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Tonight will be mostly clear

Thursday will be sunny
Today’s high: 93
Today’s low: 57

➝ Forecast on page A2
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WILDFIRES

FIRE AFTERMATH  A home in the Pine Canyon Road area is demolished by the River Fire, which burned more than 
48,000 acres and destroyed 30 structures south of Salinas. The fire is 96% contained as of Monday evening.

Returning home
BY RYAN CRONK
MANAGING EDITOR

A ll evacuation orders and 
warnings for the River 
and Carmel fires were 
lifted last Thursday, as 

firefighters increased containment 
of the wildfires that have burned 
a combined 55,000 acres and 

demolished more than 100 structures 
in the mountain ranges west of the 
Salinas Valley.

“All evacuation and warning zones in 
the River and Carmel fires are reopened,” 
said Monterey County Communications 
Coordinator Maia Carroll. “Residents 
returning home should use caution 
and check water safety.”

Over the past two weeks, an 
estimated 43,000 residents were 
evacuated from the River and Carmel 
fires while fire agencies worked to 
contain them. Now, with both blazes 
at least 96% contained, evacuees are 
able to safely return to these areas.

EVACUATIONS LIFTED AS RIVER AND CARMEL FIRES NEARLY CONTAINED 

➝ See FIRES, A8

Sun Street Centers breaks ground on 
new Sober Living Environment site

LOCAL

Crews tear down a house on South Mildred Avenue behind 
Sun Street Centers’ King City facility, where a new Sober 
Living Environment home will soon be constructed.

Some students 
may be allowed 
on campus

EDUCATION

BY SEAN RONEY 
STAFF REPORTER

KING CITY — School board members from the 
South Monterey County Joint Union High School 
District discussed the beginning of school and 
plans for potential reopening in the future during 
the Aug. 26 board meeting.

“I talked to teachers the first day of school and 
it was so different coming back because it wasn’t 
the first day of school, there were no kids,” said 
board member Linda Benway.

Superintendent Brian Walker called the 
circumstances around the district’s academic year 
opening were the “most challenging” ones ever.

As schools continue through their first 
semester, the state has issued requirements on 
tracking students.

“We’re going to be doing daily participation 
monitoring and then you have to do weekly 
engagement,” Walker said. He noted this was 
a requirement from the state to have the data 
recorded and reported in lieu of daily attendance 
in physical classrooms.

In addition to truancy concerns, an 
educational divide has appeared for students 

➝ See SCHOOL, A10

County 
keeps 
testing

COVID-19

BY SEAN RONEY 
STAFF REPORTER

MONTEREY COUNTY — Appointments are 
available at Monterey County testing sites as 
the region continues to respond to the ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic, including new state 
guidelines for a tiered reopening system.

“Coronavirus took a step back in the news 
to the fires, but we are still in a pandemic,” said 
Maia Carroll, the county’s communications 
coordinator, during an Aug. 28 briefing.

Gov. Gavin Newsom on Aug. 28 revealed what 
he called a new, more “stringent” four-tiered 
reopening system that allows counties to open 
their economies depending on their Covid-19 
case and test positivity rates.

The new system replaces the monitoring 
list, and removes many of the old benchmarks 
counties had to meet in order to unlock swaths of 
their economy. 

LOCAL TEST SITES CONTINUE 
AS STATE INTRODUCES NEW 
REOPENING SYSTEM

➝ See TESTING, A10

BY RYAN CRONK
MANAGING EDITOR

KING CITY — Sun Street Centers recently received 
$365,000 in donations to help complete the long-
anticipated King City Sober Living Environment, the 
first phase of which got underway last month.

“I’m super excited,” said Sun Street CEO Anna 
Foglia. “This project has been in the making for years.”

The existing structure at 119 S. Mildred Ave., 
located behind Sun Street’s substance abuse facility 
in King City, was razed Aug. 5 in preparation for 
the Sober Living Environment (SLE) site. The new, 
prefabricated building is designed to house four men 
and four women up to 90 days each as they transition 
from their residential treatment into independent 
living and a sober lifestyle. 

