
Santa Ynez. 
Lilli, 17, helped organize a protest on Friday, 

Oct. 7, with more than 50 students, parents and 
even some teachers supporting going back to 
school sooner. 

“We wanted the board to hear our voices and 
we are upset with their choice,” she said. “Last 
year when we went into this it was supposed to 
be for two weeks and it kept going. We need to 
be in school and it has been really rough, a lot of 
students’ mental health has declined with no will 
to keep learning.” 

“It’s a mixture of emotions to be online. No 
one likes being on the computer and it’s difficult 
and upsetting,” Lilli added. “We want the board 
to understand and know this isn’t working. No 
one is really learning. Even though the hybrid 
model isn’t ideal, at least we will have some 
connection with our teachers and classmates.” 

Now that the decision to reopen is moved to 
early November, teachers will have one cohort 
on campus, one cohort distance learning from 
home, and another cohort solely learning from 
home. 

Of the 26 speakers at the special meeting, 
the majority were in favor of reopening sooner 
and the board heard the cries from the students 
saying their mental health was at stake. Those 
who were opposed reopening were several of 
the teaching staff. 

“I am currently teaching from home to limit 
my exposure to people, but I worry I cannot visit 
my parents after being with students all day,” 
said science teacher Jen Croll. “So Thanksgiving 
I will be staying home due to worries I could get 
them sick.” 

Teacher Jeff Reck said he was worried if one 
student presented symptoms of COVID-19 it 
would lead to immediate quarantine for two 
weeks. 

“Attempting the fragile hybrid while maneu-
vering through the holidays and finals could 
prove disastrous for many students,” he wrote 
in. “This is why some colleges are ending the 
first semester at Thanksgiving break.”

Teacher Cassie Cathcart said transitioning 
earlier equates to four in-person meetings for 
students and keeping the hybrid start would be 
better for this huge transition.

“The entire nation is grappling with mental 

health during this pandemic, perhaps we need 
more advertising on mental wellness cen-
ter,” Cathcart wrote. “Many of our students 
suffering mental health transitioning now is 
ill-advised.” 

During the discussion, Babcock pointed out 
that all the other area high schools opted to 
delay returning to campus until after the New 
Year, to which board member John Baeke said 

that Santa Ynez is the lowest case count of the 
county, and while bigger schools are opting to 
stay in distance-learning mode, Santa Ynez has 
the benefit of being a small rural school that 
can be at the forefront of and take advantage of 
what the county is allowing. 

Baeke is correct the valley has had the least 
amount of COVID-19 cases according to Santa 
Barbara County Public Health. As of Oct. 12, 

there were 168 confirmed positive cases and 
153 of those have fully recovered. 

Superintendent Scott Cory stated the deci-
sion-making process is challenging and the 
input he’s received is divided into two groups 
of reopening ASAP and the other to wait. 

“Both sides are passionate and present the 
scientific evidence to support their side to the 
point of life or death for the board to choose 
one or the other,” Cory said. 

He presented the hybrid model again as he 
said there has been some confusion on what the 
students and parents can expect. Cory stated 
the first thing to expect is it won’t be “business 
as usual”. 

The students are divided into three cohorts 
with one cohort on campus in the class, and 
the other cohort at home listening to the same 
instruction so the teacher doesn’t have to repeat 
and can move forward. The third cohort will be 
distance learning from home solely. 

The full presentation can be viewed on the 
district’s website at https://go.boarddocs.com/
ca/syvuhsd/Board.nsf/Public. 

The board also discussed the first reading 
of the new Independent Study (IS) Program 
which will be led by teacher Victoria Martinez, 
to meet those with medical needs or personal 
reasons to go to an independent model. 

Cory stated the decision for an ISP is a 
good fiscal reason as it will allow students to 
do independent study and still be allowed to 
participate in afterschool activities and sports. 

Martinez was hired specifically to create the 
IS program which will likely get started at the 
beginning of the next quarter, with a certain 
number of classes offered. The classes range 
from English, math, economics, U.S. history, 
world cultures, American government and 
others. 

“We are launching this as a first step and get 
our feet into this world of independent study 
and ways to receive an alternative education,” 
Martinez said. 

There will be another reading of the IS pro-
gram at the Oct. 20 regular board meeting. 

To view the entire meeting visit the district’s 
YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=y6wn7_nG_Z4. 

order to foster a more diverse and inclusive 
environment.”

The announcement of the new nonprofit 
comes at the perfect time as Madison and her 
mother appeared on ABC’s “The Kelly Clark-
son Show” on Oct. 7. The mother-daughter 
duo hopes the extra exposure will help them 
raise an additional $50,000, a goal that will 
allow them to donate multicultural tools to 
additional schools. 

“My goal is to donate a box of crayons to 
[inner city] schools for every box of crayons 
people buy,” explains Madison. “I think it 
can happen. I want to change the world one 
crayon at a time!”

Now that Madi’s Treasure Box is a 
nonprofit, those interested in donating can 
do so directly on the website: www.Madis-
TreasureBox.com. Another way to support 
the organization is to pre-order Madi’s World 
Changer Multicultural Crayons before their 
November release.
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Photos by Raiza Giorgi
"I never thought I would be protesting for the right to go to school," said Lilli Pace, a senior at Santa Ynez, far right, who 
organized the protest of distance learning. 

A group of roughly 50 SYHS students showed up Oct. 2 to protest the decision to delay on-campus learning until after the New Year. 

Photos Contributed 
Madison and her mother Vashti Wilson created the "World 
Changer" crayons because after Madison told CBS Evening 
News she wanted to be "a world changer" when she grew up.
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They run the Solvang Trolley, a 
mainstay here since the late 1970s. 
City Council majority gave a go-
ahead to continuation of the oper-
ation but Djernaes objected and, 
like a wandering troll, continues 
to harass the family as recently as 
Saturday, Oct. 10, when he brought 
five PETA folks to the area where 
the trolley is parked. 

Again, why the recall?
Let’s get down to the nitty-gritty: 

If our current council remains as 
is with their ineptitude regarding 
spending our tax dollars, there is a 
chance Solvang will go bankrupt 
within the next two years. Fortu-
nately, some are not running and 
we have new options. Meanwhile, 

remember we may still have Djern-
aes who, among a plethora of other 
things, approved the firing of half 
of our city staff and bring in costly 
outside vendors as replacements. 
He also approved closures of our 
Visitors Bureau and the Chamber of 
Commerce. Adding insult to injury, 
he was a backer of contractor Ed St. 
George who had a plan to demolish 
the Veterans Hall, Senior Center, li-
brary, etc. and replace the area with 
apartments, including low-income 
housing.

Again, why the recall?  
Just reread all of the above and 

then, for the sake of Solvang’s 
future, vote YES to recall council 
member Chris Djernaes.


