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The Associated Press

LOSANGELES>> California on Friday ordered roll-
ing power outages for the first time since 2001 as a
statewide heat wave strained its electrical system.
The California Independent System Operator

(California ISO), which manages the power grid,
declared an emergency shortly after 6:30 p.m. and
directed utilities around the state to shed their
power loads.
Pacific Gas & Electric, the state’s largest util-

ity, tweeted that it would turn off power to about
200,000 to 250,000 customers in rotating outages
for about an hour at a time. Other utilities were
told to do the same.
The emergency declaration ended just before 10

p.m. and California ISO said power had been re-
stored statewide.

WEATHER

California heat spurs
1st rolling power
outages since 2001

ByMaggieAngst
Bay Area News Group

Asnearly all of California’s schools forge into the
newacademic yearwith virtual learning, everyone
wants to know how soon it’ll be safe for students
and teachers to return to real classrooms.
While some experts — from Stanford research-

ers to the Centers for Disease Control — say the
sooner schools can reopen for in-person instruction
with proper precautions the better,many teachers
and their unions across the state are advocating
for more cautious approaches.
Accounts and images from other parts of the

country where students have returned to class-
rooms—suchas rural and suburban areas ofGeor-
gia, Tennessee and Mississippi — may provide a
cautionary tale of getting the timing and condi-
tions are wrong.
In Cherokee County, Georgia, for example, al-

most 1,200 students and staff members were or-
dered to quarantine earlier thisweekwhen an out-
break of coronavirus forced the closure of twohigh
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When is
it safe to
reopen
schools?

Some 51years ago, Kamala Har-
ris was part of the second class
to integrate the public schools
in Berkeley, California. PAGEA7
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Harris’ rapid rise
driven by call to action

Only a handful of contact trac-
ers working to slow COVID-19in
125communities near Chicago
speak Spanish. PAGEA6
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Language barriers
hinder contact-tracing

By JessicaA. York
jyork@santacruzsentinel.com

LIVE OAK >> A breast cancer
diagnosis and subsequent
treatment in the midst of
the coronavirus pandemic
has been largely a solo jour-
ney for Santa Cruz County
resident Jennifer Matlock.
This week, however, Mat-

lock’s loved ones could wait
no longer to show her how
they felt. Her roommate, a
co-conspirator with friends,
drove a surprised Matlock
on several laps up and down
Chanticleer Avenue before
parking outside a Sutter sur-
gery center Monday morn-
ing. Awaiting Matlock’s ar-
rival, ahead of her double
mastectomy surgery later
that morning, were more
than a dozen friends and
family members standing
— with several feet between
them— loudly cheering and
waving hand-made signs
of encouragement. From a
safe distance, Matlock blew
kisses and thanked her well-
wishers before heading in-
side.
“It was so incredibly

touching,” Matlock said by
phone Wednesday in her
hospital room while recov-

ering from a four-hour sur-
gery. “When I saw those fa-
miliar masked faces, it was
just like, ‘Yeah, I got this.
Here are my people, here is
my support. I’m going to get
this done, I’m going to get
through it.’ Everybodywants
to care and help during this
weird time, and they really
can’t. So, that was a beau-
tiful way to show me their
support and that they’re
there.”
Brother Jeff Matlock,

who had biked to Chanti-
cleer Ave. that morning to
take part in the cheering,
remained outside as his sis-
ter departed Monday.
“You can see what it

does to one’s spirits, go-
ing through something like
this,” JeffMatlock said as he
lingered outside.
In Jennifer Matlock’s

case, the 49-year-old has
been highly diligent about
mammograms and can-
cer screenings after having
struggled through an ini-
tial bout of cancer in her
20s. Just as many preven-
tative-care procedures were
beginning to slow down
across the medical commu-
nity, Matlock went in for one
of her regular screenings, al-

lowing her doctor to make
an early breast cancer di-
agnosis, she said. Matlock
then underwent chemo-
therapy treatment for sev-
eral months, but ultimately
decided to take an aggres-
sive surgical route to ensure
cancer did not return for the
third time, she said.