The demolition and foundation was funded 
through a grant from the John and Annette Romans 
Family Fund of the Community Foundation for 
Monterey County in March.

➝ See PROJECT, A10
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$365,000 IN RECENT DONATIONS ENSURE PROJECT’S COMPLETION

HIGH SCHOOLS LOOK INTO 
DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING
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Every business in Monterey County 
plays an important role in helping to defeat COVID-19. 

Let’s work together to bring about economic recovery 
while following important health guidelines.

A HEALTHY COMMUNITY BEGINS WITH YOU!

GOOD PUBLIC HEALTH IS 
GOOD FOR BUSINESS

Scan Here for Available Resources.

Fire crews and utility 
companies will remain to help 
mitigate any fire concerns, 
restore utilities and bolster 
infrastructure.

“Some homes may still 
be without water and water 
systems may have lost pressure 
or were disconnected from 
electrical power for a period 
of time,” the county said in 
a news release Aug. 27. “It is 
advisable to make sure it is not 
contaminated with coliform 
bacteria.”

Commodity distribution 
points, called C-PODs, were set 
up last Thursday and Friday to 
provide assistance to evacuees 
returning home. Residents 
could access comfort kits, 
Personal Protective Equipment 
and bottled water at C-PODs 
located at Greenfield Memorial 
Hall, Carmel Valley Village and 
the intersection of Tassajara and 
Carmel Valley roads.

In addition, all Monterey 
County evacuation shelters 
and centers closed due to the 
reopening of these fire zones. 
The Monterey Conference 
Center, which had been used 
as an evacuation center, 
transitioned Sunday to a Local 
Assistance Center for fire 
victims.

The center, at 1 Portola Plaza 
in Monterey, is available daily 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Sept. 5 to provide resources 
and support services for those 
affected by the wildfires.

The River Fire, which is 
currently 96% contained, 
has burned 48,088 acres and 
destroyed 30 buildings south of 
Salinas as of Monday. Less than 
2 miles away, the Carmel Fire 
has scorched 6,905 acres and 
destroyed 73 structures and is 
98% contained.

“Firefighting efforts, 
along with improved weather 
conditions, continue to reduce 
fire activity,” Cal Fire said 
Monday in its latest incident 
update. “Firefighting crews 
continue to patrol and mop up 
inside the fire’s perimeter.”

Toro Park closes 
indefinitely

Monterey County’s Toro 
Park will be closed indefinitely 
due to extensive damage from 
the wildfires.

The county park, located 6 
miles from downtown Salinas, 
is currently being used as a 
base camp for Cal Fire and was 
already closed to the public. 
The county said there is no 
reopening timeframe, as much 
of the park sustained damage 
from the River Fire.

“Right now it is closed to 
the public due to its use as a 
Cal Fire base camp, but after 
firefighters leave the area, it will 
have to remain closed because 
of extensive wildfire damage, 
which will take time to assess 
and repair,” Carroll said.

Fire suppression repair work 
is currently taking place, with 
dozers being used for water bars 

and rolling dips. Some of the 
dozer lines are also on existing 
vehicle travel trails, such as 
Ollason.

“A complete damage 
assessment needs to be done to 
determine what is needed for 
recovery, but not all areas of the 
park are accessible yet,” Carroll 
said.

Monterey County Parks 
Department staff will work with 
Cal Fire to make the necessary 
assessments as soon as it is 
safe to do so, Carroll said. In 
addition to erosion control, 
parks staff will also assess the 
entire trail network and open 
space area for next winter.

Toro Park’s 4,756 acres are 
used by thousands of visitors for 
recreation each year. The park 
includes equestrian riding trails, 
softball fields, volleyball courts, 
playgrounds, horseshoe pits, 
mountain biking and more than 
20 miles of hiking trails.

FIRES
Continued from A1

Trails are left scorched after the River Fire spread throughout Toro 
Park south of Salinas. The entire trail network and open space area 
will be assessed for damages before reopening to the public.
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