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WATSONVILLE

PIRATE CHECKS HER
CREW FOR FEVERS

SHMUEL THALER — SANTA CRUZ SENTINEL

With a parrot on her shoulder and attired as a pirate, Mount Madonna School Head of School Ann Goewert welcomes
students to campus on the day before Halloween as they arrive for the school on Friday. A number of private schools
in Santa Cruz County, including Mount Madonna, are offering in-person instruction with COVID-19 safety mea-
sures in place. While a handful of Mount Madonna School student’s families have opted to learn remotely, 154 of the
school’s kindergarten through 12th graders are taking all classes in tents or outdoors where students and teachers
stay at least 6 feet apart and each student’s temperature is taken upon arrival each day.

ByAdamGeller
andDavid Pitt
The Associated Press

DES MOINES, IOWA » Even as a
long-feared second wave of coro-
navirus infections strains hospi-
tals, officials in many hard-hit
states are resisting taking stron-
ger action to stop the spread, with
public fatigue and political calcu-
lations running up against pleas
from health experts.
Days before a presidential elec-

tion that has spotlighted Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s scattershot
response to the pandemic, new
confirmed virus cases continue
to spiral, passing the 9 million
mark Friday and eclipsing previ-
ous caseload spikes that set off na-
tional alarms in the spring and
summer. Infections were on the
rise in 47 states.
During earlier outbreaks, first

in the Northeast and then in
Sun Belt states, many governors
closed schools and businesses and

restricted public gatherings.
But the new surge, despite be-

ing far more widespread, has
brought a decidedly more limited
response in many states. Most
are led by Republican governors
backing a president who insists,
falsely, that the country is getting
the virus under control.
Over the past two weeks, more

than 76,000 new virus cases have
been reported daily in the U.S. on
average, up from about 54,000 in

PANDEMIC

State leaders facing second wave resist aggressive steps to curb virus
Medical
personnel don
protective gear
while attending
to a patient not
infected with
COVID-19at
Bellevue Hospital
in New York on
Wednesday.

SETH WENIG — THE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ByHannahHagemann
hhagemann@santacruzsentinel.com

BOULDER CREEK » On a brisk fall morning in
downtown Boulder Creek, residents dash in and
out of shops, as the sun lifts above the horizon.
The air is clear, but the impact of August’s CZU
Lightning Complex Fire lingers.
John Arrasjid fills two 5-gallon jugs from awa-

ter fill-up station at the San Lorenzo Valley Wa-
ter District. It’s become a semi-daily routine for
him and hundreds of others who lost their drink-
ing water as a result of the wildfire.
“We’re on the edge of civilization, right by

the park area, and it feels like you’re not getting
all the information,” Arrasjid said. “We feel like
we’ve been kind of orphaned by the government.”
When wildfire rips through a community,

water infrastructure also becomes at risk. If
plastic pipes or tanks are melted, or even just
heat up, or loose pressure, drinking water can
become contaminated. In the case of Big Ba-
sin Water Co., the system lost water pressure
and much of its infrastructure was destroyed.
That triggered the State Water Resources Con-
trol Board and the Big Basin Water Co. to put
a Do Not Drink, Do Not Boil water advisory
into effect.
While the San Lorenzo Valley Water District

lifted its advisory last week, Arrasjid and other
residents who live off the Highway 236 corridor
are some of the last in the Santa CruzMountains
still without access to clean tap water nearly a
month after residents were allowed to return to
their homes.
The CZU fire, ignited by lightning on Aug. 16,

burned more than 86,500 acres in Santa Cruz
and San Mateo counties. In Santa Cruz alone,
911 home were destroyed in the blaze. One Santa
Cruz County resident died.

