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Confusion reigns in reopening saga
COUNTY PLAN 
REJECTED, THEN 
APPROVED AFTER 
SURPRISE ABC 
CRACKDOWN
Michael Moore
Editor

California Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
officers finally offered an 

explanation for their con-
fusing enforcement efforts 
in South County July 3.

However, since then 
the state’s public health 
department has granted 
Santa Clara County the 
necessary permits to allow 
outdoor dining—the chief 
alleged violation that ABC 
officers were investigating 

at Morgan Hill and Gilroy 
residents at the start of the 
holiday weekend.

County officials also 
announced July 7 that 
the state has approved 
Santa Clara County Pub-
lic Health Officer Dr. Sara 
Cody’s updated health order 
that implements “across-
the-board risk reduction 

measures” to combat the 
spread of Covid-19.

“As a result, outdoor 
dining can continue in 
Santa Clara County,” 
county public health staff 
said July 7. Cody’s updated 
health order will go into 
effect July 13.  

Some restaurant owners 
and staff were reportedly 

frightened and furious by 
the end of the night July 3, 
when armed ABC officers 
entered numerous estab-
lishments that were serving 
customers for outdoor din-
ing. The officers told res-
taurant staff that they were 
in violation of the state’s 
Covid-19 social distanc-
ing and essential business 

guidelines, and ordered 
them to cease all opera-
tions, except takeout ser-
vice, before the July 4 holi-
day rush.

ABC spokesman John 
Carr said the officers did 
not issue any citations to 
the local restaurants. The 
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SMOKE RISES  Crews clean up a fire on Fisher Avenue in Morgan Hill July 5, with  
a giant cloud of smoke from the Crews Fire in Gilroy rising in the background.
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Scorched  
 in July
FIRES, SOME CAUSED  
BY FIREWORKS, BURN 
THROUGH SOUTH 
COUNTY ACREAGE
Michael Moore
Editor

While most residents of South Coun-
ty spent their Fourth of July weekend re-
laxing, celebrating, socializing and—in 
some cases—setting off fireworks, the re-
gion’s firefighters had little time off over 
the holiday.

While two major vegetation fires—
the Park Fire in Morgan Hill and the 
Crews Fire in Gilroy—received most of 
the attention, fire departments in South 
County responded to dozens of smaller-
scale brush fires and other incidents. 
Some of these were ignited by resi-
dents using illegal fireworks, according to 
authorities.

The Park Fire started burning about 
11pm July 4 on the east side of Anderson 
Reservoir, in the area of East Dunne Ave-
nue and Finley Ridge Road in east Mor-
gan Hill. By Monday morning, CalFire 
announced that forward progress of the 
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Teams, coaches hopeful for fall
SUMMER WORKOUTS 
START WITH STRICT 
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS

Emanuel Lee
Sports Editor

As if high school football coaches 
weren’t busy enough, another lay-
er was added to their duties when 
the coronavirus pandemic hit. 
When fall sports teams were al-
lowed to start summer condition-
ing workout sessions on June 22, 
it marked the beginning of a new 
era for longtime football coach-
es like Hollister’s Bryan Smith, 
Christopher’s Tim Pierleoni and 
Live Oak’s Mike Gemo. 

They enter an unprecedented 
era in which face masks, temper-
ature checks and physical dis-
tancing are all a part of their 
lexicon and every bit as impor-
tant as no-huddle, blitz and spe-
cial-teams. Adhering to health 
and safety guidelines, the coaches 
had to put a system in place that 
makes everyone who is involved 
with the team—from play-
ers, coaches, staff members and 
parents—comfortable.

For a program like San Benito 
High that can draw upwards 
of 90 to 100 players for con-
ditioning sessions, the check-in 
system could’ve been exhaust-
ing. Instead, the Haybalers have 

gotten pretty efficient at doing 
a passive screening—where 
coaches ask the players a series 
of questions—before doing the 
active screening of taking every-
one’s temperature. 

“I have eight coaches in the 
morning (for 6:30 a.m. condi-
tioning sessions), and they’re 
checking in 12 guys each,” Smith 
said. “That happens in five 
minutes.”

Teams are allowed to have a 
maximum grouping of 12 play-
ers, or a cohort, under the guid-
ance of one coach, and coaches 
are required to wear face masks 
or shields at all times. The six feet 
of minimum spacing between 

participants can be difficult to 
adhere to at times. 

“It’s hard when you have to be 
six feet apart, but we do the best 
we can,” Pierleoni said. 

“That has probably been the 
biggest challenge, but I’d like to 
think we’re doing a good job,” 
Smith said. “It’s not perfect, and 
I’m sure you can easily find areas 
to nitpick.” 

Conditioning sessions have 
been limited to 90 minutes, 
which puts a premium on every 
team to make the most of its time. 
Christopher has a strength and 
conditioning coach who leads the 
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officers were acting on the coun-
ty’s lack of state approval for 
outdoor dining, which has been 
in place at local restaurants for 
more than a month.

