
By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon police say they’re in-
vestigating a weekend incident 
in which someone scrawled 
“All Lives Matter” and “Don’t 
Tread on Me” — slogans associ-

ated with groups opposed to the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
and increasingly with extreme-
right sentiment — in chalk on 
Main Street.

Town officials have denounced 

Education 9 | Police Logs 14 | In Memoriam 20 | ArkBeat 21 | Classifieds 21 Weekend Weather | H  Friday 68° 56° | H  Saturday 69° 56° | H Sunday 68° 56°

July 15, 2020 | $1.50

Named the nation’s best 
small community weekly
General Excellence winner, 2018 & 2019 National Newspaper 
Association, 2019 California News Publishers Association

Volume 48, Issue 29 | thearknewspaper.com

RACOON-PROOF 

Page 9

High-End Remodels & New Construction

49-FOOT CELL 
TOWER OK’D FOR 
LOT BEHIND OLD 
BANK BUILDING
Page 5

inside 

FILING PERIOD 

Page 5Designer’s 
first-open 
checklist:

Find&Replace 
dates on 

Master Pages

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

More than 300 Tiburon and Belvedere 
businesses and nonprofits combined to 
receive up to $52.3 million to cover rent, 
utilities and the payroll of nearly 2,400 
workers under the federal Paycheck 
Protection Program, the forgivable-loan 
initiative designed to help businesses 
retain staff amid the economic fallout of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

By far the largest local recipi-
ent was Tiburon resident Allan H. 
Rappaport’s NES America Inc., the 
parent company for many emergency- 
and health-care-staffing companies 
scattered throughout the world, whose 
headquarters are at 39 Main St. Its 
three Tiburon entities were approved 
for loans of as much as $16 million, ac-
cording to data released last week by 
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A $722,000 project to rehabilitate both 
the paved and decomposed granite lanes of 
the Old Rail Trail is expected to begin this 
month, work that could close segments of 
the trail for up to three days at a time. 

The project will cover the entire trail 

from Blackie’s Pasture to Lagoon Road, 
opposite the library, with construction tak-
ing place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays, 
though hours and traffic-control measures 
could change as the start date approaches, 
Tiburon Public Works Superintendent 
Steve Palmer said.
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Belvedere is giving police new flexibil-
ity to issue citations for violations of face-
covering mandates amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, allowing for a sting to the 
pocketbook without handing residents a 
rap sheet.

In his capacity as the city’s director 

Belvedere cops 
can now issue 
fines to enforce 
mask rules
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Gov. Gavin Newson on July 13 or-
dered more than 30 counties, including 
Marin, to shut down indoor businesses 
amid a surge in coronavirus cases and 
hospitalizations.

Marin has been on the state’s watch 
list since July 3, which started a three-
day clock that triggered the closure of 
indoor dining when case numbers didn’t 
improve by July 5. 

As cases and hospitalizations grew 
across the state last week and more coun-

Salons, 
offices and 
malls are 
shut down 
in Marin 

County remains on state’s 
coronavirus watch list

Tiburon cases grow to 20

Officials denounce ‘All Lives Matter,’ 
Gadsden flag scrawls on Main Street
Phrase, symbol have been used to dismiss, 
deny Black Lives Matter movement, racism

Tiburon 
companies 
get millions 
in bailout 
program
333 loans approved, 
affecting 2,400 workers ———
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Loan approvals for three health business-
es at NES headquarters were $5 million-$10 
million for NES America, $2 million-$5 
million for NES Administrative Services 
and $350,000-$1 million for Lakes/National 
Emergency Physicians. Combined, the ap-
proved loans sought to retain 486 jobs.

Rappaport did not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment.

The $669-billion Paycheck Protection 
Program, initiated April 3 as part of the 

Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act, or 
CARES Act, seeks to help businesses weath-
er the economic downturn from shutdowns 
imposed by state and local governments 
that began in March. 

The 1-percent-interest loans are being 
offered to qualifying small businesses, in-
dependent contractors and nonprofits by par-
ticipating private lenders, which are backed 
by the Small Business Administration. The 
loans are partially or fully forgivable if used 
for payroll, rent, mortgage interest and utili-
ties. The original deadline to apply was June 
30, but that has been extended to Aug. 8.

of Treasury last week released the names of 
companies and nonprofits that were approved 
for loans of larger than $150,000 — broken 
down into broad ranges — along with other 
information including address, loan-approval 
date, lender and jobs retained.