SANTACRUZMOUNTAINS

Big Basin
Water Co.
struggles
after fire
Residents who live off Highway 236
corridor are some of the last in region
without access to clean tap water

By ZekeMiller,
Alexandra Jaffe and
Kevin Freking
The Associated Press

WATERFORD TOWNSHIP,
MICH. » President Donald
Trump dangled a promise to
get a weary, fearful nation
“back to normal” on Friday
as he looked to campaign

past the political damage of
the devastating pandemic.
It was a tantalizingly rosy
pitch in sharp contrast to
Democratic rival Joe Biden,
who pledged to level with
America about tough days
still ahead after Tuesday’s
election.
In a campaign that has

been dominated by the CO-

VID-19 pandemic that has
killed more than 227,000
Americans and staggered
the economy, the candidates’
clashing overtures stood as
a reflection of their leader-
ship styles and policy pre-
scriptions for a suffering
U.S.A.
Trump and Biden both

spent Friday crisscrossing

the Midwest, the hardest-
hit part of the nation in the
latest surge of virus cases.
Trumpwas inMichigan and
Biden in Iowa before they
both held events in Wiscon-
sin and Minnesota.
With four days until the

election and more than
83 million votes already

ELECTION2020

Trump pitches ‘normal’; Biden warns of tough days
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Trump hints of victory
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1860
Juliette Gordon Low,
founder of the Girl
Scouts of the USA, was
born in Savannah, Ga.

1926
Magician Harry Houdini
died in Detroit of peri-
tonitis resulting from a
ruptured appendix.

1941
Work was completed on
the Mount Rushmore
National Memorial in
South Dakota, begun in
1927.

1961
The body of Josef Stalin
was removed from
Lenin’s Tomb as part of
the Soviet Union’s “de-
Stalinization” drive.

1968
President Lyndon B.
Johnson ordered a halt
to all U.S. bombing of
North Vietnam, saying
he hoped for fruitful
peace negotiations.

1998
A genetic study was
released suggesting
President Thomas Jef-
ferson did in fact father
at least one child by his
slave Sally Hemings.

2005
President George W.
Bush nominated Judge
Samuel Alito to the
Supreme Court.

Birthdays
Actor Lee Grant is
95. Former astronaut
Michael Collins is 90.
Former CBS anchorman
Dan Rather is 89. Movie
director Peter Jackson
is 59. Rock musician
Larry Mullen is 59. Rock
singer-musician Johnny
Marr is 57. Rock singer
Linn Berggren (Ace of
Base) is 50. Actor Holly
Taylor is 23. Actor Dani-
elle Rose Russell is 21.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Carnegie Hall to
remain closed
through April 5
Carnegie Hall has
extended its closure
due to the pandemic
through April 5.
The decision leaves
only the possibility of
performances at the
very tail end of the
hall’s 2020-21season.
Carnegie has been
closed since March 12
and has canceled perfor-
mances through Jan. 6.
The venue has shifted
some of its program-
ming online.
Among the events
canceled were a planned
night of the music of
film composer JohnWil-
liams, performances by
the New York Pops and
the Shanghai Chinese
and Vienna orchestras.
— The Associated Press

Star report

THURSDAY’S WINNING
NUMBERS
Daily 3Afternoon:
6, 7, 8
Daily 3Evening:
6, 2, 3
Daily 4: 4, 1, 1, 6
Fantasy 5:
11, 13, 20, 23, 26
Daily Derby
1st: 12, Lucky Charms
2nd: 6, Whirl Win
3rd: 9, Winning Spirit
Race Time: 1:44.12
SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing:
2, 7, 9, 14, 46
Mega Number: 19
Today’s estimated
jackpot: $22million
MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday’s drawing:
6, 13, 34, 46, 62
Mega Number: 1
Friday’s estimated
jackpot: $118million
POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing:
11, 28, 37, 40, 53
Mega Number: 13
Today’s estimated
jackpot: $127million

LOTTERY

The Big Basin Water Co.,
which serves around 500
households, suffered exten-
sive damage in the fire.
“It’s gone to the ground,”

said Jim Moore, the man-
ager of Big Basin Water.
“We lost our surface filter
plants, all of our documen-
tation, all of our computers.
Basically me, my grandson
and my boy are rebuilding
all of it ourselves.”
Benzene has been de-

tected twice in Big Basin’s
drinking water at levels
that exceed the state wa-
ter board’s maximum con-
taminant level of 1 part per
billion. The levels are es-
tablished to protect peo-
ple’s health over a period of
many years because chem-
icals such as benzene have
been linked to cancer and
other disorders.
Stefan Cajina, the North

Coastal section chief with
the state water board’s Divi-
sion of DrinkingWater, said
he’s not concerned about
current benzene levels caus-
ing any immediate health
impacts. “But still they indi-
cate that there has been con-
tamination in the system,”
Cajina said, “and thatmeans
there needs to be a complete,
integrated effort to rehabili-
tate the systemand to collect
enough samples sowe canbe
sure it’s not going to be an
ongoing problem.”