COVID-19 impacted
treatment

Not allwomenover age 40,
however, have been as dili-
gent about their breast health
as Matlock during the coro-
navirus outbreak, said Sut-
ter Health spokeswoman
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BREAST CANCER DIAGNOSIS DURING
PANDEMIC A HARD ROAD TO TRAVEL
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Jennifer Matlock’s family and friends line the Chanticleer Avenue sidewalk outside of Sutter Maternity and Surgery Center
with signs of love and support Tuesday. Matlock waves from the car as she arrives for a double mastectomy surgery. Since
COVID-19prevented them from hugging her, Matlocks’s community found a way to support their loved one.

Nevada’s new vote-by-mail law
includes provisions allowing
anyone to collect and return bal-
lots on a voter’s behalf. PAGEA4
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Follow the Sentinel’s YouTube
channel for videos from our
staff.WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/USER/
SANTACRUZSENTINEL
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Experts warn that putting off screenings
setting stage for treatment delays

Jennifer Matlock tears up while waving to her friends and
family as she heads into surgery at Sutter Maternity and
Surgery Center on Tuesday morning.
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“Extreme heat is really
the driver behind this,” said
Anne Gonzales, spokes-
woman for the power grid
operator.
The move came as tem-

peratures around the state
hit triple digits in many ar-
eas, and air conditioning
use soared.
Temperatures were 10 to

20 degrees above normal in
some areas, Gonzales said.
In addition, cloudy

weather from the remnants
of a tropical weather sys-
tem reduced power gener-
ation from solar plants, she
said.
The state tried to pre-

pare for the expected rise
in electricity use by urging
conservation and trying to
buy more power but a high-
pressure system building
over Western states meant
there was less available.
Temperatures and en-

ergy use were expected to
drop during the evening,
and California ISO ex-
pected the outages to end
at midnight.
The heat wave is ex-

pected to last through
next week and the power
grid operator will decide
whether to continue the
rolling outages on a day-
to-day basis, Gonzales said.
“We’re dealing with

weather, clouds, wildfires ...

these are quickly evolving
situations, quickly chang-
ing,” Gonzales said.
The last time the state

ordered rolling outages was
during an energy crisis in
2001. Blackouts occurred
several times from January
to May, including one that
affected more than 1.5 mil-
lion customers in March.
The cause was a combina-
tion of energy shortages
and market manipulation
by energy wholesalers, in-
famously including Enron
Corp., that drove up prices
by withholding supplies.
Counties up and down

the state reported scattered
outages, although the city

of Los Angeles, which has
its own power generating
system, wasn’t affected.
Police depar tments

warned people to watch out
on roads where stoplights
were out.
In Sonoma County in the

wine country, the Santa
Rosa Police Department re-
ceived a flood of calls and
pleaded with residents:
“Please do not call 911 un-
less you have an emer-
gency.”
The heat wave brought

dangerously high temper-
atures, increased wildfire
danger and fears of coro-
navirus spread as people
flock to beaches and parks

for relief.
Heat records fell in sev-

eral cities. Downtown San
Francisco hit 90 degrees,
topping a high for the date
of 86 that was set in 1995.
Salinas hit 102, 18 degrees
above the record set just
last year. Palm Springs hit
120, breaking a 2015 record
by several degrees.
Sweltering weather was

expected to continue into
Wednesday across greater
Los Angeles, the Central
Valley, Sierra Nevada foot-
hills and parts of the San
Francisco Bay Area.
Santa Clara, Alameda

and Contra Costa counties
opened cooling centers that

will welcome people this
weekend from the after-
noon to the early evening.
San Francisco officials said
the city is recommending
people stay home and that
if the heat indoors gets in-
tolerable to go outside to a
shady place where they can
stay cool and distant from
other people.
“Congregate indoor

sites are not safe necessar-
ily during COVID-19. It is
better to follow other in-
structions during this heat
wave,” saidMary Ellen Car-
roll, executive director of
the Department of Emer-
gency Management.
Carroll encouraged res-

idents to check on family,
friends and neighbors, es-
pecially older adults and
those in frail health, and
reminded people to always
wear a face mask when in
the vicinity of people who
don’t share their household.
“We know it’s going to be

beautiful out this weekend
but we just want everyone
to remember that we are in
a very serious response to
this COVID-19 virus,” Car-
roll said.
Ernesto Guerrero bought

a small air conditioner this
week for La Tapatia, his
restaurant in Martinez,
northeast of San Francisco,
where triple-digit temper-
atures are predicted. But
he said the unit doesn’t
do much to cool the cook-
ing areas because the stove
runs all day.
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American forces won
the Battle of Benning-
ton in what was consid-
ered a turning point of
the Revolutionary War.