That information covers about 75 percent 
of the $521 billion that had been lent out as of 
June 30, though at roughly 660,000 organiza-
tions, it represents only about 13.5 percent of 
the 4.89 million loans approved by that date. 

For businesses and nonprofits approved 
for loans of less than $150,000, the Small 
Business Administration released only non-
identifying data, such as city, ZIP and a gov-
ernment business-sector classification code. 
The data did include exact dollar amounts 
for loan approvals, as well as approval dates, 
lenders and jobs retained, though it does 
not reflect any potential changes to loan 
amounts after they were approved.

 
by the numbers

In Tiburon and Belvedere, for loans of less 
than $150,000, some 292 loans totaling $9.23 
million were approved, affecting 735 jobs. 
Among them, a software publisher was ap-
proved for $146,685, an assisted-living facil-
ity was approved for $136,000 and a hotel 
was approved for $134,800. 

Also among them was The Ark, which ac-
cepted an $83,130 loan approved May 3 for 
payroll for its seven employees, as well as 
for its rent and utilities at The Boardwalk 
Shopping Center. While The Ark as an es-
sential business has been able to continue 
operating throughout the shutdown, its pri-
mary source of income is advertisements by 
local small businesses — many of which 
were forced to fully or partially shut down 
and are also among those to receive pay-
check-protection loans.

The smallest award in Tiburon and 
Belvedere was for $1,078.

Some 41 loans were approved in excess of 
$150,000, totaling between $18.4 million and 
$43.1 million and impacting some 1,657 jobs. 

The following approvals are in addition 
to the three loans for NES America and its 
affiliates.

$2 million-$5 million:

that manages Evergreen and Rush Creek 
lodges in Yosemite; 250 employees.

$1 million-$2 million:
-

port software developer; 64 employees.

Hadley General Contractors; 48 employees.
$350,000-$1 million: 

-
agement consultant; 37 employees.

estate investment and management firm; no 
employees, according to the application.

provides information-technology services to 
investment companies; 16 employees.

based marketing; five employees.

Convalescent and Rehabilitation Hospital; 
43 employees.

as Sam’s Anchor Cafe; 80 employees.

$150,000-$350,000:

search firm; 12 employees.

no employees listed.

Partnership, which owns multiple wine la-
bels; 27 employees.

employees.

listed.

listed.

of Drever Capital Management; 47 employees.

platforms for administering and operating 
pharmaceutical clinical trials; 11 employees.

employees.

based real-estate developer and manager 
Meridian Pacific that operates the Elko 
Junction Shopping Center in Nevada; 12 
employees.

18 employees.

listed.

Corporation; 8 employees.

as Servino Ristorante and Caffe Acri; 53 
employees.

Luna Blu Restaurant; 23 employees.

based software technology company; nine 
employees.

employees.

84 employees.

‘We didn’t get what  
we were wanting’

Larry Hadley, the owner and president of 

Hadley General Contractors, declined to dis-
close the exact amount of the $1 million-$2 
million loan his company received, only say-
ing, “We didn’t get what we were wanting.”

Hadley said he used the money for pay-
roll, which at the time of the loan application 
covered 48 employees, though the company 
now has 50-52. 

Hadley said the biggest challenges were 
not knowing whether jobs would have to be 
shut down, and then having to leave equip-
ment and structures in place without anyone 
to watch them. 

“There’s a cost to shut down a major job 
site for an unknown period of time,” he said. 
“For instance, a portable toilet, do we leave 
it there? We don’t know, because we don’t 
know how soon we’ll be allowed to come 
back. Scaffolding can be expensive. There 
are negative cost impacts at every job site. 
Once we got the green light, we had to reset 
the job sites to meet all the (Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration) and local 
health-department guidelines.

“We’re back full steam and we’re very 
busy,” Hadley said. The company has proj-
ects in Tiburon, Belvedere, San Francisco, 
Stinson Beach and the East Bay. “Our big-
gest impact now is local authorities not 
being able to issue permits in a timely man-
ner, and that’s everywhere, not just here.”