Communication
breakdown

After they were evac-
uated in August, life-
time Boulder Creek resi-
dent Michelle Matthews,
her husband and 1-year-
old son bounced around
from hotels and to fam-
ily and friends’ homes for
two months. They’ve been
without clean drinking wa-
ter not only for the last few
weeks, but also when they
were initially evacuated
and staying with her mom
in the San Lorenzo Valley.
“For people living here,

it’s just like another disas-
ter,” Matthews said. “Your
house is here, so you feel
like you can move in. But
the struggle is real when
you can’t use the water and
you don’t get straight an-

swers… Information is com-
ing through the grapevine.”
Other Boulder Creek res-

idents also told the Sentinel
it’s been challenging to get
basic facts on what’s hap-
pening with their tap water.
There’s been some posts on
Big Basin Water’s website,
but they’ve been sporadic.
Many updates have circu-
lated throughNextdoor and
Facebook.
For its part, Big Basin

Water posted its Do Not
Drink, Do Not Boil water
notice online. It advises
residents to also limit hot
showers and baths, and to
wash clothing in cold wa-
ter. Moore said because the
company kept paper re-
cords of its customers’ in-
formation — which were
lost in the fire — Big Ba-
sin Water was unable to di-
rectly notify residents of the
restrictions.
For some residents deal-

ing with multiple disasters
at once, just getting a re-
liable internet connection
has been a challenge. When
Matthews camehomenearly
threeweeks ago, some of her
neighbors were unaware of
the advisory and continued
to use the tap water.
With a small child, she’s

taking every precaution she
can.
“I’ll be the guinea pig, but

I don’t wantmy baby to have
it (the water),” she said.
That means a new daily

routine for the family.
“We can’t heat the water,

so you have to use the bot-
tled water to clean out his
baby bottles and to fill them
up — and then use the bot-
tled water for him to bathe,”
Matthews said. “Even with

our garden, I was nervous.
Is benzene going to come
through my plants next
year?”

Long-term impact
According to Moore,

nearly 130 homes in the wa-
ter company’s jurisdiction
were lost in the wildfire. It
destroyed the company’s of-
fice, and its surface water
treatment plant, which be-
fore the fire supplied the
bulk of drinking water to
customers. The water com-
pany also lost at least 6,000
feet of polyvinyl chloridewa-
ter pipes, a sewage treatment
plant, and a water tank.
The surface water treat-

ment plant filtered 150 gal-
lons of water per minute,
Moore said. As a result, Big
Basin Water’s only up-and-
running water source is a
singular well.
Before the fire, ground-

water wells were used only
if demand was high during
the summer.
“That is hugely signif-

icant,” Cajina said, “be-
cause they do have limited
groundwater sources.”
“We are concerned about

the long-term adequacy of
their water supply,” Cajina
said. “It’s never ideal for a
community water system
to rely on a single source
because what if something
happens to that one well.”
Big BasinWater also sup-

plies water to two neighbor-
ing systems, Bracken Brae
and Forest Springs.
The state water board

continues to work with Big
Basin Water in an attempt
to lift the advisory in areas
where contamination is not
present, Cajina said. But the

board has to gather exten-
sive information on where
fire damage occurred, and
where the utility lost pres-
sure. Thatmeans reviewing
water samples, maps and
other documents to get a
full picture of how the wa-
ter company works — and
to determine if the water
customers are getting from
their taps is safe.
“To be honest, our level of

confidence is not very high
with what the system is
telling us,” Cajina said. “It’s
been really hard to put it all
together. And it has taken
an extraordinary amount of
staff time to even get to the
level of confidence we have
now.”

