
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 28

10:00 a.m.   — 1:00 p.m.

Morgan Hill Campus   |   410 Llagas Road   |   (408) 776-8801

Register today! StratfordSchools.com/NorCalOH
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COVID-19’s impact across the region
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Store shelves are empty. Playgrounds are fenced off.  
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ACORNS, BULLDOGS 
WERE PRIMED FOR 
LEAGUE AND CCS 
TITLE RUNS

Emanuel Lee
Sports Editor

The Live Oak and Sobra-
to baseball teams were set 
to have their best seasons 
in recent memory when 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic hit the U.S. With the 
high school spring sports 
season suspended until at 
least April 13, there is 
a distinct possibility that 
the 2020 season will be 
canceled outright, which 
would leave the Acorns 

and Bulldogs wondering 
what could have been. 

Before play was sus-
pended two weeks ago, 
Live Oak was 7-0-1 and 
Sobrato was 5-1. The 
12-1-1 mark was the best 
combined start from the 
two Morgan Hill public 
high schools in several 
years, and it brought hope 
that this would be the year 
one or both of them could 
win a Central Coast Sec-
tion playoff champion-
ship. If the season doesn't 
resume, the careers of all 
the seniors on both teams 
will be over. 

Two of the senior 
standouts—the Acorns' 

Connor Hennings and the 
Bulldogs' Justin Rashid—
had breakout junior sea-
sons in 2019 and were 
looking to do even greater 
things this season. One 
would be hard-pressed 
to find superior student-
athletes than Hennings 
and Rashid, who have 
weighted GPAs of 4.0 and 
4.4, respectively.

The 6-foot-3, 185-
pound Hennings was the 
hottest player in all of 
the CCS before play got 
suspended, totaling three 
home runs, seven stolen 
bases, eight hits, and 13 
RBI while also being spec-
tacular on the mound. In 

a 6-3 win over St. Francis 
of Watsonville on March 
10, Hennings was sim-
ply spectacular, hitting 
a grand slam to put the 
team ahead in the sixth 
inning. He was equally 
strong on the mound, 
tossing a complete-game 
with seven strikeouts. 

"That was probably the 
highlight of my (baseball) 
career," said Hennings, 
a pitcher and outfielder. 
"We were down 2-1 before 
the grand slam, so it felt 
good helping the team 
win. I was really hyped 
when I hit it."

Hennings was method-
ical in his approach at 

the plate, taking three 
straight balls to start the 
at-bat. The St. Francis 
pitcher followed with a 
strike, then threw a pitch 
down the middle on a 3-1 
count that Hennings hit 
for the slam.

"I just remember 
demolishing it," he said. 
"Everyone on the bases 
was hyped, the crowd was 
going and everyone in the 
dugout was cheering as I 
rounded the bases. It was 
great."

Rashid, a 6-foot, 225-
pound pitcher/infielder, 
was also hot at the plate 

COUNTY ENACTS 
MORATORIUM ON 
EVICTIONS

Michael Moore
Editor

Another week of the novel 
coronavirus’ spread through-
out Santa Clara County and 
beyond has brought anoth-
er week of closures, cancella-
tions and a search for some 
relief for locals who may be 
impacted by the economic 
fallout of the pandemic.

Organizers for the Mor-
gan Hill Mushroom Mardi 
Gras announced March 24 
that the event will not take 
place this year. The festi-
val is typically scheduled 
for Memorial Day week-
end, which is May 23-24 
this year. The event would 
have taken place on the 
grounds of the Morgan 
Hill Community and Cul-
tural Center and adjacent 
downtown side streets.

“After much con-
sideration of new 

recommendations by the 
CDC regarding events/
festivals within the next 
eight weeks and an atten-
dance of 50 or more, we 
have made the heartbreak-
ing decision to cancel the 
2020 Morgan Hill Mush-
room Mardi Gras Festi-
val,” reads a statement 
from Mushroom Mardi 
Gras organizers. “Please 
know that this was a very 
difficult decision and 

Michael Moore
Editor

Even though schools are closed, school district staff and a host 
of local partners and volunteers are making sure students are 
well-fed during the current pandemic stay-home order.

