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The Belvedere City Council is hold-
ing off on pledging any contribution 
of taxpayer dollars to the ongoing li-
brary expansion until it has a better 
picture of available budget funds. 

At its March 9 meeting, the coun-
cil voted unanimously to continue 
discussion of the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Library Agency’s request for a 
$600,000 boost to its April and May 
council meetings, when the current 
budget’s surplus and next fiscal year’s 
preliminary budget will be available. 
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Tiburon Town Council candidate 
Jack Ryan has widened his lead over 
Planning Commissioner Daniel Amir 
in the three-way race for the single va-
cant seat. The latest tally, provided by 
the county Elections Department late 
March 13, is on trend with the rest 
of the March 3 presidential-primary 
election, in which the counting of an 
additional 33,000 ballots has only 
firmed up early results.

The county last week reduced its 
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Public health officers across six 
Bay Area counties, including Marin, 
united to issue a three-week regional 
shelter-in-place warning beginning 
March 17 to mitigate the potential 
spread of coronavirus disease 2019, or 
COVID-19. 

The order came as Tiburon and 
Belvedere separately declared states 
of emergency and as Marin health 
officials announced the county’s first 
six confirmed cases of community-
transmitted coronavirus infections, 
bringing the overall total to nine.

Schools and county-operated public 
parks had closed in the days ahead of 
the announcement.

According to Marin public informa-
tion officer Laine Hendricks, the Bay 
Area order limits activity, travel and 
business functions to only the most 
essential needs. Dr. Matt Willis, the 
county’s public health officer, noted 
the order is not a complete shutdown.

“While the goal is to limit groups 
congregating together in a way that 
could further spread the virus … you 

Bay Area 
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What started as a relaxing 15-day Grand 
Princess cruise to Hawaii quickly turned into 
a nightmarish marathon for a Tiburon couple 
who are now in the middle of what they expect 
will be a two-week mandatory coronavirus 
quarantine.

“We’ve just resigned ourselves because 
there’s nothing we can do,” said Kathy Rose, 71, 
who, along with her husband Rick, 74, has been 
away from home for nearly a month.

Though the Roses aren’t exhibiting symp-
toms of the virus, at least 21 of the 3,533 pas-
sengers and crew aboard the Grand Princess 
have tested positive for COVID-19, the disease 
caused by coronavirus SARS-CoV-2. The Roses 
were among the first wave to disembark the 
ship after it made port in Oakland last week 
after spending several days languishing 50 
miles off the coast of San Francisco.

They were given face masks and transported 
with a busload of other Californians to Travis 
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Air Force Base in Solano County, where 
they’re currently being monitored daily. 

In an interview last week, Kathy said their 
accommodations have been comfortable, but 
information has been scarce. 

“I would call it organized chaos,” she said. 
“There are so many government agencies in-
volved in this that they are not coordinating 
like they should be.” 

Although the Roses have both requested 
to be tested for the virus, that never hap-
pened — despite promises from the top.

“We will be testing everyone on the ship,” 
Vice President Mike Pence said in a televised 
news conference several days before the ship 
made shore.

That never happened.
“At first they said everyone would be test-

ed on the boat, then they said (during quar-
antine),” Kathy said. “Now the powers that 
be have said they are only testing the people 
showing symptoms.” 

The Roses moved to Tiburon in 1972, a 
couple years after they got married. Rick 
retired last year from his job as an invest-
ment banker with a focus on employee stock-
ownership plans. 

The couple said their son and grand-
children are caring for their house and be-
loved German shepherd while they’re in 
quarantine. 

“We desperately miss our dog,” Kathy 
said, but she added they’re otherwise “get-
ting along great.” 

Having traveled all over the world, in-
cluding on several different cruises, the 
Roses said they never imagined their trip to 
Hawaii would turn out the way it did. 

Kathy said some friends were surprised 
they hadn’t canceled their plans after more 
than 600 passengers contracted coronavi-
rus on a Diamond Princess cruise in Japan 
in February. More than 3,700 people were 
trapped on that ship after authorities in 
Japan imposed a two-week quarantine. Some 
634 people tested positive for coronavirus — 
roughly half of whom were asymptomatic 
— and seven of those have since died.

“We said, ‘Yeah, it’s just to Hawaii, not 
Asia,’” Kathy recalled. “We really wanted to 
go, and we thought it would a simple trip.”

Nearly 1,000 California residents were on-
board the Grand Princess earlier this month 

when news broke that some of the passen-
gers and crew members had been exposed 
to the virus, which by The Ark’s March 16 
press deadline had been declared a global 
pandemic and killed more than 6,700 people 
worldwide.

The ship was originally due back in San 
Francisco on March 7 but, a few days before 
the Hawaii trip’s end, rumors started to fly 
that passengers who stayed aboard after the 
ship’s previous Mexican Riviera voyage Feb. 
11-21 were starting to show symptoms. 

“Immediately, everyone started worrying 
about the virus,” Kathy said.

