews, unmarried woman, 
AS TO HER 50% INTEREST, as 
Trustor, Recorded on December 
12, 2016 as Instrument No. 2016-
0013759 of Official Records 
in the Office of the Recorder 
of San Benito County. At the 
time of the initial publication of 
this Notice, the amount due to 
satisfy the obligation secured 
by the subject Deed of Trust, 
estimated costs, expenses, fees 
and advances is $232,194.58. To 
verify the opening bid call (408) 
374-7204, before the sale date. 
The Foreclosure Company, Inc., 
as Trustee, 827 Cedar Street, 
Santa Cruz, California 95060 
By: Christina Leigh, Foreclosure 
Officer Date: June 16, 2020 This 
office is assisting the Beneficiary 
in collecting a debt and any 
information obtained may be 
used for that purpose whether 
received verbally or in writing. 
NPP0370616 To: FREE LANCE 
06/26/2020, 07/03/2020, 
07/10/2020 
(Pub HF 6/26, 7/3, 7/10)

Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
HCD will accept objections 
to the County of San Benito's 
environmental certification and 
Request for Release of Funds for 
a period of fifteen days following 
the submission date specified 
above or the actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) only 
if they are on one of the following 
bases: (a) the certification was 
not executed by the Certifying 
Officer of the County of San 
Benito; (b) the County of San 
Benito has omitted a step 
or failed to make a decision 
or finding required by HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR part 58; 
(c) the grant recipient or other 
participants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken 
activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval 
of a release of funds by HCD; 
or (d) another Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 CFR 
Part 1504 has submitted a 
written finding that the project 
is unsatisfactory from the 
standpoint of environmental 
quality.  Objections must be 
prepared and submitted in 
accordance with the required 
procedures (24 CFR Part 
58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be 
addressed to the California 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development, 
Division of Financial Assistance 
HOME Program, 2020 West El 
Camino Avenue Sacramento, 
CA 95833.  Potential objectors 
should contact HCD to verify the 
actual last day of the objection 
period.

Tracey Belton
Director, Health and Human 
Services Agency
County of San Benito

(Pub HF 6/26)

Trustee Sale
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
No. 20306: YOU ARE IN 
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED August 26, 2016. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. On JULY 16, 2020 at 
11:30 am, at the Monterey Street 
entrance to the San Benito 
County Courthouse, 440 5th 
Street, Hollister, CA 95023, The 
Foreclosure Company, Inc., as 
the Substituted Trustee, will sell 
at public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash (payable at the 
time of sale in lawful money of 
the United States) the following 
described property situated 
in the County of San Benito, 
State of California, described 
more fully within said Deed of 
Trust. The street address and 
other common designation of 
the real property described 
above is purported to be: 951 
Plum Court, Hollister, Ca. 95023 
APN: 054-380-005-000 The 
undersigned disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness 
of the street address and other 
common designation shown 
here. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL 
BIDDERS: If you are considering 
bidding on this property lien you 
should understand that there 

steep, non-buildable downslope 
along the west side of the site.  
Typical on-site improvements 
for a residential subdivision 
will be constructed, including 
grading, underground wet and 
dry utilities, and the paving of 
a street, with curb, gutter, and 
sidewalks, to connect the new 
homes to Southside Road. Off-
site improvements will include 
construction of turn lanes in 
Southside Road at the project 
entrance.

Community Services 
Development Corporation 
(CSDC) will be the Developer 
for the project.  Future residents 
will participate in construction 
of the homes, with training 
provided by CSDC.  First 
mortgages for purchase of the 
homes will be provided through 
the USDA Rural Development 
502 program, and 16 of the 
homes will receive down 
payment assistance through the 
HOME Investment Partnership 
Program.  The total estimated 
project budget is $8,312,000, 
including $1,000,000 in HOME 
funds, and $9,131,780 in USDA 
Rural Development funds.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT
The County of San Benito has 
determined that the project will 
have no significant impact on the 
human environment.  Therefore, 
an Environmental Impact 
Statement under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA) is not required.  
Additional project information is 
contained in the Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) on file 
at the San Benito County, 
Department of Community 
Services & Workforce 
Development; 1111 San Felipe 
Rd., #107; Hollister, CA.  If you 
wish to review the ERR, please 
contact Enrique Arreola at (831) 
637-9293 or EArreola@cosb.
us to receive a copy by email or 
U.S. mail.