Starting this week, Morgan Hill Unified School District offi-
cials decided to consolidate meal pickup to each Monday that 
schools remain closed, instead of requiring students and their 
parents to visit the school daily, MHUSD spokeswoman Lanae 
Bays said. Three school sites—El Toro Health Science Acad-
emy, Los Paseos Elementary and San Martin/Gwinn—are the 
hosts of this week’s and upcoming meal distributions.

At El Toro on March 23, a long line of cars full of fami-
lies picking up their children’s meals snaked through the 
campus and east up East Main Avenue. Morgan Hill Police 
assisted with traffic control and regulating the drive-through 
layout for the week’s pickup. Each family was given five 
lunches and five breakfasts for each student, and a total of 
1,800 meals were picked up.

As an added treat, local Girl Scouts troops donated 
thousands of boxes of cookies, which were distributed to 
the families.

The next weekly student meal pickup will take place 
11am to 1pm at El Toro, Los Paseos and San Martin/Gwinn.

➝ Baseball,  7

Meals  
to go

Teams wonder what could have been

➝ COVID-19,  7

SCHOOL LUNCH DRIVE THRU  Morgan Hill Police Sgt. Carson Thomas and El Toro Health Science  
Academy Secretary Cheryl Van Deventer help distribute school meals to students from  
throughout the district at the school’s East Main Avenue campus March 23.
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

As of March 25:

 Worldwide, 438,749 cases, 19,675 
deaths, 111,895 recovered

 U.S., 55,243 cases, 802 deaths

  • California, 2,628 cases, 54 deaths

 º Santa Clara County, 375 cases, 6 
13 deaths

  • New York, 26,376 cases,  
  271 deaths

As of March 18:

 Worldwide, 214,000 cases,  
   8,727 deaths

 U.S.,  7,663 cases, 115 deaths

  • California, 718 cases,  
  13 deaths

  º Santa Clara County, 155 cases,  
  6 deaths

  • New York, 2,480 cases, 16 deaths
Source: Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center, coronavirus.jhu.edu

Food fests canceled as virus spreads



• FREE REFILLS ON LARGE SODA & LARGE POPCORN
• ALL DIGITAL PROJECTION & 7.1 SOUND

• CAFÉ WITH PIZZA, WINGS, NACHOS & MORE!
• TERRIFIC TUESDAYS... ALL MOVIES $5.00

• LUXURIOUS STADIUM SEATING
• $6.50 MOVIES BEFORE NOON*

CineLux Gilroy Cafe & Lounge 
is gorgeous and ready to 

entertain you.  Please  
check our social media for 
photos of your brand new 
state-of-the-art cinema.

Both CineLux Tennant 
Station and CineLux Gilroy 

Cafe & Lounge will be 
opening soon.

CineLux Tennant Station Stadium 11 • Morgan Hill
CineLux Gilroy Cafe & Lounge • Gilroy

at box office

Reserve your seat at
CineLuxTheatres.com

We look forward to opening both Morgan Hill and GILROY  
very soon and welcoming you back to the movies!

We Miss You... Stay Healthy.

Best Plumbing 
Service in Town! 

Quality Work, Reliable Service.

License & Bonded • Lic #814925

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Coupon must be presented at time of Service

(15% off for senior citizens 65+.) 
(Excludes Bids/Estimates)

ERNIE’S PLUMBING
& Repair Service Inc.

Labor on your next 
plumbing service

ERNIE’S PLUMBING
& Repair Service Inc.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED!
7411 Railroad Street, Gilroy • 408.847.3274
ErniesPlumbingInc.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm regular hours only and does not include 
holidays, weekends, or emergency rates.

7411 Railroad St., Gilroy • 408.847.3274

10% OFF10% OFF

Law enforcement/military discount 15% off 

HIRE LOCAL!

Call Judy Bell for more info:  
jbell@newsvmedia.com  |  408.842.5066

Qualified candidates  
live right here

Post your job 
openings in 
our classified 
section and 
reach 35,703 
homes
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Players made progress

County bans evictions
➝ COVID-19, 1

before play was suspended. 
He was hitting .500 with a 
1.235 OPS and led the start-
ers with a robust .679 on-
base percentage, a byproduct 
of getting plunked nine times 
in just seven games. Rashid, 
who was the Blossom Valley 
League's Santa Teresa Division 
Pitcher of the Year in 2019, 
had two complete games in 
as many outings this season, 
which is no surprise consider-
ing he was an absolute work-
horse last year. 