Hadley said he continues to feel that the 
decisions about what was essential and 
what wasn’t were arbitrary. 

“One of the things that I thought was very 
unfair is who got to work and who didn’t get 
to work.”

Noah Drever said his family owns 13 af-
fordable senior-housing facilities around the 
country, ranging from active adult senior 
care to memory-care facilities.

He’s managing partner of Drever Capital 
Management and Drever Management Co., 
which were founded by his now-retired fa-
ther, Maxwell Drever. Together the com-
panies received $500,000, while subsidiary 
Honey Creek Pool 1-1 LLC received about 
$200,000. Honey Creek owns three facili-
ties in Oklahoma and Kansas, though the 
Drevers don’t manage the complexes, so 
Honey Creek had to apply for a separate loan.

Drever said the loan proceeds are going 
to pay their 58 employees around the coun-
try in states including Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Colorado and North Carolina.

“We’ve had a lot of tenants unable to pay 
their rent and haven’t evicted one,” he said. 
“We’ve made payment arrangements or 
have even waived the rent, but we still have 
to pay the mortgage.”

Drever said the impacts of the pandemic 
on their business is far-reaching. Because of 
COVID-19, he said, if an elderly tenant dies or 
moves out, they are currently not allowed to 
fill the vacancy. Because of that, they’ve been 
very dependent on the paycheck program.

‘We had to shut down  

Brian and Winnie Anderluh, who have 
lived in Tiburon since 2012, own First Light 
Resorts LLC, a holding company for their 
two Yosemite-area family resorts, Evergreen 
Lodge and Rush Creek Lodge.

Their $2.5 million loan covered payroll 
during the first two months of the coronavi-
rus shutdown for their 250 employees, who 
work for both resorts. 

“We had to shut down from the middle 
of March to the middle of June, three full 
months,” Brian Anderluh said. “Both prop-

erties are up and going now, but there are re-
strictions on how full we can be. Ordinarily, 
we’d be completely full for the summer, 
so that’s a big challenge. After each guest 
leaves, we have to leave the room empty for 
a full day. 

“But we get it and we’re working with our 
county. We’re living with the restrictions,” he 
said. “If we can just stay open long enough 
to keep our employees in jobs and us serving 
as many guests as we can in a safe way, we’ll 
be fine and we’ll look forward to next year.”

Anderluh said First Light tried getting a 
loan through a big bank, which handled the 
initial application process quickly but then 
stalled, causing them to miss the first cycle 
of funding. He said he thinks they became 
overwhelmed. They had better luck with 

of aiding “social enterprises” aligned well 
with theirs, as their resorts provide paid job 
training and recreational experiences for at-
risk teens and young adults. 

While Sweet Things bakery was approved 
for two loans — both of which were reported 
by the Small Business Administration — 
co-owner Marsha Lasky said the business 
only accepted one, for $300,000.

Sweet Things is more than the location 
at The Cove Shopping Center, where it has 
been since the 1970s. Lasky and business 
partner Sharon Leach have three locations, 
with 20 employees at their production facil-
ity in San Rafael, eight in Tiburon and five 
at their San Francisco bakery in Laurel 
Heights. They also own Sweet Things at 
Home, a retail luxury home-goods store ad-
jacent to the Tiburon bakery.

“It was so valuable for us because we 
were able to keep paying our employees,” 
Lasky said. “When everything shut down in 
March, it was like the spigot was turned off. 
It allowed us to meet payroll and rent for two 
months.”

Belvedere Tennis Club’s $250,000 loan 
was used to pay the club’s 14 employees, 
according to club President Jack Ryan, who 
also is a Tiburon town councilmember.

The club has reopened for tennis play but 
is allowing only three families to swim in 
the pool at a time, in separate zones of the 
pool, and is offering takeout food options 
several nights a week.

However, at press time it appeared the club 
shouldn’t have qualified to receive the loan.

Over at the Tiburon Peninsula Club, 
General Manager Dan Miller told The Ark 
that his club didn’t apply because he was 
advised that, as a 501(c)(7) nonprofit organi-
zation — which provides recreation as op-
posed to serving charitable purposes — the 
club was not eligible.