MITIGATION MEASURES
There were no mitigation 
measures specified for this 
project.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or 
agency may submit written 
comments on the ERR to the 
San Benito County Department 
of Community Services & 
Workforce Development; 1111 
San Felipe Rd., #107; Hollister, 
CA, Attn: Enrique Arreola.  All 
comments received by July 
13, 2020, will be considered by 
the County of San Benito prior 
to submission of a request for 
release of funds.  Commenters 
should specify which Notice they 
are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CERTIFICATION
The County of San Benito 
certifies to HCD that Tracey 
Belton, in her capacity as 
Director of Health and Human 
Services Agency, consents 
to accept the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Courts if an 
action is brought to enforce 
responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied.  HCD's 
approval of the certification 
satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities and allows the 
County of San Benito to use 

DEFAULT SERVICES 1920 Old 
Tustin Ave. Santa Ana, California 
92705 Sale Line: (714) 730-
2727 Briana Young, Trustee Sale 
Officer A-4724248 06/26/2020, 
07/03/2020, 07/10/2020
(Pub HF 6/26, 7/3, 7/10)

FBNS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENTFile No. 
F2020-0000154The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business 
as:CALIFORNIA MARKET-
CELLULAR SALES, 1270 E. PARK 
STREET, HOLLISTER, CA 95023 
County of SAN BENITOMailing 
Address: 9040 EXECUTIVE 
PARK DRIVE, 3RD FL RM 329, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923Registrant 
Information:CELLULAR SALES 
OF CALIFORNIA, LLC, 9040 
EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, 3RD 
FLR RM 329, KNOXVILLE, TN 
37923; State of Incorporation: 
CALIFORNIA This business is 
conducted by a limited liability 
companyThe registrant(s) 
commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed 
above on N/A. CELLULAR 
SALES OF CALIFORNIA, 
LLC S/ PAMELA WHITE, 
PRESIDENTThis statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of San Benito County 
on 06/11/2020.By: JOHN R. 
HODGES, County ClerkBy: 
NANCY VIGNA, Deputy6/26, 
7/3, 7/10, 7/17/20CNS-
3372819#HOLLISTER FREE 
LANCE
(Pub 6/26, 7/3, 7/10, 7/17)

Public Notice
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
REQUEST RELEASE OF 
FUNDS

June 26, 2020
County of San Benito 
1111 San Felipe Rd., #107
Hollister, CA 95023-2800
(831) 637-9293
EArreola@cosb.us

These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the County of San 
Benito.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
On or about July 14, 2020, the 
County of San Benito will submit 
a request to the California 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
[HCD] for the release of Home 
Investment Partnerships 
Program (HOME) funds, under 
Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez 
National Affordable Housing 
Act of 1990 as amended, to 
undertake a project known 
as Riverview Estates II.  The 
proposed Riverview Estates II 
Self Help Project will be located 
on a vacant 3.87 acre parcel 
located at 3110 Southside Road, 
Hollister, San Benito County, 
California.  The proposed Project 
is a single-family residential 
subdivision, with 24 four 
bedrooms/2 bathroom homes, 
with attached garages. Each 
home will have 1,385 square feet 
of interior space and a 4,000 
to 6,000 square foot lot.  A 
few of the lots are larger (up to 
20,000+ square feet) due to a 

