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County residents get free testing
SITE OPEN AT 
VETERANS’ 
MEMORIAL 
BUILDING
Juan Reyes
Reporter

The San Benito Coun-
ty Public Health Services 

department announced 
that the state selected the 
county as a no-cost Cov-
id-19 testing site.

Dr. David Ghilarducci, 
County Interim Health 
Officer, issued a press 
release that said resi-
dents can get tested for 
Covid-19 at the Veterans’ 

Memorial Building, loca-
ted at 649 San Benito St., 
from Sunday to Thurs-
day, 8am to 8pm. 

“This testing site will 
help San Benito County 
dramatically increase test-
ing for some of our most at-
risk community members, 
our healthcare and other 

essential workers,” Ghilar-
ducci said.  

Gov. Gavin Newsom 
recently announced that 
more than 80 community 
Covid-19 testing sites will 
be added across the state 
that focus on underserved 
communities.

Ghilarducci said the 

county testing site will be 
powered through a part-
nership with Optum-
Serve, a federal govern-
ment health services 
business. 

According to the press 
release, OptumServe has 

➝ More testing, 4
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County starts to reopen
SMALL BUSINESS 
SUFFERS DUE TO 
PANDEMIC AND 
HEALTH ORDERS

Juan Reyes
Reporter

San Benito County is now 
in “Phase Two” on the road 
to reopening local busi-
nesses and facilities, after 
nearly two months of clo-
sure of all “non-essential” 
activities due to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. 

On May 8, Public 
Health Services issued a 
press release that stated 

California is moving into 
“Stage 2 of the Resilience 
Roadmap”, which means 
some lower-risk work-
places can gradually open 
with adaptations to reduce 
the spread of the Covid-19 
illness. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom 
on May 7 announced the 
opening of phase two 
lower-risk businesses at 
a press conference. The 
businesses must include 
modifications such as 
curbside pickup.

Hollister Mayor Igna-
cio Velazquez said the 
community has done an 

incredible job of con-
trolling and slowing the 
spread Covid-19, which is 
allowing local businesses 
to reopen with ease.

“We moved early, the 
community participated 
and we went to face cov-
ers and now because of 
that it looks like we’ll be 
able to open sooner rather 
than later,” he said. “But I 
always stress the impor-
tance of continuing doing 
it the right way and be safe 
about it. We do not want to 
go back the other way.”

The list of lower risk 
business types include 

clothing and shoe stores, 
florists, book and music 
stores, sporting goods, 
toy stores, jewelry stores, 
home goods and furnish-
ing stores.

Additional business 
types that can open later in 
phase two include schools 
and childcare facilities, 
shopping malls and swap 
meets, office based busi-
nesses, outdoor muse-
ums and open gallery 
spaces. Others include 
car washes, pet groom-
ing, tanning facilities and 
landscape/gardening and 
dine-in restaurants with 

the exception of bars and 
gaming areas.

Velazquez said they’ve 
been sharing ideas on open-
ing up San Benito Street to 
invite local restaurants and 
store owners to set up shop 
on the street.

“We can give them more 
space so they can have their 
clientele back that they had 
before this all happened, 
and at the same time pro-
mote the businesses so 
more people start coming 
out to support the busi-
nesses,” he said.  

Velazquez said he hopes 
this gives businesses the 

numbers they need to get 
back on their feet.

Maria Hernandez is 
the owner and chef at La 
Sabrosa Fine Mexican 
Cuisine at 512 San Benito 
Street in Hollister.

Hernandez said it’s been 
a struggle to stay afloat, espe-
cially after shutting down for 
three weeks in April. 

She’s had her restaurant 
open for just nine months 
and said she’s walking on a 
tightrope.

Hernandez said they 
applied for financial 

➝ Coronavirus, 4

ENDLESS EFFORT  Dozens of cars, trucks and motorcycles cruised down San Benito Street in Hollister on May 9 as part of  
the Shelter-In-Car Cruise event that was created by the community.

Juan R
eyes

Classic cars  
take over 
downtown 
LOCALS CELEBRATE 
A NIGHT OUTSIDE 
THEIR HOMES
Juan Reyes
Reporter

Downtown Hollister was taken over 
by shiny classic vehicles and loud 
engines on May 9 as part of the 
Shelter-In-Place Car Cruise.

Dozens of cars, trucks and 
motorcycles cruised down San 
Benito Street just before sunset, 
drawing local residents and store 
owners to watch.

Hollister resident Adrian Rodarte 
said he heard about the event by word 
of mouth. He mentioned that Satur-
day’s cruise served as a boost to get 
people out of the house since the San 
Benito County shelter-in-place order 
was issued March 17.

“You’ve never seen San Benito 
Street packed like this ever since it 
all started,” Rodarte said. “It’s cool, 
I like it.”