Multiple disasters
hit at once

Moore said he, his son
and grandson have been
working on repairs and tak-
ing water samples, in addi-
tion to doing administra-
tive work.
“The biggest challenge is

my son andmyself are out in
thefield, andwebasically are
out everydayandeverynight
seven days a week,” Moore
said. “The first 25 days my
son was all alone up here be-
cause I had a surgery.”
Moore’s attention has also

been focused on the immedi-
ate risk of another fire pop-
ping up and damagingmore
infrastructure. There’s been
six spot fires that have bro-
ken out in the Boulder Creek
area in the last few weeks,
he said.
But the biggest hold up,

Moore said, is finances. He
estimates that it will cost
about $1 million to rebuild
the plant.
“We don’t have any fund-

ing,” Moore said. “Finan-
cially we’re not making any
money, because we couldn’t
charge for water.”
Cajina said there areways

the company can get finan-
cial assistance in its recovery
from the state government.
“These things canbedealt

withfinancially. Administra-
tively, that’s another ques-
tion,” Cajina said. “I think
even with those constraints,
there may be help out there.
But, you know, they have to
invite that help.”
Andrew Whelton, an as-

sociate professor and re-
searcher in civil, envi-
ronmental and ecologi-

cal engineering at Purdue
University, said: “The very
small water systems do not
have the manpower, the fi-
nancial resources or tech-
nical expertise to lift them-
selves out of a disaster of
this scale. And with the
chemical contamination as-
pect of wildfires it just com-
pounds the complexity.”
He worked as a technical

expert advising water au-
thorities after California’s
Camp Fire devastated Butte
County. Whelton said he’s
concerned about Big Basin’s
lack of transparency.
Big Basin Water has

posted the lab results from
four separate water sam-
pling events on its web-
site, but the company had
collected water samples on
more than 20 occasions as
of Thursday, Cajina said.
“The customers have a

right to knowwhat the dam-
age is, where the contamina-
tion is, where it may be and
what was found, before any
changes in advisories or ‘do
not use’ orders are imple-
mented,” Whelton said.
The water company, he

said, needs to increase the
number of drinking water
tests.
“Where did that sample

get taken? How long was
the stagnation time? Did
anyone go back and resam-
ple that location?” Whelton
asked. And even still, with-
out testing each household’s
plumbing, water contam-
ination can’t be ruled out,
according to Whelton.
With the extensive level

of damage Big Basin Water
sustained, residents and ex-
perts alike question if the
company can survive and
how viable the water sup-
ply will be in the long term.
“You can’t have a commu-

nity without water,” Whel-
ton said.
Boulder Creek resident

Arrasjid echoed Whelton,
saying he was concerned
about how much longer the
San Lorenzo Valley Water
District would keep its fill-
ing station open.
“We’ve just learned to

live with loss of water, loss
of power or loss of inter-
net because it’s mountain
living,” Arrasjid said. “But
if they shut off this water,
then it would be a huge
problem, becausewhere can
we get water that’s guaran-
teed tested to be clean?”

Big Basin
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cast, time is running out
for Trump and Biden to
change the contours of a
race framed largely around
the incumbent’s handling of
the pandemic. Biden is lead-
ing most national polls and
has a narrow advantage in
many of the critical battle-
grounds that could decide
the race.
Trump, billing himself

as an optimist, says the na-
tion has “turned the corner”
from the outbreak that still
kills about 1,000 Americans
each day. He speaks hope-
fully of coming treatments
and potential vaccines that
have yet to receive approval.
Biden dismisses Trump’s
talk as a siren song that can
only prolong the virus, and
pledges a nationwide focus
on reinstituting measures

meant to slow the spread
of the disease.
“He said a long dark win-

ter,” Trump scoffed Friday
at a rally in Michigan. “Oh
that’s great, that’s wonder-
ful. Just what our country
needs is a long dark win-
ter and a leader who talks
about it.”
Trump’s rallies, which

draw thousands of sup-
porters, have served as rep-
resentations of the sort of
“reopening” he has been
preaching. With spotty use
ofmasks and a lack of social
distancing, they flout state
and local guidelines that
he deems too onerous as
he speaks as though the vi-
rus has largely disappeared.
Trump and his aides speak
openly about catering to the
support of those “fed up”
by state restrictions, and
he has encouraged chants
among his supporters call-
ing for the imprisonment of
local officials who have in-