"Justin is good because he's a 
smart baseball player," Sobrato 
coach Mitch Martinez said. "He 
understands the game, is con-
stantly thinking, understands 
batters, and situations. That is 
why he's so good."

If the season doesn't 
resume, Rashid might have 
played in his last organized 
baseball game ever. With a 
weighted 4.4 GPA and no base-
ball scholarships on the table, 
Rashid isn't going to wait for 
an offer when he will most 
likely have his school of choice 
to attend from his academics. 

"I'm thinking this is prob-
ably it, so I kind of want to 
make this year count," Rashid 
said before the season was 
suspended. 

Even though the Bulldogs 
went 13-1 in winning the Santa 
Teresa Division last year and 
almost had their entire start-
ing lineup return for 2020, the 
BVAL coaches voted to keep 
them in the league's B divi-
sion despite Martinez's request 
for them to move up to the 
Mount Hamilton Division (the 
BVAL's top division). 

"Our attitude and mindset 
was playing with a chip on our 
shoulder because last season 
we did everything we could to 
get into the A league," Rashid 

said. "The vote not moving us 
up kind of bummed us out, 
but we're planning to prove 
ourselves again so hopefully 
the sophomores and juniors 
on this year's team will get to 
experience playing in the A 
league next year."

Rashid didn't emerge as 
a force on the mound until 
last season, when he was 
pressed into duty after one 
of the team's starters experi-
enced severe arm fatigue. At 
the time, Rashid wasn't partic-
ularly looking forward to get-
ting back on the bump, as he 
got hit hard during his sopho-
more year. 

"Sophomore year I had two or 
three relief appearances, and got 
roughed up each time," he said. 
"After that year, I didn't think I 
was going to pitch again."

However, in his first start 
in 2019, Rashid was brilliant, 
throwing a complete game 
despite going into the contest 
with lingering doubts. 

"The day I got the ball for 
the first start my junior year, 
I honestly did not want to 
pitch at all because of what 
happened sophomore year," he 
said. "And I actually didn't feel 
well that day and was about 
to tell Coach I didn't want to 
pitch. I didn't end up saying 
anything, and it worked out."

Did it ever. Rashid went on 
to earn Santa Teresa Division 
Pitcher of the Year honors, which 
included a strong non-league 
outing against Live Oak.

Rashid possesses a big 12 to 6 
curveball, which he can throw on 
any count. His fastball tops out 
in the low 80s, but because he 
changes speeds well, it is decep-
tively swift and comes up on 
batters fast—no pun intended. 
Having always focused on his 
strength—hitting—in previous 
years, Rashid spent ample time 
working on his pitching in the 

off-season, knowing he would 
once again play a major role on 
the mound. As the team's No. 3 
hitter, Rashid has proven to be 
a productive player, hitting to all 
parts of the field and getting on 
base in a variety of ways. 

Both Hennings and Rashid 
get the job done on and off the 
field, as their academic record 
attests. Rashid will go through 
high school with all A's and 
one B, the latter he received in 
calculus during his junior year, 
with an 89 percent in the class 
no less. Hennings has taken 
academics just as serious as 
his athletic endeavors, and was 
one of 23 recipients to earn 
a $1,000 scholarship by the 
College Football Hall of Fame 
Northern California chapter.
Despite the threat of the sea-
son being canceled, Hennings 
has taken a positive approach 
to the situation. 

"I'm obviously going to stay 
motivated now and through 
the summer wherever I end up 
playing," he said. "I'm going to 
work out everyday, try to get to 
go to the (batting) cages and go 
into the DUB facility because 
they have cages and a weight 
room. It'll keep me motivated 
just to work harder, and hope-
fully an offer will come late 
spring or the summer."

Like its crosstown rivals, 
Sobrato is deep, talented and 
was ready to do some great 
things this season. The Bull-
dogs' pitching staff was loaded, 
with Rashid, Josh Balderas, 
Shane Callison, William Conn, 
Alex Percini and Nathan 
Medeiros being the headlin-
ers. On the day of his starts, 
Shane Callison would pitch 
to his brother, catcher Cooper 
Callison. 