Appointed Trustee: PRESTIGE 
DEFAULT SERVICES Recorded 
3/17/2006 as Instrument No. 
2006-0003896 in book , page 
of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of San Benito 
County, California, Date of Sale: 
7/16/2020 at 11:30 AM Place 
of Sale: At the Monterey Street 
entrance to the San Benito 
County Courthouse located 
at 440 5th Street, Hollister, 
CA 95023 Amount of unpaid 
balance and other charges: 
$453,043.60 Street Address 
or other common designation 
of real property: 156 GINA 
LANE HOLLISTER California 
95023 A.P.N.: 016-150-069-
000 The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street 
address or other common 
designation, if any, shown above. 
If no street address or other 
common designation is shown, 
directions to the location of the 
property may be obtained by 
sending a written request to 
the beneficiary within 10 days 
of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. NOTICE 
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If 
you are considering bidding on 
this property lien, you should 
understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee 
auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid 
at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to 
free and clear ownership of 
the property. You should also 
be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest 
bidder at the auction, you 
are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to 
the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear 
title to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate the 
existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may exist 
on this property by contacting 
the county recorder's office 
or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge 
you a fee for this information. 
If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware 
that the same lender may hold 
more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. 
All checks payable to Prestige 
Default Services. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale 
date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, 
pursuant to Section 2924g of 
the California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about 
trustee sale postponements be 
made available to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you 
wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, 
if applicable, the rescheduled 
time and date for the sale of this 
property, you may call (714) 730-
2727 or visit this Internet Web 
site https://www.servicelinkasap.
com/default.aspx, using the file 
number assigned to this case 
20-3619. Information about 
postponements that are very 
short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately 
be reflected in the telephone 
information or on the Internet 
Web site. The best way to verify 
postponement information is 
to attend the scheduled sale. 
Date: 5/27/2020 PRESTIGE 

FBNS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENTFile No. 
F2020-0000153The following 
person(s) is (are) doing 
business as:CELLULAR SALES 
OF CALIFORNIA, 1270 E. PARK 
STREET, HOLLISTER, CA 95023 
County of SAN BENITOMailing 
Address: 9040 EXECUTIVE 
PARK DRIVE, 3RD FL RM 329, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37923Registrant 
Information:CELLULAR SALES 
OF CALIFORNIA, LLC, 9040 
EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, 3RD 
FL RM 329, KNOXVILLE, TN 
37923; State of Incorporation: 
CALIFORNIA This business is 
conducted by a limited liability 
companyThe registrant(s) 
commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed 
above on N/A. CELLULAR 
SALES OF CALIFORNIA, 
LLC S/ PAMELA WHITE, 
PRESIDENTThis statement 
was filed with the County 
Clerk of San Benito County 
on 06/11/2020.By: JOHN R. 
HODGES, County ClerkBy: 
NANCY VIGNA, Deputy6/26, 
7/3, 7/10, 7/17/20CNS-
3372818#HOLLISTER FREE 
LANCE
(Pub HF 6/26, 7/3, 7/10, 7/17)

Trustee Sale
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S 
SALE T.S. No.: 20-3619 
Loan No.: ******7032 APN: 
016-150-069-000 NOTE: 
THERE IS A SUMMARY OF 
THE INFORMATION IN THIS 
DOCUMENT ATTACHED YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER 
A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
3/9/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE 
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT A LAWYER. A public 
auction sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, cashier's check 
drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a check 
drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, or 
savings association, or savings 
bank specified in Section 5102 
of the Financial Code and 
authorized to do business in 
this state will be held by the 
duly appointed trustee as 
shown below, of all right, title, 
and interest conveyed to and 
now held by the trustee in the 
hereinafter described property 
under and pursuant to a Deed 
of Trust described below. The 
sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, 
possession, or encumbrances, 
to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by 
the Deed of Trust, with interest 
and late charges thereon, 
as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms 
of the Deed of Trust, interest 
thereon, fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee for the 
total amount (at the time of the 
initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale) reasonably estimated to 
be set forth below. The amount 
may be greater on the day of 
sale. Trustor: JEFFERY RYAN 
DOUGHERTY AND CHRISTINE 
DOUGHERTY HUSBAND AND 
WIFE AS JOINT TENANTS Duly 
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Outreach costs climb 
Lampe said both landlords 

have been patient with them but 
it’s been nearly three months 
since they’ve paid any rent and 
other expenses. 

HCO is estimating it will need 
$21,446 to pay for expenses to 
maintain services through June. 
The organization is past due for 
two months worth of expenses 
ranging from April to May. 

