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GILROY UNIFIED 
AIMS TO FIX ISSUE 
WITH PURCHASE OF 
NEW CHROMEBOOKS

Juan Reyes
Reporter

A typical day during the 
week for Diana J. and her 
son, a fifth-grader at Las 
Animas Elementary, usu-
ally begins with them 
sitting in front of the com-
puter, gearing up for an-
other day of distance 
learning.

It sounds like a simple 
enough process, yet, it’s 
been nothing but a night-
mare for them as they 
still struggle with inter-
net access and having a 
reliable device that he can 
use to get his school work 
done.    

“It’s frustrating for him 
and I see it,” she said. 
“He’s trying his best and 
for him not to be able to 
participate…it’s definitely 
frustrating.”

The Gilroy resident 
said it’s discouraging as a 
parent because they’re try-
ing to make the best of a 
situation that’s been noth-
ing but misery for her fam-
ily. She believes that Gilroy 
Unified School District 
needs to hear the commu-
nity and understand the 

➝ Digital divide, 6

Pumpkin season

Forbis appointed as city administrator

GILROY OSTRICH FARM, 
LOCAL BUSINESSES GET 
INTO THE HALLOWEEN 
SPIRIT WITH EVENTS

Erik Chalhoub
Editor

If the socially distant trick-or-treat 
bags that are popping up in stores 
are any indication, Halloween is 
going to be different this year.

While the ongoing health 
emergency has hindered many of 
the traditional activities, families 
who want to celebrate the spooky 
season in 2020 will have plenty 
to do in Gilroy.

The Gilroy Ostrich Farm 

recently opened its Halloween 
Spooktacular, featuring a pump-
kin patch, hay maze and other 
themed decorations, as well as a 
variety of animals to pet and feed 
such as ostriches, goats, chickens, 
sheep and more.

Dan Nelson, executive direc-
tor of the farm, said this year’s 
expanded Halloween offerings are 
a hit, especially with the younger 
children. It also gives families a 
chance to take part in a safe, 
socially distant activity, he noted.

“It’s an opportunity to get 
away from all the craziness in the 
world,” Nelson said. “It’s a lot like 
therapy as well.”

The Gilroy Ostrich Farm, 
which opened in 2019, is located 
on Pacheco Pass Highway near 
the intersection of San Felipe 
Road.

The farm’s Halloween event 
runs through Nov. 2. It is open 
Friday through Monday from 
9am to 5pm. To purchase tick-
ets, visit gilroyostrichfarm.com/
halloween.

Downtown decorations
Downtown Gilroy is also getting 
into the spirit.

Nearly 30 businesses along 
Monterey Street have had their 
storefronts decked out with 

skeletons, pumpkins, zombies 
and other creepy creatures. More 
than 20 volunteer decorators 
spread out over the last week to 
organize the displays. 

Various businesses and orga-
nizations donated funds and 
other items, including Lowe’s 
Home Improvement, which 
donated $600 worth of potted 
mum arrangements that will 
be given to all businesses that 
participated.

Downtown visitors are encour-
aged to stroll Monterey Street 
and take photos of the displays.

Toni Bowles, founder of The 

MAYOR SAYS GILROY 
SHOULD HAVE DONE 
NATIONWIDE SEARCH

Erik Chalhoub
Editor

The Gilroy City Council appoint-
ed Jimmy Forbis as city admin-
istrator Oct. 5, shedding the 
interim label he held for the last 
seven months.

Mayor Roland Velasco cast 
the lone dissenting vote, saying 
a nationwide search for a new 
administrator would have been 
beneficial for Gilroy.

Forbis, who had served as 
Gilroy’s finance director since 
2016, was appointed to the 
interim position in March fol-
lowing Gabriel Gonzalez’s 
resignation.

Originally from Wichita, Kan., 
Forbis has lived in California for 
nearly 20 years. Prior to being 
hired by the City of Gilroy in 
2016, Forbis worked as finance 
director in Monterey, utilities 
business and budget manager 
for Morgan Hill, and as a man-
agement analyst in San Mateo 
County. 

He is a Certified Public 
Finance Officer through the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association accreditation pro-
gram. He has a master’s degree 
in public administration from 
San Jose State University and 
performed his undergradu-
ate work in recreation admin-
istration at the University of 
Kansas/Missouri Western State 
University.

Per the terms of his contract, 
Forbis will be paid an annual 
salary of $220,716. However, 
that salary will be temporarily 

reduced by 9.23 percent through 
June 30, 2022 due to Covid-
19-related cuts approved by the 
council earlier this year.

A subcommittee consisting of 
councilmembers Marie Blankley, 
Dion Bracco and Peter Leroe-
Muñoz negotiated the terms of 
the agreement.

During his first day as interim 
city administrator, Forbis issued 
a local emergency declaration, 
which shut down many city 
programs and canceled most 

HALLOWEEN TIME  Sophia Hussein helps her 2-year-old nephew Khalil feed the ostriches at the Gilroy Ostrich Farm on Oct. 5.  
The farm is hosting a Halloween-themed event through Nov. 2.

Erik C
halhoub

➝ Halloween, 2

➝ Jimmy Forbis, 2

Students 
struggle 
with new 
distanced 
learning

Preschool through Grade 12        Morgan Hill        oakwoodway.org

Limited space available for 2020-2021 
Visit oakwoodway.org for virtual 

admissions events.
We’re ready for both on-campus and distance learning! 