1861
President Abraham
Lincoln issued Proc-
lamation 86, which
prohibited the states of
the Union from engag-
ing in commercial trade
with states that were
in rebellion — i.e., the
Confederacy.

1962
The Beatles fired their
original drummer, Pete
Best, replacing him with
Ringo Starr.

1978
James Earl Ray, con-
victed assassin of Dr.
Martin Luther King
Jr., told a Capitol Hill
hearing he did not com-
mit the crime, saying
he’d been set up by a
mysterious man called
“Raoul.”

1987
156people were killed
when Northwest Air-
lines Flight 255crashed
while trying to take off
from Detroit; the sole
survivor was 4-year-old
Cecelia.

2014
Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon
declared a state of
emergency and im-
posed a curfew in the
St. Louis suburb of
Ferguson, where police
and protesters repeat-
edly clashed in the week
since a Black teenager
was shot to death by a
white police officer.

Birthdays
Actor Ann Blyth is 92.
Actor Gary Clarke is 87.
Rock singer-musician
Joey Spampinato is 72.
Movie director James
Cameron is 66.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Brad Pitt’s mom
reportedly hasn’t
seen grandkids
Brad Pitt’s mother, Jane,
celebrated her 80th
birthday Thursday with a
large family bash thrown
by her devotedmovie
star son at his beach
house on the California
coast. But Pitt’s six
children with ex-wife
Angelina Jolie appar-
ently didn’t attend. They
were absent from social
media photos of Jane
Pitt posing with other
members of her large
extended family, the
Daily Mail reported. Jane
and her husband,Wil-
liam Pitt, have not seen
Pitt’s children in the
four years since he and
Jolie became embroiled
in a divorce and custody
battle, according to a
report in The Sun.
— Bay Area News Group

Star report

FRIDAY’S WINNING
NUMBERS
Daily3Afternoon:9, 4, 4
Daily 3Evening: 8, 6, 2
Daily 4: 2, 0, 8, 2
Fantasy 5:
9, 16, 18, 19, 29
Daily Derby
1st: 8, Gorgeous George
2nd: 10, Solid Gold
3rd: 6, Whirl Win
Race Time: 1:43.55

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing:
3, 11, 25, 44, 47
Mega Number: 1
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot: $14million

MEGA MILLIONS
Friday’s drawing:
3, 24, 29, 42, 47
Mega Number: 13
Tuesday’s estimated
jackpot: $40million

POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing:
2, 6, 18, 36, 37
Mega Number: 21
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot: $20million

LOTTERY

EmmaDugas. She estimated
that throughout the Sutter
Northern California system,
some 4,000 to 5,000 mam-
mograms were postponed
during COVID-19, a number
that statistically couldmean
that some 20 to 25 cases of
breast cancermay have gone
undiagnosed, Dugas said.
For many, those delayed
check-ups were due to ap-
prehension about coming in
or in order to stay sheltered
and will mean their doctors
must respond to later stages
of the disease, she said.
Jennifer Matlock, how-

ever, sought to offer reassur-
ance about her treatment
experience. She acknowl-
edged that she “definitely”
had concerns about receiv-
ing treatment during the
pandemic, but found Sut-
ter to be on top of the nec-
essary screenings.
“They’ve been really re-

ally tight about it, which is
nice. Which I think could
encourage people to go in,”
Jennifer Matlock said, re-
counting pre-screenings,
screenings and parking-lot
conferrals with doctors as
needed. “I don’t think peo-
ple need to worry about,
Sutter’s being really good
about it, so I would encour-
age people to go and not be
afraid that they’re going to
catch something.”
In Santa Cruz County,

