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BERRY CREEK >>  The tower-
ing trees that nestle Camp 
Okizu hold much more 
meaning for the thousands 
of campers and counsel-
ors that have spent time in 
Berry Creek.

The memories that those 
trees held are now gone.

The trees, the lodge and 
several cabins of Camp 

Okizu, a camp specialized 
for kids with cancer, were 
scorched by the North Com-
plex West Zone Fire which 
had crossed into Butte 
County on Tuesday and lev-
eled Berry Creek on Wednes-
day. Camp Okizu, a camp 
that’s been around for 38 
years, had been at its Berry 
Creek location since 2000.

After a week spent at 
camp, the kids would gather 
and reflect about how can-

cer has impacted their lives. 
To cap off the week, a tree 
would be planted in the for-
est dedicated to the kids 
who lost their bout with 
cancer and couldn’t return 
to camp.

Friendship bracelets wo-
ven from various colors of 
yarn would rest on a sap-
ling only for the bracelet to 
be attached to the growing 
tree. It served as a tribute to 
the friends made.

“You make these friend-
ships but you might not see 
them next summer,” said 
Morgan Specht, a former 
camper from Sacramento.

Specht was nine years 
old when she first attended 
Camp Okizu. She was ini-
tially nervous to attend the 
camp until she felt welcome 
by the camp’s staff of nurses 
and doctors as well as fellow 
campers.

MEMORIES OF CAMP OKIZU

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

The roof of the lodge of Camp Okizu has imploded. The roof sits on the floor on Saturday in Berry Creek. 

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

The gate of Camp Okizu still 
stands on Saturday in Berry 
Creek. 

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

The roof of the lodge of Camp 
Okizu is imploded. The roof sits 
on the floor on Saturday  in Berry 
Creek. 

CONTRIBUTED BY SARAH ULDRICKS, CAMP 
OKIZU

A group of campers seen at Camp 
Okizu. The camp for kids with 
cancer was burned in the North 
Complex West Zone fires. 

By Richard Silva
rsilva@paradisepost.com

CHICO >> Chico’s air quality has exceeded 500 Sat-
urday afternoon.

According to the Butte County Air Quality 
Management District, the current air quality is 
now hazardous and all residents are urged to 
stay inside.

The poor air quality forced all of the Dutch 
Bros in Chico to close for the day.

According to a press release issued by Butte 
County Air Quality Management District on Sept. 
8, wildfire smoke is a complex mixture of air pol-
lutants that are harmful to human health. The 
major air pollutant of concern is a fine particu-
late matter also known as PM2.5.

CHICO

Air quality reaches 
hazardous levels

By Camille von Kaenel
Correspondent

BERRY CREEK >> Most of the 
areas torched by the North 
Complex West Zone fire re-
main under mandatory 
evacuation, though some 
neighboring areas, like Kelly 
Ridge, are now open for re-
turning residents.

That’s been a source of 
agony as residents wait to 
hear news about the status 
of their homes — and frus-

tration for one water official 
who wishes he could help 
defend his community from 
whatever flames remain.

Jeffrey Davis is the gen-
eral manager of the Berry 
Creek Community Services 
District, a private water sys-
tem serving a subdivision in 
Berry Creek with around 50 
homes and 172 lots.

A former volunteer fire-
fighter, Davis had painted 
white lines on the road to 
mark the 17 fire hydrants in 

the system and given maps 
to Cal Fire in the event fire-
fighters could make use 
of them. The system has 
90,000 gallons of storage, 
he said. Lake Madrone is 
also a source of water in 
the mountainous areas; the 
rest of the homes are on pri-
vate wells.

During the Camp Fire, 
officials allowed Davis into 
Berry Creek a couple days 
after he evacuated to help 
provide water for firefighters 

battling flames at the edge 
of the community.

But this time, Davis 
hasn’t yet been granted 
special entry permission. 
He says he needs to get 
the backup generator run-
ning and wants to check for 
damage. Not being able to 
help is a little frustrating to 
him, he said.

“I need something to do,” 
he said. “I’m not a sit around 
type of guy.”

WATER

Berry Creek water district GM awaiting return to help
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Camp Okizu has been home to kids with cancer and their families
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By Justin Couchot
jcouchot@chicoer.com

OROVILLE >> Butte County Sheriff-Coroner Kory 
Honea reported in Saturday evening’s press con-
ference three additional deaths in the North Com-
plex West Zone fires, bringing the total to 12 since 
the start of the fires Tuesday. Honea reported 149 
people have been located and 13 people missing.

Firefighters continued to make progress and 
secure containment lines on the north and south 
zones of the North Complex West Zone fires Sat-
urday as the fire is now 73,000 acres and 10 per-
cent contained. The total acreage of the entire 
North Complex fires is now 252,313 acres and is 
21 percent contained.

While fire behavior remained moderate Sat-
urday, the northeast terrain continues to remain 
challenging for firefighters due to very steep and 
challenging terrain, according to Incident Com-
mander Dave Russell.

Air quality continues to remain unhealthy in 
Butte County as the Air Quality Index reached 
536 and has now reached hazardous levels. Offi-
cials are suggesting everyone stay indoors and re-
duce activity levels as firefighters prepare for in-
cremental southwestern winds Sunday and into 
Monday.

The smoke coverage in place much of Saturday 
kept temperatures down.

Monday will be an important weather day for 
those battling the fires, said Incident Meteorol-
ogist Dan Borsum, as southwest winds should 
reach up to 18 miles per hour. While this number 
is significant, it is significantly lower than Tues-
day’s 55 miles per hour winds when the blaze was 
pushed into Butte County.

Monday’s winds should bring some clearing of 
smoke coverage, however, this should also bring 
a rise in temperatures. Officials have seen simi-
lar conditions earlier this week in Southern Cal-
ifornia, where clearing skies increased the active 

WILDFIRES

Death toll 
grows to 
12 people
Total of 13 remain unaccounted for
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Donald Trump and rival Joe 
Biden both say they want to 
pull U.S. forces out of Iraq and 
Afghanistan. PAGE B5
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Election to impact US 
troops serving overseas
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