Those fears were confirmed when a let-
ter appeared under the Roses’ cabin door on 
March 4. It said a California man on the voy-
age to Mexico had died from the virus and 
asked passengers who had gone to Mexico 
and were still onboard to stay in their rooms 
until they’d been cleared by medical staff. 

The California man, a elderly Placer 
County resident with underlying medi-
cal conditions, had disembarked in San 
Francisco Feb. 21 after the Mexican Riviera 
cruise and became the state’s first corona-
virus death. Some 56 Marin residents were 
also aboard the Mexico cruise, one of whom 
became the county’s first confirmed case. 
That resident then transmitted the virus to 
two members of his household.

The note slipped to the Roses and other 
passengers also informed them the ship 
would be skipping its last stop in Ensenada, 
Mexico, and would instead head straight for 
California. 

For another day or so, passengers were al-
lowed to continue moving freely around the 
ship, including eating meals in the commu-
nal dining room and attending events and 
lectures in an auditorium. 

“After that we were confined to our cabin,” 
Rick said.

On March 5, a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter 
flew out to the ship to deliver coronavirus 
test kits for passengers and crewmembers 
who were exhibiting flu-like symptoms or 
had pre-existing respiratory conditions. 
Of the 45 people tested for the virus, two 
passengers and 19 crewmembers tested 
positive. 

However, information from cruise and 
health officials about the virus’s spread 
was sparse, and passengers relied mostly 
on news reports and family members for 
updates.

Despite the lack of information, the Roses 
say five days in cabin confinement wasn’t 
unpleasant. All their meals were delivered 

to their door, although after a few days they 
noticed that fresh fruit and vegetables had 
disappeared from the offerings. 

Kathy also noted it was difficult to get 
through to the kitchens for room service 
during typical mealtimes. They quickly 
learned it would take a couple hours just to 
get a cup of coffee in the morning, so they 
began requesting it at 5 a.m. 

For exercise, Rick would do lunges from 
the cabin door to the edge of the balcony, 
which he said was about 25 feet.

“I’d do that back and forth about 100 
times, and then do some stretching,” he said. 

They were even able to chat and com-
miserate from their balcony with the people 
staying in neighboring cabins. 

“A woman two balconies above us said 
she had been on the (Diamond) Princess 
cruise in Japan and had already been quar-
antined once,” Kathy said, adding that the 
woman was given a free cruise voucher dur-
ing that ordeal, which she promptly used for 
the Grand Princess cruise to Hawaii. 

Overall, the Roses said they were im-
pressed how well the cruise staff handled 
the event. 

“Everything was done very well,” Kathy 
said. “The crew handled it beautifully, and 
the cruise paid for all our accounts and gra-
tuities and got us another free cruise.” 

After waiting off the coast of San 
Francisco for about three days, the Grand 
Princess was eventually cleared to dock at 
the Port of Oakland on March 9. 

When the Grand Princess arrived in 
Oakland, dozens of buses and ambulances 
were lined up to take passengers to military 
bases for quarantine or to area hospitals. 
The passengers were ordered to disembark 
based on medical needs, meaning anyone 
who was sick or had pre-existing conditions 
were allowed to get off the ship first. 

Because Kathy had started the cruise 
with bronchitis, the Roses were in the first 
wave to disembark. Wearing facemasks and 
gloves, they boarded a waiting bus on the 
afternoon of March 10. 

Once on the bus, the passengers sat for 
more than an hour because a woman from 

Georgia had accidentally gotten on when 
she was supposed to get on a bus headed to 
Oakland International Airport. She eventu-
ally realized her mistake and was put back 
on the ship. 

It was 2 a.m. when bus arrived at Travis 
Air Force Base. The baggage was unloaded, 
and the passengers were triaged. They were 
first asked for their health information and 
whether they were experiencing any symp-
toms of the coronavirus. Another person 
gave out packets of information about their 
rights during a mandatory quarantine. The 
last station was similar to a hotel check-in 
where they received a room key and infor-
mation about their accommodations. 

They were also provided a phone number 
to call to request coronavirus testing, but 
they quickly learned from others that line 
was usually busy or just rang and rang. 

“One (worker) said it was not likely they 
were going to test everyone and that they 
are just going to have us serve out the 14 
days of quarantine,” Rick said. “We would 
really like to be tested because we want to 
know that we are OK.”

Meanwhile, the Roses are staying in a 
suite in a two-story building on the base 
with internet access and TV. Their meals 
are delivered to them. 

“It’s like a big motel without all the cars 
outside,” Kathy said. 

A fence surrounds the building, but they 
are free to walk around the property as 
much as they’d like as long as they wear 
their facemasks and stay at least 6 feet away 
from others, Kathy said. 

The couple said when they first arrived 
they were told some people might be allowed 
to leave after 72 hours, but after talking to 
others on the base they became less hopeful 
that would be the case.

“At the moment it’s looking like it will be a 
full 14 days at the base,” Kathy said. “We’re 
getting along well with Wi-Fi and telephone 
access. Without that, it would be a different 
story.” 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.
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