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Gilroy needs 
some major 
changes

need change. We are still losing money at Gilroy 
Gardens but I guess the evangelicals run that too.

Recently Steve Ashford died. Steve had a 
big heart and helped this city for many, many 
years. He should get a tribute concert in his 
name!

Steve Ashford was a tireless good man and 
volunteer for the city of Gilroy. We owe Steve a 
tribute—a big tribute. I would like to do a big 
tribute concert for Steve. I myself wasn’t able 
to do one for my brother John Garcia Jr., but he 
was remembered. Steve loved Gilroy and did a 
lot for us. Let’s get  
this done!

Covid-19 won’t last forever, thank God. We 
need to raise money to help the town. We have a 
huge homeless problem.

Most likely this mayor won’t change 
anything. We need a big change for the Garlic 
Festival. We need more revenue for schools and 
the parks.

I’m tired of the conservatives in this town 
keeping us in the dark ages. This is 2020. We need 
to be up to date. Money needs to be moved around 
in a more responsible way, and they should not raise 
taxes again, which I fear they will do.

Daniel Garcia, 

Gilroy

Help students  
stay connected
Children in the Gilroy Unified School District have 
reverted to distance education. Due to the rising 
threat of the coronavirus, students from K-12 are 
required to have working internet at home while 
some students are at a disadvantage. 

According to the Census Bureau, less 
than 10 percent of households in Gilroy do not 
have internet access. We live in an age of digital 
inequality. Parents are struggling to reserve 
internet hotspots provided by the school district 
that have become limited. As many students are 
placed on a waitlist, they feel unmotivated and 
frustrated by not learning digitally. Many of the 
students come from low-income households that 
struggle to perform their daily academic tasks. 

During this Covid-19 crisis, we need to give 
students free internet access and find solutions 
to help our kids become more engaged through 
online learning. Imagine a world, having digital 
equality for all students to successfully complete 
their work. We must not leave our students 
behind as their education matters and we must 
do everything we can to help them stay connected.

Christopher Mukai, 

Gilroy
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different barriers for many 
families in the area.
“I just feel like there’s a dis-
connect between the dis-
trict and the community,” 
she said. “I don’t know 
what their efforts are but I 
don’t get calls to say, ‘Hey, 
how are you doing?’”

Rosanna Alvarez, a 
supporter of the Comite 
Para La Justia (Committee 
for Justice) group, said she 
feels the same way. 

“Obviously there’s a 
gap, there’s a disconnect 
and we’ve been saying it 
since the beginning,” she 
said. “The district says 
one thing...maybe that’s 
the best case scenario or 
maybe that’s how it’s sup-
posed to be but the fact is 
we have to address that 
there’s a gap there.”

Comite Para La Justia 
was created to address 
“digital segregation” 
related to the digital divide 
within Gilroy Unified 
School District. There are 
still concerns about the 
reliability of the internet 
service hotspot devices that 
were provided to families 
at Ochoa Migrant Housing 
Center and in rural areas 
of Gilroy. 

“While it may not be 
the district's responsibil-
ity to install wifi hotspots 
to ensure that every child 
has access to their educa-
tion,” Alvarez said, “it is 
also worth noting that we 
are at week 7 of the school 
year and we still have fam-
ilies in Gilroy with no 
access, who are being writ-
ten off as disengaged.”

Alvarez said she believes 
there’s roughly 300 families 
still without internet ser-
vice. Comite Para La Justia 
organized two actions that 

began with a peaceful pro-
test on Sept. 13 in the down-
town area and a town hall 
meeting on Sept. 20.

Diana participated in the 
march as she joined hun-
dreds of other frustrated par-
ents and guardians who are 
in a similar situation as her.

“It’s not just me having 
these frustrations, it’s a sys-
tem issue,” she said. “It’s not 
just me as a parent, it’s bigger 
than me. Our kids deserve 
equal access.”

Diana said it’s been 
hard for parents to com-
municate with one another 
because some might not 
have access to Facebook 
group pages or other web-
sites related to the school 
district. 

Alvarez said the issues 
they’re experiencing 
within Gilroy Unified pre-
cede Covid-19. She said 
the concerns are being 
frustratingly exacerbated 
in this moment in spite 
of their efforts to fill in as 
a community to address 
gaps in services. 

Alvarez said that 
the City of Gilroy has a 
migrant population in 
long-established rural 
areas of South Santa 
Clara County. She said 
the digital divide extends 
beyond the migrant camps 
themselves.

Alvaro Meza, assistant 
superintendent of business 
services at Gilroy Unified, 
said they’re working on 
applying for a grant to 
help alleviate some of the 
ongoing issues. He said the 
Santa Clara County Office 
of Education asked the 
school district to respond 
to a grant survey that they 
recently filled out.

Meza said that most 
school districts in 
Santa Clara County are 

concerned about students 
not being able to log in 
and finish their work. 

“No one single entity 
can solve this problem,” he 
said. “Here’s an example of 
us continuing to work with 
the county office of edu-
cation and with the city 
and their partners to see 
what can be done in cer-
tain pockets of Gilroy.” 

Meza said that they’ve 
been reaching out to fami-
lies since March and iden-
tifying the ones that don’t 
have hotpots, includ-
ing those at the Ochoa 
Migrant Housing Center. 
He said there are more 
than 100 students that live 
at the migrant center but 
not all of them are Gilroy 
Unified students. 