For the same reason, Miller said, the 
Corinthian and San Francisco yacht clubs 
didn’t apply as they, too, are organized as 
501(c)(7) nonprofits. The club managers of 
all three clubs are members of an associa-
tion whose legal adviser informed them they 
weren’t eligible.

According to the Small Business 
Administration, 501(c)(3) nonprofits, vet-
erans’ organizations and tribal business 
concerns were the only eligible tax-exempt 
organizations.

“At the time we applied, the guidance we 
received was ambiguous as to who would be 
eligible,” Ryan said in an interview. “Even at 
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In these historically challenging times, The Ark staff 

is dedicated to continuing to provide in-depth, 

comprehensive community news and deeply appreciates 

the extra financial support from members of our 
community. 

If you are interested in supporting The Ark, 

you may donate online at:

thearknewspaper.com/adpay

 Or send a check to:

 1550 Tiburon Blvd. Suite D, Tiburon, CA 94920
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the end of May, the House of Representatives 
was still in flux about whether to include 
501(c)(7)’s. If it turns out we are not eligible, 
we will repay the loan. It would hurt the em-
ployees, but we will repay it.

“We’ve been paying our employees in full 
even before we got the PPP, but were trying 
to figure out how to pay them going for-
ward,” he said. “I feel like our employees fall 
into the vulnerable category. This is what 
the PPP was designed for. In terms of the 
spirit of the law, we did the right thing.”

In Strawberry, The Club at Harbor Point 
received $250,000 — but it’s classified as a 
for-profit business, not as a recreational non-
profit, according to General Manager and 
Partner-Owner Patrick Kaliski.

Other nonprofits to receive funding include 
houses of worship. St. Hilary Catholic Church 
and School, Congregation Kol Shofar and 
at least one other Tiburon church received 
funding through the federal loan program.

St. Hilary received a loan of $350,000-$1 
million, but officials were mum on the exact 
amount. 

The loan covered paychecks for 47 full- 
and part-time employees and for utilities, 
freeing up money so St. Hilary could pay for 
COVID-19 safety measures and equipment 
— including a portable classroom to be 
placed in the parking lot to facilitate physi-
cal distancing — in advance of its projected 
Aug. 24 school reopening day.

Clergy members were not paid from the 
school’s loan, but by the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco.

School Principal Marie Bordeleau said she 
was prepared for criticism about the sepa-
ration of church and state — that taxpayer 
money shouldn’t be going to help houses of 
worship and religious organizations.

“I’m sure there will be people who think 
that way,” she said, noting the school doesn’t 
otherwise receive taxpayer money and there 
are increased expenses that tuition doesn’t 
cover. “Most of the PPP money will go to the 
school.”

Lidiette Ratiani, St. Hilary’s director of ad-
vancement and marketing, agreed. 

“Many private schools are having difficul-

ties because of the increased expenses be-
cause of the social-distancing requirements 
and other expenses,” she said. “Many 
schools don’t have the kind of reserves need-
ed to meet these extraordinary expenses.”

St. Hilary was one of 88,411 religious 
houses of worship and schools that received 
loans at a total cost to taxpayers of $7.3 bil-
lion. The loans helped pay to keep 1.05 mil-
lion people on the payroll, if not at work.

Representatives for Congregation Kol 
Shofar did not return requests for comment.

The largest Paycheck Protection Program 
loan for a Strawberry-based business went 
to Van Acker Construction Associates, 
which was founded in 1987. It was approved 
for a loan between $2 million and $5 million 
to help its 118 employees.

Eight Strawberry-based businesses were 
approved for loans of $150,000 or more, with 
a total ranging between $3.9 million and 
$9.1 million to assist 379 total jobs.

Because Strawberry is part of unincor-
porated Mill Valley and shares the city’s 
ZIP code, it was not possible to determine 
the number of businesses, loan values or 
employees impacted for loans of less than 
$150,000.

$1 million-$2 million:

business as Golden Gate Sotheby’s 
International Realty; 72 employees.

$150,000-$350,000:

Crossroads Cafe in Joshua Tree and is owned 
by Peter Hood of Strawberry; 35 employees.

employees.

employees.

Strawberry Village; 29 employees.

employees.

10 employees.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and community 
issues for more than 30 years. Reach her at 
415-944-4634.

 continued from previous page
———