stituted them.
Biden, for his part, refer-

enced Trump’s comments
last summer that the vi-
rus “is what it is.” He told
supporters in Des Moines,
Iowa, that “it is what it is
because he is who he is!
These guys are something
else, man.”
Trump’s closing appeal

to “Make America Great
Again, Again” paints a hal-
cyon image of the nation ‘s
condition during pre-coro-
navirus times that con-
trasts with Biden’s charge
to “Build Back Better.” The
president’s focus on return-
ing the nation’s economy to
the boom times of 2019 res-
onates with some voters,
but overlooks the divided
and rancorous politics that
swirled around impeach-
ment and the persistent
problems of inequality.
Friday marked the be-

ginning of the critical final
stretch before the election.

Trump’s closing sprint in-
cludes four stops in Penn-
sylvania on Saturday and
nearly a dozen events in the
final 48 hours across states
he carried in 2016.
Biden, after visiting Iowa,

Wisconsin and Minnesota
on Friday, will hit Mich-

igan on Saturday, where
he’ll hold a joint rally with
former President Barack
Obama.
After stopping in Green

Bay on Friday, Trump will
be back in Wisconsin on
Monday for a visit to Keno-
sha.

Campaign
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mid-October, according to
Johns Hopkins University.
Deaths, which usually lag
case numbers and hospi-
talizations, are also rising,
from about 700 to more
than 800 a day.
The virus has now killed

more than 229,000 Ameri-
cans.
Nevertheless, many offi-

cials have resisted calls to
enact measures like state-
wide mask mandates or
stricter curbs on the size
of gatherings, casting the
response to the virus as a
matter of individual deci-
sion-making.
“At the end of the day,

personal responsibility is
the only way. People will
either choose or not choose
to social distance, or choose
to wear a mask or not,” said
Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, a
Republican. “What we can
do is to remind them is that
personal responsibility can
protect them.”
Lee’s state is among

those without a blanket
mask mandate despite a
study released this week

showing that areas of Ten-
nessee where people are not
required to wear them are
seeing themost hospitaliza-
tions.
In Iowa, where a record

606 coronavirus patients
were hospitalized Friday,
one health expert said of-
ficials there had been too
quick to reopen, along with
several neighboring states.
“If we follow the course

that the other Midwestern
states likeWisconsin, North
Dakota and South Dakota
have, we’re going to have
trouble keeping up,” said Dr.
Ravi Vemuri, an infectious
disease specialist at Mercy-
One hospitals.
Republican Gov. Kim

Reynolds, who has rejected
mask requirements and
said Iowans must learn to
live with the virus, contin-
ued this week to downplay
efforts to contain it.
On Wednesday, Reyn-

olds, who has made fre-
quent campaign appear-
ances for Trump and other
candidates surrounded by
crowds ofmaskless support-
ers, poked fun at Theresa
Greenfield, a Democrat run-
ning in a tight Senate race,
for suspending a campaign
tour after a staff member

was exposed to someone
who tested positive.
“Theresa didn’t get very

far on her RV tour, did
she?” Reynolds said with
a laugh. She went on to ac-
cuse Greenfield and other
Democrats of “hiding in
their basements.”
The pandemic has put

similar pressures on states
with Democratic governors,
but the politics have played
out differently.
Kansas Gov. Laura

Kelly, a Democrat, has re-
peatedly tried to impose
restrictions but been sty-
mied by the Republican-
controlled legislature. She
is considering calling law-
makers into a special ses-
sion to impose a statewide
mask mandate.
In Wisconsin, where the

virus has raged since Sep-
tember, Democratic Gov.
Tony Evers pleaded with
residents this week to shel-
ter in place to slow the
spread. Evers issued a for-
mal stay-at-home order in
March, but the state’s con-
servative Supreme Court
struck it down in May. He
was subsequently sued over
a mask mandate and limits
on gatherings in bars and
restaurants.

Virus
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HANNAH HAGEMANN — THE SENTINEL

John Arrasjid, a Boulder Creek resident who still doesn’t
have access to clean tap water, fills up jugs at a water
station in downtown Boulder Creek.
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