"They never get rattled out 
there," Martinez said. "They 
take command and they play 
smart."

➝ Baseball, 1

Our attitude and mindset was playing with a 
chip on our shoulder because last season we 

did everything we could to get into the A league.
—JUSTIN RASHID

we did not take it lightly. Public 
health and safety are our utmost 
concern.”

That cancellation followed the 
announcement late last week that 
the Gilroy Garlic Festival will not 
take place in 2020, also due to coro-
navirus concerns and stay-at-home 
advisories issued by the county 
and supported by national health 
experts.

Over the last week, Morgan 
Hill residents and businesses have 
been trying to cope with a shelter-
at-home order issued last week by 
the state as well as the health offi-
cers of six Bay Area counties. Res-
taurants have struggled to make 
ends meet with only delivery and 
takeout service permitted. Stu-
dents have stayed home with par-
ents who are out of work or tele-
commuting during the crisis.

As of March 23, the Santa Clara 
County Public Health Department 
reported that 13 residents have died 
from COVID-19 or complications 
arising from the illness. Confirmed 
cases of the illness caused by the 
novel coronavirus totaled 321 on 
March 23.

Also this week, the Santa Clara 
County Sheriff ’s Office revealed 
that four deputies and one inmate 
at the main jail tested positive 
for COVID-19. It was not imme-
diately clear if these cases are 
directly related.

And local public agencies, non-
profits and donors have ramped up 
their efforts to bring some relief for 
residents and businesses who are 
likely to find it increasingly difficult 
to pay their bills as long as “social 
distancing” recommendations and 
shelter-at-home orders are active.

Relief for renters
On Tuesday, the Santa Clara Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors approved 
a countywide moratorium on evic-
tions during the COVID-19 pub-
lic health crisis. The moratorium 
applies to all 15 cities within the 
county.

The ordinance prohibits evic-
tions for failure to pay rent for ten-
ants who are financially affected by 
the pandemic, according to County 
Supervisor Joe Simitian. Renters 
who can document “substantial 
loss” as a result of the public health 

crisis are protected by the morato-
rium, which applies to both residen-
tial and small business rentals.

The moratorium lasts through 
May 31, according to Simitian’s 
office.

The supervisors also approved 
a contribution of $2 million to 
the Destination:Home coronavi-
rus relief fund to assist renters 
and low-income residents in main-
taining their housing and cover-
ing basic expenses while they are 
unable to work. The fund was 
launched March 23 by the Santa 
Clara County Homeless Prevention 
System, with $11 million in contri-
butions from nonprofits and busi-
nesses in Silicon Valley.

A moratorium or some kind of 
relief for renters was also a topic at 
a special called Morgan Hill City 
Council meeting March 23, less than 
a day before the county supervisors 
approved the moratorium. On a 
motion from City Council member 
Larry Carr, the council unanimously 
approved the concept of a mora-
torium on evictions if the supervi-
sors failed to approve the countywide 
item the next day.

With the supervisors’ approval, 
a similar ordinance apply-
ing solely to renters within the 
city limits is unlikely, unless the 
council decides to add protec-
tions beyond what the county has 
established.

City Attorney Don Larkin 
explained to the council that a local 
eviction moratorium presents the 
risk that the city could ultimately be 
on the hook for back rent if a land-
lord loses rental income as a result 
of such an ordinance.

Council members and city staff 
at the March 23 meeting dis-
cussed a wide range of topics 
related to ongoing stay-at-home 
orders and their potential impact 
on local residents and business 
owners.

Many city staff members have 
been furloughed due to the stay-
at-home order and prohibition on 
activity not designated as “essential 
business,” according to City Man-
ager Christina Turner. Many of these 
employees have sick leave and vaca-
tion time built up that they can use 
while furloughed. In some cases, the 
city is allowing staff members to “go 
negative” in their leave hours if they 
don’t have enough to last through 
the current lockdown, Turner said.

HIRE LOCAL!

Call Judy Bell for more info:  
jbell@newsvmedia.com  |  408.842.5066

Qualified candidates  
live right here

Post your job 
openings in 
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section and 
reach 35,703 
homes