Meza mentioned that 
they’ve visited the Ochoa 
Migrant camp with coun-
selors and their migrant 
department, knocking on 
every single door. He said 
they discovered that 40 
of their students have a 
hotspot that can provide 
the internet for everybody 
at the site.

“Now we have substan-
tial investment into the 
camp, providing the inter-
net for everybody that the 
district is paying for,” he 
said. 

Meza said they made 
sure that the temporary 
improvements included 
getting a wired connection 
that blanketed the devel-
opment with 18 access 
points. 

Meza said they’ve also 
been calling families of 
students that have been 
missing school to make 
sure if it’s a hotspot or a 
device issue. 

“I think the challenge 
here is we recognize in the 
rural areas around Rucker 

Elementary where it’s just 
mostly farm areas, no mat-
ter the provider you’re 
going to get a weak sig-
nal,” he said. “Even if we 
give you a military grade 
hotspot, it’s going to be 
weak.”

Alvarez said some stu-
dents might have their 
hotspots but connectivity 
continues to be an issue. 
She said parents are reach-
ing out for advice, asking if 
they should pay for the 
internet despite being in 
financial straits.  

“There’s an ongoing 
pattern of saying that kids 
and families are disen-
gaged and the solutions to 
address the digital divide 
focus on only making sure 
parents know how to use 
the technology,” she said.

Diana said it’s been dif-
ficult working at her job 
and trying to help her 
kids with troubleshooting 
issues related to distance 
learning. She said she also 
just wishes it was an eas-
ier process to get a hotspot 
through the school rather 
than the district.

“There’s way too many 
hurdles to jump,” she said. 

Diana said she reached 
out to Las Animas in mid-
September to ask if there 
were any hotspots available 
because there are multiple 
people in the house using 
the internet. The school 
told her that the district 
has to approve her request 
and that she would be put 
on a waiting list.

“I did tell them that 
I can’t wait for this,” she 
said. “It’s something that’s 
affecting my son’s learning 
and he has different ser-
vices so he needs to logon 
with other teachers for his 
1-on-1 and to get addi-
tional support.”

Diana said she received 
a call from the student ser-
vices coordinator and she 
was told they were going to 
forward her request to the 
IT department, which put 
her on another waiting list. 

Diana said that her 
son’s Zoom classes were 
freezing and that he’s had 
trouble trying to sign on to 
a class or lab programs to 
do his work. She was told 
it was a technical issue, 
yet, she never received 
a call back from the IT 
department.

Diana emailed Las 
Animas Principal Velia 
Codiga and the student 
services coordinator, tell-
ing them that she hadn’t 
heard back from the IT 
department or an update. 

“I asked them what’s 
going on because this is 
impacting my son,” she 
said.

It wasn’t until about 
two weeks later that she 
got a call from the IT 
department. They told her 
that the computer was the 
issue because it doesn’t 
have the capability to be 
on a Zoom call and run 
other programs at the 
same time. 

“Having to multitask on 
these computers just cre-
ates a big lag,” she said. 

Diana said she wrote 
about the computer issue 
in an email she sent to 
the school and she believes 
that they didn’t acknowl-
edge it. She eventually got 
a hold of a hotspot but she 
wasn’t able to pick it up 
until Sept. 28. 

“It seems like there’s 
just a lot of hoops that you 
have to go through to even 
get support from IT,” she 
said. “It only makes me 
think of others that might 
not be reaching out.”

Meza said the district is 
trying to address the issue 
with Google Chromebook 
devices that are not capa-
ble of simultaneously run-
ning a Zoom meeting and 
other software required to 
do school work. He said 
the board of education 
is going to recommend 
an option to purchase 
roughly 6,000 higher end 
Chromebooks, which will 
cost about $3 million.

“What we are pro-
posing to the board is a 
slightly scaled up version 
of a Chromebook that will 
give you the ability to still 
be on Zoom, watch the 
YouTube video,” he said. 
“The resolution might 
not be ultra high def but 
you’ll be able to at least get 
the content and that’s the 
important part of it.”  

Meza said Gilroy 
Unified has been commit-
ted to making sure stu-
dents don’t fall behind. He 
said they started a child 
care program two weeks 
ago at Rucker Elementary 
that allows about 50 ele-
mentary and middle 
school students whose 
families can’t get internet 
access at their residence. 

On Sept. 28, Gilroy 
Unified began offering 
the same program at Glen 
View Elementary for stu-
dents who live in that area. 
Meza said they’re allowed 
to let students on campus 
through guidance from the 
Santa Clara County Public 
Health Department.

“We’re really trying to 
figure out how we can best 
serve the students that are 
disadvantaged, that don't 
live in the area where they 
get a good broadband sig-
nal for the providers,” 
he said. “There’s just no 
answer.”

Many student homes lack internet service
➝ Digital divide, 1

T
he elections are coming up soon 
and most likely Marie Blankley 
will become mayor. That means 
nothing will change. Our last 
mayor, even though a good family 

man and a nice guy, never brought our town 
into the 21st century and never took a stand 
when Gilroy Police killed a Gilroy citizen!

Downtown is still a graveyard. Our 
sidewalks are the worst in the county! We still 
don’t have a real community center. The police 
and city let people have huge parties downtown 
that are not safe, and the police let homeless 
criminals and mentally ill citizens get away with 
crimes because they are always afraid they will 
get sued! We need more parking, too.

So far, all we have is talk but no action! We 