Sutter Health radiologist
Dr. Scott Somers said he be-
lieved that there are some
women in the community
right now who have breast
cancer and do not know it.
He offered reassurances
that significant steps have
been taken to ensure pa-
tient safety, and that those
seeking mammogram ap-
pointments, in particular,
should not have to wait to
get checked out.
“Santa Cruz as a whole

did a really good job during
the whole lockdown that
happened a few months
ago in March-April,” said
Somers. “But a side-effect of
that lockdownhas been that
a lot of people unable to get
medical exams for things
like breast cancer screen-
ings, colon cancer screen-
ings and we know what an
impact that’ll have on the
community. We know can-
cer is easier to treat when
it’s caught early.”

Resources available
“In terms of mammo-

grams, there should not be
any backlog at all. We can
schedule patients within a
day or two, probably, be-
cause we’ve done things
like add-on extra hours af-
ter work, between like 5 and
7 or 8 p.m.We also domam-
mograms on the weekend,
now,” Somers said of lo-
cal Sutter Health and Palo
Alto Medical Foundation
options.
Jeff Matlock, whose

mother died of ovarian
cancer in her 40s and also
struggled with breast can-
cer, said his sister is lucky,

in a way. Though “this is
a gene that is rampaging
through my family,” it is
also what has kept his sis-
ter as prepared as possible,
he said. Jeff Matlock said

it has been difficult to sup-
port his sister asmuch as he
would like during the pan-
demic, however.
“Obviously, I wanted to

walk her in myself and stay

with her until they took her
to the waiting room,” Jeff
Matlock said. “It was really
really hard. Your instinct is,
you just rush in there and
be there when she wakes
up. But none of that’s pos-
sible.”
Mammogram appoint-

ments for Sutter or Palo
Alto Medical on the first
floor of 2025 Soquel Ave.
can be made by calling
831-458-5521. Elsewhere,
Dignity Health Domini-
can Hospital patients are
able to make an appoint-
ment or ask questions by
calling 831-476-7711, Mon-
day through Friday from 7
a.m. to 6 p.m., or visit rmg-
scc.com. Medical services

are provided by Radiology
Medical Group of Santa
Cruz County, Inc. The Do-
minican Breast Center is lo-
cated at 1661 Soquel Drive,
Building G.
The Santa Cruz Health

Center at 1080 Emeline
Ave. andWatsonville Health
Center at 1430 Freedom
Blvd., Suite D, also offer
clinical breast examination
and referral for mammo-
grams for women 40 years
of age and older, with free
service for income-eligible
clients. Call 831-454-4100
for Santa Cruz or 831-763-
8400 for Watsonville.

Contact reporter Jessica A.
York at 831-706-3264.
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A masked Jeff Matlock waves at his sister Jennifer as she
heads in for her surgery Tuesday.

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

On July 12, a man lies on the beach in Santa Monica.

RotaCare and Dignity Health Dominican
Hospital Partners dedicated to the Health of

Our Community

Live Oak Senior Center
1777 Capitola Road

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Free Medical Clinic
Due to these uncertain times,
we are unsure when the clinic

will be fully operational.

• Existing patients can renew their
prescriptions on Tuesday’s at 6:00pm

• Must be 18 years or older
• Bilingual staff (English/Spanish)

T
H
E
M
U
L
T
I-
F
A
M
IL
Y

E
X
P
E
R
T

D
R
E

#
0
0
9
2
2
3
8
3

JUST CLOSED
32 Units - santa CRUz • 71 Units - santa CRUz

anDY KaY CCiM
www.apartmentandy.com

831.239.9002
andy@apartmentandy.com

Recent closings
12 Units - san Jose • 5 Units - santa CrUz

Th
e
M
ul
ti
-f
am

ily
Ex

pe
rt

D
RE

#0
09
22
38
3

Cl
os

ed
$6

6,
35

4,
50

0
YT

D
Contact information during the Santa
Cruz County Shelter in Place order.
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