Rodarte said he loves being 
around classic cars and motorcy-
cles, which he rode into town. 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

➝ Car cruise, 5

This testing site will help San Benito County dramatically increase 
testing for some of our most at-risk community members.

—DAVID GHILARDUCCI 
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Businesses get little help so far

Testing for all local 
residents available
extensive expertise in rap-
idly deploying and setting up 
health care services. 

OptumServe has worked 
closely with the military under 
the leadership of former Army 
Surgeon General and retired 
Lieutenant General Patty 
Horoho.

“Thanks to San Benito 
County and to OptumServe for 
the collaboration to make these 
testing sites possible,” said Char-
ity Dean, M.D., Assistant Direc-
tor of the California Depart-
ment of Public Health. 

Testing will be available to 
all residents with a focus on—
but not limited to—underserved 

populations, healthcare employ-
ees, essential workers and those 
older than 60 years of age.

Testing is also accessible to 
those with chronic illnesses 
but by appointment only. 

Appointments are avail-
able by calling 888-634-1123 
or going online at lhi.care/
Covidtesting. 

➝ Coronavirus, 1

➝ More testing, 1

PRICES UP Maria Hernandez, owner of La Sabrosa Fine Mexican Cuisine in Hollister, is struggling to  
make money after the San Benito County shelter-in-place order took place in March.

PHASE TWO La Sabrosa Fine Mexican Cuisine on San Benito Street in Hollister is open for pick-up orders  
during Phase 2 on the road to reopening local businesses and facilities.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

As of May 13:
 Worldwide: 4,327,288 cases, 

295,540 deaths
 U.S.: 1,388,002 cases;  

83,175 deaths
  • California: 72,507 cases; 

2,934 deaths
  º San Benito County: 58 cases; 

two deaths
 • Washington state: 17,330 

cases; 962 deaths

As of May 6:
 Worldwide: 3,709,800 cases; 

259,695 deaths 
 U.S.: 1,210,822 cases;  

71,463 deaths
 • California: 58,655 cases;  

2,388 deaths
  º San Benito County: 53 cases; two 

deaths; 48 recovered; 1,046 tested
 • Washington state: 15,594 

cases; 862 deaths

Source: Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center, https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/

assistance with the county, 
hoping to get at least 
$10,000 to pay for four 
months worth of rent. They 
received a deposit of $1,000 
instead.

“It was disappointing,” 
Hernandez said.

She also mentioned the 
landlord won’t cut her any 
slack on the rent and is mak-
ing her pay full price. The 
price of food is also going up, 
which just adds to the list of 
frustrations.

“I used to pay $3.99 a 
pound for carne asada, now I 
pay $6.39,” Hernandez said. 
“Everything is going up.”

County Supervisor Pete 
Hernandez said when the 
county shelter-in-place order 
took place it was an open-
wound decision to cut off the 
economy.

“Now with the bleed-
ing out and impacts that 
it’s causing it’s not just eco-
nomically but health-wise,” 
he said.

Hernandez said there’s 
a lot going on with pub-
lic health in a negative way 
because of the shelter-in-
place order. He said it’s cre-
ating desperation from busi-
ness owners who have been 
trying to figure out ways to 
stay open.

“I knew that was going to 
happen,” he said. “We need 
to roll out our economy and 
roll out a lot quicker because 
the way it was first addressed 
was based off of essential and 
non-essential, which has a 
lot of elements that could be 
considered discriminatory...
You’re prioritizing one busi-
ness over another.” 

Public Health officials 
said phase two expansion 

will be phased in gradually 
and some communities can 
move through faster if they 
show greater progress.

Counties that have met 
the readiness criteria and 
worked with the California 
Department of Public Health 
can open more workplaces.

As of May 12, there have 
been 58 confirmed cases 
of Covid-19 in San Benito 
County. The local death 
count remains at two, 
according to county officials.

The data from San Benito 
County Public Health Ser-
vices’ latest community 
newsletter shows that 1,260 
patients have been tested for 
the novel coronavirus locally. 
Of these, 1,175 have tested 
negative and 31 are pending 
results.

Of the 58 positive cases 
of Covid-19, one patient is in 
the 0-17 age group; 37 are in 
the 18-49 age group; 14 are 
in the 50-64; and six are age 
65 or older.

In California, there have 
been 69,382 total cases 
reported, and 2,847 deaths 
from Covid-19. 

Velazquez said San Benito 
County officials sent a let-
ter to the state to allow the 
county to move into Stage 
3, which is adapting and 
reopening movie theaters, 
religious services and more 
personal and hospitality 
services.

Velazquez said more than 
half of the positive cases 
originated from Santa Clara 
County from commuters, 
which gives him even more 
hope that local business will 
open sooner than later. 

“If you took those out of 
the equation you would see 
our numbers just way down 
low,” he said.
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