The cost of rent per month 
is $2,800 for Hollister Commu-
nity Outreach and $2,200 per 
month for the thrift shop. Other 
expenses include three months 
worth of PG&E ($672), AT&T 
phone/internet ($558) and the 
box truck commercial registra-
tion and insurance at $2,200.  

Gary Cameron, San Benito 
County Community Action Board 
member for District 2, said the 
San Benito County Health and 
Human Services Agency received 
$250,000 for the Home-
less Opportunities Meals and 
Empowerment Resource Center, 
or homeless shelter, at its April 
20 meeting.  

The shelter has room for 50 
people and they will receive three 
meals a day. They’ll also have 
access to shower and laundry 
facilities, a computer lab and 
other support services.

“And here you’ve got the 
Lampes trying to run this little 

operation on their own, and they 
get basically no support from 
much of anybody,” he said.

Cameron said they occasion-
ally get a grant from a church or 
the community foundation. He 
said CAB held a special Zoom 
meeting to authorize about 
$9,500 to pay for delivery of the 
meals for April and May.

Cameron, who’s a retired CHP 
officer, is a board member for 
HCO and he mentioned that 
being on both sides of the table 
has helped him present the prob-
lem to CAB. He’s also one of 
several volunteers who doesn’t 
get paid for helping coordinate 
where the food flows. 

“As a matter of fact, it costs me 
money to be associated with them,” 
he said. “That’s really the reward.”

Martha’s Kitchen, a non-profit 
organization based out of San 
Jose, has been providing approx-
imately 910 frozen food entrees 
for the homeless community in 
San Benito County. The individ-
ual meals include an entree, fruit, 
snacks, bottled water and bread. 

HCO also delivers meals to 
homeless people living in their 
cars, shut-ins and staying in motel 
rooms using vouchers provided by 
San Benito County.

The Lampes have helped those 
who are underserved with hous-
ing assistance, getting social 
security and disability benefits, 
provide internet access and an 

address for work employment 
applications.

Linda Lampe said that they had 
to take out a $50,000 second mort-
gage on their home to pay the bills 
because they were about to go under. 

“I know that somehow, some way 
that what we’re doing has value,” she 
said. “Whatever you’re called to do 
if you’re not willing to step up your-
self, how can you ask other people 
to invest?”

Cameron said without HCO 
around to help underserved peo-
ple, there could be more resi-
dents begging or even poten-
tially resorting to crime. He said 
he believes the Lampes can get 
back to operating at full speed if 
they get some short-term assis-
tance, which includes getting all 
the cleaning materials to get the 
thrift shop back open. 

“I don’t think they’re asking 
for long-term help,” Cameron 
said. “I think they’ll be able to 
reopen that if they can get over 
the hurdle right now.”

Lampe said she’s aware she’s 
not the lone solution and she 
can’t help everybody in need. But 
she said she can’t imagine shut-
ting the doors for good on peo-
ple who still need a helping hand. 

“I cannot entertain those 
thoughts and if that’s being imprac-
tical or whatever, it’s worked so far,” 
she said. 

BURNS NEARLY 
900 ACRES

Staff report

A fire that sparked in the 
southern end of San Beni-
to County on June 16 was ful-
ly contained at 895 acres as of 
June 21.

Crews from Cal Fire and 
Hollister Fire responded to 
the Bitter Fire, located in Bit-
terwater northeast of King 
City, at about 12:45 p.m. on 

June 16. The fire burned 
alongside Highway 25 and 
Hernandez-Coalinga Road, 
according to Cal Fire.

Air tankers, helicopters, 
engines, crews and dozers bat-
tled the blaze. Crews are con-
tinuing to douse out hotspots.

The cause is under 
investigation.

Cal Fire crews had also 
fully contained a blaze along 
Highway 156 at Buena Vista 
Road in Hollister on June 22 
that burned nearly 30 acres in 
less than a day.

➝ Community Outreach, 1

Fire is contained in 
southern SB County

BITTER FIRE  Cal Fire crews respond to a fire located in  
Bitterwater northeast of King City on June 17.
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