“ABC agents just told busi-
nesses in Santa Clara County 
that their county does not have 
attestation/variance yet and 
technically restaurants and 
bars that serve food in their 
county are supposed to be take-
out only at this time until attes-
tation/variance is approved by 
health authorities,” Carr said in a 
July 6 emailed statement. “ABC 
does not make a determination 
whether a county can reopen.”

Carr clarified that the state 

office did not “shut down” any 
of the restaurants contacted, but 
rather focused on advising staff 
of the alleged violation.

That explanation wasn’t good 
enough for city officials and res-
taurant owners, who said nobody 
from the state notified local 
authorities that outdoor dining 
was not permitted in Santa Clara 
County. Cody issued an order 
opening up restaurants to outdoor 
dining in early June, but no one 
from the state claimed that was 
a problem until the ABC officers 
showed up unexpectedly July 3.

“There has been much blame 
thrown around but ultimately 
we got to where we wanted to 
be,” Morgan Hill Council mem-
ber John McKay posted on social 

media July 7, after he found out 
that the state finally granted 
the county’s outdoor dining vari-
ance. “I will remain angry and 
dismayed that our businesses 
and customers were put through 
such an ordeal last Friday night. 
There is no good explanation for 
that and assume we will never 
receive one.”

Mayor Rich Constantine 
added, “We are extremely 
happy this has now been 
resolved. However, we are 
still very concerned about 
the way this was handled by 
the (ABC) and the economic 
impact it had to our already 
struggling restaurants over a 
holiday weekend.”

The ABC’s actions July 3 

didn’t seem to persuade many 
restaurants to pack up their out-
door dining patios. Dan McCra-
nie, owner of Ladera Grill, vowed 
on July 4 to continue serving 
customers outdoors until he sees 
some “clear, definitive” prohibi-
tion of such business from state 
authorities.

Other restaurants in Morgan 
Hill that have hosted outdoor 
dining since June continued to 
do so through the holiday week-
end and into this week.

“This is a combination of out-
rageous, unprofessional and, I 
think, mendacious,” McCranie 
said of the ABC officers’ actions 
in a July 4 press conference out-
side his downtown Morgan Hill 
restaurant.

City officials—including Con-
stantine, City Manager Chris-
tina Turner, City Attorney Don 
Larkin and Police Chief Shane 
Palsgrove—attended the July 4 
press conference in support of 
the affected restaurants.

Turner said the city council 
and staff have worked with local 
restaurants since June 5 to help 
them establish outdoor dining 
operations that were in compli-
ance with the county’s guidelines.

The state’s July 7 approval of 
Cody’s latest health order comes 
even as Covid-19 cases continue 
to climb in Santa Clara County. 
A graph of positive cases on 
the county’s website shows daily 
totals at the end of June and 
early July are far exceeding those 
of March and April, when the 
state and county’s most strin-
gent stay-at-home orders were 
in effect.

The June 23 tally, for exam-
ple, shows the highest single-day 
Covid-19 case count of 193 cases. 
Daily totals have exceeded 100 
almost every day in Santa Clara 
County since June 15.

Cody’s latest order, which is 

now approved to start July 13, 
applies new standards for more 
workplaces and industries to 
reopen. Gyms, hair salons and 
small public gatherings could 
resume if venues and businesses 
meet the county’s new standards.

State officials initially denied the 
county’s new proposed order the 
morning of July 4, before reversing 
course July 7 after receiving more 
details from the county. 

Last week, Gov. Gavin New-
som placed Santa Clara County on 
a “watch list” of 19 counties where 
Covid-19 cases are rising sharply, 
and where recent reopening activ-
ities could be reversed. The ABC 
officers who visited local restau-
rants on July 3 reportedly showed 
staff a copy of Newsom’s July 1 
directive, which referred to the 19 
counties.

On July 6, however, Newsom 
removed Santa Clara County from 
that list.

Carr said the July 3 ABC opera-
tion was part of a statewide enforce-
ment effort. Between July 3 and 
July 5, ABC visited more than 5,800 
businesses in 21 counties and wrote 
52 citations for various violations of 
state public health Covid-19 regu-
lations. In Santa Clara County, the 
officers visited 121 establishments.

In Morgan Hill, the ABC 
agents explained to the restau-
rants that the county did not have 
permission from the state to open 
outdoor dining and were “tech-
nically in violation of California’s 
stay-at-home orders,” Carr said. 
“Many business owners asked 
if they needed to cease opera-
tions immediately. ABC explained 
that they could continue with ser-
vice until their regularly sched-
uled closing time. Agents further 
explained that they should not 
reopen to indoor or outdoor seat-
ing in violation of the stay at home 
orders, however, they may remain 
open as a take-out operation.”

County reopen plan starts July 13

STAYING OPEN  Ladera Grill owner Dan McCranie speaks to the press outside his restaurant July 4. 
McCranie and other restaurant operators were confused and angered by the previous  
night’s surprise enforcement efforts by state ABC officers.
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