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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Tues., 4/7 65 35  0.05 in.
Wed., 4/8 62 44  0 in.
Thur., 4/9 65 44  0 in.
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RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 13.59 in.
Last-year-to-date: 39.60 in.
Rainfall year calculated from 
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

Hospital reports  
cautious optimism

Sonoma County continues 
to report COVID-19 infections 
at a lower rate than cities like 
New York, Detroit and Chicago, 
giving guarded hope to Sonoma 
Valley Hospital officials.

“We do not anticipate a ‘local 
surge’ and definitely hope to not 
become a hot spot,” said Kelly 
Mather, CEO of  Sonoma Valley 
Hospital. “There have been two 
nursing homes in the Bay Area 
that were hot spots. We are still 
not clear of  a potential surge 

that could happen across the 
region this month.”

The hospital had admin-
istered 141 tests, as of  April 
9, with nine patients testing 
positive for COVID-19.

By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

With 9 COVID cases so far, SVH officials ‘do not anticipate a local surge’

See COVID-19, A4

ROBBI PENGELLY/INDEX-TRIBUNE

People with COVID-19 symptoms should check in outside the hospital. 

County ban  
on vacation  
rentals spurs  
refund quest
Latest health order meant 
to curb infection from 
travelers, tourists
By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

David Jaroszek had planned 
a family wine-tasting trip to 
Sonoma, where he and his wife 
were married 24 years ago. 
They were scheduled to fly from 
Minneapolis on Friday, March 
13, “but due to circumstances, 
we had to cancel our plans,” he 
emailed the Index-Tribune. The 
rising health concerns were the 
circumstances, and the Jaro-
szeks’ were among the many 
visits to wine country that were 
affected. 

See Vacation, A3

■■ COMMUNITY  ■

ROBBI PENGELLY/INDEX-TRIBUNE

This teddy on East Napa Street is hard to miss, bear hunters. The Sonoma Bear Hunt challenges kids to find as many ‘stuffies’ as they can.

Facing long days with too little to 
do, small rituals have become the 
prescribed treatment for coronavirus 

ennui. There are daily sing-alongs, nightly 

howls, and now — for the kinder set — 
neighborhood “bear hunts.”

Inspired by the 1989 children’s book, 
“We’re Going on a Bear Hunt,” the idea is 
to distract bored kids with stuffed animal 
scavenger hunts while allowing them 

fresh air and a bit of exercise at a safe 
social distance.

Since it was nitiated in cities around 
the world in recent weeks, a local mother 

By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Residents turn mind-numbing kids song into social-distancing family fun

Sonoma’s ‘going on a bear hunt’

See Hunt, A4

Popular during last century’s two 
world wars, “victory gardens” are 
back in fashion, as the world fights the 
COVID-19 war and communities seek 
solace in nature and food security by 
growing their own fruits and vegeta-

bles.
“Hopefully it will create a sense 

of  connectedness,” said Kim Jones, 
development manager for the Sonoma 
Ecology Center, which is creating Vic-

Battlefield Earth: Sonoma takes 
on virus with ‘victory gardens’
By ANNE WARD ERNST
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Ecology Center to distribute starter kits to homebound gardeners

See Gardens, A10
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Sonoma Garden Park manager Steve Carara with 
the half-barrels that will be used for growing 
Victory Gardens on behalf of the Ecology Center.

It has been 23 days since Glen 
Ellen physician Jerry Kram 

tested positive 
for COVID-19 
and 12 days since 
his wife Lily Hu 
rushed him to 
a Santa Rosa 
hospital, where 
he has been kept 
alive by a venti-
lator ever since.

Kram, 74, is 
a critical care 

and pulmonary specialist, who 
believes he was one of Sonoma’s 

Glen Ellen man, 
74, fights for  
life against 
COVID-19
Jerry Kram has been on 
ventilator for two weeks; 
wife hopeful for recovery
BY LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

See Jerry, A7
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